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IMpumyasl Ha ayry yxxe oTupesH. JIHIIb Ha onyLuKe Jeca,
y Oy6GoBbIX KOpHeH, Aa BAOJb CTapoil H3rOpoiH, y 3apociueit
KaHaBbl, XeJTEJH cJerka mno6jekuHe userthl. JIyr 6bla
OKpYJKeH XOJIMaMH, CKJOHBI KOTOPbIX T'YCTO MEeCTPeJH XO4aMH
KPOJIMYbHX HOP. Y MOJHOXHSI XOJIMOB XKypuas Y3KH# py-
yeek. Bepera ero cnJoib 3apocsin keJTol GOJIOTHOM Kauty K-
HHLEH H rosiy6oit BepOHHKOM.

HeBnaseke, Ha CyXxoM OTKOCe, MAaCJHChb AHKHE KPOJIHKH.
OpHH WHMNAAH TPaBy BO3Je CaMbiX HOp, ApYyrHe CMyCKaJaHCh
MO CKJOHY B MOHCKaX OAyBaHYHKOB H KasyxHHU. Kposmku-
CTOpPOXKA CHIENMH Ha BLICOKHX MypaBeilHHKaxX, moyeMmy-To
MOKHHYTHIX OGHTaTeJNsIMH, OCMaTPHBAasA OKPECTHOCTH M Tila-
TeJbHO TMPHHIOXHBasicb K BeTpy. Des3aGoTHas mnecenka
Ipo3aa Ha oMyllKe Jieca Bcex ycnokanpana. Ona rosopuna
O TOM, YTO MOAHHMAaTb TPEBOTY HET HHKAKHX OCHOBaHHH.

Ha BeplunHe ofHOro M3 X0/IMOB, MOA AMKOH BHILHeH,
HaXoJHJach HOpa, MOJNYCKpbITas 3apoc/sfiMH exeBHKH. Han
BXOJOM LapHJ 3eneHoBaThii cympak. B Hope cupean na
KposHKa. Bapyr kpoauk noGosblue BblJe3 H3 XOAa, Mpo-
CKaKaJl MoJl MTOKPOBOM €XXeBHKH BHH3 H MO KaHaBe npo6pascs
Ha nosie. OH npHces Ha TpaBy H moyecas y ce6si 3a yXOM.
XoTsi eMy CpaBHAJCA TOJBKO roj H OH He Ha6GpaJ ele noJ-
HOrO KPOJIHUbEro Beca, PaCTEPSHHLIM H POGKHM OH He Gbll
B OTJIHYHe OT O6OJbIUMHCTBA oO6GHTaTeseH 3aJBOPOK KpoO-
JHubell KOJIOHHH, HJIH «ayTCKepTepOB», He 06J/1a1aI0ILHX 0CO-
6oil cusioit. KposMk 30pko Mmor/isifbiBan No CTOPOHAM H C Be-
cesblM BHIOM NOTHpan Jankod Hoc. YGeauBIUHCb, YTO BCe
CMOKOHHO, OH OMYCTHJ YIUH H MpHHAJCA 3a TpaBy. Bropoii
KPOJIHK Obl1 naneko He Tak 6e3zaGoreH. MasieHbKHH, C LIH-
POKO pacCCTaB/IeHHBIMH T[J1a3aMH, MOCTOSIHHO HaCTOPOXEH-
HbIM B3rJf0M, OH 4acTo-yacTo BepTes roJiosoi. [lo-Buau-
MOMY, MaJbiil GblJd YeM-TO oyeHb BCTpeBoXKeH. OH Bce Bpemst
6ecrokofHO HIOXaJl BO31yX, @ KOraa noJocaThiii LMeJsb
C XKyXKaHHeM MpoJieTesl MHMO, KPOJIHK CO CTPaxy BbICOKO
noanpsirkya. OH Gblal TaK Hamyra, YTo ABa APYTHX KPOJHKa,
MacIIMXCA HeMmojaJeKy, ONpoMeTbio GPOCH/IHCh B CBOH HOPKH
MW CHIeJH TaM 0O TexX NMOp, MOKa €lle KaKOH-TO KPOJIHK,
C YepHBIMH KOHYHKaMH YlleH, He y3Ha/ MOAHABLUEro TPeBOTY
W He TPHHAJCA CMOKOMHO 3a TpaBy.




— 3ro Xpeiip-py!" Ckopee Bcero onsiTb MyXH HCmyraj-
ca! — ckasan oH.— Tak o uem mbl ¢ ToGo# rosopuJn, Kpy-
WHHA?

— Tlouemy ero Hassanu Xpe#p-py? — cnpocun Kpy-
WHHA.

— OH nocielnnit B BbIBOAKe, caMblil caa6biit. Yyno,
4TO eMy yaanoch yuesetb. OH yxkacHo ManeHbkuit! Kak roso-
PHTCSA, YeJIOBEK He 3aMETHT, JIHCA He MOJbCTHTCA,— 3HAUHT,
fe1a ero He Tak MJIOXH!

Mauienbkuil KPOJIHK MOACKAaKaJ K CBOEMY TOBapHLLY.

— Tlofinem mnopanbuwe, Jlechoit Opex,— cka3zan oH,—
HEe MOTry MOHSITb, B YeM JeJI0, HO Y HAac B KOJIOHHH CerofHs
TBOPHTCA YTO-TO HesaiHoe. [Tofinem K pyubio!

— Xopouo,— cornacuacs Opex.— Hafinn MHe TaM Ka-
NyXHHLY noxHpHee. Tl Ha 3TO MacTak!

OHH nocKaKaJ/i BHH3 MO CKJIOHY H, J06GPaBLIKCh 10 Pyubs,
Haya/H TNOLUHMbLIBaTL TPaBy Y TesexHoH KoseH. Bckope
TMATHIA OTbICKAA KaJNyXHHLY, KOTOPYIO KPOJHKH CYHTAIOT
H3bICKAHHBIM JJAKOMCTBOM. )

B koHle Masi BGJIH3H OT KPOJIHUbEH KOJIOHHH KaJlyXXHHIY
He cbickaTb. Haiinennas TaThiM Kaay)KHHLA ellle He BbIGpPO-
cHia GYTOHOB, H €e pPO3eTKa M3 MJIOCKHX JIHCTbeB Gblja elBa
BHIHa B TpaBe.

He ycnenn apysbsi NpHHATbCA 3a ey, Kak Ha Apyrom
Gepery pyubsi MOSIBHU/HCb [ABAa KPYMHbIX KPOJIHKA.

— Ara, kaayxuuua! JlaBafi-ka ee ciofa, 1a NOTOpanJu-
Baiica! — cKasan OOMH M3 HHX, 3aMeTHB, 4To [IAThIi 3amep
B HePELUHTENbHOCTH.

— Ho Beab 370 Hawa kajyxuuua, )Ka6peit! Ee Hawen
Matsiit! — smewancsa Jlechoi Opex.

— A cbeaum ee Mbl! — Bo3pasua )Ka6peit.— Ecan Thi He
3Haellb, YTO BCe KaJyXKHULb — JOCTOsIHHE oHuepoB Aycibl,
TaK Mb Te6s 6LICTPO Hayunm!?

! KpoaukH yMelOT c4MTaThb 0 ueThpex. Bce, uto Gosbiue uethipex,
y HHX Ha3HBaeTcA expefipa», TO €CTb «THCAYA> HAH «oyeHb MHOro». Tak,
BCE HX BParH BKyne HasuBalOTCA «<xpefipa S/H/b», TO €CTb «THCAYA BParos
Kpoankoss. Ciona OTHOCATCA AHCa, FOPHOCTaf, Nacka, KOWwKa, COBa, Yen0BeK
u Tak panee.— [Tpun. asr.

Manbiw, o KOTOPOM rOBOPAT KPONHKH, 6bin B BhBOAKe NATHIM. Tak
Mbl M GyleM ero Ha3wBaThb AAA yao6crsa.— [Tpum. nepes.

2 TMoutn B NI0GOR KPOAHUbES KOMOHHH €cTb TPYNNa CH/BbHLIX KPOJH-
KOB-BTOPOroAKOB, OKpYXalowux [nasHoro Kpoanka (4to-to Bpoae BoXAs)
H NOJb3YIOIHXCA GO/bIWIKM aBTOPHTCTOM,— 3TO FPYNna TakK Ha3nBaeMo#
Aycam — ctpaxu.— [Tpun. asr.
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[saThift OTBEPHYJICA K NMOCKaKaJa npoub. Y nepexoga yepe3s
pyueit ero Haruan Opex.

— 1 cbIT 3THM MO ropJio! — BbIpBasoch Y Hero.— Beuko
O[IHO H TO e: «Y MeHs ANHHHble KOITH,— 3HAUYHT, 3TO MOS
KaJy>KHHLa! Y MeHst ocTpbie 3yGbl,— 3HAYHT, 3TO MOsl HOpa!»
ITo npaBae rosops, MHe OueHb XOueTCst GPOCHTbL BCe H YAPaTh
H3 KOJMIOHHH, — B310XHY1 Opex.— JlaBaii nepefinem uepes py-
yeit. Kak Thl Qymaelub: 3a pyubem Ge3onacHo?

ToH, KOTOpLIM Gbl1 3ajaH 3TOT BOMPOC, NOKa3blBaJ, YTO
IMaTeiit nonb3osasnca y Opexa aBTopHTETOM.

— Tam BrnojHe G6e3omacHo,— ypepeHHo oTBeuan [ls-
Thill.— §1 cKaxy, ecian 3aMeuy uTO-HHOYAb MOAO3pPHTE/bHOE.

Kponuku nepenpbirHy/H uepe3 Hacbib HaA KHPMNHYHOM
TpyGoit ¢ Bonoctrokom. CoJHle MeMsIeHHO camHaoch. [loabic-
KuBasi mecto nocywe, Opex ckakasn Bnepend. Bckope ohu
oKasaJMcb BO3je 3eseHOH »uBoH Haropoau. Bapyr Opex
KaK BKOMaHHbIA 3aMep Ha MecTe M BBITAapallHJ rjasa.

— TIlarwlit, cMorpu-ka! Yrto 3T0 3a wryka?

H3naBan pesknit 3anax cmoJbl H KpackH, ABa GOJbLIHX
JlepeBAHHbLIX CTOJ6A CTOSIH NOCPelH KyCTOB H3ropoaH,
a npubHTas K HHM [10CKa or6pachiBaia Tray6oKylo TeHb
Ha nosie. O6a KpoMHKa nocnewHJH 3a6paThcs B 3apPOC/H
JKryuell KpanuBel, MOPLIA HOCHI OT 3aMaxa JieXalllero B Tpase
OKypKa cHrapetsl. Bapyr, Becb 3anpoxas, [1aTblit npuxascs
K 3emJe.

— O#t, Opewek! YTo-T0 cTpaliHOe H 3/10€ HaABHraeTcs
Ha Hac!

— OG6bsicHn xe: B uem fesio? Belb Thl rosopuis, uTo
3ecb GesonacHo? — cnpocua Opex.

— He 3Haio,— GecnomowHo otBeuan [IlsaTeiii.— [Moka
37ech 6e30MacHO, HO OMacHOCTb OTKYAa-TO MPHGJHXKaeTCA.
Oii, Opewek! CmoTpH, Bce MoJie 3a/JHTO KPOBbIO!

— He nypu, 310 npocto ot6seck 3akara!

TaTelii fonro cuien nocpend Kpamueel, APOXKa H Mjaua,
He caywas ysewanuit Opexa. [Mosnbli TpeBOrH, OoH He Mor
HHYero o6bsicHuTb. Hakonen Opex 3assua:

— XpatuT naakatb! Yxe temHo! INopa nomoii!

— B Hopy? — 3axHbikaa Ilsarteit.— [la Beap 3TOT yxkac
u Tyna npugetr! He cnpsuewncs!

— 3amoJiun! — tBepao ckasan Opex.— Ceituac caywai-
csi MeHsi. Uto 6bl TaM HH G6bljO, Ham nopa Aomo#!

Onn nepeGexanu nose W B6pox Repewd pyyeid. Bapyr
MaTelfi oueneHen ot yxaca H cTaj GeCOMOLIHO TOMTAaTbCA
Ha MecTe, XOTs Kpyrom GblJ1o coBeplileHHO cnokoiiHo. Hakoneu
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Opex yroBopus ero NOHTH 10 KOJIOHHH, HO H 3fecb IlaThiil
YMOPHO COMPOTHBJIAJICA M OTKAa3blBaJCA CNYCTHTbCA B XOA.
Opexy npHlIoch CHJIKOM 3aToakaTh ero B Hopy. CoaHue
HakoHell 3akaTHJoch. [Toays xosonHbIA BeTep, Hauaa HaKpa-
NblBaTh NOXJb, H 4epe3 uyac CTeMHeJo, a Gosbliasg NOCKa
NoCpefin XKHBOH H3rOPOAM 3acCKpHMesa MOJA MOpbiBaMH HOY-
HOro BeTpa, Kak GyATO HafOMHHAas O TOM, YTO OHa 3/ecChb
H HHKYJa He Mcuessa. BOoKpyr He GblJIO MPOXOXHX, H HHKTO
He MOT MpoYecTb TOrO, O YeM BelllasH YeTKHe YepHule GyKBbl,
CNOBHO Bpe3aBiuHecsi B AepeBo. Haanuce Ha 0oGbsiBNEHHH
rnacuna: «Caty u K° (r. Hoio6epu) naunuaer B Cauagb-
dopne 3acTpoiiKy YYacCTKOB OTJIHYHBIMH COBpEMEHHbIMH
JAOMaMH».

B Hope Gbuio Temao M cyxo, Ho Opex npocHyJcs OT
THXeJblX cHoBuieHuit. Emy nouyausoch, 6yATO 4TO-TO HM
rpo3uT. IlpaBaa, oH He cablliaj ILIArOB JIHCHI HJH XOpbKa,
H HHCTHHKT He TpHKa3biBaJ/l eMy cnacaTbesi GercreoM. Ilocre-
NeHHO B TOJIOBE y Hero MposicHWI0Cb. OKOHYaTeNbHO Npo-
CHYBIUHCb, OH YBHHEJ, 4TO PAAOM C HHM JeXHT IIaTblil
H BO CHe MbITaeTcsi Ha Hero B3oGpaTtbcs. [IATHIA BHITAHYN
Janel H BBIMYCTHJ KOI'TH, CJIOBHO NepeJsie3as yepe3 NpoBO-
JIOYHYIO H3rOpob.

— TIlpochuce, Iathit! [ypauok! Tbl MeHsi 4yTb He mo-
uapanaJ!

Opex npuxaa Ilatoro k semse. TOT 3a6H/ACH H OTKPbLI
raasa.

— O#i, kako#i cTpalHbiii coH A BuAea! Mbl cuzenn Ha
KakoH-TO JocCke mocpean Gosbluod pekdH. C HaMu GblIO MHO-
2KeCTBO KPOJIHKOB. BApyr MHe mouyausoch, 4TO 3TO He AOCKa,
a peweTka H3 KocTeit H npoBosiokH. TyT Thl OTAAJl MpHKa3:
«[lnbiTh, BceM MbITL!» — M nponaa u3 Buay. S craa Te6s
HckaTb. TToMHIO, KaK i BBITaCKHBaJs Te6A H3 KaKOH-TO AbIpbI,
a Thl MHe BApYr 3asBJselub: «[JaBHblii Kposuk noiner na
onacHoe J1e/0 B OJHHOYKY» — H yIJbiBaellb OT MeHsl MO
KaKoMy-TO TEMHOMY TYyHHeJo!

— UM Tl OT H36bITKA YYBCTB YyThb He N0JOMaJ MHe pe6pa!
Ewe uvero Boinyman! TyHHenn emy cHstcs! Urto 3a epymaal
Hy kak, 6ynem ewe cnatb?

— Opeiuek, 1 Aymalo, HaM B CaMoM JeJe rposut Gena!
HyxHo GexaTb, NOKa He MO3AHO.

— bBexaTb OTCIOfa, H3 KOJIOHHH?

— Kyna yroaHo, u nockopee!

— Bcem cranom? He npypn! Hukto ¢ ToGo# He no#ner.
Bcee ckaxyT, 4To Thl cowles] C yma.
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— 3HauMT, UX HacTHrHeT Gena. Boicaywait meHs, ymo-
sso! UTo-To O4eHb CTPalLllHOE TPO3HT BCeH KOJIOHHH!

— B Takom ciyuae Jyulle BCero rnoroBopHTb ¢ [N1aBHbIM
KposrkoM. X0oTf, KOHEUHO, OH He MPHJET B BOCTOPT OT TaKOro
H3BecTHs!

Opexy He xoTesiocb BepHTb [lsiTOMY, H B TO Xe BpeMsl OH
onacaJcsi eMy He BepHTb. TeM BpeMeHeM MOJeHb, a To-
KPOJIHUbH «HH-DPHC», yXKe HacTynuJa. BoJblIHHCTBO KpoJiM-
KOB ApeMaJso B Hopax, a Opex u [IATblii BblIe3u Hapyxy,
NpoLJ/Id HEMHOTO MO MOJIO, a 3aTeM MyTaHbIMH MOJA3EMHbIMH
XOfaMH HanpaBH/IHCb B CTOPOHy Jeca. [lpoiias TyHHeab
JUIMHOI OKOJIO JEeCATH METPOB, OHH OUYYTHJHCb B IJyGOKO#H
HOpe, CpelH MepenJeTeHHbIX NyGOBbIX KOpDHeH.

TyT MX OKJHKHYJ KPYMHbIH KDOJIHMK-TfXKeJOBeC, OLHH H3
connat Aycasl. Ha rosose y Hero pocia rycrasi wepctb,
o6pa3ysi JIOXMaTyl0 LIaNKy, NMPHAABaBIIYI0O €My HECKOJIbKO
cTpaHHbiit BuA. M3-3a 3toit wanku ero npossaau Taeilau,
TO ecTb Jloxmau.

— ¥Yx He Opex au 310? — cnpocusa Jloxmau, oGHIO-
XHBasi ero: noj 3emJei cpeiH KopHed Ay6a GblIO TEMHO.—
Yro Th Aesaellb 3JeCb B TaKoe BpeMs?

Ha Ilsitoro, crosiBulero mooaasb, Jloxmau He oGpaTHa
BHHMaHHA.

— Ham napo noroBoputb ¢ I'1aBHbIM KpoJHkoMm, H mpH-
TOM MO OYeHb BaX{HOMY JeJsly, Aoporo#t Jloxmau,— ckasan
Opex.— He Moxellb /4 Thl HAM NMOMOYb?

— Bam? — nepecnpocus Jloxmau.— A 4TO, 3TOT MaJbill
TOXe co6GHpaeTcsi GecenoBaTb ¢ I'laBHBIM?

— YBepsio Te6si, 370 HeoGxoaumo, Jloxmau! 5 Heuacro
o6paiaioch K Te6e ¢ nmpocb6amu. A ayaueHunn y TiaBHoro
npoluy Brepable.

— JlanHo, Opex, ans Te6A s TOTOB Ha BCE, XOTS He COMHe-
BalOCh, YTO MHe 3a 3T0 OTOpBYT rosoBy. Ckaxy I'saBHOMYy,
4To Tl TOJIKOBbIM KposHk! OH H cam, HaBepHoe, TeOst
fIOMHHT, XOTb MO BpeMeHaM y Hero namsitb W caaet. OH
nopsjkom nocrapen! INomoxanre noka 3gech!

C 3THMH ciioBamH JIoxMau CyCTHJICS MO TYHHEJIO H OCTa-
HOBHJICS Y OTBepCTHS, Bedyllero B 6oJbiuyio Hopy. [Tocneno-
BaJl KOPOTKH pa3roBop, H Jloxmaua Bmyctad. Opex H Apo-
JKaBUWHA OT BosHeHHs TTATBIR OcTasNCh NOXKHAATBCA NMpPHIJA-
LIEHHS.

TnaBuelii Kpoank Hocua ums. Tpeapax — PsiGuHOBOe
HepeBo. B nuu cBoero pacuseta Tpeapax HoGHJICA Bbiaaio-
Ierocsi MOJIOXKEHHS He CTOMbKO H3-3a  (DPH3HYECKOro
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NpeBOCXOACTBA, CKOJIbKO 6Gnaronaps cnoKoHHOMY H paccy-
AHTeJbHOMY HpaBy.

Xors Jloxmau He olm6aJjcs, roBOpsi, YTO OH MoCTapes,
HO roJ/ioBa y Hero eule Gbia sicHas. OH BeXJHBO BCTPeTHJ
Opexa u Ilatoro. Opuuepsl oTpana Aycan Mo6GHAH 3amy-
rHBaTh KPOJIHKOB nocsaGee, Ho y Tpeapaxa He Gblo B 3TOM
HEO6X0AUMOCTH.

— A, Tpeuxuit Opex, 3apasctsyit! Bemb Te6s 30ByT
I'peuknm Opexom?

— Her, Jlecueim Opexom, cap!

— AXx, na, Tal — JlecHoit Opex! OueHb MHJIO, YTO Tl NPH-
wes MeHsl HaBecTHTb! §1 OTAMYHO MOMHIO TBOI MaTh! A Kak
30BYT TBOEro NpHsATeNs?

— 3ro Mo# GparT, €3p.

— Hrak, 3o TBO# 6paT,— cka3an Tpeapax co cnabbiM
OTTEHKOM Pa3fpa’Ke€HHsi B roJioce, rOBOPHBIUHM O TOM, YTO
ero Gosee He CJeNOBaJiO MNOMPaBAATb.— YcCTpaHBaiTech
noyno6xee. He yronho au canarta?

Cosgatel Aycinl BOpOBaJM cajaT K croay [nasHoro
Kposuka B GaMxKafilieM Oropose, HO JKHTeASIM OKPaHHH
MOYTH HHKOTJa He NOBOAMJIOCH ero nonpoGoBaTb. Opex H3
BEXKJIMBOCTH B3flJ1 OJIHH JIHCTOYEK H MPHHAJICA KeBaTb. [IATHIA
OTKa3aJ/icsi OT YrOLIeHHl H CHAeJ, NOMAapruBasi H TPACACH
MeJIKOH APOXKbIO, C CaMbiM HECYaCTHBIM BHIOM.

— Hy, kak uayt nena? — ocsenomuscs I'nasHblii Kpo-
auK.— CKaXHuTe: yeM i MOTy GbiTb BaM MoJieseH?

— Csp, mbl npHwJaH u3-3a [laTtoro, BOT H3-3a Hero,—
HeyBepeHHO Hauan Opex.— IlaThit ymeer npensuzeth Gy-
Aywee' W noka HH pasy He owmnGasaca. Ocenblo OH npen-
cKasaJl, uTo HauHeTc HapoaHenHe. Ceflyac OH FOBOPHT, YTO
Ha Hally KOJIOHHIO HaiBHraeTcs GoJsblllasg OMacHOCTb.

— bosbwas onacHocts? Bor kak! Becbma oropuu-
TesbHO! — cKa3aJs [aBubi#t KpoJMK, XOTA N0 HeMy He BHAHO
611710, uTOGBl OH GBI TaK YX oropyeH.— B uem e Kpoercs
3T1a onacHoctb? — OH B3rasHya Ha [lartoro.

— H-He 3Hal0,— oTBeYas TOT, 3aHKaACb,— H-HO 3TO YTO-
TO OueHb CTpaluHoe!

Tpeapax H3 BeXJ/JHBOCTH MHHYTy mnoMojuaj, a 3aTeM
OCTOPOXKHO CMPOCHJ:

— Hy u kak Mbl, no-BauieMmy, NOJMHbl MOCTYMHTH?

! Tak aBTop aHTacTHueckKH OTOGpakaetT TOT (aKT, YTO HeKOTophie
KPOJHKH 061aJaloT UPEe3BHYAHNO OCTPHIM BHYTPEHHHM uyTbeM.—/Tpux.
nepes.

10



— Bexatb,— Boinasua Iartoiif.— Beem, BceM, H He-
means!

Tpeapax cHoBa MHHYTY nepexaas. 3aTeM OH ckasaij
COYYBCTBEHHBIM TOHOM:

— Ckaxure! Ho Beab 3T0 oueHb TpyaHas 3anaua, He
npasaa Ju?

— Csp,— BmewaJcs Opex.— Bauue geno — pewarb, 4To
HaM BceM JenaTb!

— OvueHb MHJI0, YTO TH TaK cyuTaewb. Hageioch, uTO
noka 3to tak! OmHako, noporue Apy3bsi, JaBaiTe HEMHOTO
nonymaem. Ceftuac maii, He npasaa Ju? Jlionu 3aHATH cBOeit
paGoTOM, TaK YTO KPOJHKH MOTyT GecnpensiTCTBEHHO Ha-
C/1aXKAaThCA XKH3HbIO. HHKaKHX HalUHX BParoB — XHLUIHHKOB-
el — no6au3ocTH Her. Boseswedt Takxke Her, noroaa
CTOHT oTiHyHaA. A Thl, Opex, xoueiwb, YTOGbl i OGBS BHJ
0o6HTaTeJAM KOJIOHHH, YTO IOHbIH... FM... 'M... Hy, YTO TBOil
6paT uyyBCTBYeT HesicHoe GecmoKOHCTBO H MoceMy BCe Mbl
JO/KHB HEMeIJIi CHATbCA C MecTa H Ky6apemM MuaTbest
HeBecTb KyAa. Kak Bu lymaere, 1py3bsi, YTO Ha 3TO CKaXyT
Apyrve KpoaHku? Bl nosiaraere, uto Bce 6yayT B BOCTOpre,
He TaK JH?

— Bac oHH nocaywaiortcs! — onsith Benaaua TIATHIA.

— OueHb MHJI0,— cHOBa cka3an Tpeapax.— Hy, noxa-
ay#, noxanyi! OnHaKo 3TO OueHb Cepbe3HBIH war.

— Ho y Hac Her BpeMeHH, C3p! — CHOBa BCKpHYaJ
Marbii.— OnacHocts 6an3ko! OHa coBceM psaoM, OHa,
CJIOBHO CHJIKH, cllaBHsa MHe ropJso!l Opex, nomor# e, Hy!

Kpnua ot yxaca, INaThii 3a6uicsa, KpyTsacb H KoJOTA
JanamH no necky, Kak 6yATo Gbl OH yXe nonaj B 3anajHio.
Opex HaBaJH/ICA Ha HEro H MpHXKaJ ero K 3emse, H IaThi
BCKOpE 3aTHX.

— Tlpowy Hac H3BHHHTbL, I'naBHblit Kposauk! — ckasan
Opex.— Takoe ¢ HHM cayuaercs!

— Kakoit yxac, kako# ykac! — BOCK/IHKHYN ['aBHbli. —
Benusxka! EMy HyXHO HeMel/IeHHO MATH NOMOH H XOpo-
IWeHbKO OTAOXHYTb. Ho 51 oueHb pan, YTO Thl MEHSA HaBeCTHJ,
Ipeuknit Opex! LleHio TBoe BHMManHe! A Tbi, Jloxmau,
H3BOJIb OCTaBaThcA Ha Mecre!

Korna Opex u TaThifi B riiy60KOM YHBIHHH MPOXOIHJH
N0 TYHHeJIo, BeAylileMy oT HOpul Tpeapaxa B Jiec, OHH CHOBa
ycasimagu rojoc I'1aBHoro, To1bKo TOH €ro Ha 3TOT pa3 Gula
ropaszo GoJiee cypoBhiM. [lo BpeMeHaM pa3faBasHCh OTBETh
Jloxmaua: «[la, capl», «Her, cap!». [To-Buaumomy, Jloxmauy,
KaK OH 3TO W MpelBHAEJ], «OTPbIBAJH TOJIOBY».
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Hactynun Beuep, n Opex c TlATeIM B KOMNaHWH ABYX
Ipy3e#l BLILLIM MOYXXHHAThb TPaBOM Ha OKpaHHy Jeca. Uep-
Hasgs CMOpOAHHA, KPOJIHK C YeDHbIMH KOHYHKaMH YIleH, BHH-
MaTesIbHO MPOCJYIIaB ONHCaHHE NMOSBHUBLIEHCHA NOCKH, 3aMe-
THJI, YTO JIOAH HMEIOT OGbIKHOBEHHE OCTaBJIATb TaKHe JOCKH
KaK CHFHaJbl APYr APYry, TaK e Kak KPOJHKH OCTaBJAIOT
norafkH HJH cJefbl Ha TPOMHHKAX.

— Tak Bac Tpeapax u nocaywaJjcs! 3auem BH eMy Bce
3T0 HaGoJaTanu? — cka3aa B CBol0 ouepenb OjyBaHUHK,
Zpyroit cocen.

— He 3Hai0, Ha 4yTO A paccyuThIBaJ,— OTBeTHI Opex.—
MHe npocTo noxasa/ioch, 4TO Mbl 06fi3aHbl BCeX npepynpe-
AHTb 06 OMacHOCTH!

— A TH B cCaMOM JeJie CYHTaellb, YTO €CTb OMaCHOCTb?

— $1 B 3toM y6exnaen! TlaTAl Hukoraa He owmGaercs!

OpyBaHYHK cOGHPAJICA YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TYT KaKOH-TO
KPOJIHK, C IUyMOM NMPHMHHAs 3apOCJH BETPEHHL, KaK CJenoH,
TOJIKHYJICAl B Yallly JieCHOM KyMaHHKH H 3allJienas no KaHase.
3to 6bi1 Jloxmau.

— 31, Jloxmau! — ok/ukHya ero Opex.— Thl cBOGOAEH
OT JexKypcTpa? '

—. Ila, MeHs OCBOGOAMJIH, H, MO BCed BePOATHOCTH, Ha-
Bcerna!

— Kak 3to?

— Ja Bot Tak! §I ywena u3 Aycun!

— Heyxenu u3-3a Hac?

— Bor umenHo! Tpeapax ymeer moGoro aomeub, €cau
H3-32 KaKMX-TO AYpPalKHX MYCTAKOB ero pa36ylsT B NOJ-
zieHb, B caMmblit HH-@puc! CMelo AyMaTh, YTO BCAKHH Apyroit
KPOJHK cMoJ4an Gbl, XeJasi COXPaHHTb ce6e MeCTeuko MpH
T'naBHOM, HO A A/ 3TOrO, BHAHO, He roxych! 51 emy npsimo
CKasaJl, 4YTO He CJMIWKOM LEHIO 3Ty camyio Aycay H 4to
CHJIbHLIA KPOJIHK He mponajeT H Ge3 ero koJonuu! Ha koit
MHe BOpOBaTb A Hero canat? M Ha uyacax cTosiTb He xouy
Goubiue! 51 yxacHo pasoasuscs!

— Cxkopo HekoMy GyleT BOpOBaTb caJaT,— NpoGopMoTas
MaTbii.

— A ot u Tlatwii! — ckasan Jloxmau.— Te6s-10 51 H
uuly! Y MeHsl M3 roJioBbl He BBIXOAST TBOM peud. CKaXKu-Ka:
He MyCTHJ JIH Tl NONPOCTY YTKY, 4TOGH NpHaaTh cebe Beca,
a? Y He HaBpas JH Thi?

— $1 He Bpan,— rpyctHo ckasan [larblil.— Ouenb XaJb,
HO A He Bpax!

— Tak Thl GeXHIUb H3 KOJIOHHH?
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Bce 6blin 03anayeHbl TOH MpsAMOTOH, ¢ KoTopod Jloxmau
pasoM peLUHJ TPeBOXHBIUHA Bcex Bonmpoc. OnyBaHUHK mpo-
6GopMoTaa:

— Bexartb u3 koJonun? Kasinych CosHleM — HalUHM
rocnoaniom Ppucom!

— Mui ¢ [1aTbiM GexxuM ceroaHs Houblo,— ckasan Opex,
HeMHoro noaymas.— HMaemte ¢ Hamu!

— Torna Gepute W MeHs!— Bbinaauna Jloxmau.

Opex noaymas, 4to, XoT NMPHCYTCTBHe JloXMaua MOXeT
0Ka3aTbCA OYeHb KCTaTH, C HHM, HapepHoe, 6yfeT TpYIHO
naauTh. Bpsl M OH moXKesaeT MOMYMHATBCA OGMTaTeJIoO 3a-
nBopok! «He ansi Toro Mbl 6€XXHM H3 KOJIOHHH, YTOGbl HaMH
nombikan Jloxmau»,— nogyman Opex. OpHako BCAyX OH
npoH3Hec:

— Xopouwo! Mbl TeGe panbi!

OH no ouepeaH MOCMOTPesNl Ha OCTa/NbHBIX KPOJHKOB.
CmopoaHHa nepBbiM MNojaJj roJsoc:

— 51 Toxe Gery c Bamu! He To uTo6m IlaAThii MeHs
Hajgoymua. [leo B TOM, YTO y Hac TeM, KTo He B AycJe,
panocTH Majo. KOHeuHO, OUeHb CTPalLIHO pelHTbCst GexaTh!
Iyt 6ynet onacubiM! Ho uto e nenath? JIHchl TYT, JlacKu
TaM, [laTeii noausan tapapam!

OH BbIpBa/ COYHBIA JIMCT GellpeHlla § Haya/ ero XKeBaTb,
CKpbiBasi TPeBOTY.

— Ecan npuuumath cioBa [latoro Bcepbes, To Hamo
YroBOPHUTb H JPYrHX KpPOJMKOB HATH ¢ Hamu! — ckasan
Opex.

— $1 3Hal0 mapouky cosgaT H3 naTpyJs, KOTOPLIX CTOHJIO
6bl npoulynath Ha 3TOT cyeT,— 3asBHa Jloxmau.— Ecan
Al CyMel HX YroBOPHTb, TO NpHBeny ¢ coGoi. ToJbKO OHH
noiayr He u3-3a [lstoro! IlpocTo OHH HEeROBO/bHBI CBOHM
nosio>keHueM. A yTo6bl moBepuTb IlsATOMy, Hafo camMoMy ero
ycablwath. MeHs-TO OH MOJIHOCTbIO yGeauJ!

— 3HauHT, BCTpeuaeMcsi 3eCb CHOBA B M0JIHOYb, TO €CTb
«¢y-Hune». U nyctumesa Mbl B MyTh TOXe 3a noJiHoub. Bpemst
npoporo! OnacHocTb, XOTb H He 3HAI0 KaKas, Bce MPHGJIH-
xkaercsa. Tlputom, ecan Tpeapax y3HaeT, u4To Thl MOKylla-
ewbcsi Ha ero maTpyJ/b, 3TO BpAA JH OyleT eMy MO BKycy.
Kanutan OctpoancT Toxe He Gyaer B Boctopre. Ha
TBOeM MecTe, JloxMau, i 6bl C GOJbLIOH OCTOPOKHOCTHIO
BbIGHPaN TexX, C KeM COGHpaellbCsi TOBOPHTb,— 3aKOHYHJ
coseutanne Opex.

IMocse Bocxoaa JyHbl npolues yxe uac, H Bckope Opex
u TlaTblil BbLIE3H H3 CBOeH HOPbl H THXO COCKOJIb3HYJIH
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Ha OHO KaHaBbl. C HHMH OblJ ellle OAMH KPOJIMK, ApYyr
Msitoro, HocuBKil HMA Xu1a0-py, To ecTh Manenbkuit Fopuio-
yek. On Gbln He kpynHee IlAaToro m ouyeHb po6OK, TaK 4TO
6osbuyio yactb Beyepa Opex u [lathii moTpaTHaH Ha To,
uTOGbl y6eNHTb €ro MpHCOeAHHHTbCA K HHM. [opuiouek aan
corJiacke ToJIbKO MocJie JOJIrHX KoseGauuit. On Gosiics Toro,
YTO HX XKIeT 3a MpejeJaMH KOJOHHH, HO B KOHLle KOHLOB
pelln, 4To Jy4lHi cnoco6 Habexxatb Geabl — 3TO AePHKaTb-
cs no6auxe k Opexy M fenaTb Bce, YTO NMPHKAXYT.

Bce Tpoe MelJeHHO ABHFaJHChb MO KaHaBe, KaK BApPYT
Opex ycabiman Kakoii-to wopox. OH NoaHaa riaasa:

— Kro 310? He OnyBaHunk Ju?

— Her, 310 s, XOKGHMT,— cKa3aJ BHOBb NpHLUeALIHH,
rIAAA Ha HHX cBepxy. OH TAXeJO CNPBITHYJN B KaHasy.

— Heyxenu Th MeHsi He mnoMHuwb, Opex? — cnpocHJ
oH.— B mpoumsoM rosy BO BpeMsi CHEroBbIX 3aHOCOB Mbl
¢ To6oi noaro cuiesH B OfHOH Hope. ONyBaHYHK FOBOPHT,
4TO CerofHs HOYbI0 BH XOTHTe G6exaTb. §I umay c Bamu!

Opex HakoHel, BCMOMHHJ XOKGHTa — TAIyNoOro M MeiJiH-
TeJbHOrO KPOJIHKA, B Ybell JOKyuJHBOH KOMNaHHH eMy JAOBe-
Jocb MPOBECTH NATb 3MMHHX [Hed BO BpeMs CHeronajaa.
«Onnako,— nogyman Opex,— ceiluac He BpeMst BbIGHpaTb
H Kanpusnudath! Xorta Jloxmau o6ewias yroBOpHTb Koe-
KOTO M3 CTPaXKH, BCe e OCHOBHAfl Macca XeJlaloluxX 6exaTtb
6yneT HecOMHeHHO He M3 Aycibl». Opex NpHKHIBIBAJ, KTO
eiie MOr Gbl K HHM NPHCOEJHHHTbCS, KOTLa MOSBHJCA
OpyBaHUHK.

— Hano ToponuTbes! — BCTPEBOMEHHO CKa3ajl OH.—
MHe He CJIMLIKOM HpaBHTCSl, Kak o6CTOAT fena! Mul pasro-
BapuBaJH ¢ XOKGHTOM, KaK BAPYr 3TOT Har/blif JeTHHa
JKa6peii Bolpoc y MeHsl 3a cnHHOH. «UTo BHl 3aTeBaeTe?» —
cnpocust oH. IloToM ckasaj, GyATO HOCOM uyeT, YTO 3peeT
3aroBop npotuB Tpeapaxa, H 3/06HO Ha MeHs YCTaBHJICSH.
Cka3aTb 1o nmpasje, i NOPSAAKOM CTPYXHyJ!

— YausuTeabHo, uyto )KaGpeit NpHHAJCA 3a paccrnpochl,
a He c6uJ1 Te6s cpa3y ¢ Hor,— 3ameTHJa Opex.

Bpema wo. Kposuku cuaenH, NpHXKaBIUHCh K 3emJe.
Opex yxe cobHpaJjca NOHTH MckaThb CMOpPOAMHY, HO BAPYr
yBHJEJ, KaK TOT B CONPOBOXAEHHH TPeX KPOJIHKOB NOSABHJICA
Ha moje. 3aMeTHB CpelH HHX cBoero npuaTtens Kpyuuny,
Opex oGpanoBaJjicsi, TaK KaK 3HaJ, YTO 3TO YECTHBIi H CMe-
Jbll KpoaHK. KpylHHY cOGHpa/JHCh 3a4HC/IHTh B COJNAATH
Aycabl, KaK TOJIbKO OH HaGepeT MOJIHBIA Bec.

«HapepHoe, Kpywuny Toxe o6HxaloT, — noayMas
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Opex.— KpywnHa u Jloxmau GyayT cepbe3Hol cHJIOH, ecan
HaM MpHAETCA BBA3aThCA B KaKylo-HHGYIb Apaky». [pyrux
aByx npusrteneii Cmopoanubsl — Beponuky u JKeayas Opex
He 3HaJ, H HX HMEHa eMy HHYero He roBOPHJH. DTO GblJO
HeyAHBHTEJIbHO, OTOMY YTO 063 OHH GBblIM HHYEM He MpHMe-
yaTe/ibHbl, THIHYHBIE ayTCKePTepbl — TOLUHE KPOJHKH 1O
LeCTOMy Mecsilly OT poay, ¢ G6ecrnoKOMHbIM H POGKHM
B3IVISIOM, TOBOPHBLUIHM O TOM, YTO OGOHX YacCTO HaKa3blBaJa
crpaxa. OHu ¢ no6onbiTcTBOM cMoTpesn Ha [lsartoro. 3Has
ero ToJbKo €O ¢JoB CMOPOAHHBI, OHH, BHAHMO, OXHAAJH,
yto [ATHiA cpa3y HauHeT nmpeacKa3biBaTh rPsilylilee, HO OH
BHIMJIAZE] XJafHOKpOBHee Bcex npouux. [lo-uaumomy,
yBEPEHHOCTb B TOM, YTO GercTBO COCTOHTCS, YCMOKOHJA ero.

Bpems wso. CMopoarHa BblJe3 H3 KaHaBbl H 3a6paJjics
B 3apPOCJIH ManoOpPOTHHKOB, HO BCKOPe BEPHYJICA Ha3al, Hemnpe-
PBIBHO B3AparuBasi, FOTOBbIH NpH MaJeiiuleit Tpesore 6po-
cutbest Gexatb. Opex u [lsATHit Ge3 BCAKOro yNOBOJIbCTBHS
MOLIMMBIBAJMH TEMHYIO TpaBy Mo KpasM KaHaeel. Hakoneu
CO CTOPOHBI Jleca NOCJbIIIAJCA WyM MpbXKKOB. Yepea MHHYTY
pAOOM ¢ HUMH Bbipoc Jloxmay. 3a HHM B KaHaBy CMpbITHYJ
MYCKYJIHCTBIi KPOJHMK MecfileB ABEHAaAUaTH OT POAY, BEUHO
BeceJiblit H HeyHbiBalolwkii. Ero cepe6pucTyio wKypKy Xopoiuo
3HAJH BCe KPOJIMKH KOJIOHHH. DTO Gbl1 NueMAHHHK Tpeapaxa
no umenu CepeGpucThbiii. OH TOMIbKO MEpPBbI MeCAL CJYXKHA
B natpyJe Aycibl.

Opex o6panoBaJjics, yBHaes, uto Jloxmau npusesn Cepe6-
PHCTOro, H3BeCTHOrO CBOei MPSIMOTON M CMOKOHHBIM Xapak-
TepoM.

— JHosopuble poHumann Cepe6pHCTOro 3a 0cCOGeHHbI
LBET MeXa, a TaKXe 3a TO, YTO OH SIKOGHI MOJIYYHJ MeCTO
B Aycie TO/bKO M3-3a CBOero AAMIOLIKH,— cKasasn JIox-
Mau.— §I xoTes no3maTh ellle Mapoyky Apy3el, HO, BHIHO,
OCTa/bHble COJIAATHI BMOJHE LOBO/NbHBI CBOHM MOJOXKEHHEM. —
Jloxmau ocMoTpesicsi.— A Beab Hac HemHoro! He oTka3saTbes
JIH HaM OT 3TOH 3aTeu?

Cepe6pucTbiit co6paJcsi GbIO OTKPBITb POT, KaK BApPYT
B KyCcTax pasja/icsi WIyM M M3 3apocsedl BbICKOUMJH TpPH
Kposiika. OHM [BHra/iuch YeTKO H yBePeHHO B OTJHYHE OT
KPOJIHKOB, COGpaBLIMXCA B KaHaBe, 4eH war Gula poGOK
H Hecmes. CaMblif KPYNHBIfi KPOJIMK Luesl BhepelH, Kak Ko-
MaHIHp, a ABa APYTHX C/Ie10BaJH 32 HHM B HEKOTOPOM OTAA-
neHud. YyBCTBYS, 4TO 3TH KPOJMKH — Bpark, Opex B3ApOTHYJ
u 3amep. Ilartuiit npowentan:

— Oii, Opewek, oHH 33 HaMH..— M 3aTHX, a Jloxmay,

15



NOBEPHYBIIHCh K BHOBb TPHLUIENIIHM, YCHJIEHHO 3adbipKan
H 3apaGotan HocoM. BHOBb nNpHOGBbIBIUHE, He KoJieGJisich,
HanpaBHJIHCh K HeMmy.

— Toi Tae#nn? — cnpocusn Jloxmaua HayaJlbHHK maT-
pyast.

— Tbl MeHsi oT/HYHO 3Haews, Octposuct. Yero TeGe
Hajgo? — cnpocua Jloxmau.

— Tul apecToBaH! — rpo3Ho o6bsBHA OCTPOSHCT.

— 3a uro?

— 3a pacnpocTpaHeHHe HENOBOJILCTBA M MOACTPeKa-
TeabcTBO K OyHTy. TH TOXKe apecroBaH, CepeGpHCTHH, 3a
TO, YTO CBOeBpPeMeHHO He oTiaan panopra )KaGpewo u npo-
MYCTHJ CBOe AeXYpCTBO!

He pa3snymuiBasi, JloxmMau OJHHM NPbIXKKOM GpOCHJICS
Ha Octposncra. ToT Hauasn or6uBaThecs. Ero nopunHeHHbe
NPHOJH3HIHCD, TMOMKHIAAA MOMEHTa, YTOOH BKJIOYHTbCA
B CXBAaTKy M MpHXKaTh Lapanamoulerocsi H GOKCHpyloLero
3anHuMH Janamu Jloxmaua k 3emJge. BhesanHo Jloxmauy
Ha noMoub G6pocuica Kpymuna. OH c6un ¢ HOr oJaHOrO
naTpy/JbHOro M HamaJ Ha Broporo. Yepes MHHYTY K HeMmy
npucoeanHnaca OnyBaHYHK, NPLITHYB MPAMO Ha roJIOBY pa-
HeHHoro KpywnHo#t congata. O6a naTpyJbHHX C TPYAOM
OTOGHJIHCh OT HalIHX CMeJbYAaKOB H NOCKAaKaJH K 3apOC/sM.
Hakoxeu OcTtposHcT BhipBaJcsi H3 06bsATHi Jloxmaua  npH-
ceJl Ha 3ajlHMe Jambi, CEPAHTO CXKHMasi NMepefiHHe, KaK 3TO
OGBLIYHO NeJIal0T KPOJHKH, €C/IH HX Pa3lipasHHTb.

OH co6upascsi GblIO 3aroOBOPHTb, HO NEpel HHM BHE3aIHO
Beipoc Opex.

— bBern, uan mbl Te6s1 y6beMm,— ckasaJl OH TBEpLO, HO
6e3 3/106hl.

— MouauaTb, Geaymubifi! Thl pa3roBapHBaellb ¢ KanuTa-
HoM Aycan! 1o Te6s MH y6bem! — 3aBonua OcTpoJHcT.

OH mnoBepHyJICA, BBICKOYHJ H3 KaHaBbl H CKOpO Hcue3
B 33pOCIfX.

Okasanoch, yto y OnyBaHunka nopakeHo mjeyo. Ou
HEMHOTrO MOJM3aJ] paHKy, a 3aTeM mnosepHy’csi K Opexy.

— OHH cKOpO BepHYTCA H HaTpaBAT Ha Hac Bcio Aycay!
Torna Ham Hecgo6poBaTh! — HepBHO B3aparupasi, npoGop-
MOTaJl OH.

— Hemre K pyubio, TaM Mbl He NOTepsieM APYT Apyra,—
ckasaa Opex.

INneyom k naeuy c TaTeiM Opex BbiBes CBOH MaJieHbKHH
OTpsIA H3 KaHAaBH H MOLIEJ BHH3 MO CKJIOHY. Uepe3 MHHYTY
KPOJIHKH HCUe3/H B TyMaHe, MPOHH3AHHOM JIYHHbIM CBETOM.
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2. olecu repenpabn
8 wppoy foeky

To oTcTaBasi, TO neperoHas ApYr Apyra, HO CTapasich 10
BO3MOXXHOCTH JepXaTbCsl BMeCTe, KPOJHKH MPOLILIH OKOJIO
M0JIyKHJIOMeTpa MO MOJIO, ABHrasAch Bce BpeMst BAO/b Gepera
pyuba. JlyHa yxe 3axoauJa.

Onuako Opex Bce elle He GblJl YBEPeH, YTO OHH OTOLUJH OT
noMa Ha GesonmacHoe paccrosihde. [lpucaywnBasich wyTh Ju
He B COTHIH pa3, HeT JIH 32 HHMH MOTOHH, OH BADPYT NPSAMO
nepea cOGOH YBHAeJ TeMHble CTBOJIbI JAepeBbeB H 3aMETHJI,
4yT1o pyueit yGeraer B IIy6HHy Jseca. Kpoaukn He mo6saT
JiecHOH 4aio6el, H Opexy He MOHPaBHJHCb BLIPOCIUHE Mepen
HHM JepeBbsl, HO, pellHB, 4To OCTPOJIHCT TOXEe He OJMH pa3
nojyMaeT, Npexie YeM MYCTHTbCA 3a HHMH B TakHe rHGJbie
MecTa, OH MoBeJ1 CBOH OTPSIA MPAMO MO Jiecy, He COBETYfCh
¢ JloxMayoM M Hajlesicb, YTO TOBapHLUH 32 HHM MOCJELYIOT.

KaK To/IbKO OHHM BOLWIH B JieC, TOT KaK GyATO BAPYT OXKHJI.
Kak-To XyTKo ulyMesa Boja, H KPYroM CTOSJ 3anax JIMCTbeB
M ceiporo Mxa. B ryume sieca tamsca Bojomah, poxAaaBIIHI
ryakoe 3xo. Ham rosoBaMH KpOJNHKOB wWIypLIasH JHCTBOH
HOYHble MTHLBI, a B BepiuHHAX ryaen setep. Manaseka pomo-
CHJIHCD ellle 60Jiee CTpalliHble 3BYKH, IPOHCXOXKAEHHSE KOTOPBIX
OHH He MOTJIH TOYHO ONpejeJHTb, HO MoXoxe OblIO, 4TO MO
Jlecy KTo-T0 MpoGHpaeTcsi.

He nonumas, 4T0 03HayalOT BCe ITH CTPaHHble 3BYKH
H Kyna 6exaTb B HENMpPHIOTHOM Jecy, KPOJHKH COHJIHCb
B TECHYIO Ky4Ky. ¥ CeBIUHCb Ha BBLICOKYIO FOPY MaJblX JHCTbEB
noa KycTtoM octpoancra, Opex moneiTajncsi nosyyiie pac-
CMOTpETb y3KYIO TPOMHHKY, M0 06e CTOPOHH KOTOPOWH CTeHOH
CTOSJIM TyCThle ManopoTHHKH. TpPomMHHKAa mokasajach emy
coBeplueHHO cBOGOAHOA. ONHAKO He SICHO 6BbIJIO: YTO TAaHTCH
3a ManopoTHMKOBOH uaillell H YTO XKIET HX 3a MOBOPOTOM?
Kakasi cynb6a MOCTHIHET ero, ecii OH OCMEJIHTCS MOKHHYTh
YIOTHYI0 TeHb ocTpoancTa? Opex o6epHyJcs K MpHceBlieMy
HeBaasieke OJyBaHUHKY.

— Kak ToJIbKO 5l MOBEpPHY 3a MOBOPOT, NMOAAM CHTHAJ.
Ecan co MHOM uTO-HHGYAb CJAYYHTCH, YBOOH OCTaJ/ibHBIX
B Ge3onacHoe MecTo,— CKa3aJsl OH H, He JOXHIafcb OTBETa,
MocKaKaJs Mo TPOMHHKE.

Yepes MrHOBeHHe OH GbiJl y2Ke Y OBOPOTa H BHHMaTeJbHO
ocMoTpesics. TponuHKa U 3aech 6bl1a nycTbiHHOH. OHa noJsioro
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cnyckaJach BHH3, B NOJIHHY, TAe B FJyGOKo# TeHH cTosina
powa nagy6os. Opex nojan CHrHaJ, MOCTy4aB O 3eMJIO
Janoil, W 4yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CeKyHHA B MAanoOpOTHHKAX PAIOM
¢ HuM okasasca OnysaHuHK. Opex OTMeTHJI, YTO, HECMOTPS
Ha TOJIbKO YTO MEpeXKHThIHl CTPaX H MyUYHTEJbHYIO YCTaJOCTb,
OnyBaHUHK — BeJIHKOJIENHBIH GeryH, OH 3a CYHTaHHble ce-
KYHAbl MOKPBII pasfessiBliee HX PacCTOSHHE.

— bBpaso! 3noposo! — mpowenTtan Ha yxo Opexy Ony-
BaHuuK.— Thl cefiuac coBceM Kak Dab-Dxpeitpa', puckosan
palH Hac CBOeH XXH3HbIo!

Opex nackoBo mocmotpes wa Onysanunka. CinoBa 3TH
6bliM CKa3aHbl HCKpPeHHe W OT AYIUH, M MOXBaJja Apyra
corpesia ero.

— Ham Heo6xoauMo crenaTh npHBaj,— 3assua Jloxmay,
npo6uBasicb kK Opexy Mexay TAXeJOo AblABIIMMH KPOJHKa-
MH, BaJHBIUHMHCA OT yCTaJOCTH.— MecTo 3zech He Jsyuluee
AN OTAbIXa, HO TlATHIF M 3TOT BTOPOHl HeLOMEpOK OueHb
yctann! OHu coBceM BblIOXJAHCb! Be3 nepeabiuiku OHH He
caenalT HH wary!

B caMom Zese, Bce MyTelIeCTBEHHHKH BLIGHIUCH H3 CHAZ.
Opex H ero Apy3bsi BrepBble B )KH3HH MpPOBEJH 3Ty HOYb
COBepIIEHHO HEOGLIYHBIM /ISl KPOJNHKOB oGpa3om. OHu myTe-
IIeCTBOBA/H eJIHHbLIM OTPSIIOM, @ He B ONHHOUYKY, H MbITAJIHCh
HATH POBHO, pa3MepeHHO. BO/bIIHHCTBO H3 HHX YYTb GBLIO He
BMaJo B «TCapH» — TaK HA3blBaeTCA y HHX OleNeHeHHe,
KOrjJla HCMYTaHHbif KPOJHK CHIAMT HENoOIBHXHO, 6e3y4yacTHO
c/lesl OCTeKJEHEBLIMMH T/a3aMH 3a NpPHOJHXEHHeM omac-
HOro Bpara.

Opex 3amertus, yto lopiuoyek NpuTaH/cs 3a Nanopor-
HHKOM, OMYCTHB YIIH H Tpenewa BceM TesioM. C coBeplleHHO
YGHUTLIM BHAOM OH BHITAIHYJ nepen coGoil lany H HempepbliBHO
au3an ee. IaThiit Boirnsnen He ayvwe. O6a oueHb ycTaJH.

Opex MOHAJ, 4TO, MOKa €ro OTPAA He OTAOXHET, HM Ge3-
onacHee Bcero cuieTb Ha Mecte. OfHaKO ec/H AaTh KPOJHKaM
rOpecTHO Pa3MbIUIATL O HX 3JIOKJIOYEHHSX, TO, MOXaJayH,
CTPax MOXeT OBJafieTb HMH HacCTOJIbKO, YTO KOMY-HHOYIb,

' Uma dnb-Oxpedipu (Jauab-xpefip-pa, To ectb Khasb, y koToporo
Tucsiua Bparos) KponukaM roBopuT He MeHee, uem WMs Po6un [yna
aHraMyanam. dab-dxpefipa — nereHaapHufi nopesHTeNb KPOAHKOB.— [Tpus.
aer.

2 BOABbWHHCTBO KPOIHKOB BCIO JKH3Hb MPOBOJHT B KOJIOHHH Ha OLHOM
MecTe, H npoGeraloT OHH 3a OAHH pa3 He Gosiee YETHIPEXCOT METPOB.
Kpo/HKH MecsiuaMH XHBYT H CNAT Ha rosiofl 3emse, HO OGMYHO NOGAH-
30CTH y HHX BCerna ecTb Kakoe-HHOyab ykputHe.—/[Tpum. asr.
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BO3MOXXHO, MNPHIET B TOJIOBY BO3BPAaTHTbCS B KOJIOHHIO, a
Koe-KTO yiileT B CTOpPOHy H 3abayaurtca. Bhesanno Opexa
03apHJI0.

— Cpnenaem 3aecb npuBas! 3a6upaiitech noray6xe B na-
nopoTHHK! A Tbl, OJyBaHYHK, PAacCCKaXXH KaKylo-HHOYIb
ckasky! CMoTpH, Haw [oplIoyek ropHT keJaHHeM TeGsi Mo-
caywartb,— ckasaa Opex.

Barasnys Ha Topuwouka, OnyBaHuHK cpa3y mousa Ope-
xa. Crapasicb NofaBHTh COGCTBEHHYIO TPeBOTY, KOTODYIO Bhbl-
3biBaJl Y Hero rycToi uYepHbii Jec, H 3a6biTb CBOH yxac
nepej OTBPAaTHTENbHHIM 3J0BOHHEM, KOTOpoe H3AaBaJH
KaKHe-TO JieCHble )XXHBOTHbe, HaXOAHBIUHECS, MNO-BHAHMOMY,
HenonaJeKy, OyBaHUHK HauaJ CBOH pacckas:

— B HesanamsTHhe BpemeHa Connue-@®pHC COTBODHJ
Hawy 3emmio. PpHC cO3laj TaKKe BCeX XKHBOTHbIX. BHa-
yaJjle OHH OYeHb NMOXOIHJIM APYT Ha Apyra. JlacTouka ¢ sicTpe-
6oM GblH APY3bSIMH H BMecTe NMHTAJHChb CEMEHaMH M MyXa-
MH, H KPOJHK C JIHCOM TOXe OblIH APY3bAMH H 06a MuTa-
JIMCb TPaBOi. A TpaBbl H MyX GbLIO MPEAOCTATOYHO, NMOTOMY
4TO MHD TOrAa Gbll elle MOJIOABLIM H HOBbIM, a PpHC LeJbi-
MH AHAMH CTOS1 B HeGe, TaK 4YTO Bce BpeMsi GbLIO TemJo.

B Te BpemMeHa BOXb KPOJHKOB DJib-DXpeiipa HJ B APY K-
6e CO BCeMH >KHBOTHBIMH. ¥ Hero 6blJI0 CTOJBKO AeTeil, YTo
HX He cymea 6ul cocuutath cam Ppuc. Y Bce oun nuranmch
TPaBoi M OLyBaHYHKaMH, CaJaToM H KJeBepoM, a ib-Ix-
peiipa 6bl1 UM BCEM OTLOM.

Tyt JloxMau 0n0GPHTENBHO XMBIKHYJI.

— UYepes HekoTOpoe Bpems,— npojokai OnyBaHUHK, —
TpaBa nopejeJia, a KpoJHKH pa3GpeJHcb MO CBEeTY, Pa3MHO-
JKasicb M noejas BCIO PaCTHTE/bHOCTb Ha cBoeM myTH. Toraa
®puc ckasan ab-Oxpedipe: «Kuszp Kpoamk, ecan Tol He
yMeelllb ynpaBJiiTh CBOHM HapoJOM, MHe NMPHAETCA NMPHUHATDH
Mepbl caMomy!» Ho 3ab-dxpefipa Bospasua Ppucy: «Moi
Hapol cH/bHee Bcex Ha cpete! Mul GhicTpee BceX pasMHO-
KaeMmcsi H GoJibllle Bcex eiHM. Mbl Xe 3TO jJiesaeM H3 JIOGBH
K rocnoauHy HaueMmy CouHuy! Mbl GhICTPO OTKJHKaeMcCs
Ha ero Temno # Jacky! MHe ayMaeTcs, rocnoiuH AOJKeH
OLEHHTb HAaC MO JOCTOHHCTBY H He MellaThb Hallelf mpekpac-
HOM XH3HH!»

®puc MOr Gbl OJHHM LLEJYKOM NOKOHYHTb ¢ DJb-DxXpeii-
pOii, HO OH PEeILHJ NOLAAHTD €ro, TaK KaK KPOJHKH HeOGXOaH-
Mbl Ha CBeTe: OHH HYXHbl JUISl Bece/ibsl, IIYTOK H BCAYECKHX
npogenok. M Bor ®puc pewnsn nobemuTtb ib-Ixpeiipy
XUTpoCTbio. OH OGDBABHJ, YTO YCTPaHBAeT NHDP HAa BeCb MHP,
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Ha KOTOPOM BCe MNTHLB M JKHBOTHbIE NOJYYaT MOJADKH.
Japel 3TH BHeCYT pas/HYHfl MeXAy XXHBOTHbIMH. Koraa
npHLIeN 1PO3J, OH NMONYYHJI Uy IeCHYIO NECHIO, a KOTJa NMpHLue
6blK, OH MOJNYYHJ HeyCTPalWHMOCTb. B cBOIo oyepeap nMpHIH
ropHoctai, Jxca H nacka. Kaxknomy u3 Hux ®puc nogapun
CTpPaCTHOE KesNaHHe NOXHpaTb feTell Dib-DxpeHpol. Bee 3to
BpeMsi dab-Dxpefipa NpoBesi BecefAcb, TaHUYs H MNOXBa-
JIAIACb, YTO BCKOpe OH NpHAeT K PpHCYy H MOJNYYHT OT HEro
BeJIMKHA nap. HakoHel u OH oTnpaBH/aCA Ha BcTpeuy ¢ PpH-
com. Mo nyT™M OH OCTaHOBH/CA NepPelOXHYTb Ha MSATKOM
necuaHoM 6yropke. TyT HaJl HHM mNpoJieTesl YepHBIR CTPHXK
¢ oTtuasiHHbiM BomseM: «Bectb! Bectb!» (Mexay npounm,
C TOrO CaMOro MAHA OH TBEPAHT OJHO 3TO CJOBO.) ilb-
Oxpeiipa CNpOCHJ, YTO 3TO 3a BeCTb, H CTPHXK OTBETHJ:
«He xoten 6m 51 6Th Ha TBoeM Mecte! pHC nojapHJ JHce
H JlacKe 3J10€ CepAlle H OCTphie 3y6hbl, a Kolke — Gecury MHbIH
npeixkok. Temepb OHM GYNYT NMOXHpPATb BCEX TBOHX NOA-
JaHHBIX».

CTpuK noJjietes naJblue, a dab-dxpefipa yc/bllian ro-
soc ®puca: «Ine ke Dab-dxpeitpa? Bee, kpome Hero, nosy-
yuaH faapul. OcraJcst oQHH OH!»

Torpa dab-dxpeitpy oxBaTHa cTpax. OH noBepHyJics
K cBOeMy 6YropKy K Hauan pbith Hopy. Korna ®puc nosiBuics
Hal XoJMOM, fiMa GblJla yXe MNOpANOYHBIX pa3mepoB. W3
HOpBl TOpYAJIH TOJBKO XBOCT H 3afHHe Janmbl DJb-Dxpefiphi,
a necok M 3emiasi (OHTAHOM JIeTEH H3 SIMbI, MOTOMY YTO
Sub-Ixpeiipa Gosiicss XOTA Gbl HA MHHYTYy MPeKPaTHTb CBOE
sanatHe. M 1y ®puc cnpocua, kak GyATO He Yy3HaBast
BOX/S KPOJIMKOB: «Ipyr Mofi, He BHIeJ JiH Thl Jb-DXpeii-
py? 51 xouy mepesath emy MOH ap H 6saroc/ioBeHHe».—
«HeTt,— orBeTns dub-Dxpefipa,— OH He CMOT MPHHTH, H cei-
yac oH jpaneko!» Torma Ppuc ckaszan: «Boliian xe
H3 sIMBl M TOJyYyd Moe 6Jaroc/oBeHHe BMeCTO Hero!» —
«Hukak He wmory! — oTBeyaa ub-Oxpeiipa.— Bpema He
xzuet! Ckopo npuGeryt suca M Kowka! Ecin Tl Tak yx
Xouellb MeHsi 6/1aroc/oBHTb, TO 6J1aroC/OBH MOH XBOCT —
OH Mepel CaMblM TBOMM HOCOM TOPYHT H3 HOpH. He 3a6ynp
TaKXe MOM 3ajHHe Jambi!»

Bce Kpo/IMKH He pa3 CJIbllLaJH 3Ty HCTOPHIO JIHGO 3HMHHMH
HOYaMH, KOTa MO HOpaM HOCHTCA JIeAsiHOH CKBO3HSK, JHGO
TenJIbiMK JIETHHMH BeuepaMH, KOrla Bce NJIeMsi CHAHT B Tpase
noa 6y3uHOM, u3paiolei serkuit 3anax npeaun. Onnako Ony-
BaHYMK paccka3biBajJ TaK Xopoilo, 4yTo jpaxe [opuwouex
3a6bll PO yCTaNOCTb H Mpo Bce onacHocTH. Kakawli w3
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HalHX KPOJNHKOB BooGpa)cai ce6a B 3TOT MOMEHT IJb-
Oxpelipoit, KOTOpBIA Gbl1 TaK OTBAaXKeH, YTO MOI Halep3HTb
rocnoguHy ®pHCYy M NpH 3TOM oOCTaThCsl Ge3HaKa3aHHbIM.

— Tyt,— npogosxkan OnyBanunk,— Ppucy npuuiach
no Aylue CMeJOCTb H HaXOAYHBOCTb BOXKAS KPOJIMKOB, H OH
OLEHHJ TFOTOBHOCTb Dab-DXpefipbl 60POTbCA C Bparamu Ao
KOHUa.

«Jla 6ynet Tak! — ckasan Ppuc.— BaarocsoBaso TBOH
XBOCT, @ TaKXe TBOH 3a[HHe Jiambl, TOpHYallHe H3 HOPbI!
Jlanbl! CraHbTe CHJbHBIMH H GLICTPHIMH BO BEKH BEKOB!
Buite mo cemy!»

INpu 3THX cJ0Bax 3aAHHe Janbl Dab-DXpeiipbl BbITSAHY-
JHCb M O6GPOC/IH MOLUHBIMH Mblinami. OH Tak HMH 3amo-
JIOTHA MO CKJIOHY, 4TO Bce GyKallKH MonmajajH cO CBOHMX
TpaBHHOK. M TyT OH BBLICKOYHA M3 fIMBl H NMOMHYaJIcs Mpoyb
6bicTpee Bcex Ha cpete, a ®puc-CoJHLE XOXOTaJ, YJMOJIOKaN
H KpH4an emy Bcaen: «Bce paBHO KpOIHKH HHKOrAa He GyayT
npasuTb MHpom! He GuiBath Takomy! Jlioa, JIMCHl, BOJKH,
KOTbl — CJIOBOM, BCe XHIIHHKH CTaHyT Mnpec/eloBaTh TBOHX
noanauubix! Ho Mano KTo cymeeT Bac NOrHaTb H CXBAaTHTb,
o Kussb UyTkoe ¥Yxo, o Beaukuit Beryu, o Polowwmit U Jlos-
kuii! [lomHu Mo# 3aBeT: He 3eBaii, 6yllb MacTepoM Ha BCfKHe
XHTpble NPOJeJKH — H TBOA HapoJd HHKOTLA He MOruGHet!»

H 1yt Oab-Oxpefipa nouan, uro Ppuc no-npexHemy
octasncs emy ApyroM. C Tofl mopel KaAbifi Beuyep, Koraa
@dpuc KOHYaeT [AHEBHYIO PaGOTy H JIOXKHTCA OTAbLIXaThb Ha
KpacHoe NMOKphIBaJio He6a, Dsib-Oxpefipa, H ero AeTH, U JeTH
ero feTeil BBIXOAAT H3 CBOHX HOD H BECeJIATCA MOJL ero Nacko-
BbIM B30pOM.

Mpu nocnennux cnosax OnyBaHYHKA CHAEBUIHH C MoA-
BEeTPeHHOA CTOpOHH )Kesyab BHE3amHO 3amep, HaCTOPOXHB
YWH H NpHHIOXHBasicb. OTBpaTHTe/bHBIH He3HAKOMbIH 3anax
3aMEeTHO YCHJIHJCH, PAJOM MOCJBIILAJHCh TAXeJble Liard.
Ha pasnbHeM KOHue TPOMHHKH MEPHCTHIE JIHCTbA ManopoT-
HHKa Pa3/IBHHYJHCb, H H3-32 HHX BHIVIAHYJA JJHHHAsA MOpaa
c GeJBIMH H YepHHIMH TMOJIOCAMH, CJierka HanoMHHamoLllas
coGaublo. Mopaa cMoTpesia BHH3, 4eJIOCTH PacKpbLIHCh, Kak
Gy ATO YXMBL/IASICh, @ KOHYHK HOCA BLIHIOXHBAJ YTO-TO Y caMO#
3emaH. B cymepkax MOXKHO GBIJIO Pa3/IHYHTL OTFPOMHbBIE JJIHH-
Hble Jlanbl H BOJIOCAaTYyl0 4epHylo Tywy. [ojoBa MeaneHHO
noBOpayHBaJ/ach, BHAHMO, XXHBOTHOE OCMaTPHBAJIO TYMaHHble
TAYGHHL JIECHBIX MPOrajHH. 3aTeM OHO OCTAHOBHJIO Ha Kpo-
JHKax CBOA CBHpennifi, JeieHAWHH Aywy Barasa. YesocT
c/lerka MPHOTKPBIIHCh, 32 HHMH CBEPKHYJH 3yGbl, TaKHe e
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GeJsible, KaK MoJochl Ha rosiose. YynoBHlle N0JIro cMOTpeJsio
Ha KpOJHMKOB B YNOP, H OHH 3aMepJH MOA €ro B3rJAIOM.
3artem Jloxmau nepecesi noGiHMe K CBOHM TOBapHILAM.

— 3To — a3HApH — GapcyK! — npoluenTan OH TaK THXO,
4TO HHKTO He paccjbiian ero.— OHH peiko 6GbBAalOT onac-
HbIMH, HO HaM Jy4iue He puckoBaTh! Hamo yxomuts!

M Jloxmau nomuajcsi pbicblo Yepe3d 3apoc/H Manopot-
HHka. OlyBaHUYHK MOCJeNOBaJ 33 HHM, H BCKOpe OHH 06a
cKpblaMch B polle nagy6oB. Opex MOCTPOHS OCTaBLUHXCA
oc/1aGeBIUHX KPOJIHKOB H MOBEJ HX uyepe3 ManopoOTHHKOBHIE
3apocad. [opuioyek, noAroHseMbli CTPaxoM, CMNOTbIKAJCA
H xpoman nosaau. Ilpofins powy nmamy6os, Opex ocraHo-
BHJICS, B HEJOYMEHHH MNpPHCeJ [a TaK H 3acThl/l Ha MecTe.
TpsiMo mepen HUM BhicHJCA KpyToit Geper pexu. [1pn Tyckiom
cBeTe 3aXOAsilledl JyHH JIerko GblJIO Pa3/HUHTh GJeCTALLYIO
rJaab BOAbl, 32 KOTOPOA DPacCCTHJANHCh 3apOC/H OpelHHKA
M O/bxH. Bce myTellecTBEHHHKH ONMH 32 APYTHM NOJHSAJHCH
Ha Geper H MOJYa YCTaBHJIHCb Ha BO3HHKILYIO Nepef HHMH
nperpaay.

— Bor 310 ciopnpus! — ckaszan Hakoneu Jloxmau.—
INpusnaiica, Opex! To Takoro He oxupana? BepHo?

XoTts oT ycranocth MbicaiH Opexa myTaJuch, OH TOHAM,
yto ¢ Jloxmauom He oGepeiubca xjonot. KoHeuHo, oH He
TPYC, HO BeJeT Ce6fl CMOKOAHO TOJIbKO B TOM CJyuae, eCJH
TOYHO 3HaeT, YTO Hano AenaTb. [l Hero pacTepsiHHOCTDb
XyXKe OnacHOCTH. PacTepsiHHuIf, OH HauHHaeT 3JHTbCA.
Hapo nommepxarth ysepeHHocTb Jloxmaua B ce6e. Ecau
Opexy He yjpacTcsi ee BOCCTaHOBMTb, MPeACTOAT GOJblUHE
HenpuATHOCTH. OpeXx BCMOMHHJ KOBapHyio Jo6e3HocTs Tpea-
paxa.

— He 3Hao, uto 66 MH Ge3 Te6s pnenasd, Jloxmau!
CkaxxH: 4TO 3T0 Obli 3a cTpaluiHbii 3pepb? Hasephoe, oH
XOTeJl Hac COXPpaTb? — CHPOCHJ OH.

— Oto a3uapu! Y Hac B Aycse HacTO O HHX paccKasbl-
Ba/d,— He6pexxHo oTBeuas Jloxmau.— [lo-moemy, ayuiue
u3beraTtb ¢ HUMH BcTpeud. OHH, KOHEUHO, TOXKe NMPHHALJIeXAT
K 3n106H0# Thicsive HalWKX BparoB. Mue 6l 1aBHO AOranaThes
O TOM, YTO JISHAPH NOGJIH3OCTH, HO §i CAM BHXKY ero Brepsbie!

— Jlo BcTpeuH ¢ HaMH OH OXOTHJICA H y6uBan! — ckasad,
copporasicb, CMOpoaHHa.— Y Hero mMopaa B KpoBH!

— MoxeT G6biTb, OH mOAMan KpHCy HJIH da3aHbero
nrenua. Ham noseano, uto ero oxora 6Ghina yaauHo#, a To,
nox<aJsy#, oH 6b1 G6bl ¢ HAMH NMONOBOPOTJHBEE, — 3aKJIO4HJ
Jloxmau.
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TeM BpeMeHeM Ha TPOMHHKY HAaKOHel BbIGPAJIHCh, KO-
Bblisist, [IATelf ¥ Fopiuoyek. OHH TOXKe OCTaHOBHJIHCD, MIAAA
Ha peKy.

— Kak ol gymaeu, [1sThIii, 4TO HaM Tenepb gesaTb? —
cnpocua Opex. IlaTwifi ewe pa3 B3rasiHy/J Ha peKy M mnolue-
BEJIHJ YIIAMH.

— HyxHo nepeGpatbesi uepe3 peky. Tosbko s enBa JiH
cMory mabiTh: i oueHb yctan. M Topuouky He serue, uem
MHe,— oTBeyas [laThbif.

— Kro 3710 cobupaertcss nablITb? — BcKpHuas Jloxmau.—
B nepBulit pa3 B XKH3HH CJIbILIY TaKylo epech!

BepoHuka B cBOIO ouepenb 3asgBHJ, YTO MPOCTO He XOueT
BXOAHTb B BOAY, @ XOKGHT CKa3aJ, YTo OH Jyulle MoHgeT no
Gepery. B ray6une aywn Opex cuutan, uto ecau [laTwiit
COBeTyeT NepenJibiTb peKy, TO He6Gjaropa3yMHo mnpene6peub
€ro COBETOM, HO HYXHO Gblo y6eaHTb B 3TOM OCTaJ/ibHbix!
Bue3zanno Opex nouyyBcTBOBaJ ce6s yBepeHHo. UTo e nepe-
MeHHJIOCh? 3BYK JIH KaKOW-HUOY /b 10 HEro JOHECC, HJIH 3TO
6bis1 3anax? Bckope OH MOHsJ, 4TO MpoH3ouIo. 3a pekoi,
noAHHMasicb B HeGeca, 3aBeJl CBOIO MECHIO XKaBOPOHOK. 3aTeM
NPO3By4a/H [ABe-TPH HH3KHE H MPOTAMKHble HOTHl H3 MeCeHKH
4epHOro Apo3fa. 3aKkJOXTaJia JiecHasi ropauua. ATo 3aHHMa-
Joch yTpo! Bckope cKBO3b cephif TyMaH YTPeHHHX CyMepek
KPOJIMKH YBHJIE/H, YTO 3a PeKOHl JieXaT OTKPbIThle COJIHUY
Jyra.

IMecuanuii Geper pekH G6bll He CJAHIUKOM KpyT. BHu3y,
MO HOCAMH CHASAILUMX KPOJIHKOB, PACCTHJIAJICA LIHPOKHIl Miec
C HenoaBMXHOH Bogoll. Opex B3rJAsAHYA Ha MOJOTHIA
GepexoK.

— A Ha Gepery ectb TpaBa! [Iloitnem, nonacemcs,—
cKa3saJ OH.

KpoJnky ycTtano cnoss/u no CKJIOHY H NPHHANKCD IHNaTh
TPaBy Yy CaMoro pyubs.

IMepexceBniBas TpaBy, Opex npuGausuaca k Ilatomy
H He3aMeTHO OTTECHHJ] ero OT Bcex ocTaJbHbX. Koraa onn
CKPBIJIHCb 32 BLICOKHMH KaMbllIaMH, OH CIPOCHJ:

— CkaxH, TIATbI, HyXXHO JM HaM HeNpeMeHHO nepe-
nabiBaTh peky? He syume au nofith Brosn Gepera?

— Her! Yepes peky nepe6patbcs Heo6xoaumo! Ham Hyx-
HO HalTH BbICOKOE CyXOe MeCTO, OTKyAa BCe fAaJieKO BHAHO
H CJIBLILIHO M rje He GhiBaeT JIOJeH.

! TMono6HO BCEM AMKHM )KHBOTHMM, KPOJHKH YMEIOT M/aBaTh, ecJH
B 3TOM ecTb Heo6xomauMocTb.—[Tpuns. asr.
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— A ecTb JM Ha cBeTe Takoe MecTo?

— Ha 3stom Gepery MecTa HeT, HO Mbl NepenJbiBeM
pexy!

— bBolock, 4To HawM Apy3bsi OTKAaXYTCH HATH AaJblue.
H notom, pa3spe TH MOXellb cefiyac MAbITh?

— $1-1o nonabiBy, Ho BOT ['OpLIOYKY coBceM MaOX0. ¥YXK
He nopahuics JH oH? HaMm, HaBepHoe, mpuaercs 3azep-
JKaTbcA 311€Cb, OTAOXHYTb!

TyT HaBCTpeuy HM H3 KaMbliued BbiCKOuHJ Jloxmau.

— $1 yxe cran 6ecoKOHTbCS, KyJa Bbl 3aNponacTHAHCD.
Hy kak, naem aaabuue?

— Her, He ceituac,— TBepao ckasan Opex.— [lyctb Bce
xopowo oTAOXHYT! Mbl ocTaHoBHMcA 3aech A0 Hu-Ppuca,
a MoTOM BCeM OTPANOM MNepernyibiBeM peky.

Jloxmau xoTes GblJIO YTO-TO BO3Pa3HTb, HO ero mepeGH.
CmoponuHa:

— A nouemy G6bl camomy Jloxmauy He mepemJibiTb peKy
M He MOCMOTpeTb, YTO 3a HeH B moasix?

— JlagHo, B 3TOM €CTb H3BECTHbIH CMbICJ,— JOBOJIbHO
HEOXOTHO corsiacuica Jloxmau.— §1 mepenJibiBy 3Ty BOHIOUYIO
peuky xoTb cto pa3! — Jloxmau Ha3Ba/J pexky «3mGieep».
Tak KpoJIMKH Ha3bIBAIOT 3anax Jxchl.— Beeraa pan cyxutb!

Be3 masefiuinx KoseGanuit Jloxmau B ABa MpblXKKa NOA-
CKaKaJl K peKe H OMJIbL Mo rJy6oKoil H Txoit Bose. Kposinku
yBHJIEJIH, KaK OH Bblje3 M3 BOAbLl y UBETYLIHX KyCTOB KOpHY-
HOH TPaBKH, yXBAaTHBLUMCb 3Y6aMH 3a ee XXeCTKHe CTBOJIbl,
OTPSIXHYJICSI H HCYe3 B OJIblIaHHKe. MHHYTY cnycTsi OH ycTpe-
MHJCSL B ToOJle, BHIHeBLIeeCs 3a MPO3pauyHbIMH KyCTaMH
OpellHHKA.

— Xopouwo, yto Jloxmay nowes ¢ Hamu,— cka3an Opex
CepeGpHcTOMYy, C APOXKbIO OTBpalleHHs1 BCMOMHHB Tpeapa-
Xa.— YK OH-TO cyMeet Bce pa3pefaTb. CMOTPH-Ka, OH yxKe
6GexxuT Hasan!

Bce yBHuaeaH, kak JIoxMay OrpoMHbIMH NpPbIXKKaMH HeceT-
cs mo moJso. TaKoro BCTPEBOXKEHHOTO BHIA y Hero He GblIO
naxe nocae apaku ¢ Octposncrom. OH BHH3 rosioBoil 6po-
CHJICAl B BOJY H GBICTPO 3aMOJIOTHJ JIaMaMH, TaK YTO 32 HHM
cpa3dy e noGexas MO TeMHO-KOPHYHEBOH BOJE CBETJ bl
6ypyHYHK neHbl. PbiBKOM BbIGpOCHBLIHCH Ha 6eper, Jloxmau
GBICTPO 3arOBOPHJI:

— Ha TtBoem Mecte, Opex, s He cTaJ 6bl N0XHAATbCA
Hu-Ppuca. C3aau B Jlecy — cOpBaBLIAACA C NPHBS3H cobaka!

Opex B3ApOTHY.JI.

— Orkyna TH B3fJ?
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— C xosnMa Ha TOM Gepery npocMaTpHBaeTCss Becb Jec,
yepe3 KOTODHI Mbl npowad. 51 Buen, Kak co6aka nepeGerasa
JyxaMfKy, H 32 Hel TAHyJacb uenb. 3HAauMT, OHa copBaJach
C NpHBA3H. MoXeT GHTb, OHa HAET MO CJlely J3HAPH, HO
JI9HIPH, HaBepHOe, yXe CHAHT B cBoedl Hope. Yro Gyner
C HaMH, eciH co6aka Bo3bMeT caea? He tsanu, Opex! Tlo-
CKopee mepenJibiBeM peky!

Opex pacrepsinca. Ilpamo nepen Hum crosian Jloxmay,
HaCKBO3b POMOKILHMA, HO GeCCTpalIHbIi H TBEPAO 3HAIOLLKH,
4YTO HYXHO JleJlaTh,— CaMO BOILUIOIUIEHHE PEeLIHMOCTH,—
a k nueyy Opexa MojuanHBO KajcA Apoxalui [lAThi.
CupeBwnit Hampotus CmoponnHa He oTpmBaa or Opexa
ria3, IBHO OXKHJAas ero NpHKa3aHui K He o6pallasi BAHMAHHSA
Ha Jloxmaua. B 310 BpeMs B slecy pa3naJjcsi najieKHi noka
Jaii, Ha KOTOPHA COHKa OTBeTHJAa pacKaTaMH CBapJHBOH
6panu. B kakoM-10 npuctyne camooTBepxeHHocTH Opex
OTBETHJI:

— Xopowo! IlawsuTe! S ocranych 3aecb H MONOXKAY,
noka lopuouek u INAThA He npuayT B ce6s.

— Tu ynpambit ncux! — Bckpuuan Jloxmau.— Mul xe
BCe Moru6Hem!

— He Tonoun, co6aka ycabiwuT. Yto TR npeanara-
ewb? — cnpocHa Opex.

— Tyt we no npeanoxennit! Kro MoxxeT — nycTb nani-
pet! KTO He MOXeET — OCTaeTcsi H HajleeTCA Ha Jyullee.

— Her, tak ue nofiger! f1 samauua cioaa lopuouka
H JOMXKEeH NMOMOYb eMy BHIGpaThCs.

— Ho Beab TH He 3amaHuBan ctona [latoro! OH cam
Hac BceX 3aMaHua!

Opex c onoGpeHHeM OTMeTHJ, uTo JIoXxMau OTHIOAb He
TOPOMHMTCH CnacaTh CBOIO IWIKYPy H HHYYTb He HCMyraJcs,
xots crpawHo 3oa. [louckaB raasamu CwmopoamuHy, Opex
yBHOEJ, YTO TOT OTGexa/] K Kpaio mjaeca, Tyaa, rie y3kas
JIEHTa MecyaHoro Gepera c/AWBaeTcsi C PeKoH. 3aphbiB Janbl
B MOKpYI0 rajsbky, CMOpPOAMHA NPHHIOXHBAJCA K KaKOMY-TO
NJOCKOMY MpeaMeTy, JexXallleMy y caMOoi KPOMKH BOJBI.
Opex no3saa ero. C TPydoM BHTAHYB YBA3HYBILHe B Necke
sansl, CMOpOAHHA MOC/YIUHO MOBEPHYJ Ha3al.

— TaM JeXHT AoCKa, TO eCTb TaKoH MJOCKHH KyCOK
nepeBa! OH MOXOXK Ha TOT, KOTOPHH 3anpyiuJ OLHAaMAB
pyueit Bo3Jie Hallefl KOJOHHH,— GbicTpo 3aroBopuna Cmopo-
nuHa.— Bona npHHecsa 3Ty [OCKY,— 3HAUYHT, OHa MOXeT
naaBaTbh. Mul nocaaum Ha vee lopwouka u Ilatoro u cnycThm
ux Ha Bopy. [locka, HaBepHOe, MepenJibiBeT Yepe3 pekKy.
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Opex Bcepbes Hemyrajcs. Bce HecuacTbst BMecTe cBasu-
auch Ha ero rososy! Heyxean mano Ttoro, uto Jloxmaua
TPACET OT 3JI06k M HeTepnenus, Fopiouek B naHuKe, a co6aka
npubanxaercal B sonosHenHe Ko BceMy yMHeHIUHH KpOJIMK
ux otpsna couwesn ¢ yma! Opex nouyBCTBOBaJ, 4TO OH 6JIM30K
K OTYasHHIO.

— Knsauyce rocnoansom Cosnuem! S Bce nonsin! — pas-
[laJic  BOCTODXKEHHBI TroJioc y ero mnjeda. DTO TOBOPHJ
Mareit.— Ckopedt, Opex, He meanu! Bean Topiuouka!

Ilocka, Jexalas Ha MOBEPXHOCTH BOAB M JHIb OLHHM
KOHLOM NpHYaJHBIIAA K Gepery, Gblga He Goablue KPYMHOTO
saucta peBeHsi. CMOPONHHA TOJYKOM 3aCTaBHJ OTyMeBLUEro
oT ycranoctd lopuiouka npokoBuLIIATL 10 Gepera U 3aTeM,
yrpoXkasi eMy KOITIMH, 3arHaJ Ha focKy. COrHyBILHCb H ApO-
ka, lopuwioyek yuenuiacs JanaMu 3a 3TOT MWIOTHK. 3a HHUM
nocsienosan Ilarwit.

— Hy-ka, k10 y Hac camblit cuabHbli? Jloxmau, Cepe6-
PHCTBIH, OTTO/IKHHTE-Ka HX OT Geperal — cka3an CMopodnHa.

Ha npr3nis CMOpOZMHBI HHKTO He OTKJHKHyqcsi. Bce
KPOJIHKH CHIEJIH Ha 3afHHX Jlanax, HeloyMeBas H KoJie6siCh.
Toraa, He RoXHAasACh uyxKoi moMolud, CMOpoaHHA omycTH.
B BOLY COGCTBEHHBIi HOC H H30 BCeX CHJ TOJIKHYJ AOCKY.
InoTHk nonHAncs 1 3akauaacs, [opioyek 3apu3xan, a Ia-
Thifi OMYCTHJI TOJIOBY H TaK IPOCTHO BOH3HJ B JePeBO KOITH,
YTO 4YyTb He BHIBHXHYJ HX. [l10T nokauaiacs ® nonubia
no mnJjecy, HecA Ha ce6e OGOHX CBEXHBIUHXCA KPOJHKOB.

— Connue u TbMa! ®puc n Hune! — sockanknyn Opy-
BaHUHK.— OHH cHAAT Ha Boge! ToueMy ke OHH He TOHYT?

— OHH CHAAT Ha JOCKe, a IOCKa MJbIBeT,— cKa3aa Cmo-
ponuHa.— MoKHO M HaM Temepb MiniTh, Opex?

Opex porapanca: CMOpOAHHA XoueT, YTO6 OH MpPOABHJ
CBOIO BJACTb H OTAaa npuka3. [onosa Opexa mposicHH/acCh.

— Tabite! BeeM nueTh! — ckasan OH.

Cam oH ocrajica Ha Gepery HabaioAaTbh 3a Mepenpasoit.
OpyBaHYHK MBI TaK e Jerko H GOhCTpo, Kak Gerads,
Cepe6pucThil 6bia1 NoJioH cHJ. OcTaJbHble rpe6au H Gapax-
TaJiCh, KTO KaK yMeJl, HO MOCTEeNeHHO NPOJABHIaNHCh Brepen.
Haxonel, Koraa KpOJHKH JOCTHIJIH MPOTHBOMOJIOXHOTO
Gepera, Opex B CBOIO Ouepellb MPHTHYJ B peuKy. XoJonHas
BoJa Cpa3y e npoMouuna ero wy6ky. OH 3anoxHyJcs
H yilleJ NOA BOAY, HO BCKOPE, BBICOKO JiepKa roJioBy, HeyMeJso
MOMJIBLLI, HaMpaBJssicb K KycTy KOpHuHOM TpaBkH. Yepes
MHHYTy OH Bhi6pancsi Ha Geper. Ero kposMkH cumenn B OJb-
IIAHHKe, C HHX PYYbSIMH TeK/la BojJa.
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— T e Jloxmau? — cpa3y xe cnpocua Opex.

— OH roHMT IWIOT,— CcTyYa 3y6amu, oTBeTHJa CMOpoaHHa.

Jloxmau Gbla eue B Bojge, Ha ToA cropoHe nueca. On
MOAMJIBLI K TVIOTY H, MPHXKaBIUHCh roJIOBOA K GOPTY, MOTHaN
ero k Gepery. Opex c/blliaJ, Kak, OTILIEBBIBAsCb, OH CKa3aJ
IMatomy u Topuouky: «ChHueTb CMHPHO!» — H yiuea nog
Boay. Yepea MHHYTy Jloxmau BBIIVILJI H CHOBAa MOTHaN
naotT. Ha rnazax owesoM/leHHBX KPOJHKOB JOCKa, MOKauH-
Basich, Nepecekna TmJec M mnpHuyasiuaa k Gepery. [lartnit
noarosnkHyn Topliouka K JeXXaBIWIHM Yy Gepera KaMHSM,
a Jloxmau nomen BO6POA PAIOM, OTHLIPKHBAsCb H APOXKa.

— Kak Tobko CMopoaxHa OTTONKHYJ mJoT oT Gepera,
A Cpa3y MOHSAJ, YTO HaNO MeNaTh AaJblie,— ropao cKasas
Jloxmau.— TosIbKO 3TO TPYAHO, KOTla CAMOMY HYXHO MUIBITb.

Jlaf co6aku He GbLIO CaAbIIIHO. KpoJsHKH Jierko onoJnesu
O/IbXOBYIO pOLLy H, NMOAHABIUHCb Ha TOJe, OCTaHOBHJIHCh
y nepBo#t nonasuweficA HM 3ejeHOH M3ropoaH. [TouTH HHKTO
H3 HHX He CyMeJ OLEHHTb BaXXHOCTb OTKPHTHA CMOPOJHHH,
H Bce cpa3y e o HeM 3a6bian. Toabko IlaTthit momowen
K JexauleMy Yy Kycta GosipulliHHka CMOpoOnMHe M cKa3aJt:

— Tol ceromHa cnac Hac ¢ lopuwoukom! I 3Toro He
3a6yay!

— Tlpu3Haloch, 3T0 GblyIa Hepy pHasi uiesi, — ckasasn Cmo-
poarHa.— OHa MOXeT HaM BMOC/IEACTBHH NPHrOAHTbCsA!

Korza B3011JI10 COJIHLE, My TeLIECTBEHHHKH BCE elle JieXaJH
BO3J/Ie H3rOpOAH W3 GosipellIHKKa. HekoTopble, HENOBKO Cbe-
JKHBILHCh, CMaJIH TPEBOXKHHIM CHOM. Bce HaCTOJIBKO BBIGHJIHCD
H3 CHJI, YTO PEeLIHJIH MOJIOXKHTbCA Ha cyab6y. OKHHyB B3ras-
JOM CHAWMX KposnkoB, Opex MOHAJA, YTO OHH HaxoAATCH
cefyac B He MeHblleH OMACHOCTH, yeM paHee Ha Gepery
pyubsi. iM HM B KoeM cJyyae He CJeflOBaJO OCTaBaTbCsl
cpeau oTkpuiToro noas! Ho B kakyio ctopoHy uari? Heo6xo-
AMMO GblIO pa3pesaTh okpecTHocTH. UyBcTBys, uTO BeTep
ayet ¢ tora, Opex sanpbiran BAOJb H3rOpoOAH, MNbITasACh
OTbICKATb YKPOMHOE MECTO, TJe MOXHO Oblio G6bl, cHas
CMOKOHHO, MO 3anaxy onpefeHTb, YTO HAXOAHTCA MOGJH-
30octH. OH 106paJicsi GO LWHPOKOrO NMPOXoda NocpedH KyCTOB.
3ems 3ech Gbl1a pa3GHTA KOMBITAMH MACyLIMXCA HA XOJ-
MHCTOM MoJle KOPOB H NpeBpaTHJach B rycroe meciuso. Opex
OCTOPOXXHO TpoGpaJicsi Ha MoJjie, MpHCeN 3a KycToM peneii-
HHKa H MOAHAN HoC. Tenepb, Koraa OH Gbln 3a MpenenaMu
GOAIPbILUHHKOBOA H3rOPOJH, C ee TyCThIM apoMaToM, OH MOr
Jyyiie pa3o6paThCst B TOM, KaKOM 3anax WEKOTal eMy HO3APH.
CBeXHH, CHJIbHBIN, CafAKHi apoMaT HaMOJHAN BO3AYX, H 3TO
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6bl1 cKopee Bcero 6naronpHATHbIA M LeseGHblii 3anax. Ho
OTKyJa OH HAeT H mnoyeMy TaK HacToiunBo? «HasepHoe,
HCTOYHMK 3amaxa HaXOAHTCA TAe-TO NOGIH30CTH»,— Moay-
mas Opex. CHauasa OH pelnJI NOCJaTh KOro-HH6yab Ha pas-
BenKy. OnyBanuHK MOr Gbl B MrHOBeHHE OKa B3JeTeTb Ha
noje M NPHCKaKaTh Hasald c GwictpoTo 3aiinma. OaHako
NPHPOJHOE 030PCTBO H JIOGOBb K MPHKIIOYEHHSIM OJ€pxKaJu
BEpX HaJl pa3yMoM Hawero Kpoauka. Her, ou nofizer Ha
pa3Bellky H TpHHeceT Bce HeOGXOQHWMble CBefeHHA cam!
Iyctb-ka JloxMau nonpo6yeT 310 nepeBapHThb!

Opex nomuascs no Jyry npsmo Ha crano kopos. Hepna-
JieKe OT CTaja, MOJACKAKHBAasi H HEBBLICOKO B3JeTasl, Kakasi-To
Gosbliasi YepHas NTHIA HEJOBKO MaxaJsa KpblabsimH. Opex
3aMeTHJI, YTO CBOHM MOLLHbIM 3€JEHOBATHIM KJIOBOM NTHUA
noa6ut semmo. Jlo storo cayuas Opex He BHIAan BOPOH,
NO3TOMY OH He JI0rajlajics, YTO BOPOHA HAET MO XO4y KpoTa,
HaJlesicb BBITAHYTb €ro H3 MeJKOH HODKH H TNpPHKOHYHTb
kmosoM. Ecain 661 Opex 06 3TOM 3HaJ1, OH 6bl JIETKOMbICJIEHHO
He MOMECTHJI 3Ty NTHLY B pPa3psll «HeACTPe6OB», KyAa KPOJH-
KH BHOCAIT BCeX KPOTKHX NTHL OT KpanHBHHKa N0 ¢a3aHa.
H3-3a x0o/Ma no-npexKHeMy HeCJHMCb BOJIHB CTPaHHOro apo-
MaTa, CTaHOBHBLIErocsi BCe OTYeTJHBe#l. ¥YBaekwuch, Opex
nomyascs Ha BeplIHHY xosaMa. OTciofa OH yBHAEJ elle OLHY
H3ropozb. 3a HeH, MATKO KOJIbIXasich MO NOPLIBAMH BETEpKa,
JiexKaJio noJie upeTtyiued ¢acos. YceBlIHCh HA 3aHHE Jamnbl,
Opex cuien Kak 3a4apoBaHHBbIH, 3ar/isAilleBIIHCh HA aKKypaT-
HYIO Je/SIHKY pacTeHuil ¢ MaJIeHbKHMH, MOKPbITHIMH CepoBa-
THM nyukoM creosiaM. Cyas mo 3anaxy, OH MoAymaJ, uYTo
KPOJIHKH BpAILl JIH MOTYT MHTaThC 3TOH AMKOBHHKOH, HO
3JeCb MOXHO OhlJIO CNpATaTbCA M Nepex<aaTb ONacHOCTb,
He MpHBJeKas HHYbero BHHMaHHs.

Opex pelin/ HeMe[JIEHHO MPHBECTH KPOJHKOB Ha moJe,
YTOG OHM MOIJIH OTAOXHYTb 1O Beuepa NOA MPHKPLITHEM
AywHcThiX 3apocseii. OH Hawes CBOH OTPAL Ha MpexKHeM
mecre. Jloxmau n CepeGpHcThiii 60APCTBOBAJIH, @ OCTaJIbHble
ZpeMaJii BMOJIr/asa.

— 3HaeTe, fl, Ka)eTcfl, OTbICKAJl MeCTo, rie Bce Mbl
MOXeM otocnaTbes! — o6baBHa HM Opex.

— 370 HOpa? — cnpocua Jloxmau.

— Hert, Hopml 3nech HeT, HO i Hawes Gosblioe noJe
BBICOKHX AyWIHMCThIX 1BeTOB! OHH Hac YKPOIOT, H Mbl CMOXeM
OTAOXHYTb.

— A Thl yXe BHIeJ 3TH pacTeHus? — cnpocua Jloxmau.

— Bupea, onn cpasy xe 3a xonmom! Mpemrte, noka He
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npHexaJ yesloBeK Ha CBOeM Xpyayause.— TaK KPONMKH Ha3bl-
BaJIH TPAKTOp H aBTOMOGHJb.

Cepe6pHcThiii pa36yH/ KPOJIHKOB H CHJIOH 3aCTaBHA HX
nofHATbcsA. CroThiKasich, KPOJNHKH [BHraJHCh ¢ GOJbLIOH
HEOXOTOM H BOpYaJH B OTBET Ha €ro yBepeHHs, YTO moJe
B AByX warax. KapaGkasicb no CKJIOHy, OHH pa36pesuch
Bo Bce cTopoHbl. To ocTaHaB/JHBaJIHCh MOLIHNATH TPaBy, TO
CaJMJIHCh HAa TeIUIYIO, 3aJHTYIO COJIHLEM 3eMJIO OTAOXHYThb
H mouecaTb 3a yUIaMH.

CepeGpHCThIi yxe MOYTH B306paJjics Ha BepLIHHY XOJMa,
KOTla OTKY/Ja-TO CHH3Y MOCJbIILAJICA MPOH3HTEJIbHBIH BH3T,—
TaK KPHYHT CMepTesibHO HcmyraHHbli Kpoauk. Okasanoch,
4To Ha Ilatoro u lopuwouka nanana BopoHa! OHa 3aMeTHJa,
YTO OHH YCTaJlH H OUeHb MaJibl POCTOM, KpOoMe TOro, OTCTaB,
XpOMaloT Jajieko no3aaW oTpsja. Bopowa cmyctHaach Ha
3eMJI0 H, CleJiaB OrPOMHBbIA MNPbIXKOK, HaleJHJacb CBOHM
MOTYYHM KJIIOBOM B roJsioBy IlfToro, Ho TOT cymes BoBpems
yBepHyTbcs. Torna, Kpy»a BOKPYT BBICOKHX ITyYKOB TPaBhbl
H OTYasiHHO BEPTSA roJIOBOH, OHa MOMKITaNach KJIOBOM OCTaTh
Topiwouka. [TouyBcTBOBaB, YTO BOPOHA LEJHTCS €My B IJas,
Topuoyek 3aphlyicst ro/loBof B KyCT TPaBhbl B HalleXK /A€ BbIPbITh
cebe sAMKy noray6xe. JTO OH H3JaJ] OTYASIHHBIA BOMJIb.

Opex B HECKOJIbKO CeKYHA MOKpHJI PacCTOSIHHe, OThe-
aspiuee ero ot Fopiioyka. Y Hero He GBIJIO HHKAKOTO HCHOTO
nnaHa JefcTBUA, H, HaBepHOe, OH OCTAaHOBHJICS Obl B pacre-
PSIHHOCTH, ecJiH Ghl BOpoHa He o6GepHyJiachb H He moula Ha
Hero B ataky. Opex noKpyTtHiacsi Ha Mecte M 3amep. OH
YBHJEJI, UTO C BEPLIHHBI XOJIMa Ha NMOMOLIb K HHM OrPOMHBIMH
npeiXkKaMH MuHTcs Jloxmau. Bopona mosepHyJsach, GpocH-
Jnace Ha Jloxmaua W npomaxnynack. Korpa ee kiaoB yna-
pHJCsl O KaMeHb, pa3jajicsi pe3kHii ckpeGywwit 3Byk. Tem
BpeMeHeM CepeGpHCTHIA TOXKe NpPHCKaKaJ Ha nomolub. Bopoxa
BOCCTAHOBHJ/Ia yTepsiHHOe paBHOBECHe H, He Tepfisfl BpeMeHH,
Ha6pocH/ach Tenepb Ha Hero. YBHJIEB, YTO BOPOHAa NpHGJH-
)KaeTcsi, MPHIJISAACKIBAsl H XJIONas C HeBepOSITHOH GhICTPOTOH
KpblibsiMH, CepeGpHCTHIl B HCNyre MOMATHJCSH, H €ro YyTb
6blJI0 He NMPOH3HJ BOPOHHH KMoB, HO Jloxmau Hajetesn Ha
BOPOHY C3a1H, COHJI €e C HOT H 3aCTaBHJ OTCTYnHTb. HesoBko
NATACh M CNOTHIKAsiCb, BOPOHAa H3Jaja XPHIJIbIH, MOMHBIA
SIPOCTH BOMIb.

— JlepxHure ee! — 3akpuuan Jloxmau.— 3axomu c3anu!
Ona Tpycut! Bee BopoHsl — kankue TpycHxu! OHM Hanajgaiot
TOJIbKO Ha cs1abbix!

Ho Bopona yxe neresa npoub, MeNsIeHHO B3MaxHBas
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KpblibsiMi. KpOJMKH yBHIEJH, KaK OHa MOAHANACh Hal
JIeCOM M Hcue3na 3a pekoi. B nosHo# THIIMHE CABILIHO GbliO
TOMbKO, KaK HETOPOTJIHBO JBHIaeTCs MO MOJIO nacylieecs
CTazlo KOpOB.

Mopotiasa x Topuouky, Jloxmay, uyto6 OTBJEYb W pac-
CMEeLIHTb, MPOGOPMOTAN €MY HAa YXO WYTOYHYIO TMeCeHKY,
KOTOpYIO YacTo pacnesana Aycia:

Xo#t, xofi u smM6neep xpeitp!
M’caiion yse xpaka Beiip! —

YTO O3HayaJo:

JIMb NpHcsaeilb NOAKOPMHTHCH,
JIMCTHK KieBepa CXBaTHTb —
3nas TeicAiua NpHMYHTCS,
Hoposst Te6st cxBaTHTB!

— [lasaii, napait, Xnao-py,— non6oapun Jloxmau I'op-
woyka,— noAHnmaica-ka! Hy u nenek!

Topwouek noausincs W nonJescsi sa HuM. Habaonas,
Kak [opuouek npo6upaercs no ckjaoHy, Opex noaymas,
4TO TOT H B CaMOM JeJle KaK-TO CTPAaHHO CTAaBHT Ha 3eMJII0
nepejlHion JaMy, Npbirasi TOJbKO Ha Tpex.

«Kak TosbkO 6yneM B 6e30MacHOCTH, MOCMOTPIO, YTO
y Hero ¢ sianoit,— pewna Opex.— He To oH nazeko He npo-
iaraet».

Bckope Bce KpoJIHKH COOpajiHChb B TEHHCTHIX 3apOCafiX
¢dacomn. Co Bcex CTOPOH HX OKpyXanu Oerylide BAajb
606oBbie CTBOJIBI C JIHCTbSIMH, CKPBLIBAIOLIHMH OT Bparos.
B cayuae HyXnIel 31ech MOXHO GblJIO Ja{e NMPOKOPMHThbCH,
TaK Kak G6/efHble noGerd TpaBbl H OAHH-APYroil OLYBaHUHK
TaM H CAM TOpYaJH H3 3eMJIH.

— 31ecb MH MOXEM XOTb LeJbli JeHb mpocnaTh! —
ckasan Opex.— ToJbkO KTO-HHOYAb J[OJKEH Bce BpeMs
croATb Ha cTpaxe. I 6yny nepebiM! A cefiuac nail MHe TBOIO
namy, Xnao-py. Kaxercs, B Helt 4TO-TO TOPUHT.

Jlexxawmu# Ha Goky lopiuoyek, ¢ TPyaoMm nepepBois Mbl-
XaHue, MpoTAHya cBolo Jany Opexy. ToT ocTopoxHo pas-
ABHHYJ rpy6yio IIepcTb Ha ThlAbHOM cTopoHe Jjambl. M3
WepPCTH TOopyas OBa/bHbIA KOHell OGJOMHBILErocs IUMMNa.
Jlana kpoBoTouHJa.

— Y Te6s B nane GoJabluywHi wxn, Xaao,— ckasan
Opex.— INoTepnn HEMHOTro, Mbl €ro BbITAILHM.

BHTAHYTL wWHN GHLIO HeJerko: pacnyxilas Jana Tak
CH/IbHO GoJesa, uto Topluoyek mepraJicsi KaXablit pas, Koraa
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Opex nbiTajcs BbIM3aThb pakky. [locse HeMmanbix yCHJHI
Opex BblAaBHJ CTEPXKEHDb LUHNA H YXBATHJICA 33 HETO 3y6aMH.
IInn serko Bblwes, H H3 PAHKH MOTEKNa KpoBb. CTepxKeHb
6bl/1 TaKOH NJMHHBIH, 4TO cHieBIIMA pANOM XOKGHT pa3by-
nus1 BepoHHKy, 4TOGH TOT TOXE MOT Ha Hero moJio6oBaTbCsl.

— Kunsinyce ®pucom Ha HeGe! — cka3an Bepouuka, 06-
HioxaB WK — Tako# WTYyKOA Mbl cyMeJH Gbl faXKe BBIKOJIOTb
HalleMy JISHAPH rja3a, KaGbl BOBpeMs CIOXBATHTbCA!

— Tlonuxu panky, Xnao,— ckasan Opex,— a xoraa ne-
pectaHeT 6oJieThb, JOXKHCb H 3achinail.

3. Jlpoacod wopez
8B rycmoucs

CoJHIe yKe KIOHHOC K 3aKaTy, koraa Opex mpocHyJcs.
On 3ameTtnJ, yto YKesyab, CHASA MeXAY ABYMSI G/1eCTSLUMMH
OCKOJIKAMH 'KPeMHs, K YeMy-TO MpPHCIYIIHBAeTCH W MPHHIO-
xuBaetcd. TeHH cTasu pe3ue, BeTep MOYTH 3aTHX, H 606OBbIe
cTe6/H CTOSJIH. MOYTH HemoABHXKHO. Henopanexky Jexan
Topuiouek. HepHo-KeAThill JKYK-MOTHJBILHK, MON3YILHI Y He-
ro no GpIOXy, OCTAHOBWJICS, MOKAayaJ CBOHMH H3OTHYTHIMH
IynaabuaMH M CHOBa ABHHYyJcs Bnepex. Opex B3ZpoOrHy.J,
KaK OT BHe3amHoro Toiuka. OH BCMOMHHJ, YTO 3TH XKYKH
3a6MpaIOTCA HA TYLIKH MOTHGIUHX XKHBOTHBIX H OTKJIAAbIBAIOT
B HHX SHYKH.

Heyxenu Topuouek noru6? Opex pesko Bckounda. YKe-
Jynb, B3ApOrHyB, oGepHyjcsi. opulouek nepeBepHyJscs H
OTKpbII I/1a3a, a HCNYTaHHbIA JKYYOK 3aTOPOMHJCA MO ralb-
Ke npoub.

— Kak TBost 1ana? — cnpocua Opex Topiouka.

Topiouexk nonpoGoBaJs Ha Hee OMepPeThCA.

— Jlane ropasgo syuie,— oTBeTHJ OH.— I nymaio, uTO
CMOTY MATH HapaBHe cO BceMH. Benb Bh MeHsi He GpocHTe?

— Hukro Te6s He 6pocut,— oTBeTHa Opex.— Ecsin Hazo
ocTaThesl, i OCTaHyCh ¢ TOGO#!

BeicTpesi, pa3jaBliMiicsi cOBceM HemnojaJeky, BHe3amHO
pasopBaJs THIIHHY. UHGHC C KPHKOM NMOAHAJCA BBbich. Besen
3a BBICTPeJIOM BOJIHAMH Pa3HecJoch 3X0, a M3 Jieca 3a peKoit
NOC/IBIILANOCh XJIONaHbe KPhlJbeB JIECHOTO rosy6ka. Kponnku
BPACCHIMHYI0 GPOCHJIHCh MO MOJIO B MOHCKAaX HOP, KOTOPbIX
TaM He GblJIO H B MOMHHe.
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Ha kpato nossi Opex ocraHoBuscA. OH ¢ TpeneToM Mnox-
JKHIAJ Clelylolero BhICTPesia, HO BOKPYr LapHsao Ge3modi-
BHe. Bckope OH nouyBcTBOBaJ, KaK 3ajpoxana 3emJst
M THXKeJbIMH lIAaraMH MO CKIOHY mpolies, YAafsisich,
yesoBeK. Uepes MHHYTy nocpeau 3apocieil mnokasajach ro-
noBa Cepe6GpHCTOro — OH Mpoaupascs yeped GJaHKaHwylo
rpaaky 60608.

— Hapeloch, uTO uesioBeK cTpesisii B BOPOHY!— cKa-
3a/1 OH.

— Hageioch, 4T0 HH oauMH GO/BaH He mbiTajcs Bbl6e-
xatb! — cepauto ckasan Opex.— Haun pas6exasucbh Bo
Bce cToponbl! Kak ux temepb co6path?

— 3Jto TpyaHo,— cka3an CepeGpucTbliit.— Jlyulue Bep-
HeMcsi Ha nipexkHee Mecto. Co BpeMeHeM BCe NMPHAYT TyAa.

Oxupas kposankos, Opex MOHSM OMNAaCHOCTb HX MOJIOXKe-
HHA. Y HHUX He GblJIO HOP, H OHH GJYXKNaJH MO He3HAKOMO#
MECTHOCTH, T'ie GPONHJIH JISHAPH, COOaKH, BOPOHBI H CTPEJIKH.
Xopoio, YTO MOKa KPOJHKAaM YNaBaJoCh OT HHX CNacCTHCh.
Joaro nu uM eue 6yaer yJbl6aTbess cuactbe? CymeloT Ji
OHH 06paThCs 10 TAKOTO X0JIMA, O KOTOPOM roBopu. IIAThli?

«MeHsi-T0 ycTpoua 6bl JI0GOH NpHAHUYHBIA cyxoil 6epe-
oK,— noaymasn Opex,— ecju Ha HEM HOCTATOYHO TpaBbl
H He XOAAT JIOAH C PYXbAMH».

Kak Tosbko kposmku coGpasuch, Opex oTnan mpuxa3s
oTnpasaATbest B yTh. OH OCTOPOXKHO BBITJISAHYJ H3 GOGOBbIX
3apocJied, MPHHIOXAJIC H YCNOKOHJICS: BeuepHUil BeTep Hec
JMIIb 3amax pochl, JIEKAPCTBEHHOM POMAIUKH H KOPOBbEro
HaBo3a.

Opex noBes1 KPOJIHKOB Ha cocenHee mose. Ha ux cuacrbe,
OHO OKa3aJ/locb XOpOIUHM macTéuiueM. Bce KposHku ToTyac
CTaJH IWHMNaThb TPaBy C TaKo# 6e33a6OTHOCTbIO, GYATO Hemo-
JlasieKy HaxOAMJIHCh HX HOpbi. Koraa owu mpowsu nose o
cepeanHbl, Opex ycJbllIan HapacTaloHil Wy M: Npu6anKacs
KaKoM-To Xpyayauab. B crapoit kosnonun Opexy uacto po-
BOJHJIOCH BHIETb TPAKTOp M3 COHANb(OPACKOH ycaab6hl, HO
3TOT HOBBIH XPYyRYAHJb OBl Jierye H NPOU3BOJWJ TOpPa3jo
menblue wwyma. CBepkasi HeCyLIeCTBYIOIUHMH B NpHpOJe,
MPHAYMaHHBIMH YeJIOBEKOM KpackaMH H 6ects GoJiblie, yem
OCbIaHHOE CHEroM fepeBlle OCTPOJIHCTA, XPYAyAHJb B OLHO
MrCHOBEHHe MpoJieTe]] MUMO H CKPbIJICA H3 BHAY. Yepe3 MHHYTY
BeTep JOHeC N0 KPOJIHKOB 3afaX oTpaGOTaHHOTO rasa u GeH-
auHa. Opex moKpyTHa HocoM. HemoHATHO, KaK XpynynuJio
ynaeTcs Tak GbICTPO MPOHECTHChb MO 3eMJe. Bepuertcs qu on?
IMpoHecetcss s no noJo GbicTpee KPOJMKOB H HE CXBaTHT
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JH HX, KaK cBolo no6biuy? Tloka Opex Hal 3THM pasmy-
MbIBaJ, K HeMmy nopoien Jloxmau.

— Tlo6au3octu nopora! — 06bABHI OH.

— Orkyna Tl 3Haewb? — cnpocua Opex.

— Pa3Be xpyayauab Mor 6bl Tak ObicTpo GeraTb 6e3
noporu? W HeyXesan Thl He uyBCTBYellb 3TOro 3amnaxa?

B BeuepHeM BO3LyXe OTUET/IHBO Pa3HOCHJCS 3amnax rops-
yero ac¢anbTa.

— $1 B XH3HM TaKoro He HiOXan! — ¢ pasjpaceHHeM
orsetHa Opex.

— $I u 3a6bl1, yto Te6Gs He MOCHIJIAJNH BOPOBATb IS
Tpeapaxa caiaT. A 1o Gbl TeGe MHOroe NMpPHULIOCH y3HaTb
o joporax,— ckasaa Jloxmau.— B HHX, COGCTBEHHO, HeT
HHYEro MJI0XOro, TOJNbKO He Halo Ha HHX COBaTbCA B HOUHOE
BpeMsi: TOTAa OHH, [eHCTBHTENbHO, CTAHOBATCA 3JIHJb!

Opex B yauBJNeHHH ycTaBHacsi Ha popory. CHauana emy
N0Ka3aJoch, YTO MeXKAY TPaBAHbIMH Geperamu TeueT riaankas
yepHasi peKa. 3aTeM OH 3aMeTHJ raJibKy, 3amekiuylocs B ac-
¢danbre, H nayka, nepe6erabluiero JOpory.

— OTO NPOTHBHO NMpPHPOJE,— CKa3aJ OH, OILYLIAs CHJIb-
Hbli 3anmax Bapa M acdasbra.— Kak 370 cioga nonaso?

— 3t0 OaHa M3 Bellel yesoBeKa,— ckasasn Jloxmau.—
Jliogu cTenmoT Ha 3eMJI0 TaKylo Bellb, @ 3aTeM MO Hel
GeraioT Xxpyayauan. M Geraior, 3ametb ceGe, GbicTpee Hac!

— 3HauHT, 3To onacHo? JTa JOpora MOXeT HaC CXBa-
THTb? — ocBefoMuIcs Opex.

— Her, atu joporn Hac He TporaioT! Xouellb B 3TOM
y6enutbesn? — ckasana Jloxmau.

JloxMau COpBITHYJ C OTKOCAa H MpHCeJ Ha Kpaio AOPOTH.
TeM BpeMeHeM H3-3a MOBOPOTA MOCJbLILIAJICA IUYM elLle OJHOK
npu6anKaolleiics MawHHbl. KpoIHKH ¢ HanpsiXXeHHbIM BHH-
MaHHeM CJeIHJH 33 TeM, KaK, cBepkas G6eJofi H 3esieHOMH
KpPacKoW, MallHHa CTPeMHTe/JbHO NOHecjaach Ha Jloxmaua.
Ha MrHoBeHue oHa 3anoJiHH/a BeCb MHP LUYMOM H YXKaco,
HO Yepe3 MHHYTY ee yXe He GblJo, H TOJMbKO Mex Jloxmaua
€pOoIUHJICA OT MnophiBa BeTpa. JloxMau BepHyJ/cs Ha OTKOC
H TrOpAO yceJscsl MOCPeAH H3YMJEHHbIX TOBapHILeH.

— BuaHwb, JOpOrM HaM He CTpallHbl,— CKa3a/J OH
Opexy.— Io cyTh neJsa, OHH HeXHBHIE.

Jlio6o3HaTe bHbli CMOPOAKMHA OTOLLE] B CTOPOHKY H, NPH-
HIOXHBafiCb, c/ie3 Ha KpaH mopord. Opex yBHOeJ], Kak OH
Pe3KO B3APOTHYJ H OTCKOYHJ Hasan.

— Yro Tam Takoe? — cnpocua Opex.

CmoponvHa He orpeyan. Opex H JloxMay nockakau
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Kk Hemy. CMOpOAMHA OTKpbiBAa/ M 3aKpbiBaj NacTb, OGJIH-
3blBast ry6bl, KaK KOLIKA, HATKHYBLUIASICA HA YTO-TO NMPOTHBHOE.
— Tbl roBopHwb, YTO 3Ta Belb Ge3o6HaHa, Jloxmay,—
cKa3asq OH THX0.— A s BCe-TaKH AyMalo, YTO OHa OMacHa.
TMocpean noporu Jiexana Kyuyka CBET/IONO MeXa H KOpHY-
HEBBbIX KOJIIOYEK, TOPYaJH uepHble JIanmKH M pa3faBJieHHbIH
X0GOTOK.

— Beap 3710 #ona — ex! — ckaszan CmopoauHa.— A
pasBe ioHbl BpeaHble? FIOHBI MHTAIOTCS YIHTKAMH H XKyKaMH,
H HX HHKTO He ecT.

— HasgepHoe, ffoHa HOYbIO MepexoaHJl AOPOTYy,— MOSCHHJ
Jloxmay,— a HOYbIO XPYAYAHJIH 32XKHIAIOT sIPKHE OTHH, NOsp-
ue ayueft ®Ppuca! Ecan nonajeib B HX CBeT, TO y>Ke HHYEro
He BHIHMLIb H 3a6bIBaelllb, B KaKylo CTOpoHy 6exxaTtb. Toraa-To
XPYAYIMJH Hac U AaBsT!

— A Begp ckopo Hactynut TemHota! Ckopee mepeiinem
3Ty WTYKy. DTH NoporH HaMm HH K uemy! Temepb s Toxe
O HHX KOe-yTo 3Halo, H MHe XoueTcsi GexKaTb OT HHX MO-
nagblue,— ckasan Opex.

* x x

Korzna B3owuia JiyHa, KPOJIHKH mepeGpaJiuch yepes Kjaal-
6ule, rae MaJeHbKHH pyueek GexaJs nox MoctHkoM. OHH
nepeJiea/li Kakoi-TO XOJM H OKa3aJuCb Ha MyCTOIIH —
B uapcTBe Topda, ApoKa M cepe6GpucToii Gepesm. Ilocae
YIOTHBIX MoOJiel, KOTOpble OHH TOJIbKO YTO OCTaBHJIH, 3TOT
Kpail mnoKasa/ici HM JKYTKHM H HenpuBeTIHBbiM. Huuero
He pa36Hpasi B TEMHOTe, MyTelleCTBEHHHKH 3a6paJiHCh B 3a-
pocau Bepecka. OT pocbl HX Temsble WYGKH HacKBO3b Mpo-
MokaH. B rycroii yawe unapuio GesmosBue. Kposuku wiu
BCe THIUE H THILE.

Hspnann Betep NOHOCHJ RO HHX Pa3HOOGPa3sHble HOYHbIE
ssyku. To BApyr npomes netyx, To npobexana co6aka,
KOTOPYIO OKJHKHYJ XO3fIHH, TO COBa MpoyXaja: «H-yHTb!
H-yHTb!» — M BCJeJ 33 TeM pa3fajcsi NMHCK 3eMJIePOHKH.
Bce 3ByKH, Ka3a/iocbh, FOBOPHJIH O TOM, 4TO 31ech HeGesomac-
HO HaxoauTbecs. OHHM clesaqH NpHBad B KaKo#-TO Topds-
Hoit siMe. Io3aHedt Houbio Opex BblJe3 Ha HaBHCLIMA Hajx
HHMH OTKOC, YTOGbl MOJyulle pa3BelaTh MECTHOCTb. Be-
3aMHO OH yC/bllIAJ 33 CNHHOH IOPOX M, OGepHYBIUHCh,
yBuzesn Xok6HTa. Y Hero Obll TaKoil CMYIUEHHBIH BHA, YTO
Opex elle pa3 BHHMaTesIbHO MOCMOTPeJs, omacasch, He 3a-
6Gosest 1 XOKOHT. .

— TI'm, rM, nocayuwaii-ka, Opex! I'm, rm! — ckasan Tor,
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YCTaBHBLUKHCDH B 3eMJIIO, T€ HHYero, Kpome Topda, He GblI0.—
51, rM, TO ecTb BCe Mbl, I'M, CYUHTaeM, UTO Aajiblie HATH He
ctout... Ham 310 Hanoeno!

Hactynuno monuanve. Opex 3aMeTHs, 4TO 3a CnMHOH
Xok6uTa croaT Beponnka u JKenyab H BbIXKHAATENbHO MPH-
CyLIHBAIOTCA.

— Mue Toxe,— cka3an Opex.— §I Hageloch, 4TO CKOpo
KOHell MyTH.

— ToBopn e, Xok6HT,— BMemasca BepoHnka,— Han
51 eMy BCe BbIJIOXY!

— Ham 3710 BCce Gosee uem Hajoes0,— cKa3aj XOKGHT
C IVYNbIM H 3HAYHTE/IbHBIM BHIOM.

— Mbl XOTHM OTAOXHYTh cefiyac xxe! — CHOBa BMeluaJics
Beponnka.

— UYem nasblue Mbl HIEM, TEM MecTa Bce XyXe,— MpH-
6aBua XKenyab.— [oaro au mpoanuTess Haw myTh? Botoch,
YTO Mbl HaBCeraa nepecTaHeM CKaKaTb H yMpeM.

— $1 nonumalo, yTO Bac nyraet 3TOT Kpa#,— cKasaa
Opex.— Ho He BeuHo e nepei Hamu GyneTt MmycTbiHs!

XOKGHT CMOTpeJ1 KOBapHO M 3J10GHO.

— Hawm He BepuTcsi, uTO ThI 3Haellb, Kyla Hac Bejellb,—
ckazan oH.— Thl HHYero He 3HaJ NpPo peKy H He 3Haellb,
4YTO HAXOAWTCA BNEpejH.

— Mbsl XoTHM noBepHyTb JoMoit! — cka3zan )Keayab.—
Msi nymaem, uto TlaTeifi ownGes!

— Ecan Bbt noGepeTtech 10MOM, Bac y6bIOT 3a HaHeceHHe
noGoes oduuepy Aycasl, Tak 4To, paau Ppuca, He roBopuTe
raynocteit! — po3pasna Opex.

— D10 He Mbl nokycaiu Octposucra,— Hauaa Bepo-
HHKa.

— Hert, Ho Bbl npu 3tom npucyTcTBOBaAH.— Opex 3a-
MoJYaJ, YBHAEB, YTO K HHM npu6anxkaiotcs Jloxmau u
Iaroiit.

— 3abepemcst co MHOH Ha GanKHHA Gyrop, Opex! —
cka3an Ilatbrit.

— A 5 TeM BpeMeHeM MEePEKHHYCb CJIOBEYKOM-APYTHM
C 3THMH pe6siTaMH,— OCKaJHBIUHChb, cKa3as JloxMay TOHOM,
He O6ewalownM HHYero go6poro CMyTbsiHaM, H OKHHYJ HX
FPO3HBIM B3rJIAAOM H3-NMOA CBoeil MexoBo# wankH.— Yto
Tl 3a Hepsaxa, Xok6uT! Cefiuac Thl KaK ABe KamiH BOJbI
MOXOX Ha OTOPBAHHBIA MbllHHBLIA XxBocT! A Tbl, BepoHu-
Ka, Thl...

Opex yxe He cJblliaJ, ¢ 4eM cpaBHHAH Bepouuky. Benen
3a IIaTbIM no KaMHAM H Topdy OH BCKapabKajcsi Ha OTKOC.
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CabluiHO 6bIJIO, KaK CHH3Y JOHOCHTCSA roJioc Jloxmaua: «A Tbi,
YKeayndb, Tl — KPOJIMK € COGaubHMHM YylWaMH H TpA3HbIM
Hocom! Tenepb-To 51 npoGepy Te6a Kak cienyet!»

JlyHa BbInJIbLIA H3-3a 06/1aKOB, fIPKO OCBETHB BEPECKOBYIO
nyctoub. [sAThilf, He OTpPLIBasich, CMOTPEJ BlaJb, FAe Jiexana
XOJIMHCTasi paBHHHA.

— Cwmorpu, Opex,— cka3an HakoHew [IlaTelii.— Bot
TaM, BAaJH, MECTO ANfl Hac... BbICOKHe MyCTbIHHbIE XOJIMBI,
rie XOAMT OfMH BeTep H 3BYK CJbIIIEH H3/aJeKa; TaM 3eMas
cylwe coJombl B ambape. Bot Kyna HyxHo uaru!

Opex nocMOTpesl Ha JOafeKHe, €1Ba BHAHbE XOJIMbI.
O ToMm, utOoGbl 3a6paTbCs B TaKyi0 Aajb, He MOLJIO GbiTb
H peun! Xopollo elle, ec/H OHH CyMeIOT NPOGHTbCH CKBO3b
BepecK H JIOWTH 10 Kakoro-HuGymb THxoro noss! Bosbiias
ynaua, uto TIATbIH He BblJe3 cO CBOMM NypalKHM Mpemsoxe-
HHEM rnepej APYTMMH KPOJHKAMH.

— MhHe KaxeTcsl, YTO 3TO CJAMIIKOM jaaJseko, [laTbiit,—
ckasan Opex Bcayx.— Ceifuac HaM HYXKHO NOCKOpee HaHTH
nepeoe nonasileecs yGexkHLlle.

[MorpysenHblit B gymbl [1aTelil He cablwan coobpaeHHi
Opexa. Ou 3a6opMOTa/J KaKMM-TO CTPaHHBIM roJIOCOM, Kak
6yato npo ce6s:

— MeXJay HaMH H XOJMOM — MoJioca TyMmaHa!

— Tymau? — nepecnpocun Opex.— Ilorona sicuas! Ye-
ro Tbi?

— Hac Xner Kakasi-To TaMHCTBEHHas ONAaCHOCTb,—
npouentads [TaTsiil.— 10 He 3auan! [Toxoxke, UTO HAC XOTAT
3aMaHHTb B TYMaH...

Bokpyr He 6blj0 HHKakoro tymaHa. Maiickast Houb Gblna
ceexell U sicHoit. Opex B pacTepsiHHOCTH MoJjuaJ, a [lATeli
06aBH/I KAKHM-TO HEXXHBBLIM TOJIOCOM:

— Mbl  JO/KHBI MATH Bhepel, MNOKAa He NOCTHTHEM
xoamoB.— OH roBopua, Kak Bo cHe.— Kpoumk, KoTopblit
noGeXHT yepe3 XOA, PHCKyeT rosoBod. Beratb — HeGe3onac-
Ho! Beratb — He...— OH CHJIbHO B3[POTHYJ, 3aTeM elle pa3s
JlepHyJICSl U 3aTHX.

B pacuennHe, BHH3Yy NOA HHMH, Ypok Jloxmaua, no-
BHAMMOMY, NMOIXOLHJ K KOHLY: «A Temepb Bce BHI, Liaika
OBEYbHX KJjellled C cepAUaMH KPOJHMKOB, POAHBLIHXCA B He-
BOJIe, MPOYb C MOHX rsas!»

Opex elle pa3 B3rAsHy/ Ha €aBa pPa3iHUHMYIO Tpsdy
xonmMoB. [lATeIH uTO-TO GOpMOTan, Komouwiach y ero 6oka.
Opex JIeroHbko TOJIKHYJ €ro Jamoil W MOTepcsi YXOM O €ero
nJeyo. IIATHIA B3APOTHYN H OYHYJICA.
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Korpa Tlathii u Opex BepHyJucb Ha AHO TOpdAHOH
siMbl, HX BcTpeTHJA CMOPOAHMHA, CHAEBLIHH CKOPYHBILHCH Ha
Topde. OH KeBasi GOJIOTHYIO OCOKY.

— 3aechb TOAbKO YTO pa3pasunca GypHbli ckanaan,—
nosenan CmopoanHa.— JIoxmad rpo3HJ/ICs, UTO OH Ha KYCOUKH
pasopseT Xok6HTa M BepoHuky, ecaun o He GymyT cay-
waTbest. A Koraa XokGHT nouHTepecoBascs, KTo y Hac ['nas-
Hblit Kposuk, Jloxmau ero ykycua. A B camoM Jese, KTO
y Hac 'naBubiit Kpoauk, Tl uan Jloxmau?

— He 3Halo. Jloxmau, KOHEYHO, BCEX CHJIbHee, HO eMy
BCe-TaKH He cJeloBajo KycaTb Xok6uTa. Temepb Jloxmau
obugen ero, u XokGUT GyleT CYHTaTh, YTO HAET Brepen,
NOTOMY UYTO €ro 3acTaBJjsloOT. $1 6bl XoTes, 4TO6 BCe MOHSJH,
4TO 3TO AJA HaC eNHHCTBEHHbIH BO3MOXHBIH MyTb. ¥ Hac
HHKTO He JIOJDKEH pa3jlaBaTh NMpHKa3aHHil M KycaTbesa! dpuc
B TymaHe! Heyxenu Ham He xBaTaeT 3a60T M omacHocTeH? —
cka3saa Opex.

IMoa HH3KO HaBHCIUMMH BeTBAMH paKHTHHKa Jloxmau
n Cepe6pucThiit GecenoBaau o yeM-To ¢ KpywuHoi. HeBna-
neke Topwouek M OfyBaHUHK [eNajH BHA, 4YTO TIpbI3yT
BeTKy KaKoro-to KycrapHuka. [Toonasb )Kesyapb Bblau3biBaj
XoKGHTY lel0, cTapasicb NpHBJeYb K HeMy BceoGluee BHH-
MaHHe.

— Cunu cMupHo, Gennsra! — BockJHKHYA XKeay b, ABHO
XKenasi, uTo6 BCe ero ycubliajun.— Jlah MHe BbIH3aTh
KpOBb!

XOKGHT CKOPYHMJ YXKaCHYIO IPHMacy M NPHTBOPHJCA, YTO
eMy oueHb GosibHO. OcTasibHble KPOJIMKH BbIXKHAATe/bHO
ycraBuanch Ha Opexa.

— 1 3Halo, uTO B MOe OTCYTCTBHE MPOHM3OLUJH KOe-KaKHe
HenpHATHOCTH,— cka3an Opex.— Ceituac camoe Jayuiee —
BCe 3TO Mo3a6biTh. O6ellaio K BOCXOAY COJIHLA BbIBECTH Bac
¢ 3Toit mycTouwn! — no6asua oH. Ilpn 3tom Opex noayman,
4TO eCJIH 3TO clelaThb He YNacTcsi, ero pa3’opBYT Ha 4acTH,
XOTSl OT 3TOr0 HHKOMY He GyleT HHKaKOro MpokKy.

YTOMHTe/IbHOE H CTpalliHOe MyTellecTBHe BO30GHOBHJIOCH.

Opex 6pes, Kak B TAXEJOM KolIMape, H Bce BpeMs
YyyBCTBOBaJ, 4T0 ['OpLIOYEK He OTCTaeT OT Hero HW Ha Luar.
Jlpyrue KpoJHKH TO MNOABJAJHCL PAIAOM, TO HCYe3asH, HO
Topuioyek 6bla Bce BpeMsi PSAOM, TaK YTO B KOHLE KOHLOB
Heo6XxoAHMOCTb noaGaapusaTh ero crasa aasi Opexa eauH-
CTBEHHBIM CMOCOGOM 0/10/IeTh COGCTBEHHYIO YCTasIOCTh.

— Ceituac yxe HenaJjeko, Xnao-py, ceduac yxe Heda-
Jleko! — 60pMOTas OH B MOJYCHe.
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HakoHeu HauajcA paccBeT, TakoH G6JeLAHbIH, 4TO ero
MOXHO ObIJIO MPHHATbH 3a CBET, KOTOPbI BHAMLIb, €C/H
CMOTpeTb H3 faJibHero KOHLUA He3HaKOMOH HOpbI.

Yyscrea Opexa Mbl MOT/IM Gbl CPaBHHTb C OLLYLLUEHHS MH
reHepana, Ybsi apMHA TOJMbLKO 4YTO MOTepresa MopaeHHe.
T'ne ero connathi? OH Hales/cs, YTO OHH MOGJHM30CTH, HO
Tak au 310? Bee an 3pech? Kyna on ux 3asen? Urto emy
nenatb?

Bapyr Topiuoyek BCXJAHMHYJ H 3aTPACCA MEJNKOH APOXKbIO,
#n Opex noBepHy/cA, 4TOGBl MPHXATbCA K HEMY HOCOM.

Bckope coBcem paccsesio, u Opex pas3auuun y ce6st nepen
CaMbIMH ycaMH [AOpOry, MOKpbITylo ie6HeM. KoBblisif, OH
BbIGpAJICs H3 Bepecka, yCcesiCsl Ha KaMHH H BCTPAXHYJ WYyGKy.

Bnepean 6bliH OTUETAHBO BHAHBI CEPOBATO-3€Ji€Hble XOJ-
mbl [TsiToro. B Hacblllle HHOM TYMaHOM BO3/yXe OHH, Ka3aJ0Ch,
CTOSIIM  COBCeM OGJIM3KO, TaK 4YTO HAa HMX CKJIOHAX MOXHO
GblJIO Pa3/IHYHTL 3aPOC/AH NPOKAa H HCKOBepKaHHble BETPOM
A6a0HM. Opex rasiien BAaJb H BHE3aMHO ycJblluan 3a coGoit
B3BOJIHOBaHHBbI roJ0C:

— Buante, Opex Hac BbiBen ¢ nycrown! S ke Bam
roBopHa!

Opex nosepHy. rosiosy u ysuaen Cmopoauny. Emy-to,
H3MYYEHHOMY M TPS3HOMY, H MNPHHAAJEXKAJH 3TH CJOBa.
JKenynb, Beponnka u Kpywhha Bcied 3a HHM BbIGpasHch
u3 Bepecka. OHH noueMy-To BO Bee r/1a3a cMoTpeau Ha Opexa,
uTO ero Hemasio yaueuJjo. Koraa oHu mopowan no6anxe,
OH MOHSAJI, YTO OHH CMOTPAT HE Ha HEero, a Ha YTO-TO 3a ero
cnuHoft. OH obepHyJcs.

Hopora, ycbinaHHas rpasHeM, Besla BHH3, K HeGO/bLUOH
polunile H3 cepeGpHCTLIX 6epe3 M psAGHH. 3a Hell Les peaKuit
nJeTeHb, a ajbllie, MeXAy ABYMS MOJIOCKAMH Jeca, JiexaJo
3esieHoe mosie! OH Bce-Taku BbiBea CBOH OoTpAn ¢ mycroiuu!

— Ax, Opex! §I tak ycran M 3anyTajcs, 4To cran
COMHeBaTbCs, 3HaelWb JH Thl, Kyaa Hac medeub! — Cwmo-
poarHa o6olues JyxKy H npubausnica k Opexy.— §1 cabiwan,
uto Thl Gopmouewb: «Henaneko Tenepb, yxe Henaseko» —
H TosbKO 3auaca! 51 ayman, uto Thl npuTBOpsAeibes. Kaanych
®pucoM, Tl — mosogen! S cuutaio Te6s Hawum [NaBHBIM
Kpoankom!

— Bpaeo, Haw Boxab Opex, GpaBo! — npucoeaHHHICA
K Hemy Kpywmnna.

Opex 6e3MOJIBHO CMOTpEJl Ha HHX H He 3HaJl, YTO CKa3aTh.

Tyt 3arosopua Xeayns:

— Tlo6exum naneperonku no noasa! §1 ewe mory Geratb!
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OH nockakas BHM3 MO CKJIOHY, HO 3aMep Ha MecCTe, eaBa
Opex ToOnHyJ Nanoii.

— A rae Bce ocranbHble? — cnpocua Opex.— I'ze Ony-
BaHuHk? Tae Jloxmau?

KpylwnHa noka3an s1anoi BHH3:

— Cwmotpu, Opex-pa!' Cepe6puctbiit u Jloxmau yxe
BHH3y! Ouu Hac moxupatores!

Ha ¢oHe cepoBaThiXx KyCTOB 1poKa OT4eTJHBO GiecTe-
na wkypka CepeGpucroro, a JIoxmau yxe Heccss K HHM
HaBCTpeyy.

— Bce au TyT, Opex? — 0CBELOMHJCS OH.

— Bce nanuuo! — oretun emy Cmopoanna.— [oBopua
xe A TeGe, uto Opex — Hactosiwuit Taasubiii  Kposnk!
Ckaxu-ka, Munopa Opex!

— TCnasublit Kpoauk? Musopa Opex?— ¢ Bo3mylleHHeM
nepe6us ero Jloxmau.— Kusinych camum PpHcoM B OcHHOM
rHesfe! [leHb, B Kotopblit i HazoBy Opexa IiaBHbIM, Bam
3anomHuTcs! 1o GyleT 3aMevaTesbHbli AeHb! B 3TOT HeHb
s nepectaHy Apatbes!

ToT neHb BMOC/NENCTBHM B CaMOM JeJie OKaXeTca s
BCEX NMaMATHBIM, HO OH MOKa Taujcs B GylylieM, KOTOpoe
HeJIb3s1 GbLJIO MpeyraaaTh, TaK YTO B OTBET Ha c/oBa JloxMaua
GenHblit Opex TOJBKO OTBepHYJCH, YYBCTBYf, UTO, MOXET
GbITb, H J€HCTBHTEJBHO €ro poJib B Mepexoje 4Yepes BepecKo-
Byl0 nmyctolwb Oblla He CJAHIIKOM BeqHKa. Yepes MHHYTY
KPOJIMKH yXe LM NOA cepeGpPHCTHIMH Gepe3aMu, a Koraa
COJHLE, BCTAB, BbIGHJIO KpacHble H 3esieHble HCKPbl Ha KamJsx
POCHI, MOKPbIBAaBIUHX MAaMOPOTHHK, OHH mepeGpaJjuch uepe3
NJeTeHb M BOLWIH B TYCTYIO JIyTOBYIO TpaBy.

_
&, Boimpera ¢ HozHARULeH
B W Yoraq kaconus

KynaﬁCb B le'aax COJIHUA, yc‘ranble KpOJ'IHKH 6ecnequ
nacjJucb Ha J'lyl‘y, Kak 6)’IlT0 y HHX 3a MJiedyaMH He JexaJa
IlOJll‘Hﬁ ny'rb, a ﬂpOCTO OHH I'IpHU.lJ'lH C cocenHero JIeCHCToro

Gepera pekd. Houb, XyTKHii nepexos uepe3 BepecK M TpyaHas
npopora 6blaM 3a6biThl, KaK OYATO BCe PaCTOMHJO COJHLE.

! «Pa» — noututeavtoe 06palleHHe KPOJHKOB K CTapueMy, Bpole
aNrAHHCKOTO Oo6palueHns «Muaopa»— [lpum. aer.

40



Jloxmau ¢ XoKGHTOM TOHSIJIMCb APYT 32 APYrOM MO BBICOKOH
TpaBe. Beponuka npeiran Tyaa H o6paTHO uepes pyueek,
npo6eraslunii uepe3 noJse, a koraa )Keayab nonpoGosaJ
coGe3bsiHHHUATh H ynaJa B Boay, CepeGpucTblii CTaJ Hajf HHM
6e337106H0 MOJAWYYHBATh H MOBAJH/A €ro Ha Kyuyy CYXHX
Ly6OBbIX JIHCTbEB, YTOObl OH HEMHOrO MOMACOX.

Opex, Iatbiit © OgyBaHUKK yCeJaHCb NOA UBETyLIeH BHLI-
Hell. Bokpyr HMX Bce majann M najganu GesOCHEXHble Jie-
MeCTKH, MOKpbIBasi TPaBy M MECTPs HX IIyGKH, a HeBAasleKe
OT HMX JPO3J CNAAKO NeJ CBOK MECHO.

— Passe 31ech He uynecHo? — JieHHBO cripocks OnyBaH-
YyHK.— KcTaTH, He HYXKHO JIH HAM 33 paHee MOHCKATb MECTEYKO
A5 HOpP? MHe KaXXeTcsi, CKOPO MOMAET BOXIb.

IMaTelii co6pancsi GbLIO OTKPBITH POT, HO BMECTO 3TOrO
TOMIbKO MOTPAC YWIAaMH M CTaJ JKeBaThb JHMCT OLyBaHYHKa.
— A uto TH ckaxeuws, [TaTeii? — cnpocHa Opex.

Hemnoro noxone6asiunch, IlaTbiit oTBeTHI:

— [enali, yTo HaXo4MIIb HyXHbIM, Opex!

— Hapneioch, HeT HEO6XOAHMOCTH BCepbe3 3aHATHCA PbiThb-
eM Hop? — ocBenomuics Jloxmau.— Beib 310 He My»cKoe
neso!'

— Ho Ham Hy>XHO HMeTb KaKoe-To yGexHile,— cKa3saJ
Opex.— louiem B poule noaxonsilee mecro!

— JlagHo! Poiite Hopbl! — noaaepxan ero Jloxmay.—
A 1 3aGepy CepeGpucroro u KpylwunHy H noiiny B pasBenky
Ha JajbHHe MOJs, MNOCMOTPIO, HET JIH TaM 4ero-HHGYAb
MOJ03PHTENbHOTO.

Tpu pasBefuHKa MyCTHJIHCH B MyTb BLOJb pyybsi. C nosis
6blI0 BUAHO, KaK Pa3BefYHKH TO MOSBJAJIHCbH M3-32 KyCTOB
KpacHOro ropuiuseTta, To CHoBa Hcye3aau. OcraBlinecs Kpo-
JIMKH 3aBeJIH Becesqylo MOTAaCOBKY B INpeJbiX JHCTbAX MOA
KyCTaMH opeluHHKa. 3aTeM noa npeasoautenbctBom Opexa
OHHM OTNPABHJIMCh HAa MOHCKH MecTeuyKa nosaBHAHee. Bckope
OHH MOJHA/MHCD HAa TOPKY Yy pyubd. Bpaaun nokasanace
Kpbiwa (epmbl. Opex OCTAHOBHJICA M BHHMAaTeJbHO OCMOT-
peJicsi.

— CTpaHHO, YTO 3/eCb HeT HHKAKHX CJEeNOB 3JHJei!
Ho Bce e Jsiyullle BCEro HauyaTb PbiTh KOJIOHHIO Y KOpHei
craporo ay6a, nojaJjblue oT (epmbl!

— Xopowast Mblcib! — ¢ ono6pennem mporssec Cmopo-
nuHa.— CmotpuTe, JloxMau yxe BO3BpallaeTcsi H3 pa3pe/ikH!

! O6LIUHO CaMUBbl KPOJHKOB 4Pe3BbIYANHO PeAKO 3aHHMAITCA PHITbEM
HOP. DTO ecTecTBeHHas 3ajaya Kpoabuux.— [Ipum. aer.
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— Jlymato, 4TO Hac 3eCb HHKTO He NOTPeBOXKHT, Opex! —
CKa3as, noackakaB no6Jauxe, Jloxmauy.— Pepma naJexo,
a B NOJIAX HET HMKAKHX CJeNOB 3JHJeil. 31ech TOJbKO CJjelbl
YeJIoBeKa, H OHHM OUeHb YeTKHe. 3amax CBeXHil, M noscloLy
pa3bpocaHO MHOro 3THX OGesibiX TNaJloueK, KOTOpble OHH
TaK JIIOGAT HOCHTb 3aMOKEHHBIMH BO pPTy. MoxeT 6biTb,
6/11M30CTb YesioBeKa K JyulueMy: OH GyaeT OTMYyrHBaThb OT
Hac 3Juned.

— A kax Thl AyMaellb: 3a4eM CIOAa PHXOAHUT YeNOBEK? —
cnpocua IaTwrii.

— Kro 3Haert, yTo yesoBeKy B36peneT B rososy? Moxer
6biTb, OH MNaceT Ha JYry KOpPOB, a MOXeT G6biTb, PyGHUT
B Jlecy ApoBa. A HaM 10 Hero 4To 3a Jeso? 5 3anpocTo cymelo
yApaTh OT uesioBeka! DTO Jerye, yeM yBEPHYTbCS OT JAHCHI! —
ckasan Jloxmau.

Opex pacnopsimu/cs, 4toGbl BCe MPUCTYMHJIH K PBITbIO
HOp. B 3To yTpo pa6oTa y HalHX KPOJMKOB WIIa CMOPO.
C o6eux ctopoH Ay6a nouea Gblaa CyXoi H JIerkoi, MecTamH
nonagaJjcs naxe necok. OHH HECKOJIbKO Pa3 HaYMHAJH PbITb,
o BpeMeHaM Mnepefblxas, HO K HH-PpHCY Yy HHX GbJIO yKe TPH
MPHJIHYHBIX HOPBI.

M3 Bcex KpOJMKOB TOJIbKO OAMH IIAThIA He npuHHMan
yuactus B pa6ote. O 3aMep B OlMHOUECTBE HA KPalo KaHaBbl,
no BpeMeHaM GecrnoKOMHO ep3as Ha MecCTe H TO NPHHMUMARCh
3a TpaBy, TO TPEBOXKHO K ueMy-To mnpHcaylwnsasce. Opex
NbITa/ACsA 3arOBOPHTb C HHM, HO, He MOJYYHB OTBETa, pellius,
uTto Jyywe octaBuTh [IAToro B mokoe. [TosTomy oH oGouien
TlAToro u yceiacs Ha CK/OHe, JeJsasi BHJ, 4YTO BCEleJO Mo-
rJoleH xoaom pa6or.

Bckope nocne nu-®puca He6o 3apoJokao Tyyamu. Craso
TEMHO, M C 3anaja mnoTsaHyno aoxzaeM. CuHuUa, KoTOpas
BeCb JeHb, CHIS DPALOM Ha KyCTe eXXeBHKH, Beécesio rnena:
«dH, 3i1, 3#, neTH cloga ckopeii!», yietena B nec. Paambiuass,
He CTOHT JiH coeluHMTb HOpbl Jloxmaua u OpyBaHuMKa
60KoBbIM X010M, Opex BHe3aMHO yC/biLlal, KaK KTO-TO MOGJIH-
30CTH TPEBOXKHO CTYYHMT Jlanodl o 3emaio. BeicTpo o6epHys-
LUKCh, OH YBHAEJ, UTO CTy4HT [MATbIA, BrAsABIBAasiCh Kyla-TO
B KOHell MoJisi.

TaM, Ha onyllKe pOLUH, y KycTa TpaBbl, cHieJ, Habaonas
3a HHMH, He3HaKOMBIH KPOJIHK C HACTOPOXKEHHBIMH yLIaMH.
YTo6bl MOKa3aTh, YTO OH 3aMeTHJ He3Hakomua, Opex cHayana
NPHBCTAJ Ha 3a[HHX Jlanax, a 3aTeM CHoBa npuce. Yyxod
KPOJIMK He ABHHyJcsi ¢ Mecta. Opex He cmyckaJs C Hero rjas
H BCKOpe MOYYBCTBOBaJ, YTO BCE €ro TOBApHIIH MOAOLIIH
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K HEMy C3alM H CTOAT 3a cnuHoi. OH nonossan CmopoanHy
H MOCKAaKaJ HaBCTpeuy uyXaky.

He3HakoMblif KPOJIHK CHAEJl CMOKOMHO, MPHCTAJ/IbHO Ha-
6nionas 3a UX npHGaH>KeHHeM. Tenepb OHH MOr/H XOpoLwO
ero paccMoTpeTb. DTO Gbll KPYMHbIi, KpacHBBIH, ynHTaHHbIR
KposiiK. OH He Ka3aJsicfl CepAHTHIM HJIH 3JI0GHBIM, H B TOM, Kak
OH CMHPHO JOXHAAJICH HX NPUGIHKEHHS, GbLIO YTO-TO CTPAH-
Hoe M npotHBoectecTBeHHoe. Opex W CMOpOAMHA OCTaHOBH-
JIHCb, Pa3rJsiibiBasi He3HaKOMLA.

— §1 He nymalo, 4yTO OH onaceH,— 3ameTHs CMOpOAHMHA.

B 3710 Bpemsi He3HakoMell ABHHY/ACS WM HaBcTpedy. OHu
¢ OpexoM OJHOBPEMEHHO BOMPOCHTEJbHO KOCHYJHCb ApPYT
Apyra HocaMH M npHHioXxanucb. He3nakomel M3paBas Ka-
KOM-TO HeoGbl4YHbIH, HO B JOGOM cJydyae MpPHATHBIA 3anax.
JToT 3anax roBOPHI O 310POBbe, MPA3AHOCTH, O CHITHOH
nuite. Kasasnoch, 4y»Koit KpOJIHK SIBHJICA H3 KakoM-TO 6iaro-
LIeHCTBylolle# cTpaHbl. MoJsiyaHHe He3HaKOMLA BblHYAHJIO
Opexa ckasaTb nepsble CJOBa.

— Mol npHILIH H3-3a Bepecka,— CKa3aJs OH.

KposiHK MoJsiuas, HO HMes BrioJiHe Ge306uaHblii BHA. OH
BHIFJIAZE/ YyTh-UyTb MeJAHXOJHYHO, 4TO OBIIO COBCEM YXKe
YAHBHTE/bHO.

— Msl BHZeJH, KaK Bbl NpPHLIJIH,— CKa3aJ HaKOHeLl
4y>KOoH KpPOJIHK.

— Msl co6Hpaemcsi 34ecb OCTaTbCs,— TBEPHAO cKasan
Opex.

YyxKo#t KPOJIHK He BbIKa3aJ 0COGOro BOJIHEHHS.

— A nouemy 6bl M HeT? — cka3an oH.— Tosbko Bac
canwkom Mano! Kposnukam GesonacHee MHTb GO/bLIMM
cranom!

Opex ynusuics. [No-BuaHMOMY, BECTb O TOM, YTO OHH COGH-
PalOTCA OCTAaTbCH, HHCKOJNBKO He 0GecrnoKoMsna KpOJHKa.
HuTepecHo: cKOJIbKO KPOJIHKOB MpsiyeTcsl B cOcelHeH pollle,
Habalonas 3a HWMH? He co6HpaloTcA JIM Ha HHX HamacTb?
Ilo moBeneHHIO UyXXOro KpOJIHKA HH O YeM Heab3st GbliIo
cyauTb. OH Ka3aJicst 3a1lyMUHBbIM, CJIETKA YCTaJIbIM, HO BNOJIHE
Apyxeo6HeiM. Ero siennBasi MaHepa, GOJbLIOH pOCT, XoJe-
Hasl BHEIWIHOCTb W Ge3pa3jHuHe K HX NPHOBITHIO — BCe 3TO
Ka3aJocb Opexy HeMOHATHBIM H NOL03pHTe/bHBIM. Ecain 31ech
TauTC KaKad-TO JIOBYLUKA, He SICHO GblJIO, YTO OHa coGokH
npeacranaser. Opex pellHs FOBOPHTb NPAMO M HE CKpbI-
BaTb MCTHHbL

— Mel He HlleM ccopbl, HO eC/ii KTO-HHOYAb NOfnbITaeTcs
HaM nomeuaTth...— Hayaa Opex.
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Yy»Koil KPOJHK BEXJ/HBO OCTaHOBHJ €ro:

— Tomuayit! Mel Bam pambl. Ecau Thl coGupaelubcs
MATH K CBOMM, sl moiiay c ToGoH. Tl He BO3paxkaellb?

On nockakan mno HanpasjeHuio K otpaay. Opex u Cmo-
pOAHHA, MeperasiHyBIUHChb, AOrHaH ero. Uyxoil kpoJauk Ge-
)KaJl JIeTKo, He TOpOmsicb M SIBHO He Gosjca ux. Opex eule
Gosblie yauBHacs. UyXKoM KpOJIMK He omacaercs, 4TO OHH
BCell Kyueil, WM Xxpefipoi, HaBaJATCA HAa Hero W yGbIOT?
3auem emy Tak pHckoBaTb? UTo OH OT 3TOro BeIMrpaeTt?
Bce 370 6bl10 COBEPILEHHO HEMOHATHO.

Koraa Opex M uyxoil KPONHK NoAcCKakaau K ayGy, Bce
HalUH KPOJIMKH YXe€ CHAeNH Ha 3aJHHX Jiamax, TPeBOXKHO
cnens 3a Mx npubanxennem. Opex OCTaHOBHMJCA, He 3Has,
4yTo cKasaTh. Ecam Gbl ¢ HMMH He GbLIO He3HAKOMUA, OH
NpocTo nepeckasas Gbl CBOHMH C/IOBAMH Bechb HX Pa3roBop,
a ecan 66 OHH co CMOPOAMHOH CHJIOH NpHTAILMIH 3a cOGOH
YyXKOro KpOJIMKa, TO MOXHO O6bLIO npukasaTth Jloxmauy
uan Cepe6pHCTOMY MOCTEpeUb €ro, HO CJIOXKHBIUASICA CHTYa-
uns 6bi1a Opexy HeaHakoma. UydxKoil KpOJIHK cHOeN PSAAOM,
MOJIYaJIHBO OTJIsSiABIBAs €ro CNyTHHKOB M BEXJHMBO OXHAas,
YTO6bl KTO-HHOYAb APYroil OODBACHMUA COGpaBLIMMCA MOJO-
xenne. I'py6GoBaThlit M, Kak Bcerga, npsimo# Jloxmau pas-
PSAMJ IWEKOTHBYIO O6CTaHOBKY.

— 3auem npuuiea cioa 3TOT YyXXaK? — CIPOCHJ OH.

— He 3nalo,— cka3an Opex, uyBcTBYsi ce6si 1ypaKoM,
HO CTapaschb He ONMycCKaTb Iyas.

— UTo X, CNPOCHM €ro camMoro,— ¢ H3[eBKOH MPOH3HeC
Jloxmau.

OH nojolen K 4y>XOMy KPOJHKY MOGJHKe, uTOGbl, Mo-
no6uo Opexy, o6hioxaTb ero. Ilo-BHAMMOMY, 3amax 4y»XKoro
KPOJIHKa TOXKe NpOH3Bes Ha Hero riyGokoe BreuyaTJeHHe, Tak
KaK OH HeyBEePeHHO OCTaHOBHJICSH, a 3aTeM OTPLIBHCTO H rpy6o
CNpOCHJ:

— Kro Thl H uTO TeGe 3aech HyXHO?

— MeHs 308yT JIbBuHas [TacTb. MHe HHYEro He HYXHO,—
OTBeYaJ YyXOH KpoJHK.— S cibixas, YTO Bbl MPHILJIH H3-
Janeka.

— MoxerT, H Tak,— cka3an Jloxmau.— Ho Mbl cymeem
3a ce6s1 nocTosTh!

— 51 B 3TOM He coMHeBaloCb,— cka3aJ JIbBuHas [lacts,
OKHIbIBasi B3r/ISAIOM 3a6pbi3raHHbIX IPA3bI0 H B3bePOLIE HHbIX
KPOJIMKOB C TaKMM BHIOM, KaK GYATO BeXJMBOCTb 3aCTaB-
JIJ1a ero BO3JePXKaTbCA OT KOMMeHTapHeB.— 3aTo OT Hero-
roasl BaM Heserko GyzeT 3awMTHTbcA. CKOpo noineT A0Xab,
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a BallM HOpbI elle He 3akoHueHbl.— OH B3rssiwys Ha Jlox-
mauya, CJOBHO OXHJAas AasbHefilunx paccnpocos. ToT umen
cnerka ckoHoyKeHublit Bua. OueBuaHO, oH, nogo6Ho Opexy,
He MOHHMaJ, B YeM [eJo.

B HactynuBlueH THIUMHe 6bla C/bliEH WYM KpenyaBlUero
seTpa. BesanHo Bnepen Bbiwen [TaTblit.

— Mbsl Te6 He noHMMaeM,— cKasaJs oH.— [oBopu nps-
MO: MOXHO JIH TeGe NOBepPHTbCA?

Hepshas peub [laToro npoussena na JlbBunyio Ilactb
He GoJiblllee BreyaTJieHHe, YeM BecCb MpeAlleCTBYIOLIKA pa3-
rosop. Ou npoBea nepefHeii Nanmoil Mo THUILHOH CTOpPOHE
yXa H He crelia OTBETHJ:

— Mue kaxercs, Bbl 3ps JomaeTe ceGe rososel. Hy aa,
Bbl MOJXXETe HaM JOBEPHTbCS, Mbl BOBCE HE XOTHM Bac BbIro-
HATb! Hawa Ko/MoHHsi — 6/H3KO, H HaM XoTesoch 6bl, 4TOGbI
B HeH G6bL10 noGoJblue >KuTejed. 3ayeM NPHYMHATD BaM
Bpen? Benp 3nech BaoBosb TpaBbl, He TaK JH?

HecMoTpa Ha cBo# 3arajouHbii M HEMOHATHBIH BHA, He-
3HaKoMell FOBOPHJ TaK pa3ymHo, uyto Opex nouyBcTBOBaJ
ce6sl MPHCThIXKEHHBIM.

— Ham npuiuioce MHoroe mnepexuTb, H cefiyac Bce
HOBOE Ka)XeTCsi HaM MOAO3PHTeJIbHbIM,— CKa3aJ OH.— Bl
MOIJIH MOAYMaTb, YTO Mbl XOTHM OTHATb y Bac KPOJbUHMX
HJIH BbITHAaTb BAac M3 HOP. .

JleBuHasi [lacTb cepbe3Ho BHIC/YIIAJ] €ro H OTBETHJ:

— $1 xouy BaM KOe-uTO CKasaTb MO MOBOAY BalUHX HOP.
Ouu HeynoGHbl. 3ananablit BeTep 6yjeT 3alyBaTb NpPSIMO
B HHX. B Halle#i KOJIOHMH MHOTO HE3aHATHIX HOP, H Mbl GyleM
panpl BauieMy mpHxoay. A cefluac H3BHHHTe MeHs, si noiay
noMoi. §1 He M0G0 CHAETb MOA JAOXKAEM.

OH c6exan no CKIOHYy H nepeckouns pyueit. KpoJauku
BHEJIH, KaK OH OJHHM NpPbI2KKOM MOJHAJCA Ha NPOTHBOMOMOXK-
Hbll XO/IM H HCue3 B MaMoOPOTHHKaX.

Mpowypwap B AyGOBbIX BETBfX, YNaJH MepBble KamJjH
noxasa. OHH HENPHATHO KOJIOJIH PO30BYIO KOXHIY BHYTPH
KPOJIMYBHX YILei.

— ODTOT He3HaKOMell — KPacCHBbIi MNapeHb, H BeJHKaH
nputoM,— ckasan Kpywmxa.— Henoxoxe, uTo6bl emy npu-
XO[HJIOCh 3a60THTLCA O NMPONHTAHHH!

— A Bemb on Ham He HaBpan! Hawm Hopbl Manbl,
H B CKBEDHYIO NMOrojy B HHX MOXXHO 3a6GHTbCSl, COTHYBILUHCb
B Tpu norubesu, HO H TOJIbKO! — 3ameTHa CepeGpHCThIM.

— §1 npexpe Bcero xoten 6bl OGCYAHTb NpelsioXKeHHe
HeaHakomua. [latbiit, Jloxmau u CMopoaHHA MOHAYT B OAHY
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HOpY co MHO#,— cka3as Opex.— Ocra/bHble MycTb CHAAT,
KTO C KeM 3axoueT.

B camom nene, HOBble HOpPbI GblIHM y3KH, KODOTKH H He-
ynoGHbl. Jlaxke nBa KposiMKa He MOIJIH Pa3oHTHCb B TaKoH
HOpe, a 4eTBEpO CHAEJH TEeCHO, KaK FOpOIIHHbI B CTPyuKe.
Tyt Opex BnepBble noxxaJes O CTapoi KOJIOHHH, OCTaBLUeHCH
.JaJIeKo Mo3ajH.

Haiuu kposiHKH pblH HOpbI BriepBbie. B pesysbTaTe y HHX
MOJIyYHJIOCh NPOCTO HeJOAeNaHHOe, YePHOBOE XHJbe.

Jloxmau, Mo/HbIA KHIyyeil 3HEPrHH, BCKOPe BHOBb MpH-
HAicA 3a pa6oty, Opex e yceacs y Bxoja, IMISiAsl Ha Ko-
1e6IIOLLYIOCS CTeHY JOXAS, 6GeCKOHeUHbIM NOTOKOM 3a/IHBalo-
1ero JAOJIMHY, H 3aayMaJica. B Bosnyxe 3anaxsio oTchipeBiueit
npouioronHe# auctpoit. Craso npoxJaaaHo. JlenecTku 1BeToB
BHLIHEBOrO flepeBlla, NMOJ KOTOPHIM OHH YTPOM CHIeJH, Cei-
yac, rpsisHble H HaMOKILUHe, BaJAJHCh MO Bcemy nogio. Tem
BpeMeHeM, KaK 3T0 M npeackasbiBai JIbBuHas [lactb, Betep
noayn ¢ 3anaga. OH norHan CTPyHKH BOAB NPAMO B HOPY.
Opex monATHJ/CA H NPHCOENHHHJICA K cBoMM coceasm. Tyt
OH OCTPO MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO BCE OHH MOXOXH Ha TPS3HYIO
KyudKy Pa3HOLIEPCTHOTO cG6poja, 3aGHMBLIYIOC B Y3KYIO
H XOJIOAHYIO [blpy B AMKOH H 4yXOH MECTHOCTH.

— Cxaxu, CMOpOAHMHA, 4TO Tl JAyMaellb O HalleM
rocre? — cnpochs Opex.

— TlpoBepHTb, MOXHO JIH €My [OBEPHTbCS, MOXHO
OJIHHM-€ IHHCTBEHHBIM CMOCOGOM: Hano nonpo6oBaTh HaBe-
aTbCcsi B MX KOJIOHHIO,— CTeNMeHHO cka3as CMopoanHa.—
CyluecTByeT MHEHHe, YTO OHH XOTAT Hac YGHTb, TOJNbKO
3ayem 3710 MM? Bemb 3mecb B camom gesie MHOro Tpabbl!
A ec/iM Bce OHHM TaKOTO XKe POCTa, KakK 3TOT NepBblfi KPOJHK,
TO UM Heuero GOATbCH, UTO TaKHe KaJikhe GpOMSITH, Kak
Mbl, BHIFOHAT HX H 3a6epyT KpoJbunx. Kpome Toro, Mel
NPHILJH ClOJa YYTh XKHBbIE, H 3TO GblJIO OT/IHYHOE BpeMst AJsi
BHe3anHo# aTakn! OJHaKo OHH 3TOH BO3MOXKHOCTBIO He
BOCMOJIb30Ba/HCh. MHe KaXeTcs, YTO Y HHX CKOpee MHPHble
HaMepeHHs. MeHsi cMyllaeT TOJNbKO OJHH BOMPOC: KaKoH
HM MPOK OT TOrO, YTO Mbl MPHCOEAHHHMCA K HX KOJNOHHH?

— Mo2xxeT 6blTb, OHH GOSITCSI, YTO Mbl KaK AypakH npumMa-
HMUM cioga 3iuJed? — BuiTpsaxuBas 3emai0 H3 GakenGapa
M otayBasich, JloxmMay nokasan JVIHHHblE nepefHHe 3yObl.—
U B camom zeJie, OKa Mbl JOCKOHAJIbHO He Y3HaeM 3MELIHHX
MecT, Mbl noaro 6ylneM AypakaMH. MoxeT GbiTb, OHH COGH-
paloTCA HayuHTb Hac 3leiiHeMy o6pa3sy xu3uu? [lyctb
3TO He TaK, He CNopio, HO si He Golocb MOMTH K HHM M Bce
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pa3y3HaTb. EC/IH OHM MOMBITAlOTCA BBIKHHYTb KakHe-HUOYIb
IITYYKH, OHH YBHIAT, YTO fi TOXE 3HAIO MapOuKy-APYryio
¢okycos. Ilo kpafineit Mepe Mbl CMOXeM BbICMATbCA B MPH-
JIMUHBIX YCNOBHAX!

— A uto Thl cKaxewb, [IaTblii?

— Jlyuule He HMeTb HHYEro OGILEro C TeM KPOJIMKOM M ero
KOJIOHHe#! — ¢ TpeBoro#t ckasaa [lsatbiii.

3amepsumit 1 npomokuuii Opex paccepausics. Ou npu-
BbIK MoJlaraTbCsl Ha HHTyHumio [lstoro, u Bapyr IlsTbiit
cKasaJ TrJynocTb KakK pa3 TOraa, Koria ero coseT Gbli
Heo6xoaum! CMopoanHa paccyxias npeBocxoaHo. Jloxmau
TOXKE TOBOPHJI, KaK 31paBOMBICASLUHN KPOJHK. BHAHO, OT
TlaToro He noXnaThes cefiuac HHYEro, KPOMeE HBITbS, KOTOPOE
NpHCTaJIO JIHILIb XY XKeJule WK XyKy! B onpasaanue [Matomy
Opex BCIOMHHJI, Y4TO TOT CaGblii M MaJeHbKHI H YTO OHH
nepeX<u/ii OrpOMHble TPYAHOCTH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B OTJa/IeHHOM YTJIy HOPbI CTaJia OChINAThCA
NoYBa, H BCKOPE H3 OTBEPCTHS MOSIBHJIACh TOJIOBA H MepeLHHe
nanel Cepe6pucroro.

— Bort u MbI! — Becesio cka3saJ oH.— YTo e Bbl pelunJn
HacyeT NpelIoXKeHHs 3Toro... Kak ero? JIbBuHO#H Jlanku uiu
JIbeuHo#t [lactu? Maem mbl B ux KoJonuio? Wan Tpycanso
OTCHANMCA?

— MoXHO MHe cKa3aTb? — CMPOCHJ, M3-32 €ro nJjeua
OnyBaHunk.— HaM paHO W/IH MO3JHO MPHOETCA HA4aTh C HH-
MH TMeperoBopbl, H MHe MOYEMY-TO He HPABHTCH, YTO Mbl
onacaemcsi MOHTH K HHM.

— W MHe TOXe NPOTHBHO JHepPXKaTbCi B CTOPOHKe.
C KaKux 3TO MOP KPOJIMKH CTajH CYHTaTbcs 3auasimu? Cra-
puna JlbBuHaa IlacTb He moGosiicA K HaM MpHATH, XOTb
Hac U MHoro! — BckpHuuas CepeGpUCTHIM.

— Peweno! Mbl naem! — ckasan Opex.— Ho He noittu
a1 Ham ¢ Jloxmauom Bnepen?

— Her! Hpemre Bce BMecte,— cka3an CepeGpHCThIH.—
Toabko, paan Ppuca, He nosapakiTe BHAA, 4TO Bbl HX GoHTeCh!

— Toraa Bnepea! — ckasan Opex.

CHapy>XH CTaJo HeMHOro MoCBeT/ee, XOTA HOXAb Bce
ellle 3aJIHBaJ raasa. Jloxuaasch, Moka Bce coGepyTcst BMeCTe,
Opex BHMUMaTeNbHO OCMOTpes cBOH OTpsAL. [loABHXKHbIH
H coo6pasuTesbHblf CMOPOAHHA, MpeXKae YeM MepecKOYHTb
KaHaBy, CHauaJia MocMOTpes BBepX, a MoTom ceGe MOA Ho-
ru. 3a wuM wea Jloxmay, paayficb NpeACTOSIIEMY OeJy,
n cnokoiiHelii CepeGpuCTbIi, Ha KOTOPOro BMOJIHE MOXHO
6b110 N010XKHTbCAA. BaectAwnit pacckasunk OnyBaHYHK Tak
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TOPOTIHJICS, YTO, MepenpuirHyB KaHaBy, BCKayb MoMyaJcs mo
NoJIIO, XOTSl BCKOpe OCTAHOBHJICSH, YTOGbl MOAOXKAATb TOBa-
puuieit. 3a wum wesn Kpymuha, noxany#H, camblit ypaBHO-
BellleHHbIH H HaJeXHbIi H3 KPOJHKOB oTpsana. lopuiouek
6ecrnoKOHHO Or/AAbIBAJCA MO CTOPOHAM M HCKaJ rJaas’aMH
Opexa, YyToGbl NPHCTPOUTBLCS PAIOM ¢ HUM. [lasee ABHrajauch
Xok6uT, Beponnka H )Kesyap, BnoJiHe NpHJHYHbBIE PAIOBbIE.
TNocnennnm HeoxoTHo 6pen TTATHIN, UeM-TO yrHeTeHHBIH H 1o-
XOXHH Ha 3aMep3alollyio JIacTOuKy.

Opex BCKOpe yBHIeJ] Ty AOPOry, KOTOPOH K HHM MpHLues
JleBuHas TlacTb: M3 3apocJieil ManopoTHHKOB B MoJe BbiGe-
rasa Xopollo NpPOTONTaHHas KPoJAHYbA Tpona. Bpann wHa
NnecyaHoM CKJIOHE JIErKO MOXHO GblJIO Pa3JIHUHTb KPOJHYBH
HOpbI, OTYETJIMBO UYepHEBIUHe Ha roJoi 3emje. D10 OGblia
4pe3BbI4aiHO OTKPHITasi KOJIOHHs!

— KnsiHych He6om! — Bock/nHKHYJ Jloxmau.— Bee xu-
Bylllee B6/1M3H 3Bepbe, HaBepHOe, OTJHYHO 3HAET, YTO KOJO-
HHAl PacrnoJioXKeHa HMeHHO Ha 3ToM Mecrte! CMOTpHTe, Kak
MHOTO KpOJIHYbHX CJiefl0B!

— Moxert 6biTb, OHH 31eCb B Takoil 6e30MacHOCTH, YTO
BOBCE He CTapaloTcs MNpsTaThcA? — npeanoJioxua Cmopo-
ausa.— Eciv nomuHMTe, Halla ctapasi KOJIOHHS ToXe Gblia
He CJHMLIKOM-TO 3aMaCKHpOBaHa.

— [a, Ho Bce e M He Tak OTKpbiTa!

Koraa naw oTpsia npu6/AH3HJCA K HOpaM, Hal KaHaBo#
MOSIBHJIHCL ABa KpoJiiKa. OHH yCeJHCb H CTaJH MOMAXKHAATDH
rocted.

— Kpoauk no umenn JlbBuhas [lacTe npeasoxua Ham
y6exuiue,— ckasan um Opex.

B oTBer 06a KposiHKa, Kak GyATO B TaHLe, Mpoje/ajiH
KaKHe-TO CTpPaHHble JBHKEHHs rOJIOBOH H NepeiHHUMH JlalaMH.
Opex H ero apy3bsi 3HaJHM, YTO M/ 3HAKOMCTBA KPOJHKH
O6bIYHO JOBOJIbCTBYIOTCS B3aHMHBIM OGHIOXHBaHHEM, KaK 3TO
cnenann npu Bcrpede Opex u JlbBunaa [lactb. Ceit-
Yyac HallH KPOJHMKH MOAYMaJH, YTO HX XOTAT O03aJauHTh,
M CKOH(Y3uancb. TaHLOPbl OCTAHOBHJIMCb, SIBHO OXHAasi
OTBETHBIX JXECTOB OT HAlUHX KPOJHKOB, HO Te He JBHMIraJjMCh
c Mecra.

— JIbBuHas [lacTb B GoJsbLIOH HOpe,— HaKOHel CKasan
OJMH H3 4yXHX KpoankoB.— Ecin xoTHTe, HaeMTe c Hamu!

— A Koro M3 Hac Bbl npHriaiaerte? — cnpocua Opex.

— Kak koro? Bcex, KoHeUHO!— oTBeuas KPOJIHK C YIHB-
neHneM.— Pa3Be KTo-HHGYAb M3 BaC XOYeT MOKHYTb MO
noxuem?

48



Opex npeanosiaraj, YTo €ro H napy ero TOBapHLei
nosHakomsaT ¢ [naBubiMm Kpoankom. IMockosabky JIbBuHas
TacTb NPHXOAMJ K HHM 6e3 CBHTHI, OH, MO-BHIHMOMY, He
6bl1 TnaBHbIM. Broc/eACTBHM rocTsiM HaBepHsika Npea-
JI0OXKAT pa3oMTHCh MO pa3HbIM HopaM. OJHaKoO, CnyCTHBLINChH
noa 3emaio, Opex c yAWBIEHMEM 3aMeTHJ, YTO TIJaBHas
HOpa KOJIOHHH OblJa TaK BeJIHKA, YTO MOIJia OXHOBPEMEHHO
BMECTHTb OTDOMHO€ MHOXECTBO KpoJHubero Hapoaua. OH
TaK 3aHHTePeCOBaJICA 3THM OGCTOSTE/JLCTBOM, YTO He OTAa]
pacrnopsiXeHHH, B KaKoM MOPAJKe ero KPoJHKaM cJjenyer
cnyckatbesi. OH enBa ycmea no3saTb ¢ co6oit ['opuiouka.
«9T0 06pajyeT ero H corpeet GeaHoe cepaedyKo,— MOAYMaJ
Opex,— a ecqH Ha HauMX rJjaBapefft HanagyT, To B 60i0
H 6e3 Hero GyneT Jierko oGOMTHCb».

IMpu Bcem TomM Opex ycnea nompocutb Jloxmaua 6biTb
3aMbIKaIOIUHM OTpsifa.

— Ecan HauHercda g1paka, BbIGHpaiici caM H YBOIH
¢ co6oit Bcex, KOro cyMeelllb 3aXBaTHTb,— LLIEMHYJ OH. 3aTeM
Opex cMeJo MocJeloBas 3a KpPOJHKOM-NPOBOXKAThiM B MOA-
3eMHBIH TyHHeJb.

OvueBHAHO, rocTeil BBeJH B TJaBHBI XO4, OT KOTOPOTro
BO BCeX HaMpaB/JeHHSAX OTBETBJAJIHCb JApyrHe TYHHeJH.
TMpoBoxxatble ABHra/iHcbh Tak GbicTpo, uto Opex enBa ycnea
OGHIOXaTb CTeHbl. BHe3amHO OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HAaXOIMT-
Csl Ha OTKPbITOM MecTe, H octaHoBHJIcs. Hu nepen ero ycamu,
HH ¢ GOKOB He GblO GOJiblle HH CTeH, HH 3eMJH. [To6GiH30cTH
TOJIMHJIOCH MHOTO KPOJIHKOB.

Tyt oH ycabitwaa rosoc JibsuHo# Ilactu.

— Mul Bam paanl! — cka3an JlbBunast Ilacte.— Jo6po
noXKaJsioBathb!

Tooc 3TOT wWwea oTKyAa-To H3aaseka. Opex uyTb He MoA-
npbirHys oT yaujeHus. OueBHAHO, moj3eMHas Hopa Gblia
orpoMHbix pasmepoB! OH HuKorga B Takux He GbiBan! O
3aMeTHJI, YTO HEeCKOJIbKO GOJIbLIMX NpeBECHBIX KOpHe#H mnoa-
Jlep>KHBaJIH OFPOMHbLIH KymoJs notoJika. B Hope 6blna Tosina
KPOJIHKOB, BO MHOrO pa3 mpeBbillaBIIasi €ro OTPsd, H OT
BCEX HCXOIMJ TOT XKe 3amax AOBOJIbCTBA H G/1arocoCTOSiHHSA,
4yto u ot JlbBuHOH [lacTu.

Hpysbsi Opexa c TOMOTOM M LIYMOM OAHH 3a NpYruM
BbIXOJAHJH H3 TyHHeas B 3aj. Opex pa3iyMbiBajl, KakHM
JNOJKeH GbiTb €ro OTBeT, O(HLHAJbHBIM HJH [1PYXKECKHM,
H cresyeT JH eMy Ha3saTb ce6s [naBHbiM Kposnkom.
Y Hero noka euile He 6biJI0 OnbiTa MOJOGHOTO pona. Tpeapax-
TO, HECOMHEHHO, C JIErKOCTbIO CHpaBHJCH Obl C NONOGHOM
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3ajaveit! OH pelwns, 4TO Jyylle BCErO FOBOPHTb MPOCTO
H 1o-ApyXeckH. B KoHUe KOHLOB, KOrga OHH YCTPOSITCH
B KOJIOHHH, Y HHX Gy1eT BpeMsi Ha TO, YTOGbI [OKa3aTb 3THM
4y)KakaM, YTO OHH He XyXe Apyrux. A ¢ camoro Hayana
Jlydlle He 3a1aBaTbCsl, 3TO MOXKET BbI3BaTb TOJIbKO CKaHxa.!

— Mbl pagbl, YTO YKPBUIHC OT HEMOrOAbl,— CKa3as
Opex,— H Mbl, KaK Becb KDOJHYHMIl POM, Jyulue BCEro Yys-
cTByeM cebs B GoabLIoH KOMNaHHH. JIbBHHasA [lacTb ckasan
HaM, uTo y Bac He6OJIbIIAs KOJIOHHS, OHAKO, CYAs MO HOpaM,
KOTOpble Mbl BHJEJNH Ha MOJIe, Y BaC MHOXECTBO KPOJIHKOB!

INo Kako#-TO CTPaHHOH NPHYHHE YyXKHX KPOJHKOB CMyTHJIA
ero peub, U Opex nogymas, YTO, OTO3BaBLIHCb C TaKHM
BOCXHILEHHEM 06 HX KOJIOHHH, OH B3flJl MOYEMY-TO HeBePHbIi
TOH. MoxeT G6biTb, 3feCb H B caMOM feJe GblJO MaJo
KpoankoB? He 6bl1o /M y HHX Kakoi-HHOYIb 3MHAEMHH?
Ho Gone3Hblo, ka3aJloch, He NaxJo, H C/IeJI0B €€ HHT e He GblJIo
BHAHO. EMy HHKOrza He BCTpevasiicbh TaKue KpyNHble H 310-
poBble KPOJIHKH. MoxeT GbiTb, HX GecnoKoiCcTBO H CTpaHHOe
MOJIYaHHE HMeJIH KaKyio-TO HHYIO NpHuHHY? MoxeT GbiThb, OH
C HEeNpHBbIYKH HECKJAJHO TOBOPHJ M XO3fieBa MOJyMaJiH,
YTO €ro KpPOJIMKH — HePOBHA HM, C MX TOHKHMH MaHepaMu?

«He 6ena! — nogyman on.— [llocne BuepaluHeil HOYM
A1 yBepeH B MOHX pe6Gstax! He Gyab Mbl JIOBKHMH M YMHbIMH
H He yMell Mbl CMpaB/iATbCA C TPYAHOCTAMH — Mbl Gbl HH-
Korja ciojga He go6pasuch! Bo BcAikoM cayuae, Mbl Kak GyATO
HM TOHPaBHJIHCbY.

Kpo/IMKH HayanH 3HAKOMCTBO Ha CBOH OOGBIUHBIH KpO-
JIHUKHH MaHep, oGHIOXHBasicb. Uepe3 HekoTopoe Bpems Bce
y4acTHHKH cGOpHILA TOHAJH, YTO 3HAKOMCTBO COCTOSIOCH
H co6paHHe He BblIbeTCsl BO BceoGlilee noGouliie.

Opex 3ameTHJ1, YTO HeBJaJeke OT Hero cuauT lopiuoyek,
NPHXAaBIUHCh K ABYM TIPOMafHbIM KPOJNHKaM, KaXKAbli M3
KOTOpbIX MOr Gbl ONHHM yAapoM MepeluHGHTb emy Xpe6er,
a Jloxmau yxe 3atess ¢ JIbBuHoO# [lacTbio wyTauBylo nora-
COBKY, NpHYEM OHH KycaJHChb, KaK KpoJibyaTa, a 3aTeM
noyecbipa/ju ce6Ge YIIH C KOMHYHOH cepbe3HocTbio. Tosbko
IaTeiii cuaen B CTOPOHe, B MOJNHOM ofHHOYecTBe. OH Gbia
He TO 60JIeH, He TO NMOJAABJIEH, H YYKHEe KPOJHKH HHCTHHKTHBHO
usberanu ero.

Opex NOHAJ, YTO COGPaHHE OKOHYHJIOCH 61aronpHsITHbIM
06pa3oM, H noyyBcTBOBas GoJblioe obJerdedue. OH ycno-
KOWJcA M ToTyac corpesicsa. OH mpowesn 3aly H3 KOHuA
B KOHell B KOMNAHHH TECHO MpPHXKaBLIKXCA K HEMY KpOJIHKA
H KPOJIbYMXH TAaKHX XKe OrPOMHbIX pa3MepoB, KaK JlbBHHas
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Mactb. Koraa ero cocend caenaju HeCKOJbKO MPbIXKKOB
BHH3 N0 OJHOMY M3 O6aHXHHX X040B, Opex nocsenoBas
3a HHMH. M3 3a/bl oHH mpown B HeGOJIbILYIO HOpY, Ha-
xoasiuyiocsi norayGxe. Ilo-BHanMoMy, 3Ta Hopa npHHaaje-
)KaJjia ero NpoBOXKAaTbIM, TAK KaK OHH PacnoJIOXHJHCh B Hell
no-gomalliHemMy, Ho o6a He Bo3paxxaJH, koraa Opex nocneno-
BaJ MX npHMepy. BosiHeHHe NMOHEMHOTY OTCTyNHJIO, H Bce
TPOe HEKOTOpOe BPeMsl XPaHHJH MOJYaHHe.

— Baw T'nasubii Kposnk — JlbuHas ITacTb? — cnpo-
cun HakoHen Opex.

Ha ero Bonpoc oTBeTHJIH BOmpocoM:

— A Te6s HasbiBaloT [naBHbiM Kposimkom?

Opex nouyBcTBOBaJ ce6si HesoBKO. Ecan oH ckaxer
«la», TO €ro HOBble 3HaKoMble GyayT Ha3biBaTh ero [aBHbIM,
a MOXXHO 6blJIO MpeAcTaBHTh, KaK npumet 310 Jloxmau. Kak
06bluHO, Opex OTBETHJ YECTHO H MPSIMO.

— Hac ouenb mMaJ10,— cka3aJ oH.— Mbl 6exxasu U3 foMa
OT BCAAYECKHX HempHATHOCTed B GoJiblLoH cnewke. Bosblas
4acTb KPOJIMKOB OCTaJjlacb B CTapoi KOJMOHHH, M [siaBHbIi
Kposnk ocranacs ¢ numu! S crapaioch PyKOBOAHTb MOHMH
ApPY3bfIMH, HO He 3HAIO, 3aXOYeTcsl JIH WM Ha3blBaTb MeHS
InaBHeiM KposnkoMm.

Opex noayman: «Hy, Tenepb HauHyTCS paccmpochi: a no-
yeMy Bbl yGexaJlH H3 KOJIOHHH?»

OnHaKo TO JIH YYXOro KpOJHKa He 3aHHTepecoBaJ pac-
cka3 Opexa, TO JM MO KaKOH-1M60 HHOH MPHYMHE, HO ero
HH O 4YeM He CMPOCHJH.

— Mbl HHKOro He HasbiBaem [y1aBHbIM Kpoankom,—
cKa3aJs HoBblf 3HakoMbili Opexa.— JIbBuHO# TlacTh 3axoTe-
JIocb MOHTH K BaM, BOT OH H moueJ.

— A KTo y Bac pewaet, Kak NMOCTYNMHTb C 3JHJAMH?
Kto Ha3HauaeT, KOMy PbITb HOpPbl, KOMy HATH Ha pa3BeaKy
H Bce Takoe npoyee? — crnpocka Opex.

— A MBI HHKOT[@ HMYEro Takoro He gesaem! DJHaH CTO-
poHsiTcA 3lelHHX MecT. [Tpowuiofi 3uMolt 3xech Kuna XoM-
6a — JiMca, HO YeJOBeK, OGXOAMBLUMA MOJIA, Ha JHAX ee
3acTpesinL.

Opex ynuBuJCS:

— B 3710 BpeMs roaa Jioau He CTpeasioT Juc!

— OgnHako 3Ty XxoMmG6y uesoBek 3actpesna! OH Takxke
cTpessieT cOB. A pbiTb HaM He HyXHO! 31ecb H TaK MHOTO
nycteix HOp. HazieThl Ha Oropofbl TOXe He HyXXHb. 31ech
NHLA Jy4lue, YeM rae 6bl To HH 6biljio. Thl H TBOH APY3bsl He
nporanasu! Bbl 3mech 6ynere cuacT/uBbl!
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Kak HM cTpaHHO, y caMoro Xxo3siHHa Gbla Ha/jeko He
cyactauBelil BuA, H Opex CHOBa MOUYBCTBOBAJ HeAOYMEHHE.

— A rpe uesoBeK..— HauaJ OH, HO €ro TOT4ac e
nepeGUH:

— MeHs 30ByT 3eMJIAHHKOH, a MOIO KpoJbuHXy — Huub-
npoxeiH — Ilecuss Jpoana. Henonaseky HaxoaHTCA HECKO/b-
KO OT/IHYHBIX MycThIX HOP. MoXeT GbiTb, TBOH 1PY3bsl 3aXOTAT
YCTPOMTb TaM CBOE XHJbe? A CKaXH: MOHpaBHJach JH TeGe
Gosbwas 3ana? Bemb 3710 uyno! SI yeepeH, uTo HeMHoro
HaHWJeTcA Ha cBeTe HOp, e KPOJNIMKH MOTryT cOGHpaTbcs
uenbiM craaom!

Opex 3anono3pusi, uto 3eM/sSIHHKA HAMEPeHHO HauaJ
nocnewHo 6o/Tath, YT06 OTBJEUb €ro oT paccrnpocos. Opex
6bl1 pa3nocajoBad M yausneH. «He Gema,— pewma oOH,
o6ayMaB noJoxeHie.— Bce paBHO HaM MOBe3JO, eC/H Mbl
y HHX CyMeeM BbIpacTH [0 pa3mepoB 3THx pe6at! [Mo6ansocry,
JIOMKHO ObiTb, €CTb OT/AHYHbIA KOPM. Mexay npouHm, ero
KposibyWxa npocto Kpacasuua! Hameioch, 4TO B KOJMOHHH
eCcTb H ApyrHe, elle MnoJyulle BHIOM!»

Yepes HekoTopoe Bpemsi 3eMJISHHKA Bblle3 H3 HOpbI
u cnyctuacsi B Apyroii xox. Opex nociefoBas 3a HHM.
OG6oias CTOPOHOH HOPBI, H3 KOTOPBIX OTYETJHBO HEC/]O KPpbl-
CHHbIM 3aMaxoM, OHH OCTAaHOBHJIHCb B KaKoOH-TO rayGoKoi
fiMe, HanomuHaBle# waxTy. KpyToit TyHHenb oTBecHo moj-
HUMancs BBepX. OGBIYHO KPOJIHYbH XOAbl H30THYTHI, NOAOGHO
JIYKY, @ 31eCb TYHHeJb GblJl COBEpIUEHHO NPSAMOM, TaK 4TO
Haj rosioeoit y ce6si Opex yBHIes JIHCTbSI HAa ()OHE HOYHOTO
He6Ga. OH MouyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OLHA H3 BOTHYTHIX CTEH LIAXThI
6blla M3 KaKOro-TO CTPAHHOrO MaTepHaJ/ia, H HelOBepuHBO
ee MOHIOXaJ.

— Panbiue 3necb Gbl1 KOJOAEl, HO cedyac OH 3aBa-
nuncsa! — o6bsACHUN 3eMJIsHHKA.

— K creHe urto-to npucrano! — BockaukHysn Opex.—
Oii, na 370 npocto KamHH!

— TeGe 3T0 MOHPABHJIOCH? — CMPOCH 3eMJIsHHKA.

B nonHom 3amewarenbctse Opex OTBETHJI:

— He 3Hnaro.

Bce ewe nemoymesas, Opex ocmoTpesn kaMHH. Bce oHu
GblIH OJIMHAKOBOTO pa3Mepa H 4epe3 OJAHHAKOBble MpoMe-
JKYTKH 3apbiThl B 3eM/110. OH HHYEro He MOr MOHATH.

— 3ayeM OHH BaM? — CNPOCHJ OH.

— 370 Dab-dxpeitpa,— C TAHHCTBEHHBIM BHAOM CKa3san
3emnsiHHKa.— JlaBHbIM-1aBHO 3TH KaMHH CJIOXHJ KPOJIHK 1O
umenn 3osotoit Joxab — Jlabepuem...
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Opex okasajcsi B GosblioM 3aTpynHeHud. OH HHKOrAa
He BMaJl PACTEHHS MOJ Ha3BaHHEM «30JI0TOH JOXJb», H CAMO
3TO CJIOBO 3aCTaBHJO €ro MpH3agyMaTbesl, MOTOMY HTO MO-
KpPOJIHUbH «J136epHEM» 3HAUMT «ApeBO sna». «Pa3pe MoxHO
TAaKMM 3JbIM CJIOBOM Ha3blBaTb KDOJIMKA?» — MOAyMaJ OH.
Kak MOryT npocTblie KaMHH CTaTbh DJb-DXpeiipoi?

— Mol HasbiBaeM 310 Purypoit,— ewe 6oJee TyMaHHO
o6bsicHHa 3emasiHnka.— Kamuu o6pa3sylot Ha cTeHe (urypy
Dub-Oxpeiipel. OH TOJBKO YTO YKpaJ y KOpoJsi caJjar.

Opex coBeplieHHO 3amyTajcsi. SICHO eMy O6blIO TO/IbKO
OJIHO — UTO KaMHH He HMEIOT HMKaKOro OTHOLIEHHS K Dilb-
Ixpeiipe. C TeM Ke ycnexoMm 3eMJsIHHKAa MOT €My CKas3aTb,
4TO y HEro He XBOCT, a AyGoBbil poctok! Opex noaHec snany
K CTeHe.

— OcropoxHeil! — BOCK/IMKHYs  3eMasiHuka.— Huuero
He Tporai!

— A rge..— Hauasa 6b10 Opex, HO 3eM/siHHKa CHOBA
nepe6uJ ero:

— HagepHoe, Tbl nporosoganca. S Toxe y)KacHo Xouy
ecTb. CKopee Bcero BCIO HOYb HampoJieT GyleT MATH LOXAb,
HO MBI, 3HaeWb JH, KOPMMMCA Moj 3emjed. A notoM Tel
CMOXKellb yJIeybCsi CNaTh.B GosbLIO#H Hope!

[Mo nmytw 3emasiHuka 6oJiTa/l, HH Ha MHHYTYy He nepe-
craBas. Opex 3aMeTHJI, 4TO /OGO €ro BONpocC, HaunHaIO M-
Cfl C «TAe» HJH «Kyla», nobyxaaeT 3eMJSTHHKY HeMelJeHHO
npepsath coGecelHHKa H BbI3bIBaeT MOTOK 6e3ynep KHOM
6oatoBHd. OH peluH NpoBepHTh cBoe HaGmoneHue. Korna
3eMAfIHUKA OKOHYHMJI CBOIO TOPOMJHBYIO peub H 3asBHJI:
«Mbl yxke nouTH npuiIH B 60/iblwyio Hopy!», Opex BHe3anmHo
crpocua ero: «A rze...».

B Ty e MUHYTy 3eMJISIHHKAa NOBEPHYJ B APYTYIO CTOPOHY
M nocnewnsn B GokoBOi xoa co caoBamu: «Jliotuk! Ot3o-
Buch! Maem B Gosbluyio HOpy?»

Hukro emy He oTBeTHJI.

— CrpahHo! — 3ameTH/1 3eMJISTHHKA, BepHYBIUHCb Hasaj
H CHOBa luaras BmepeiH.— B 3To Bpemsi OH 06bl4HO GhlBaeT
3gecb. $1, 3Haellb, YacTO 30BY ero, 4ToObl WATH BMecTe Ha
YKHH!

Hemuoro otcras, Opex nocneuHo Hecle10BaJj X0 CBOHMH
ycaMH u HocoM. Ilopor HOpel MOKpbiBa/Jla MSATKas 3eMJs.
Ha Heil 6bliM OTUETIMBO BHAHBI CJedbl 3eMJSHHKH, HO HH-
KaKHX [PYTHX cJeloB 3/iecb He 6bLio.

B st0oT pas B 3aje G6blIO KpOJHKOB nomenble. Opexy
H 3emasiHMKe nonaJacb HaBcTpeyy HuJbapoxeiH M C Heit
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ellle TPH KpacHBble KpoabuuxH. Opexy nokasasiocb, YTo OHH
4TO-TO 2KeBaJu. Bokpyr cHabHO naxso 3eseHblo. OueBuaHo,
noj 3eMJeHd MOXHO GblIO 1OCTaTh KaKyio-To nuily. Huabapo-
XeHH CMpocHJa ero, BHIeN JH OH GHrypy Sab-Dxpeipbl.

— OTH CcTpaHHble KaMHH MHe He OYeHb MOHPaBHJHCb.
51 6b1 ¢ ropa3no GoJibIUMM YNOBOJLCTBHEM JI0GOBaJICS TOGOMH
u TBOMMH noapyramu! — ckasan Opex. Ilpu 3tux cioBax
K HuM nogowen JlbBuhas Tlacte. 3emasinuka u JlbBuHas
Mactb 3aBesu BrioaroJoca pasrosop. [lo Opexa AoHecauch
cnoBa 3emasnuku: «OH HHKOraa He BHaea Purypel..» —
u otset JlbBuHoH Ilactn: «Hy, Ham 310 Ge3apasiuuHo...»

IMoyemy-to Opex nouyBcTBOBa/ ce6si OYeHb YCTaJbIM
1 HecuacTHbIM. OH yBHOe/ 33 LIHPOKOH JOCHSLIEACA CMHHON
JIbBuHo# Tlacth CMOpoAMHY M HanpaBHACA K HeMy.

— Hnem HaBepx, Ha TpaBy,— THXO cKasasn oH.— [lo-
nacemcs!

Tyt JlbBuHas [lacTh noBepHy/cs K HHM M CKasaj:

— HasepHoe, Bbl He oOTKa)keTecb uero-HUGyAb nepeky-
CHTb!

— Mbr cob6upaemcsi MOWTH Ha CcHAbdJeR, nonacTuch
cHapyxH! — cka3zan Opex.

— Ho ceituac uaer yxacHblii 10xab! — ckasan JIbBHHas
TlacTb TakMM TOHOM, CJIOBHO O BbIXOJE HaBepX He MOIJO
6bITb M pEuH.

— MHe oueHb He XOYeTCsi CMOPHTb,— TBEPAO CKa3saj
Opex,— HO Mbl NOJIXKHbl nomacTHcb. Mbl He GOMMCSL LOXAA.

Ka3zanoch, uto JlbBHHas IlacTb HeCKOJIbKO pacrepsinca.
3aTeM OH BAPYT HEOXKHAAHHO paccMesiics.

CMex He3HaKOM >XHBOTHBIM, MO3TOMY XOXOT JIbBHHOH
Mactn npoussen na Opexa u CMmopoanHy ycTpaluaioulee
Bneuatienne. Opex moaymaj, uto JleBuHaa [lactb uem-To
3a6osien. CMopoanHa e pewns, uto JIbBuuas [lactb cobu-
paeTcs Ha HUX HanacTh, H OTCTYNHA B GinXaiWH#A npoxon.
JIbBuHas [MacTb Npofo/Ka KaK-TO XKYTKO XHXHKaTb, H HCy-
ratHple Opex 1 CMOpOAHHA NOBEPHYJIHCh H MOCNEIIHO CKPbl-
nuch. Bexxann oHM B TakoW naHuke, Kak 6yato JlbBuHas
Macth BHe3anHo npeBpaTH/CA B XopbKa. Ha noanyTu ouu
BcTpetuan Topwouka. ToT 6bl1 TakK MaJj, UTO OHH JIerKO
o6owliM ero B IIHPOKOM TyHHese. OH yBA3a/ncA 3a HHMH.

YceBwuch B TpaBe, BCe TpPoe YCEPAHO NpPHHAMHCL ee
wMnaTth, He 3ameuas JOXAA, CTPyHKaMH CTeKaBLIEro ¢ HX
wy6oK.

— Ckaxu, noxanyiicra, Opex, HeyXeqH Tbl B CaMOM
niesie Bcepbe3 Bbilea Ha cuabdJel? [loroaa npocrto yxacHas!
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§1 yxe rotoB 6bi1 CHECTb BCe, YTO HAM MOJALYT, M 3aJeub
cnatb. Yrto Te6s TpeBOXHT? — crpocus CMOpoAHHa.

— Cawm He 3Hal0! MHe BADYT CTPaILHO 3aXOTeJIOCh BbIHTH
HaBepx H NoGblITb BMmecte ¢ Bamu. Cefiuac f, Kaxercs,
noHuMalo, 4to GecnokoHT [NsiToro. B 3THX KposMKax U B cCaMOM
zese ecTb 4TO-TO cTpaHHoe. Hanpumep, oHH Ansi yero-To
3aKJalblBAlOT KaMHH B CTeHy,— ckKa3sas Opex.

B 3THX ¥ ApPYyrHX CTPaHHOCTAX HE3HaKOMBbIX KPOJNHKOB
naxe cam CMOpoJHHA He MOT pa3o6paThcs H GblJl B He MeHb-
IIeM HeloYyMeHHH.

— A Tbl 4TO O HHX QyMaeiub, Xnao-py? — cnpocusa Opex
Topuiouka.

— Oun n06pbie H MHJIble,— OTBETHJ TOT.— TOJIBKO yKac-
HO TpYCTHble, XOTf, Ka3a/ocb Gbl, Yero UM FPyCTHTb, Koraa
BCe OHH TaKHe GOJIbIUHE H CHJIbHble H Yy HHX Takas 4ylecHas
Kosonusn? Hasephoe, s mpocto rayn, Opex! Pas Tbl npusen
Hac cloJla, 3HaUHT, 3TO caMoe yyJecHoe H Ge3onacHoe mecTo!

— Her, ot naneko He rayn! Tel npaB! ¥ Bcex y HHX
HaBepHfiKa YTO-TO Ha yme!

— Mbl He 3HaeM, YTO 3[eCb MPOH3OLLIO H OTHYEro HX
ocrtajoch TaK MaJso,— BMewaJscs CmopoanHa.— Moxer
6biTb, HX MOCTHINIA KaKas-To Gena?

— Onu ot Hac uto-To ckpeiBaloT! Ecan Mbl 31eck ocra-
HEMCSl, HaM MPHAETCHA Bce pa3y3HaTb, YTOGHI CyMeTb B AaJib-
HefllleM C HUMH NaQuTb,— cKa3aj Opex.— Mbl He MoXeM
C HHMH [QpaTbCfA: OHH TaKHe BeJHKaHbl!

— MHe KaeTcsl, OHH He ymeloT ApaTbcsi, Opex,— mpo-
MoJsiBHJ [opuioyek.— XoTsi OHM H OueHb GOJIblIHE, MHE OHH
He Ka){yTCsl HaCTOSIUHMH GoHuamu, Bpoae Halwero Jloxmaua
uan Cepe6pucroro.

— Bce-To Thl y Hac noaMeuaewb, Xnao-py! A He 3ameTHs
JIH Thi, YTO JOXIb MOJHJ eille cHJbHee? 51 yxke 1OCTaTO4HO
Ha6uJa ceGe TpaBoit xeaynok. [lopa B Hopsi!

Kposnku B/ie3s M B TyHHeNb H BCKOpe HAUUIH MYCTYiO
CyXyl0 HOpY, Tieé CBepHYJHCb KJAyGOYKOM H 3aCHYJIH, 4yB-
CTBYSl MPHATHYIO TEMIOTY.

IMpocHyBHch, Opex cpa3y e MOHAJ, YTO HACTaNO YTPO.
OH cyaua no 3anaxy H TBepAO ONPEJENHJ, YTO yxKe B3OLLIO
contile. MOXHO GbIJIO OTYETJIHBO Pa3/HYHTb apoMaT LBETY-
el sIGMOHH; 3aTeM K HeMy NPHCOeAMHHJCA Gosee c/abblit
3anax JIOTHKOB H Jowaned. K 3Tomy npumelnnBascs eile
oAuH, BcTpeBoxHBLIHI Opexa 3anax. CoBeplieHHO NPOTHBO-
€CTEeCTBEHHBIH, OH TOBOPHJ O YEM-TO ONAaCHOM H LueJ OTKyAa-
TO cBepxy. JT1o 6bla 3anax AbiMa. Hasepxy uTto-tO ropeJo!
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Opex BCMOMHHUJ, YTO JIoxmMay roBopua o GesleHbKHX NasoyKax
B TpaBe. Bor uem naxso! Hapepxy no semne Tosbko uTO
npolues yeJoBek!

Opex HaxoiHJCA B TeMJIOH HOpe, W €ro OXBaTHJO GJa-
eHHoe ollylleHde GesonacHocth. OH yuysii yesioBeka, a TOT
He cymea ero yuyatb! UesnoBek MOr HiOXaTb TOJNBKO TOT
NPOTHBHBIHA 1bIM, KOTOPHIA caM A/ 4Yero-to aesad.

lopuiouex 3aBopouascsi BO CHe, 6OpMOYa THXOHBKO:
«CaiiH Jlel HapH, MaJu?» — «A BKyCeH KDECTOBHHK, Ma-
Tywka?», u Opex, TpPoHyThiii TeM, uto [opuiouek rpesut
0 [eTCTBe, MOBEPHYJCH Ha JpPyrod Gok, 4ToGbl AaTbh emy
BO3MOXXHOCTb CHOBA YIOTHO npucTpouTbesi. TyT OH ycablwadn,
KaK KaKOH-TO KPOJIHK CIyCKaeTCsl B COCeNHIO0 HOpy. BHe-
3aMHO BHOBb MPHGLIBIUKIA 3aCTyuyas J1anoil H Kak-TO CTPaHHO
3akpnuan. Koraa kpoauk nogowen no6sauxe, Opex cMor pas-
nuuuTh coBa: «®Pueiipa! daeiipal» — «Csexue osouu!»
OH y3HaJ rosioc 3eMJsTHHKH.

Boi6paBiinch 3 HOphl B TyHHesnb, Opex cpasy xe Ha
Hero HaTosikHyJcs. ToT npososxan Tonath Jano# no Teep-
JIOMY 3eMJISTHOMY MOJIy.

— Mos wmatb, 6biBasio, rosopusa: «Ecau Ttonate no
noJly, Kak Jowajb, MOTOJNOK HENpPeMeHHO OGBAJHTCHA»,—
cka3saa Opex.

— Tlopa BcraBaTh,— OTBeTHA 3emasiHika.— [lorona
yynecHas!

— 3auem e Bcex GYAHTH?

— Ceityac 3gnecb npoxoaus yenopek! Henb3s ocrasiath
¢aefipy JiexkaTbh Moj OTKPLITbIM HeGom! Ecan mbl cpasy xe
He 3abepeM ee, MOABATCA FPauyH M KPbIChl, @ 1 HE OXOTHHK
BoeBaTh C KpbicaMH. DTO MO BKYCy pa3Be TO/NbKO TaKHM
MOGHTENIIM TPHKJIIOYEHHH, KaK Bbi!

— §1 Huyero He nonumaio!

— Hpem co wmuoit! 3afinem Ttonbko 3a Huuabapoxeiin.
Y Hac moka HeT MOTOMCTBA, TaK YTO OHa MOWAET BMeCTe CO
BCEMH.

Opex yBHIeJ, 4TO GOJIbIUHHCTBO KPOJIHKOB YK€ BhLJI€3JIO
u3 Hop. OH mopymaJ, yto, B o6lleM, 3eMJSIHHKA eMy Hpa-
BuTcA. HakaHyse Opex oueHb ycTaJ, OLIEJOMJEHHBIH OrpoM-
HbIM KOJIHYECTBOM BMeYaT/JeHHH, W He cymen pa3o6paTbes
B HOBOM npusTene. Tenepb e 3eMJsHHKa Nokasajcsi emy
6e306HAHBIM, BMOJIHE CHMNATHYHbIM napHeM. Ou Gbln Tpora-
TeJIbHO TNpHBA3aH K npekpacHoi HuibapoxeiH u ceftuac
6blJl B OTJIHYHOM HacTpoeHHH. Korja OHHM BBILLIH H3 HODBHI,
OH MepenpbirHy/l KaHaBy M GpOCH/CA B BBICOKYIO TpaBy,
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Becesbld, Kak Gesnouka. Kasanoch, y Hero Hukorga He 6bijio
TOro 3ayM4HBOrO H MOAABJEHHOrO BHAA, KOTOPbIH HaKaHyHe
tak yausua Opexa. [lomoitas k otBepcthio Hopel, Opex
OCT2HOBHJICS, KaK 3TO OH OGBIYHO len1aJl B CTapoi KOJIOHHH,
NOA KYCTaMH €XEeBHKH M BHHMATeJbHO OCMOTpEs NOJHHY.

CoJiHLe BBILLIO H3-33 POLUH, TAK YTO JepeBbA Ha CKJAOHe
yxKe 6pocanu AJHHHble TeHH Ha mose. Mokpas TpaBa cBep-
Ka/a, ¥ BETBH ODEXOBOTO NepeBla, CTOfIBLUErO HEMoaanexy,
nepe/iMBajiCh BCEMH LBETAMH Pajyru.

— 3necb coBepiueHHO Ge3onacHo,— ckasasi JIbBHHas
Mactb, nopowenwni xk Opexy c3anu.— HaBepHo, Thl NPHBBIK
OCMaTpHBaThb OKPECTHOCTb, MPeXAe 4eM BLIATH Ha cHAbdJeH,
HO Y HaC MOXXHO HWATH Ha mnoJie 6e3 onaceHHH.

Opex He co6Mpancsi HH MEHATb CBOH NMPHBLIYKH, HH Bbl-
caywnBaTh noyuerus JIbBHHOA ITacTH, HO Tak KaK HHKTO ero
OCOGEHHO He 3afHpaJj, He GbLIO CMbica MpenupaThbecs H3-
3a NycTAKOB. BOJIbIIMHCTBO KPOJIMKOB y2Ke HECJoCh Mo MoJio
K CTOfBLIEH BAAJH M3ropoiH, mecTpeBiuedl GesqbIMH H KeJl-
THIMH MATHAMHM POCIUHX PAAOM MOACHEXKHHKOB H JIOTHKOB.
YeunaB Hepnaneke Cepe6pucroro u Jloxmaua, Opex nanpa-
BHJICA K HHM, Ha XOAy, KaK KOIIKa, OTPSXHBas pocy c ne-
pedHHX Jam.

— Kak yxaxuBaloT 3a TOGOi TBOM HOBble APY3bs?
Hawu oueHb crapaworca! — ckasan Jloxmau.— Mul ¢ Ce-
pe6GpuCTbIM YyBCTBYeM ce6si Kak aoma. Moxer GbiTh, [lATbiit
oWHGCA U C HalleR CTapoit KOJIOHHEH He MPOH3OILJIO HHYEro
yXKaCHOTO, HO, MO YeCTH rOBOPS, 34eCb HaM XXHBETCA Jyulue,
uem goma. KctaTH, Thl HAellb KOPMHTbCA?

— A rne 3necb kopmutbe? — cnpocua Opex.

— Pa3Be onu Te6e He ckasaau? 34ech 3a noJem
¢aeiipa — osoun!

— geiipa? A pa3Be cefiuaC He C/AHLIKOM MO3LHO ANA
HajeTa Ha oropoa? — cnpocua Opex, B3rJISHYB Ha Kpbiluy
(epMbl, BHAHEBLIYIOCA BAAJEKe 32 NePEBbAMH.

— Jla HeT,— cKa3aJ OAHH M3 MECTHbIX KPOJIHKOB, YCJbl-
XaB MX pa3sroBop,— ¢eilpa npocTo JIEKHT Ha MoJsie Bo3je
TOro Mecta, riae HauMHaeTca pyued. MHoraa Mbl noenaem
ee Ha MecTe, HHOrJa YHOCHM ¢ co6oii! CerosHsi HyXHO He-
npeMeHHO rnepenecTH Jiepy B HOpY: Buepa BO BPeMsl CHJIb-
HOTO [0XKAA BCE CHIENH IOMAa H CbeJNH 3anachl KOJIOHHH.

Tyt Opex yBHAeJ, uTO no Jyry pa3GpocaHbl Kakue-TO
KPacHOBAaTble KyCKH. ¥ HEKOTOPbIX KYCKOB COXPaHHJach Aaxe
nepHCTas CBETJ/IO-3e/leHas JIHCTBA, OTYET/IHBO BHAHAA HA TeM-
HOH TpaBe. Kycku H3naBa/u peskuit npuATHLIA 3anax: HaBep-
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HOe, OHH GBbIIH TOJIbKO YTO Hape3aHbl. 3amax 3TOT HeoTpa-
3umo nputarupan Opexa — y Hero cpasy e MoTek/a CloHa.

INpockakas mumo, JIbBHHas Ilactb oGepuya k Opexy
CBOIO MOPAY, MO-TpeXXHeMy pacTAHYTYIO B HeecTeCTBEHHOH
yJIbi6Ke, HO, yBJeYeHHbIl AMBHBIM 3anaxoM, Opex Ha 3TOT
pa3 He 06paTHJ Ha Hero BHMMaHHSA. Ero Heynepxumo Biekao
K pa36pocaHHbIM o noJio kyckam. OH BbiGexKas Ha JyxKaiiky,
noHioXa/l H nonpo6oBaj OAMH M3 HHX. DTO Gblla MOPKOBb.
Opex 3HaJ BKYC Pa3/IHUHbIX OBOLLEH, HO TOJIbKO Pa3 B XKH3HH
eMy [OBeJOCb MNOJaKOMHTbCA MOPKOBbIO. DTO C/AYUYHJOCH,
KOTJla HeBJla/jleKe OT HX KOJIOHHHM JIOMOBasi Joliafb Mopsana
MEILOK C MOPKOBbIO, HaleTblif el Ha mopay.

Ha ay:aiike Jiexkana crapasi MOPKOBb, N0eI€HHas Mblllia-
MM H 33aCHXKEHHas MyXaMH, HO KPOJHKaM Ka3aJoch, 4TO
OHa yylecHo 6Gsaroyxaer; 3T0 GbLIO POCKOLIHOE GJI0RO, NpH
BHe KOToporo 3a6biBaeTcsi Bce Ha cBere. Opex rpbia Mop-
KOBb C OFPOMHBIM Hac/la){leHHeM, OLLYlasi ee HeXHBIil BKyC
H COYHOCTb, KAKMX HHKOTr1a He GbiBaeT y AMKHX DacCTeHHH.
OH cKakaJ no Jyxaiike, TO XBaTasi, To 6pocasi OQHH KyCOK
3a ApyruM, He 6pe3rys Takxe 3eJeHbIMH XBOCTHKaMH. HukTo
eMy He MeluaJ: NO-BHAMMOMY, ellbl XBaTa/lo Ha BceX. Bpemsi
OT BPeMEeHH OH NMOJHHMaJ TOJIOBY H NMPHHIOXHBAJICH, HO AdXe
3TH Mepbl NpPeJOCTOPOXKHOCTH NpeANnpHHUMA BAJIO.

«[lycTb TOABKO nOMPOGYIOT CIOAa CYHYTbCSl JIHIH,—
nogymaja OH,— A HX Bcex pasroHio! K Tomy xe # Tak
HaeJscsl, UTO MHe yxke He y6exkatb! Yrto 3a auBHOe Mecto!
HeynuBuTeNbHO, UTO 3TH KPOJIHKH BeJHYHHOK C 3aiiues
H MaxHyT, KaK MPHHLbI!»

— J#, oployek,— KPHKHYJ OH,— Haejalcs 10 oTBasa!
Mymaio, uto TeGe GoJblue He MPHAETCA APOXKATb OT CTpaxa
u ronoaa!

— UYepes Hemesio TaKOH J>KH3HH OH COBCEM OTYYHMTCA
ApoxaTb,— Mpo6opMoTas XOKOGHT C HaGHTBIM  pPTOM.—
§1 uynecHo ce6s uysctByio! Hy u o6en! Tenmepb s Bciomy
6e3 orasaku noiay 3a Opexom! A B Ty HOub, B Bepecke,
A coBceM notepan rososy. Hapneioch, Thl MeHSi M3BHHHILD,
Opex?

— Bce 3To naBHO 3a6biTo,— cka3zaa Opex.— Cnpoury-
Ka A JIbBHHYyI0 TlacTb, 4TO Ae/aTh H KaK TAlUHTb 3TY IUTYKY
B HODY.

JIbBunas TlacTb cuien y pyubs. OH TOJBKO HTO HaeJcs
W MBI MOpAY MepefHHMH JlanaMH. )

— A 47O, 34€Ch KaXAbli N€Hb GbiBAlOT OBOIUH? — CMpO-
cua Opex.— A rae?.— HayaJl OH H cpa3y OCTaHOBHJICH.
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«$1, KaXeTcs, HAUHHAIO MPHBLIKATh K 3J€LIHHM O6bIYAAM»,—
nofyMaJs OH NMpPH 3TOM.

— HHorna GuiBaloT oBowM, — OTBeTHA JIbBHHas
TMactb.— Tbl, HaBepHOe, 3aMeTHJI, YTO OHH CTapble, MPOLLIO-
rogune. Ckopee Bcero Buepa ¢ (epmbl YBO3WJIH OTGPOCHI.
OGbluHO clOfa CKAAALIBAIOT YTO MOMAJO: OBOLUH, 3e/eHb,
THUJIble SIGIOKH — KaK KOria.

— 3HauuT, efa s Bac — He npoGaema! MHe nymaercs,
B BalueH KOJOHHH JOJIKHO GbiTb BeJIHKOE MHOXeCTBO Kpo-
JHKOB!

— A Tbl cbiT? — nepe6un ero JlbBuhas Ilactb.— Ecau
CBIT, MOXeElUb NMOMPOGOBaTh NOHOCHTb Jefipy. DTH OBOLIHK
HOCHTb HeTpyaHo! Buenuch 3y6amu B MOpPKOBb, Tallu ee
B HOpPY H TaMm cknazbiBail! 51 Gepy o6bluHO NO ABe 3apa3s, HO
IS 3TOrO HaJA0 MONPaKTHKOBATbCA.

Opex naseko He cpa3y HayuyHJCs AepxaTb BO PTy MO ABe
MOpKoBH. EMy MpHXOAHJIOCL 4acTO K/aacTb HOWY Ha TpaBy
v nepenvixath. JIbBHHaa [Mactb ero noa6aapusas, Ho Opex
W caM TBEpNO PeIUHJ NOKas3aTb, Ha UYTO CMOCOGEH yMeJblit
M HaXONUMBbI BOXIb BHOBb NPHOBLIBWIMX KPOJNHKOB. Bce
€ro 1py3bsi paGoTaJ/ii He L1als CHJI H JeJaJH BCe, YTO MOTJIH,
XOTA A/l KPOJNHKOB MOMeHble, ocobeHHo ansi Topiiouka,
3Ta pa6oTa OKa3asacb OYeHb TPYIHOM.

— He yHbiBait! — ckasan emy Opex.— [loaymaii, kak
npUATHO GyzneT Bce 3T0 BeuepoM cbecTb! HasepHoe, ITaTomy
He Jsierue, yem TeGe!

— A passe oH 31ecb? 51 ero nasHo He Buaen! — ckasan
Topuouexk.

Opex BCHOMHMJ, YTO OH TOXe AaBHO He BHaes [latoro.
Cnerka 06ecnOKOEHHBIH, OH CKa3an:

— Haneioch, uyto ¢ TlaTbiM Huyero He cayuusocb! S,
noxaJyi, noitay nouuty ero! BoT To/IbKO OTHeCy 3Ty MOPKOBb!
A Tl He 3Haellb, Kyfa MOT MoAeBaTbcs Haw [IAThiA? —
cnpocua oH JIbBuHyio MacTb.

On He poxpaincs oreeta. JIbBuhas [lacTb 3aroBopuJ
COBCEM O [pYrom: :

— CMOTpH-Ka, rajikH ONATb NOAGHPAIOTCA K MOPKOBH!
OHH TOJIKYTCS 31eCb Y)K€ HeCKOJIbKO AHed moapsia!

— He nonumalo, kakoe OTHOLIeHHe 3TO HMmeeT K [lsiTo-
My? — pe3ko o6opsas ero Opex.

— Jlanno! §1 saiimych umH cam! — ckasan JIbBuHas
IMactb H Mockaka/ mpoub.

Opnako Opex 3aMeTHJ, YTO OH Ja)ke He MOLOLIeJ K rai-
KaM, a CXBaTH/ elle OAHYy MOPKOBKY M 3ampbirajn Hasap.
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Opex paccepauJ/ica He Ha WYTKy, 3a6pan Cmopoauny H Ony-
BaHUHKa, H BCce OHM MNOBepHY/H Hasad. Ilopoias K xoamy,
oHH cpa3sy xe yBuaead Ilatoro. ToT cHaen y onywkH poiuH,
NnOJ THCOM, HaMOJIOBHHY CKpBIThbIi HAaBHCIUHMH BETBSIMH.
IMos10xHB cBOIO MOPKOBKY, Opex B306paJicsi Ha OTKOC H NpH-
ceJ1 psifioM ¢ [TATEIM Ha 3eMJ1I0 NOA ryCTBIMH, CKJIOHSIIOLUMMHCSA
K 3emJe BeTBAMH. TIATHIi MO/MYan W MPHCTAJAbHO CMOTpeJ
Ha moJe.

— Pa3Be Tbl He Xouellb BbIYYHTbCA HOCHTb, [IATHIN? —
cnpocus Opex.— D70 He TaK TPYAHO, Ha 10 TOJNbKO OCBOHTHCA!

— $1 He cTaHy HOCHTb,— THXO cKasaa [lsaTbtii.— Bbl
ceiyac MOX0XKH Ha co6aK, HeCyLIMX NaJouku!

— Tl X0ouelllb MeHs Pa303/IMTb? YUTH, 1 BCe PABHO He CO-
Gupaioch 3/MTbcs! HasbiBait MeHs JIIOGHIMH - NMO30PHBIMH
KJAH4YKaMu!

— Ckopee 3T0 MHe Hafo GObl pPa303/HTbCAA, Ja S He
yMeio,— Bo3pa3ui [lateiit.— Kponukn He BepaT mHe! Cuu-
taiot, 4to 51 cnsituan! Ho Tel-To 3Haews, 4To 1 B cBoeM yme!

— 3Hauut, TeGe Bce elle He HPABHTCA 3Ta KOJNOHHUA?
MHe kaxcercs, Tol He npaB! Bce koraa-uu6yab owmbaioTcs!

— PasBe HacTofilMe KPOJNHKH CTAHYT TPYCHTb PbICLOM
N0 MOJIIO H HOCHTb MOPKOBb, KaK GeJKH Opexu?

— A paspe Mbl nmepectaHeM GblTb HaCTOALUHMH KpOJIH-
KaMH, ec/iH nepefiMeM Myapble MPHBbIUKH Gesok?

— 3HauHT, Thl CYUHTaellb, YTO 3TOT YeJOBEK MPHHOCHT
Clofia OBOILHM TOJBKO NMOTOMY, YTO Y Hero JaoGpoe cepaue?

— Her, on mpocto BbIBO3HT oT6pochl. Kposuku Bceraa
CBITHO KODMHJIHCh Y cBaJIoK! Pa3Be Mbl paHblue He eJiH cTapoi
penbl MJH 3alBeTilero casnara?

PacnnacraBuimiics Ha rojoii 3emse [latwlit kasascs
COBCEM KPOLUEYHBIM.

— 3psa A Hayaa ¢ To6OH CNOpHTb,— FPYCTHO cKa3aJ
oH.— Opex, 10poroii Moii, cTapHHa, fi YyBCTBYIO, KaK BOKpYT
co6upaeTcsi 4TO-To 3JoBeluee! S noka He MOHHMAIO, YTO ITO
TaKoe, H He MOTY HH4ero 06 bACHHTb. 3Haellb, HHOTa GbiBaeT,
YTO XOYETCH YKYCHTb KOPY y SIG/IOHH, a OHa OnyTaHa XeJje3-
HoM ceTKoil. Ecin s elle MOCHXY ONMH, MOXeT, fi M J0O-
AyMaiochb, B 4eM TYT jeJo!

— A noueMy 6bi TeGe He caeaatb no-moemy? [loews
OBOLLEH, @ 3aTeM CTynai B HOPY H OTOCMHCb. Y BHAHLIb, TeGe
cpa3sy cTaHer Jerue!

— §1 yxe roBopua Te6Ge, UTO He XOUy HMMeTb HHYero
obuiero ¢ 3THM MectoM,— cka3sas IlaTeiii.— He xouy uatu
B HX HOpY: TaM Kphilla H3 Kocteil!
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— He roBopu raynocreit, 310 KopHH ZepeBbeB! A Kak
e Thi MpocMaJ/ TaM LeJyio Houb?

— §1 Tam He cnaa.

— Kak He cnaa? A rae xe Tbl 6Gbla?

— $1 6bla1 31ech Belo Houb. Iloa THeoM xopotluee y6Gexuiue!

Opex Bcepbe3 o6ecriokoucsi. Ecan Tsithiit 6611 Tak Ha-
nyraH, YTo MPOBeJI BCIO HOYb NMOA JOXKJAEM H 3a6bl1 Jaxe Mpo
BO3MO>XHOCTb BCTPeUH ¢ GPOAAYHMH NHJSMH, TO €r0o Heslerko
6yneT pa3y6eauTb.

INocne ponroro mMoauanua Opex MpoH3Hec:

— 9§ Bce-Taku eme 3a To6oit 3aitny. TosbKo CMOTpH,
He ewb THca!

He poxpaswmce ot Ilatoro Hukakoro oteera, Opex
CHOBA HamnpaBHuJicsl Ha moje. [leHb Gbii UyAecHblit, H B TaKo#
JleHb KaK-TO He XOTeJoCb BEepPHTb B AyPHble MNpeadyBCTBHS.

Beuepom Opex otbickan Jloxmaya M yBeJ ero B poliy
nocoselatbes, 4To Aenatb ¢ IlateiM. CHauana o6a OHH
JIBHTAJIHCh € 6OMbLIOH OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO, HO BCKOPE OCMeJIeJIH.
[No-BuanMomMy, B pollly He 3ar/ifiibiBa/ii XKHBOTHble pa3MEpPOM
KpYIMHee MOJIeBbIX MbllLeH.

— 3mecb HHYEM He MaXHET M COBCEM HeT HMKAaKHX cie-
nos! — ormetun Jloxmau.— Ilo-Buaumomy, JlbBuHas Tlactb
He Bper! 3mecb He BOASITCA 3auau! A BOT B TOM Jecy, rie
A nepenyraJcs, cJeloB 6bio MHOXecTBo! Hy u capeiidua
s B TOT pas!

— $1 uyyBcrtBOBas ce6st He Jayuwe! — npusHaacs Opex.

— CMOTpH-Ka, OJIHaKo, YTO 3TO Takoe? — rnepeGHJ ero
Jloxmau. OH nokasas Ha KyCT KyMaHHKH, MOJ KOTODHIM
6bll  KpOJIMYMA XOA. DTOT XOA BeJ MNPSAMO H3 KOJIOHHH.
3eMJli0 MOA KYCTOM YCTHJIAJH MOKPBITbIE MJIECEHDBIO MPOLLJIO-
roaxHe auctba. OfHaKo TaM, KyJa yKasbiBaa Jloxmay, cIOBHO
TOJILKO UTO NpoHeccs yparad. ['Husible JIHCTbS BbHIGPOCHJIO
HaBepX, 6yATO B3PLIBHOH BOJIHOM, H OHH BHCEJH Ha KyCTaXx.
Ha cBexeit JHCTBe KpacHeJH KpyrJbie mjockHe Kamiu. Mx
GbiJIO MHOXECTBO BO3Jle B3PBITOH 3eMJH Yy CaMoro Kycra
KyMaHHKH, TJle KaKasi-TO HeBeJOMas CHJ1a COpBaja BCIO
TPaBy H Nponaxajia noysy riyGoOKHMH pbiTBHHaMH. B uentpe
B3PbIXJIEHHOTO y4acTKa HaXOAWJachb Kpyrjas Ablpa LIHPHHOMN
He GoJiee MOPKOBH, KOTOPYIO OHH CErOfHs TacKaji B HOpY.

O6a Kpo/iHKa TLIaTebHO OGHIOXaJH H OCMOTPEJH B3phi-
TYIO 3eMJIO.

— Kak crtpaHHO, uTO 3Jech HeT YYXHX 3anaxoB! —
3amertus Jloxmau.

— Jla, naxHeT TOJIbKO KPOJHKaMH, HO 3TOT 3amax 3hech
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cTouT nosciony! Kpome Toro, maxHeT uesoBeKOM, HO H 3TO
3/eCb MOBCIOAY, H, MOXET GObiTb, 4eJOBEK TYT HM MPH ueM.
XoTsi BOT JeXHT Genas nanouka! OaHako ckopee BCero He
JIOJH MepepbliH MOA KycTOM Bcio 3emuo! — ckasan Opex.

— A MoxeT O6biTh, 3TO CleJajH HAaWH INCHXOBAaHHbIE
KPOJIHKH? MoXeT GbiTb, OHH 31€Cb YCTPaHBalOT XOPOBOMIbI
npH JyHHOM cBete! — npeanonoxu. Jloxmau.

— 51 He ymuBJIOCH, €CJH 3TO OKaXKeTcs Tak! — cKa3an
Opex.— Cnpocum 06 3tom siBneHuu JIbBuHyio [Mactb!

— Hy yx Het! Tak oH Te6e u otBetut! Benomuu: MHoro
JH OH paccKkasasn TeGe B OTBET Ha TBOH BOMPOCHI? — Ha-
CMELIHBO cnpochs Jloxmay.

— UYecTHo cKasaTh, He cauiiKom MHoro! JIbBuHas [Macts
1 3eMJIAHHKA He OTBEYalOT Ha BOMPOCHI «TFAe?» H «KyAar».
MoxeTt 6biTb, OHH Hac GosiTcsi? [opiuodyek nonasi B camylo
TOUKY, CKa3aB, YTO OHH He MOXOXH Ha XpaOpbiX BOsiK! —
cka3an Opex.

— Cnyctumca-Ka giydwe B Hopy. MoxeT G6biTb, Mbl
cyMeeM 3acCTaBHTb HX pa3roBopHTbcsi! — ckasdan Jloxmau.

— Toponutbcsi ¢ 3THM He HyxHo! OnpHako 3aGepem
¢ co6oit ITstoro. OH H Tak BCIO HOYb MPOCKHAEN Ha HOXae! —
ckasan Opex.

IaTeiit no-npexcHemy cuzen mnox tucom. IlocnenoBana
nOBOJbHO GypHasi cueHa, BO BpeMsi Kotopoit Jloxmau He
cliepaKaJicsi H MPOSABUJ HEKOTOPYIO rpy6oCTb. B KoHle KOHLOB
Opex ¢ Jloxmayom cuJoit 3actaBuiu [lsToro cnyctutbest
B GOJIbIIYIO HOPY.

Mocne yXKHHA HUKTO He OGHAPYXHJ XKeJNaHHS TMOKHHYTb
o6uiyio 3a1y. K Beuepy Bce KPOJIHKH, KaK OGbIYHO, OXKHBHJIHCD
H CTanu co6HpaTbCsl GOJIbIUIHMH TPyNnaMH.

Opex 3aMeTHJs, YTO KPOJHKH €ro OTPSNa yXKe MOADPYKH-
JIHCb C MECTHbIMH JXKHTENIMH. 3aMeTHO G6bLIO TaKXke, UTO
OGHTaTe i KOJIOHHH OGXOLMJIHCb C HHM CaMHM BecbMa yBa-
XKHTEJbHO, CYHTas ero, NO-BHAHMOMY, TJaBapeM BHOBb
npu6biBwux. Tyt k Opexy nomowen JibBuuas IMactsb.

— Hammu KposHKH He mpoub MOCAYWATh CKa3Ky,—
cka3aa oH.— CHayana Ham XoTesoch Gbl MOCAYIIATh BalUHX
PacCcKa3uHKoB!

Opex mnocoBeToBajicAs C JApPy3bsiMH O TeMe Gynyuiero
pacckasa, u uepe3 MHHYTY CMopoaHHa OGBABHI:

— Mbubi nonpocum Opexa paccKasaTb O HalUHX MPHKJIO-
YeHHsIX MO MyTH cloJa H O TOM, KaK HaM MOBE3Jo, YTO Mbl
C BaMH MOBCTPEYaJIHCh.

B oTBeT HACTynmu/o HesoBKOe MoJuanHe. CablLIHO GblIO
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JIMLWBb TONOTaHHE W MepeluenTbiBaHue xo3sieB. CKOH]Y HeHHbIH
CmoponuHa nosepHyJscs kK Opexy u Jloxmauy.

— B uem pmeno? — cnpocun oH wenotom.— Haneroch,
B 3TOM HET HHYEro HernpHJIHYHOro?

— Tonoxan,— wenotoM oTseyan emy Opex.— [lycts
OHH CKa’)KyT, YTO HM He MOHPABHJOCH! Y HHX 3]eCb CBOH
o6bluan!

OpnHako MoJyaHHe He MpepbiBafoch. UyKue KPONHKH
SIBHO He XOTeJH OGDBACHHTb, YTO HM OKa3asloChb He MO BKycCy.

CMOpOZMHA HaKOHel MPOH3Hec:

— Tlo 3pesom paccyxpenus Opex peiuus, yTo y Hac
ecTb BeJIHKOJIeMHBIH paccka3unk — OnyBaHyuK. 3T0, mo-
BHAHMOMY, MoileT,— wwenHya oH Opexy.

— A KaKylio CKa3Ky paccKasbiBaTh? — ocBeaomuics Ony-
BaHuMK. Opex BCMOMHHJI NPO KaMHH B KOJIOJE3HOH IuaxTe.

— PacckaXku CKa3Ky O KOPOJIeBCKOM caJjiaTe,— CKasaJl
oH.— OHH KaK GYITO ee BBLICOKO LEHSAT.

OpyBaHUMK Hauaj pacckas C TOH 2Ke TOTOBHOCTBIO, YTO
H paHee B Jecy: ’

— PacckasbiBaloT, 4To 6blJI0 BpeMs, Koraa dJb-dxpeiipe
W ero Hapoly H3MeHHJO cyacTbe. OHH OBUIH M3rHAaHBl H3
poaHbix MecT B GoJsota Kesnbdasuha. 5 Tam He 6biBaJji, HO
rOBOPAT, YTO B Te BpeMeHa 3TO 6blIO caMoe ru6Jjoe MecTo
Ha cBete. TaM NpPHXOAMJIOCH €CTb TOJIbKO GOJIOTHYIO TpaBy
M TOPbKHH CHTHHK, @ HOPbI, BbIpbITbie B CBIPOil 3eMmJe, cpa3y
XKe 3asMBaja Boaa. Ppuc-cosHue Gbll B OTbe3Ze, H BMECTO
Hero npuHU Palyra cTaJ rocrnoJWHOM Hajl XOJMaMH, pPaBHH-
HaMH H caMHMH HeGecaMH. OH 3anpeTHJ KPOJIHKaM MOKHAATh
3Ty MPOKMATYIO CTPaHy.

Ounnaxabl Db-Ixpefipa 06paTHICH K MPHHLY € NPOCbEOi:
«[TpuHL, MOH HapoA CTPajaeT OT roJOAa M XOJ0Aa, H M3-3a
3/ewHell CHIPOCTH Mbl JaXKe He HMeeM Hop. ITuwa 3nech
TaKasi CKBepPHas, 4TO C HaCTYMJIEHHEM HEeMorofbl BCe MOH MoA-
naHHble 3a6oneioT. OTnycTH Hac orcioaal!» — «ab-Ixpeit-
pa,— otBedyan npuHu.— Tbl npHoGpen nevaJbHYI0 H3BECT-
HOCTb KaK OTDbABJEHHbI BOp H o6MaHWHK. Bbl He Bbiiigere
M3 6OJIOT A0 TeX NOp, MOKa He MCMpaBHTECh W He HauHeTe
BECTH YECTHYIO XKH3Hb!» — «3HauuT, Mbl 31€Cb OCTaHeMcs
HaBceraa! — BOCKJAHKHYM DJb-Dxpeiipa.— Y MeHsi He XBaTa-
€T AyXy NpHKa3aTb MOMM NOANAHHBIM, YTOG OHU NepecTasH
KHTb CBOHM yMOM H XHTpocTbio! — OH HeMHOro moaymas.—
A ecnu s ykpajgy cajaT H3 oropoaa Kopoas Jlapauna, Thl
BBIMYCTHIUb HAac U3 GOJMOT?» — CMPOCHJ OH MPHHLA.

A Hajlo BaM cKa3aTb, YTO Koposb [lap3HH npaBui B TO
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BpeMsl CaMbiM GOraThiM FOPOLOM, B KAKOM KOTAA-JIM6O KHJIM
KMBOTHbIe. Y Hero GbIH CBHDENble BOMHBI, a OFOPOX, OKpY-
JKEHHBbIH PBOM, €XKeyacCHO CTeperJa ThiCsiua COJAAT.

IMosToMy B OTBET Ha mpejsioxeHHe DJb-DXpelphl NPHHL
BeceJo paccmessicA H cKasaa: «Ecan Te6e 310 ymacres,
5 MOBCIOAY YMHOXY TBOH POJ, TaK YTO HUKTO OTHbIHE M JO
BeKa He cymeeT yGepeub OT Bac CcBOM oropoin. Tosbko
A yBepeH, YTO CJAY4YHTCA HHOe: Te6si yGbIOT YacoBble H MHP
H36aBHTCA OT CaMOro JIOBKOTO Herojsii M Macrepa 3aroBa-
puBaTh 3yG6hi!»

Hx pasrosop nopcaywas fioHa — oH coGHpaJl NOGAH30CTH
YAHTOK M CJH3HsiKOB. FloHa noGexan K Kopoao Jlapauuy
H mepejan Bce eMy.

Koposie nmpu3Bai K ce6e HayaJbHHKA CTPa){H H yKasaJa
Ha rpsaaku c canatom: «Ceifuac Mo#i cajnaT oT mepBoro o
NOCJIeHETO JIUCTOYKA B LEJOCTH H COXpaHHOCTH. IIpHKaxku
yaBoHTb cTpaxKy! Hu ofMH NyyoK cajaTa He JO/DKEH MpoO-
nactb!»

Houblo Dab-Oxpeiipa npo6pascs KO ABOPLY B COMPOBOXK-
IeHHH HauaJbHHKa Aycisl, npenansoro PaGekertaa. 3aces
B KyCTax, OHH Ha6siofajH, KaK CTpa)ka HeceT JO30p BOKpYr
oropoaa, M YGeAMJHCb, YTO A06paThcsl A0 caJjaTa — He-
JIerkoe JieJio.

Beuepom mnpuHu Paayra exuaHo ocBenoMuics Y Diib-
dxpeiipni: «Tak rae xe TBo# canat, o Kussp C Teicaubio
Bparos?»

Anb-Axpeiipa OTBTH: «51 NpHKa3aJ JOCTAaBHTb €ro B Ha-
wH 6osota. Ero Tak MHOro, yto HaM ero He JOHECTH».

Boane nBopua kopoasi Gbisl GOMIbILOH cajl, KyAa ero XeHbl
H XeHbl €ro NPHABOPHHIX NMPHBOAHJIH HIrpaTh CBOMX JeTei.
Tak Kak B cafly Heyero GblJIO YKPacTb H HEKOTO JIOBHTb, TO
caj He OXPaHSJIH.

Korpa B canm npuwan aetd, PaGekertsn mpoGpasica 3a
orpajy H NPHCOENHHHJCA K HMM. [leTell GblIO MHOXECTBO,
TaK YTO MaTepH H HAHbKH He 3aMeTHJH, uTo PaGckerra,
pa3MepaMH H BHJOM MNOXOXXHH Ha HX JeTeH, mpHiues Ge3
HAHbKH. KaXas aymasna npo Hero, YTo OH — ChiH COCEAKH.
A P36ckeTTa 6bl1 MacTep Ha BCSIKHE HIPHl, (POKYCH H mpo-
OeNKH, M OH KpPenko MOAPYXKHJCA C AETbMH KOPOJEBCKHX
MOAAHHBIX H HIpaJl C HUMH BO BCe HTPH, GYATO OH H B CaMOM
zaene GbiJl MaJIbILIOM.

Korna nereft noenn aomoi, P3GekeTTa cMewancsi ¢ Mx
TONMO# W Npo6pajcA C HHMH BO jABopel. TaM OH CKphblics,
CNpsATaBLIMCh B TEMHOH HOpe, Fle H BBICHAEN LEJbIA JAeHb.
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Houblo P36ckeTtan 3ajles Ha KOPOJIeBCKHH CKiad, rae
XPaHUJIHCb 3aNachi MPOBH3HH AJIS1 KOPOJIS M €ro NPHABOPHBIX.
3nech JexanH TpaBa, (pPyKThl, OBOLIH, OPeXH H SATOAbI.
(A Hago BaM cKa3aTb, YTO B Teé BpeMeHa y KOPOJEBCKHX
NOlaHHbIX GBlJI IOCTYN B Jieca H noJsi Beero ceta.) Yacosbix
y CKJajga He 6bl10, Tak YTO, AOCHITa HaeBullMcb, P36ckeTTn
Ge3 MOMeXH 3araJuj H OTPaBHJ BCIO MHIULY, KOTOPYiO He
ycnes cbecTb.

BeuepoMm Kopo/ib NpHKasas MONaTh Ha YXHH HECKOJBKO
nyukoB canata. OfHako Ha C/leRylOLIHi JIeHb KOPOJIb H ero
npHGAHIKEHHbIe, NOJIAKOMHBILHECS CaJaTOM, TAXEJNO 3aXBO-
paJsn: y Bcex pasGosieqHch KHBOTH. CTpajaHusi MX He mpe-
KPaTHJIHCh H Ha cieayloluii aeHb. Tyt Dab-dxpeiipa nepe-
oJleJIc TaK, YTOGH ero Hesib3si Guio y3HaTe. OH o6pe3ad
cBofl GeJsbiii XBOCT, P36CKeTT/ BHIILHIAN eMy LEPCTh NOKOpPO-
ye, NOKPacHJ €ro 4YepHHKOH H 3a/finaj KOMBSIMH TpSi3H.
Hapnes Ha ro/ioBy BEHKH H3 XM/l H ONMYTaBLIHCh BBIOHKO-
BLIMH TJIeTAMH, Dib-Dxpefipa NPHUENHJ K CBOeH LIKype
pellbH 4epTONoJIOXa H YyHAeCHHIM 06Gpa3oM H3MeHHJ CBOH
3anax. )

dab-dxpefipa mpHKasan PabckeTTay cnefoBaTh 3a HHM
B OTAAJEHHH W OTNpaBHJCA B KoposeBckuii apopeu. OH
SIBUJICA K HayaJIbHHKY CTPaxkH. «§1 Jiekapb,— 3asiBUJI OH.—
Mens nocnan npuHn Pagyra! OH ysHaJ, 4To KopoJb GoJeH.
Benn MeHsi K ero BeJHYeCTBY HeMelJs, H6O si He NpPHBBIK
KAaThl» — «A TH He Bpellb?» — OCBEJOMHJCS HayaJbHHK
crpaxu. «Ax, Tak! JlagHo! — ckasan Sub-xpeitpa.— YK
He TaK-TO MeHs BOJIHYIOT CTPaJaHHSi Balllero NMpe3peHHOro
kopoJisi! Tlpowmaii, Ho s mosoxy mpunuy Paayre o ToM, uto
B KOPOJIEBCKO# CTpaXke ciryxat GoJBaHH, KOTophie o6palua-
JIHCb CO MHOM MNO-XaMCKH, KaK H Nono6aeT cBOpe JepeBeH-
CKHX OJIyXOB, 3a€[eHHBIX GJIOXaMH».

H Dab-Oxpefipa cpenan BHA, YTO OH coGHpaeTcs YHTH.
Hcnyrannnift HayaJbHHK CTPaXH CTaJl MPOCHTb Y HEro mpo-
weHus. Dab-Dxpedipa Aan ce6s YyroBopHTb H Gbln mpempo-
BOXJIEH B KOPOJIEBCKYIO ONOUYHBAJIBHIO.

CTpajaHHSi TNpPHTYNHJIH MOJO3PHTEJLHOCTb €ro BejHye-
CTBAa, H OH NOKOPHO JaJ OCMOTPeTb ce6si. Dib-dxpeiipa
JIOJITO ¥ BHHMATeJIbHO H3y4aJs YIIH KOpoJisi, ero 3y6ul, macrb,
TIOMET H TOJIbKO NOJ KOHell CIPOCHJI, YeM KOpOJb MHTaeTCA.
OcMOTpEB KOpPOJIEBCKHE OropoA M ckaaj, dib-dxpefipa Bep-
HYJICL C O4YeHb MPauHbHIM BHJAOM H 3asBHJ: «Beaukuh rocy-
naapb! Bel 3aGosenu, mokywas TOT caMulii cajaT, KOTOpPBIA
BH H3BOJIHTE TaK BBICOKO leHHTb».— «Ho 310 — caznat 3
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OTJ/IHYHBIX CEMSIH, H €ro OXPaHAJM NeHb H HOYb!» — BCKDH-
yaa Koposb. «CanaT nopakeH OMacHbIM BHPYCOM, @ HMEHHO
CMePTOHOCHBIM BLUHBOKOKKOM,— CKa3aJ D.b-dxpefipa.— Cei
BHPYC BblAe/sIeT JIMJIOBbI ABBaro, 3peloLuuii B cepo-3e/ieHbIX
necax Oxu-Tloku. TTpaBHIBHOCTD MOEro AHArHO3a HETPYIHO
npoBepnTb! — npuGaBua  dab-dxpefipa.— lNpusectu ciona
nepBoro BCTPEYHOro!» — MPHKa3ajl OH YacOBbIM.

Yepes MHHYTY YacoBble BepPHY/HCb, Talla 3a co6oit P36-
ckertaa. Ero nofiMaiu y cambix BOpOT ABOpUA.

«A, 310 Kpoauk! — cka3aa duab-dxpeiipa.— Tem syuue!
Ipe3perHoe cosnanue! Cionaii HeMelJ€HHO BeCh 3TOT canar,
Heroasm!»

INpornoTtus canat, P36ckeTTa cran MeTaThCsl H CTOHATh;
3aTeM, BbIKaTHB Ha JI06 IJa3a, OH 3aGHJICSI B KOHBYJbCHSX
H cTaJ rpoiaTh noJosuubl. Ha ry6ax y Hero BbiCTynuja
neHa.

«Buaumo, oH cpasy 3apasmica! — ckasdan dab-dxpeil-
pa.— Boslesnb npoTekaeT y KPOJIMKOB B CaMOi TsXKesoM
¢dopme. Tlopanyemcs e, uTO Ballle BeJHYECTBO H36exanu
nogo6GHoit ywactH. KcraTH, 3TOT HEroasiii coc/yuJa CBOIO
cnyx6y, BulKHHbTe ero BoH! SI 6nl TakKe nocoBeToBas €ro
BeJIHUeCTBY,— Npu6aBua  b-DxXpeiipa,— BHIIOJOTH Bech
cajlaT, HHaue OH MOXKeT NPHHECTH CeMeHa M TakuM o6pa3oM
aTh AajibHefillee pacnpocTpaHeHHe HHbEKLHH».

Cay4niioch TaK, YTO B 3TOT MOMEHT BGeXaJs HayaJlbHHK
CTpaXkH, Belis 3a co6oi exa — HOHY.

«Bame BeqnyecTBO! — BCKpHYaJd OH.— DTO CO3AaHHe
nonseT u3 Kesbdasunckux 6osor. FloHa rOBOPHT, 4TO HApOL
Dsib-Dxpeipbl FOTOBHTCA K BoilHe. KposmkH XOTAT Hanmactb
Ha Oropoi M BBIKPacTb KOpoJieBCKHil cazaT. IIpukaxer Ju
Baille BeJHYeCTBO COJIAAaTaM CTPOMTHCS H Pa3orHaTh HX?» —
«3re-re! — cKa3aJ Koposib.— MHe npuiia B rooBy npojeJ-
Ka, KoTopasi MHe Kyjaa GoJee no BKycy! 3HauuT, 3TOT
cajaT OYeHb omaceH AJsi KpoankoB? UynecHo, uynecHo! Mei
JafMM HM CTOJIbKO CaJjlaTa, CKOJIbKO HMX Ayuie yroaHo! Ilpu-
KaXH co06paTh ThICAUY NMy4yKOB cajiaTa H CTPY3HTb HX B 60Ji0-
Tax Kesbdasuna,— ckaszas oH HauyaJbHHKY cTpaxu.— Xa,
xa, xa! §1 y>e NouTH MonpaBHJICA OT ORHOH MBICAH 06 3TOM
npopeske!» — «Ax, ax! Kakas »ecrokasi XMTpPOCTh! — cka-
3an dab-dxpefipa.— Buaumo, Bl B camoM fese Mompasis-
etecb. Her, Het, He Hamo BosHarpaxaenusi! Bo gsopue Her
HHYEro, YTO UEHHJOChb OBl y Hac, 3a 30J0THIMH peKaMH
dpucar.

OTK/aHABIUKCh, DJib-DXpeiipa NMOKHHYJ ABOpeL,.
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Beuepom Hal GOJIOTOM TNOKa3ajcsi TNOKPACHEBUIHA OT
rieBa npuHu Panyra.

«Cxaxu, dab-Ixpeiipa, OKOJIOBAJH MEHs, YTO JH?» —
cnpocHa OH. «BrosHe Bo3MOXHO,— oTBeuan ToT.— Kosap-
Hbllf H CMEPTOHOCHBIfi BILIHBOKOKK GBICTPO pacmpocTpaHsieTcs
u3 neca Oku-TTokH...» — «3Haelub JiH Thl, YTO ThICIYA MyYKOB
cajnata CrpyxeHa B KyuH y G6oJoT?» — «5I 2Ke ToBOpHJ
TeGe, 4TO MPHKa3aJ MX ciofa jgoctaButh! Heyxenn Th ay-
Maelllb, YTO MOA C/1a6bifi H HCTOLUEHHBIH HapOJ B COCTOSIHHH
NpUTAalHTL ClOAA TaKylo ropy canara? Cefiuac MOH nox-
JaHHble HAYHYT MOMPABJAATLCA, NMOTOMY YTO i NPOMHILY HM
canaTHylo auety. CMelo cKas3aTbh, fi CTaJ Tenepb BeJHKHM
uesnHTeNIEM! »

Tyt npunu Pagyra nomss, uto dab-dxpeitpa caepxan
CBOE CJIOBO H 3aXBaTHJ CajlaT KOPOJIfi H Temepb eMy TOXe
NpHAETCS BHIMOJNHHTL CBoe oGellanne. M BOT OH BhIMyCTHA
KposikoB u3 KeabdasuHCKHX 6OJIOT, H OHH Pa3MHOXHJHCh
H pacnpocTpaHuJHCh no BceMmy cBery. C Toro camoro aHs
HHKaKasl CHJIa Ha 3eMJle He OTBAJHT KPOJIHKOB OT OrOpPOJOB,
noToMy 4to caM Dib-Dxpefipa NOCTOAHHO INOACKa3biBaeT
HM, KaK YyYHHHTb THICAIYYy CaMbIX JIyYlIHX Ha CBeTe XHTPHIX
npoKas.

— BpaBo! — BocknukHysa Opex, koraa OnyBaHUHK OKOH-
YHJI CBOH pacckas.

— OpnyBaHYHK YyJecHO pacckasbiBaeT,— cka3an CepeG-
pucThii.— Koraa ero nocaywaeib, Ha cepAue CTaHOBHTCH
Jerye!

— Hy, Tenepb y HHX YBIHYT YIUH W OHH COBCEM CKOH-
¢yasrcs,— npowentaa Jloxmau.— IlycTb-ka oOHH Haﬁny‘r
TaKOro e pacckasuukal!

Bce Hatum KposHKH GblIK yBepeHH, 4To ONyBaHUHK OTJIHY-
HO paccKa3aJl CBOIO CKa3Ky H TeM CaMbiM J0Ka3ajl yyXaKaM,
YTO MX HOBbe 3HaKOMBle He NpPOCTO Kyuyka G6e3poAHbiX
6ponsr! Hu oaun pasyMmHblfi KPOJIHK He MOT He BOCXHTHTbCA
nojoGHEIM yMeHHeM BecTH paccka3! Hawm Kposuku oxunanu
BHIPa)XKEHHsI BOCXHLIEHHs, HO BCKOpe C yIHBJIEHHEM YGenlu-
JIHCb, YTO XO35leBa FIBHO He Pa3fe/IsiOT HX BOCTOpra.

— Ouenp MuJ0,— npomamana JlbBuHaa [Mactb. Kasa-
JIoCb, OH BHIGHPaeT CJIOBa, YTOOHI ellle YTO-TO MPHOABHTb,
HO 3aTeM OH NMPOCTO MOBTOPHJ:— OueHb MHJIO, OYEHb OPHIH-
HaJIbHbIR pacckas!

— Ho Beap 3toT pacckas momkeH GHITh €My OTJIHYHO
3HakoM! — mpowentaa CmopoauHa Ha yxo Opexy.

— He BmewmnBaiics, Jloxmau,— npowenran Opex, BHAs,
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yto JIoxmau rHeBHO cXaJ sanbl.— Hacuabko Mua He Gy-
pewb! TlocMOTpHM, uTO OHM camu yMmeloT.— Beayx ke on
cka3aJ:— CMeHS/IOCh He OJHO MOKOJIEHHe, @ HallH PacCKashl
He MEHSJIHCb, KaK He H3MEeHHJHCb H MBl caMH. Mbi KuBeM
TOH JKe )KM3HbIO, YTO HAlUX POAHTENH M POJHTEJH HALUHX
‘ponuTenefi. Y Bac 31echb COBEpLIEHHO APYrue ycjaoBHs. Mol
3TO MOHHMaeM H CYHTaeM Balll HOBble HWAeH H Bauw o6pas
JKH3HH BecbMa HHTepecHbIM. JIIOGOMBITHO, O YeM e Bl
paccka3biBaeTe CKa3KH?

— Mu  He pacckasbiBaeM CTapblX CKa30K,— CKa3aJ
JibBuHast IlacTb.— MH couHHsieM CTHXH O Hawe#i HOBO#H
KH3HH, 0 coBpeMeHHocTH. Cefiuac MHOroe ycrapesao H dib-
Dxpefipa yTpaTHJ/ /Il HaC CBOe 3HaYeHHe.

— Dduab-Ixpefipa Gbil MAacTepoM CMeJbIX MPOAENOK,—
BMewascst KpymwnHa,— a KpoauKaM Bceraa OyAyT HYMHbI
MyKecTBO H yM!

— 3710 He Tak! — nocablliaics HE3HaKOMBIH  roJioc
€ Apyroro KoHua 3aJibl.— KpoJHKaM Hy»Hbl KPOTOCTb H yMe-
HHE MPHMHPHTBLCA € COGCTBEHHOH yuyacTbio!

— 1o lycuHas Jlanka, Hall U3BECTHBIA MO3T,— MOSICHUI
JibBuHas Ilacte.— Ero nieu ouenb nomyasipunl. He xotute
JIM ero nocayuarh?

— Xotum! XOoTHM! — noc/bllIaNoOCh €O BCEX CTOPOH.—
Nasaiite I'ycunyio Jlanky!

— Opex,— BHe3anHo cKa3aa IlaTelit.— 51 xouy nosyuuse
paccMoTpeThb 3Toro I'ycunyio Jlanky, Ho MHe CTPALIHO K HeMY
NpHOAH3HTBCS.

— Yro Th, [MaTeii! Yero Tyt GosTbea!

— Tlomorn mue ®Ppuc! — npoxa, orseuan IlaTblit.—
$1 uyBCTBYIO €ro 3amax — OH MPHBOAMT MeHs B yxac!

— He rosopu raynocreii! OH naxHeT He XyXe BCex
apyrux!

— Hert, oH maxHeT cTapbiM fuMeHeM, OCTaBJEHHBIM J10-
FHUBaTb B MOJIe, HJIH PaHeHbIM KPOTOM, KOTOpbIi He MOXeT
crnpsATaTbcs B HOPY!

— Tlo MHe, TaK OH MaxHeT KPYIMHbIM, XKHPHBIM KPOJIHKOM
C XKHBOTOM, HaGHTbIM MopkoBkoi! Ho A cornacen mopoiitu
K HeMy no6suxe!

Korna onn npo6paJjnch uepe3 Toamy Ha ApYro# KoHel
3asbl, Opex ¢ yauBjeHHeMm yBHAes, uTo Iychnas Jlanka
BCEro-HaBcero 3eJieHbifl I0Hel. B HX cTapofl KOJIOHHH KPOJMHKY
TaKoro BO3pacTa He pa3pellanv nyGJHYHO paccKa3blBaTh
HcTopuH. Takne MaJsiblLIM HMeJIH NPaBO pa3BjekaTh JHLIb
MaJIeHbKYI0 KOMMAaHHIO GJIH3KHX ApY3ei.
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Y TycuHoit Jlanku O6bl OTYUAsiHHBIH M OMKMH B3rJAg,
a ero ywu GecnpepeiBHO mojaparuBaju. Bce Bpemsi mpucay-
WIHBAACh K UeMy-TO, OH YMOPHO NOBOpauHBaJ TOJIOBY
Has3af, KO BXOAy B TyHHeab. OJHAKO ero roJoc nosoH Gbla
CTPaHHOTO, 3aXBaTHIBAIOLIErO O4apPOBAHHSA, OH GblJ NMOX0OXK Ha
rosoc BeTpa H Ha ILIACKY CBeTa Ha JyXKailke, TaK 4To Bce
APHCYTCTBYIOLLHE, CTapasich YJIOBHTb PHTM €ro CTHXOB, BHH-
MaJiH eMy, 3aTaHB AblXaHHe.

Pyuefi GexuT, cTpeMHTCS MO MecKy,

ITo BepoHuKe, JIOTHKaM, N0 Beei
Tony6u3He M 30J0Ty BeCHbI.

— Kyna 6exumb Th, peuka? — JaJeko!
3a noJse Bepecka, CKOJb3HTb BCIO HOUb!
— Bo3sbmu MeHs ¢ co6oil, pyueii, mycTb 3Be3abl
Hawm cetsiT! PanoctHo st moGery ¢ BOJHOM
H crany Kpoank ¥ Pyusss Y Boan!
Bosna, BOJIHA 3eJieHasi, Kak moJe,

W xposuk.—

Yk oceHb. JIHCTbA C JepeBa JETAT,
JKesTest u KpacHesi, MO KaHaBaM

OnH wypuwar, KaTATCA BAOJb 3a6OPOB.
— Kyana nerute, anctba? — Jlaneko!
Yiigem Mbl B 3eMJII0 C GyPHBIMH HOXAsiMH!
— Bo3bmuTe H MeHsi ¢ c060I0, JIHCTbA,

B Baw mpaunhii myTh,

U BMecTe ¢ BaMu cTaHy

1 — Kpoauk Cpenu Jlucrbes M 3eman!
3emas, 3emas, ray6okas Moruaa —

W kposuk.

Buzauo 6bLJI0, YTO 3TH CTHXH NPOH3BeJIH riy6oKoe Breyart-
sienne Ha [lsaToro. B 10 e BpeMmsi OH, Ka3a/10Ch, HCIIBITHIBAJ
HeoObluaiiHblii yxac. To corsamasicb C KaXXAbIM CJOBOM
n03Ta, TO COAPOrasAch OT CTPaxa, OH GblJ OXBaueH HCKPEHHHM
pocroprom. OnHako kKorpa IycuHas Jlanka KOHYHJ AeKJa-
MHpoBaTh, [1AThHIl, clenaB OTUasiHHOE YCHJIHe, IIpHLIeJ B ce6s.
OckasiuB 3y6bl, OH 06G/H3biBascsA, Kak CMOpOJHHa, yBHIEB-
WHA pa3faBeHHOro exa.

Bhesanno [laThit pe3ko MOACKOUWJ H CTaJj, OTYAsHHO
ToJIKasich, npoGuBaTh ce6Ge nopory K Beixody. He o6Gpamtas
HH Ha KOro HH MaJefiliero BHHMaHHsI, OH PacToJIKaJ LeJyio
TOJINYy KPOJIHKOB, KOTOpble CEPAHTO Ha HEero Orpbi3aJHCh.
Haxkowreu IMaTbiit cnacosas nepej AByMs TsXKeJbIMH CaMLaMU
H ocraHoBuicsi. TyT OH 3a6H/iCA B HCTepPHKe, 3aKOJOTHJ
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MepefHHMH M 3aTonaj 3ajHHMH Jsanamu, Tak uro Opex,
C/Ie[l0BaBIUKI 32 HHM MO NATaM, ¢ GO/MbLIMM TPYIOM Npen-
OTBPAaTH/ HaYHHABLIYIOCA GbLIO ApPaKy.

— Moit 6paT ToXe B HEKOTOPOM POJe NO3T,— OGBACHH
Opex B3bepOIUHBIUMMCS KposiKaM.— [loatomy nossusi npo-
H3BOJHT Ha Hero Ype3BbIYaiHO CHJbHOE BleyaT/eHHe.

OnHH H3 KPOJIMKOB He MPOTeCTOBaJ, HO APYroil BO3pasuJ
Opexy:

— A, ewe oauH no3t! B Takom ciyuae nocayuiaem
H ero! DTo GyneT KOMIeHCalHel 3a TO, YTO OH BbIpBaJ H3
Moero npeanseubs G0JbILOH KJIOK LIEPCTH.

Tem Bpemenem IlaAThlit o6owen UX H pBaJCcA K BBIXOAY.
TpunaraBiunii Bce ycHaHA K TOMY, 4TOGBI MOAPYKHTbCHA
c Xxo3sieBaMH KoJIoHHH, Opex cuabHO paccepauscsi Ha [ls-
TOro, TaK 4To, MPOXOAA MHMO JIoxMaua, IIenHy.s:

— HpaeM, noyuum ero ymy-pasymy.

Opex cyntan, yto Ilsathiil BrosHe 3acayxua ot Jloxmaua
Xxopouieil B36YUKH.

OHH MOWH MO TYHHeJI0 H HacTHrau IlsToro y BhIxona.

— $1 Bue3sanmHo nouyyBctBoBaJ, uto I'ycuHas Jlanka He-
YIepPXHMO NpUTArHBaeT MeHs K cebe! Tak omHo o6aako
NPHTATHBaeT Apyroe! — momuiTancA oGbACHUTbeA [lAThIi. —
Ho Beab on Geaymen! Pamblue st roBopuJ, YTO Kphilla B HX
3aJie caesana u3 Kocteii! Cefiuac i BHXY, 4TO 3TO He KOCTH —
3TO TyMaH; TyMaH Ge3yMHs 3aKpbiBaeT 3jecb HeGo! Ilaxe
npu cBete Ppuca Mbl He CMOXKEM SICHO BHIETb H CIIOKOIHO
GeraTb no 3emJe!

— Yro 3a uylub oH GosTaeT? — OGPaTHJCH OLIEJOMJIEH-
Helii Opex k Jloxmauy.

— OH roBopHT 06 3TOM BHC/IOYXOM HHYTOXecCTBe, 06
3TOM npoctodue-noste! — orBeyan Jloxmau.— OH nouemy-
TO CYMTaeT, YTO Mbl HMeeM KaKoe-TO OTHoweHHe K I'ycuHof
Jlanke u ero 6penoBoit 6oatoBHe. Y 6aBb nuu, [atwii! Cefiuac
Hac BOJIHyeT TOJILKO CCOpa, KOTOpyio Thl 3aTesis. 'ycuHas
Jlanka mycTb MpOBaJHBaeT KO BCEM YEPTAM.

IMsiThifi CMOTPesl Ha HHX OTPOMHBIMH TJ1a3aMH, Ka3aBLIH-
MHCSH,, KaK Y MyXH, 6oJiblle BceH ero roJioBbl.

— Te6e TOMBKO Ka)eTcs, 4TO Thl — caM Mo ceGe,—
CKas3aJ OH.— A Ha caMoM JeJie Bbl 06a — KaX.blff Mo-cBoe-
My — IO ylueil yToHyJu B 3ToM TymaHe. U rze...

Opex npepBan ero, H IlaTwlii co cTpaxoM Ha Hero rno-
cMOTpeJI.

— He ckpoto, [Tartuii, 2 xotea otpyrath Te64. Th nocra-
BHJ NMOJ YAAp BCIO Halwy GYAYUIyl0 XH3Hb B 3TOH KOJIOHHMH.
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— Tloa ynap? Ja Beib 3Ta KOJIOHHS...

— Tol Tak paccTpoeH, YTO HeT cMbicjia Te6s GpaHHTb.
Cefiyac Thl HeMeIIEHHO CTYCTHILbCA C HAMH B HOPY H 3aCHEllb.
Hnewm, u He cMeit GoJiblle pa3roBapuBaTh!

JKH3Hb KPOJIHKOB Mpollle HalieH >XH3HH B OLHOM OTHO-
IIEHHH: B MHHIX OGCTOATEJbCTBAX OHH HE CTECHSIOTCH NpH-
MeHuTb cHay. He umes BoamoxHocTH BuIGHpath, IlsTbiil
nocaenoBas 3a OpexoM H JloxmauoM B Ty HOpY, T'le OHH
cnand HakaHyHe. OHa Gblna MycTOM, OHH YJErJHCb H HeMex-
JIEHHO 3aCHYJIH.

49, Saragrer
S8 v

Beito oyenb X0JI0AHO, M Kphilla B camoM jaeje Gblia
H3 KOCTeH... HO HeT, OHa 6blJa H3 nepenJieTeHHBIX BeTBel
Tuca! TyT ¥ TaM Ha Hefi BHIHEJNHCh TBepABE Cyubsl, XECTKHE,
KakK Jiel, MOKPHIThle TYCKJIbIMH KPACHBIMH SITOfaMH.

«Wnem, Opex,— ckasan JleBuHas [lactb.— Bosbmem
B POT 3TH fIrOLl, OTHeCceM B GOJIbIUYIO HOPY M CBEAHM.
Benb Th XOuellb XHTb No-HaweMy?» — «He Hano Tak XuTb!
Het!» — kpuuaa Tlarhii.

Orsoas Lenkue BeTBH, nosiBujcs Jloxmau. Bo pry y Hero
GhIJIH ArOAbl.

«CMOTpH, KaK s HayuHicsi HocHTb! — ckasan Jlox-
Mau.— A f yxoxy ot Bac! CnpocH Kyaa, CHpOCH Kyja,
CrpocH Kyna!»

3aTeM OHH Trie-T0 6eXaJH, He TMOJA3EMHBIMH XOJaMH,
a 1Mo XOJIOAHBIM NOJIAM, H JIoXMay Bce POHSII K POHAN Kpac-
Hble Arofbl — KpacHHe, KaK KamjJH KpOBH, TBepjible, Kak
CKpy4YeHHasi XKeje3Has npoBosioka. «He Hajgo Kycatb 3TH
AArO/lbl,— CKa3aj OH.— OHH JieAsHble».

Opex npocHyscs. OH Jiexkasn B HOpe H, IPOXKa OT X0JI0Aa,
nojyMaJi: Kak CTPaHHO, YTO €ro He COrpeBaloOT TeJla cocefeii.
Ine xe TMatwii? Kyna on cHoBa ywea? Opex noaHsics.
ITo cocenctBy Bopouascsi Jloxmau, nmuTasicb HaiiTH BO CHe
Tembii GOK Apyra, 4YTOOB MPHXKATBCA K HeMy TNOKpemue,
HO PAZIOM HHKOro He Gbijo. HersyGokas BnaauHa B mecyaHoMm
noJy, rae Jexas [laTwil, 6bi1a ewe Tensio, Ho cam IaTwif
Kyla-TO Hcye3.

— TaTtwi! — 3akpuuan Opex B TEMHOTY, yKe 3Hasl, 4TO
oTBeTa He GyneT.
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OH cuabHO TOMKHYJ JIoOXMaua HOCOM.

— Jloxmau, IaTeiit yapaa!

JloxmMau HeMeAJeHHO MNPOCHYJCH, KaK BCEria TrOTOBbI
nomoub H YyBepeHHbli B ycnexe. Opex HeMHOro npuoGon-
pHJicsi.

— Yro cayunsock? — cnpocua Jloxmau.

— Ilatwii onatb yapan!

— Kyna xe?

— Ha cunbd — kyna-to HaBepx. Ckopee Bcero Ha
cuabd. Bpaa sm oH GpPOAHMT MO KOJIOHHH, OH ee TepmeTh
HE MOXET.

— Hapoen ox mue! M1 Hopy k Tomy xxe sactymua! Iy-
Maellb, ¢ HHM YTO-HHOYAb CJYYHJOCH?

— Botock, uyTo cayunnoc! OH B cTpawiHOA Tpesore,
a ceiiyac coBceM TeMHO. YTo 6bl TaM HH rosopus JIbBHHas
TMacTtb, a HOYBIO MOTYT MOSIBHTBCA 3JIHJIH.

— Ckopo HayHeT cBeTaTb,— CKa3aJ Jloxmau, MOHIOXaB
BO3JyX.— YTPOM Mbl ero Jierko oteiuieM. Ioxanyi, a noixy
¢ ToGoll. KnsiHycb KOpOJIEBCKHM caJjlaTOM, KOrJa Mbl ero
nofiMaeM, sl CKaXxy eMy mapy TeIJIblX cJoB!

— 1 nogepxy ero, noka Tel Gyjelb ero KonoTHTb. ToJb-
Ko Gbl HaM ero Hafrh!

OHH BbIJIE3JIH H3 HOPB H NPHCEJH.

— Tak Kak HalHX Apy3efl HET H HHKTO HaC He TOPOMHT,
JlaBail XOpOlLIEHbKO OCMOTPHM OKpecTHOCTb! Her s B6.H3H
TOPHOCTaeB H COB?

BHesanHo H3-3a COCeJHero Jeca MOC/BINAJNOCh YXaHbe
coBbl. O6a NpHXKaJHCh K 3€MJe H COCYHTaJH [0 YeThipex,
foKa He pasjaJicsi CJeAylOllHi KPHK COBBI.

— Ona yJeraet,— cka3aa Opex.

— HHTepecHO: CKOJILKO NMOJIEBOK MOBTOpsieT 3TH CJOBa
Kaxayl Houb? THl )Ke 3Haellb, YTO COBAa HapOYyHO o6Ma-
HblBaeT CBOHM OYATO Gbl yRaJISIOLUHMCH KPHKOM.

— Bce paBHo. §I He B cusax Gosbule XKAaTh! 5 noskeH
Haiitn Ilsrtoro!

— Hnewm, noxiem ero noj tHcom!

Tox thHcom IlsiToro He okasaJioch.

JloxMay COCKOYMJ C OTKOCa Ha noJe H moMyajcs no
MOKpO# TpaBe.

— Bot u cnen Ilaroro! — BckpHuaa oH.— OH cBexui
H BeleT M3 HODH NPSIMO K PY4bIO.

Koraa TpaBa B Kamasix MOXAA, TO B Hefl JIerko yBHAETb
HeJlaBHUi cnef. KpoIMKH NOIIIH 10 MJETHSA H KyYH MOPKOBH.
Jloxmau Obln npaB: cjel Gbil CBeXHH, H, NepeGpaBLIHCh

74



yepes mJeTeHb, oM yBuuenu Ilatoro. B nosHoM oauHoue-
CTBe OH LUHNaJ TpaBy. XOTA HECKOJbKO MOPKOBOK JexaJjo
y pyubsi, TIATHAi HX He Tpora/, a MolHMNbBIBAJ TPaBy BO3Je
crapoit s6a0HH. Koraa Opex u Jloxmay npu6au3uJuch, Ils-
ThIl MOAHAJ Ha HHX raasa. He roBops nu cyioBa, Opex ToXxe
npuHsJica 3a TpaBy. OH yxKe MnoxaJies, uTo nmpHBeJ ¢ oGO
Jloxmaua. Houblo, He o6HapyxHB psagom Ilatoro, Opex
BCcepbe3 pa3BOJIHOBaJICA H GblI A0BOJeH, yTo Jloxmau corsa-
cuJIcs ToMoub ype3oHHThb ero. Cefiuac xe, yBunes Ilstoro,
TaKOro POJHOTNO M MaJieHbKOro, HeClOCOGHOrO HHKOMY MpH-
YHHHTD 3J1a H JPOXKaBIIEro B MOKPOH TpaBe TO JIH OT X0JI0Ja,
T0 s oT crpaxa, Opex MOHAJ, YTO €ro pasjpareHHe pac-
cesinioch. Tenepb OH YYBCTBOBaJ K HEMY OCTPYIO »KaJsOCTb
H RyMaJ, 4TO, OKa)KHCb OHH HaeJHHe, eMy Obl Y4aJoCh ycro-
KOMTb 6paTa. OfHAKO yxe NO31HO 6blIO yroBapuBaTb JIoX-
Mauya HeHCTBOBaThb MNOMSrye, OCTaBaJOCh TOJNbKO YNOBaTh
Ha Jyuuiee.

Bonpeku onacenusM Opexa, JIoxmau ToXe XpaHHJ MOJ-
yanue. Ilo-BHAMMOMY, OH CUHMTaJ, YTO pasroBOP HOJKEH
Hauatb Opex, H GblJ C/erka CMyILeH.

Opex yxe pelinJ, YTO BCe OKOHYHTCA XOPOIUO H YTO
Jloxmau ymHee, yeM OH OXHAaj, HO BApYyr IlsaTwii, yceB-
IWHCh Ha 3ajJiHHe Jlanmbl W NOMBIB MOPAY NepeiHHMH, Mo-
cMotpes Opexy npsiMo B riasa.

— $1 yxoxy ot Bac! — ckasaan oH.— MHe oueHb rpycr-
Ho! I xoTen Gbl MoxenaTb BaM Bcero HOGPOro, HO OT 3TOM
KOJIOHHH Heyero Xnaatb ao6pa!

— CKaxH X0Te Obl: KyAa TH Mofjeln?

— Janeko! K xonmaM, eci cymeio 10 HMX HOGpaThes.

— Onuu? 1o HeBo3MoxkHO! Th noruGHemws!

— ¥ Te6s HeT HH eNMHOIO INAHCA, CTAPHHA,— CKA3aJl
Jloxmau,— Krto-HHGYAb NpHKOHYHT Te6si ewe a0 uu-Ppucal

— Her,— orBetun IlATHifl,— Tl 6aHXe MeHs K MoruJje!

— AX TH XaJKHA KJIOYOK MOKpHYHOf TpaBKHM! YK He
AyMaellb JIH TH MeHsl 3amyrath?

— Ilocro#, Jloxmay,— Bmemascsi Opex.— He Hapo pas-
roBapHBaTh C HHM TaK rpy6o!

— Ha Beap TH caM...— Hauas Jloxmau.

— 3naio, Ho Tenepb A nepeayMaJ. He cepauch, Jloxmay.
51 xoTen yroBOpHTb ero BepHyTbcsi B KOJOHHIO. A ceifyac...
Cefiyac y MeHsl He XBaTaeT HAyXy 3aCTaBHTb €r0 OCTaThCS.
51 Bepio, 4TO MO KaKOW-TO NMPHYHHE 3TO MECTO CBOIHT €ro
¢ yma. 5l MpoBOXY €ro HEMHOTO M NOCTapalCh BepPHYTbCH
K HH-®pHcy.
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JloxmMau BbITapallWJ FJa3a H CBHpeno HaGpocHiCA Ha
Isaroro:

— Ax Tol Mep3KHi uepHhlit Xyk! Tel HHKOrga HHKOro
He caywaelbcs! «§l, 1, s Bcex BaxkHee!» M Tak Bce Bpems!
«AX, y MeHsl CTPaHHOe ollyllleHHe B 6OJbLIOM MaJblie, H MO-
3TOMYy BCe HOJ/IKHbBI HeMeNJEHHO BCTaThb Ha roJosy!» A Te-
nepb, KOrfla MB YCTPOHJHCb B YyAECHOH KOJIOHHH, Thl H30
BCEX CHJ CTapaellibcsi Becex B3GasnamyTuTb! [la elle xouelub,
YTOGbl H3-33 TeGSl PHCKOBAJ XKH3HbIO Hall JYYIIHA KPOJHK.
Toi no6peselub N0 Jiecy, KaK CNATHBILAS Mbilllb, @ OH OTIpa-
BHTCA HAHbKaTbCA ¢ ToGof! Xopouwo ke, s pacckaxy 060
BCEM HaIlUHM, YTOG OHH TOXe Pa303JIMJHCh Ha Tebs!

Jloxmau noBepHyJicsi H GPOCHJICA B NepBLIA NonaBIIHACA
NPOXOA B NJIeTHe. BHe3anHoO MO Ty CTOPOHY IVIETHS NOAHAJIACH
Hacrosimad Gypa. CHayasja B3JeTesl B BO3JyX KaKof-TO
CYYOK, 3aTeM BJaXKHbli KOM CJI€XaBIUHXCA JHCTbeB, KakK
CHapsij, BblJeTes H3-3a IJVIETH H yNmaJ Ha 3eMJIO BO3Jje Jam
Opexa. CablHO 6bLJIO, KaK 3a IVIETHEM KTO-TO GbeTcsl H KO-
JIOTHT JlanaMH.

IMopasasis KesnaHHe HeMeJIEHHO o6pPaTHTbCA B GercTeo,
Opex u Ilatuit neperasHyauch. Kro ke npsuerca 3a mier-
HeM, Kakoil HempuaTenb? Moxer G6biTh, 3T0 Kowka? Ho
BMeCTO KOIaybero WIHMEHHsi H KPOJIHYbEro BH3ra 3a IJIeTHeM
C/bIIIAJCA JIHIUb TPeCcK BeTBeH W LueJecT TpaBbl, CJIOBHO
KTO-TO B OTYasiHHH BbIPbIBAJ €€ C KOPHEM.

IMpeononeB rosoc HHCTHHKTa M coGpaB BCe CBOe My-
xkectBo, Opex Gpocuscs B npoxod. ITaTwii nocrenosan 3a
HHM.
Hx rnasam orkpbuioch yxacHoe 3peauuie. Ha 3emue,
nponaxaHHoi ray6oKHMH GoposzaMH, Ha Goky siexaJs Jlox-
may. Ero weio craruBana M30rHytasi MeAHas NpOBOJIOKa,
TYCK/0 MoG/ecKuBaiollasi B NMepBbiX Jy4ax coJsua. ITposo-
Jloka riy6oko BpesaJach B MeX. OCTphIif KOHell ee MOpaHHJ
KOXY, M KallUlH KDOBH, TEMHO-KpacCHble, KaK firoAbl THCa,
KaTHJHCh 1o niiedy Jloxmaua. Bumso, y Hero nepexsaTHJo
apixanue. OH CHOBA HauaJ OTYasHHO MeTaThCfl, Ge3yCneliHo
nbiTasich BLIPBAaTbcsl W3 meTiH. OH GpocaJicss H3 CTOPOHH
B CTOPOHY H TO MOAHHMAJICA, TO OMATb Majan Ha 3eMJIo,
HO HaKOHell 3aJlOXHYJICS H 3aTHX.

IMoTpsiceHHbllt yxacoM Opex BbLICKOYUHJI H3-33 IJIETHS
u npucen pagoM. I'nasa Jloxmaua GBIH 3aKphITbl, a Ty6bl
pacTsiHyuch B rpuMace GosH. OH NMPHKYCHJI HHXKHIOIO ry6y,
H H3 Hee Kanajla KpPOBb.

— Theiian,— noctyuas Jianof o 3emJo, ckasaa Opex.—
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TMocrapaiics nousaTb Mens! Thi nonas B 3ananHio! Kak u3 Hee
BbI6paTbesi? Benomuu: yemy yuuau Bac B Aycae?

3anune ganel Jloxmauya cna6o 3aGHJHCb, OH ONYCTHJ
YUWH H OTKPLI HHYero He BHAsilMe raa3a. Hakowen Jloxmau
C TPYAOM NPOrOBOPHJI XPHILILIM TOJIOCOM:

— B Aycnie roBOpHJIH... HET CMbIC/Ia KyCaTb MPOBOJIOKY...
Hy>XHo... pbiThb BOKPYT KOJblIIIKa!

OH 3a6uJjicsl B KOHBYJIbCHSIX H 3aCKpe6 KOITAMH 3eMJIO.
3emasi M KpOBb, KaK Macka, 3ameKJHCb Ha €ro Mopje.

— Beru ckopeit B kosionuio, [Tarbiit! — Beckpuuaa Opex.—
Mososu CmopoanuHy u Cepe6pucroro! Ckopeii! On ymupaet!

MaTelit nockakaa no momo GbicTpee Geryuiero 3aiiua.

Opex nonbiTacsi YAICHHTb ceGe, C Yero cJeJoBaJo HauyaThb.
Kakas Bewub HasbiBaeTcsi KoJbiikoM? OH paccMOTpes KoBap-
Hoe mpHcnocoGneHue. JIoxMau Jiexas Ha NPOBOJIOKe, MPH-
JaBHB ee CBOHM TesioM. Kasasoch, YTo mpoBosioka yXOAHMT
npsiMo B 3emJi0. Opex HanpsiXKeHHO CHJHJICA TNOHATH: YTO
eMy ciaeayeT BHIPbITb? OH NMOHAJ TO/MILKO, YTO HYXXHO PbIThb.
OH Hayan pacKanbiBaTh PBIXJYIO 3€MJIO M Pbil, NOKa ero
KOFTH He HaTKHYJHCb Ha YTO-TO riagkoe W TBeppoe. OH
B HeJIOyMEHHH OCTAHOBHJCS M TYT 3aMeTHJ, 4o CMOpoLHHa
y>Ke npuGexkas U CMOTPHT Yepe3 ero mnJjevo.

— JloxMau ToJbKO 4TO elle pasroBapuBan! OH ckasan:
«Buikonaiite kKosbiiek». Yto Ham penath? — cnpocua Opex
CmMopoaKHy.

— Tlocroft, naii nonymats! — ckaszan CMopoauHa.

TMosepHyBuKchb, Opex NoCMOTpeJI B CTOPOHY pyubs. Braau
OH YBHIeJ BHILIHeBOe AepeBO, NMOA KOTOPbIM OHH Ha paccBeTe
cupean co Cmopomunoit u Ilathim. Cefluac MMMO BHLIHH
Hecsucb Bo Becb omop Xok6urt, Cepe6pucrhiii, OfyBaHuMK
n Topuwouek. [laneko oGoriaB ToBapuuledi, OfyBaHUHK KH-
HyJcAl K NPOXOAY B IJIETHE H BAPYT Pe3KO OCTaHOBHJICH,
nojJiepruBasich H BhITapallluB rjasa.

— Yro cayunaoch? Yro 3ro, Opex?

— Jloxmau nonaa B cunku! He Tporait ero! ITycts Cmo-
POJHHA DELIHT, YTO HaM AenaTb,— oTBeTHA Opex.— A rze
JlbBuHasa Ilactb? MoxeT O6HTb, OH 3HaeT, UYTO [AeJaTh?

— OH He npuget,— cka3aa lopuwouek.— OH Besen Ils-
TOMY 3aTKHYTbCA...

— UYro Besten? — He Bepsi COGCTBEHHbIM yLUaM, CMPOCHJ
Opex.

Ho Tyt 3arosopun Cmopomuua, u Opex o6paTusi Bce
BHHMaHHe Ha Hero.

— Bce nouatHo,— cka3an CmopoauHa.— IlpoBosoka
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UeM/isieTC 3a KOJBILEK, a KOJBbIIIEK 3aphiT B 3eMJI0,—
BOT, cMoTpH! Mm JO/KHH ero BuipbiTh. Komait psanom!

Opex cHOBa NpPHHAJICA 3a paGoTy, B3pbiBasi KOFTSAMH
PHIXJIYIO CHIDYIO 3eMJII0 H CKOJIb3fl JanaMH MO TBEPAOMY
nepeBy. OH co3HaBaJ, YTO BCe OCTaJbHble KPOJHKH CTOST
B HEKOTODOM OTHAJIeHHH H MIyT. 3ambixaBLIHCb, OH BCKOpe
ocTaHoBHJICS, H CepeGpHCTHIfi cMeHHa ero. Uepe3 HekoTopoe
Bpemsi Cepe6pucroro cmenun Kpymnna. MM ynanoch o6na-
JKHTb TIOBEPXHOCTb 3TOTO IJ1aJKOro, MaxHyBLIEro YeJIOBEKOM,
HEHaBHCTHOTO KOJIHILIKA HAa JVIHHY KPOJIHYbEro yxa, HO TOT
BCe elle KPenko CHiea B Mouee. Jloxmay, Becb B KPOBH,
C 3aKpHITHIMH [VIa3aMH, HEMOABHXKHO Jiexas Ha 3emne. Kpy-
IIHHA MOAHSAJ €ro roJIOBY H BbITEp I'Psisb C MOPABI.

— BHH3y KoJblllleK CTaHOBHTCA Yxe,— cKa3daa Kpyu-
Ha.— MHe KajeTcsi, ero MOXXHO Neperphbiath, TONbKO MHe He
n06paThCcs IO HEro 3y6aMH.

— TIlyctb nonpo6yer I'opiouek,— ckasan CMopoanHa.—
OH caMmbifi MaJleHbKHH.

Topuwouek 6pocuiicst B AMKY, H BCe C/IbILIAJH, KaK AepeBo,
Tpella moj ero 3y6aMH, NpeBpallajoch B LIEMKH.

Bckope Topiiouek Bhje3 ¢ MOLAapanaHHBIM HOCOM.

— Illenkn nopaHW/iH MHe HOC, H TaM TPYAHO JBIILIATb,
HO KOJIbILUEK MOYTH Meperpbi3eH!

— Matweit! Cnyckaiica B simy! — ckasaa Opex.

MMaTwit npo6uia B Abipe coBceM Hemoaro. OH TOXe Bbljie3
¢ pacluapanaHHO# MOpPIOi.

— Koubiiek pasnomuics Haasoe. Jloxmau cBoGoseH! —
O6BABHJ OH.

CMOpOAHHa NOTPOraJ HocoM roJioBy JIoxmaua u JIeroHbKo
TosIKHY.1 ero. TosnoBa Jloxmaua GeccHabHO ynasa.

— JloxMau,— cka3an CmopoaHHa.— Mbl BBITALHIH KO-
Jibiex!

OrBeta He 6blio. JIoxmau NO-mpexHeMy Jexas Heno-
ABHMKHO. CMOPOIMHA COTHAJ CeBILYIO €My Ha HOC MYXy, H Ta
€ XKYMOKaHHeM yJeTesla B CBeTJioe HeGo.

— Kaxercst, oH noru6,— ckazan Cmopoausa.— OH He
ABILIAT!

Opex onycTuics Ha 3emJto psaoM co CMOpoauHOll U npH-
JaJ cBOH HOC K Hocy JloxMaua, HO BeTep MeluaJs eMy pa3o-
6paTh, ALILIHT OH HJH HeT. Jlanb Jloxmaua GblJH BHITSHYTH
Brepe], XKMBOT Ka3aJIcAl IIOCKHM H ApsAGbiM. Opex crapascs
BOCKpeCHTb B NaMATH Bce, YTO OH KOraa-nu6o ciblumian
0 3anajaHAx. MoxeT GbiTb, OCTPblii KOHell NPOBOJIOKH Pa3o-
pBas Jloxmauy AwlXaTe/bHoe ropJo?
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— Jloxmau,— npowenraj Opex.— Mbl Te6si BbITaLUHJH,
Tl cBoGoneH!

Jloxmay He weseansca, H Opex pelms, 4YTO OH yMmep.
Ecin 310 B camoM Jene Tak, To Opexy HyXHO cKopee
YBOAHTb OTCIOAa Bech oTpsid. Eciin Kposmky ocranyTes y Tena,
TO OlLyLUeHHe FOPLKOH NOTEPH 3aCTaBHT HX PacTepsTb OTBAry
H JyWeBHO HAMLIOMHT KaXXJOro, H, YTO BCero BaxKHee, ueJo-
BeK, MOCTaBUBLIMA JIOBYLIKY, BepHeTCsl 3a AoGubivedl. Moxer
ObiTb, OH yXe CMeLMT Clofa C PyXbeM 3a IUleyaMH, 4To6H
3a6patb GeaHoro Jloxmaua!

Kposnkam cienosano GexaTb, W joar Opexa — nosa-
BOTHTBCA O TOM, YTOGH €ro TOBAapHLIW, a BNpPOYEM, H OH
caM NocKopee H HaBcerja 3aGbliH O CayuHBiiemcs!

— Cepaue Moe CTaJo CeplieM OJHONO W3 THICAYH, OT-
TOro YTO MOMA APYr nepecTa cerofus GeraTb! — mponsHec
Opex TpaiHUMOHHbE KPOJHYbH CJI0Ba, o6pamasick K CMopo-
JHHe.

— Ox, Jayuwe G6bl yX 3TO CJIy4HJOCb C KeM-HHGYAb
u3 Hac! He 3sHaio, uto Mbl Gyaem fenath Ge3 Jloxmaua,—
ckasaan CMopoauHa.

— Mbl [OKHH 3KHTb, — oTBeTHa Opex. — JIpysbs
*ayT Hac. Hamo mo6biM cnoco6oM 3acTaBHTh HX OTBJeYbCs!

OTBepHYBIUHCh OT TeJla, OH NMOHcKaa ryasamu [lsrtoro.
Ilsatoro Hurae He GblIO BHIAHO, HO 3BaTb €ro He CJeNOBaJo,
TaK KaK KPOJHKH MOIJIH NMPHHATb 3TO 33 ¢J1aGOCTb H NOAY-
MaTh, YTO MX IJIaBapb HIUET yTeLICHHS.

Tyt Barasn Opexa ynaa Ha Iopiuouka.

— Cayuwait, F'opiwoyek! Te noyemy He BHITEP A0 CHX HOp
Hoc? CMOTpH, KpOBb Tak ¥ Kamaer! Pa3Be TH He 3Haelib, YTO
3aMax KpPOBH NMpPHBJEKaeT 3JHJeH? — Irpo3HO CKasaJl OH.

— Ilpocts MeHss, Opex. A Kak OuTb c Jloxmayom?

— Tocaywai! — B oTyasiHuu npoaoJkaa Opex, He 3Hasi,
4To ewe npuaymatb.— 3HauuT, JIbBuHaa IMacte Benen Ila-
TOMY 3aMoJ4aTh?

— Korza Tlateii npuGexan B KOJOHHIO H CKasaJ, YTO
Gennblt Jloxmau momaa B JioBywKy, To JibBHHas [Ilacts,
3eM/ISIHHKA H APyTHe 3[eliIHHe KPOJIHKH NMPHTBOPHJIHCD, Gy ATO
OHH HHYero He CJbAT. DTO GBUJIO OYEHb IJIYNO, NMOTOMY
uto TlATHii opas Bo Bechb rojoc. A 3arteM, Koraa Mul Bce
6pocuanchk ciona ¥ CepeGpucThil ckasan uM: «Bwl, Ko-
HeYHo, HieTe ¢ Hamu», JIbBuHas [lactb mpocTo noeepHyJcs
K HaMm cnuHofi. Torpa IATui euwe pas nogouwen K JIbBHHOK
Tactu 1 THXO 3aroBopua. Ero cjioB si He ciibiXxaJ, HO fICHO
paccabiman orset JIbBuHOA ITacth: «Kasuych xonmamu Hu-
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Jie, MHe Ge3pa3/iHuHo, KyAa Bbl mnoiizere. M HemenseHHo
3aTkHucb!» C 3THMH crioBamu oH yaapua Istoro u o6ompas
eMy yxo.

— §1 ero y6blo,— nocJabiajnca PAAOM XpHIJHHA Gac.

Bce BCKOUMJIM W yBHAeJNH, uyTo JIoxMay NPHNORHAJCS
Ha MepefHHX Janax, H3orHyB cmuHy. Ero xBocT u 3anmne
Jiansl NO-TIpeXKHeMy JieXKaJsli Ha 3emJe, a Ha MOpJe, npeBpa-
THBIUEHACSH B YXKAaCHYIO MacKy H3 NeHbl, KPOBH H 3eMJIH, XKHJIH
OHH TJla3a.

He B cuaax BbLIMOJIBHTb HH CJIOBA, KPOJIMKH OTCKOUHJIH
B MCNyre Hasan.

— 31 ero ykoxowy! — nosTopusa JloxmMau CKBO3b 3YGhl,
6pbiarasi C/IIOHOA MW TPsiCA NepenaykaHHbIMH ycamu.— [lo-
MOruTe JKe MHe, 4epT 6hl Bac moGpaa! CHumuTe C MeHs
3Ty BOHIOUYIO NMPOBOJIOKY!

OH monbiTancs BbICBOGOAHTBCS, HO 3aJHHE HOTH €ro pac-
nonaauchk. TIpoBosIoKa TAAHYJach 3a HHM, BoJioya 3a COGO#
no TpaBe GonTaBUIMACA Ha HeH KoJ.

Bce Gpocuanch Ha MOMOLb, TOJIKAsi H JaBsi APYr Apyra.

— He TpoHbTe ero! — 3akpuuaa Opex.— Jlaiite emy or-
AblLIaThes!

— He Hago oTabixaTh, Bce B mopsiike,— ckasana Jlox-
mauy.— Bce nesio B 3afHHX HOrax: OHH NOYEMY-TO He HJYT.
Kakoit neroasit JibBunas INacts! 1 ero ykokouy!

— UYro 310 3a Kposauku! — Bckpuuaa CepeGpHCTHIN. —
Onu 6pocusy Jloxmaua B Gene! OHu Tpychl! BBIroHuM HX u3
KOJIOHHH M OCTaHeMCsl TaM caMH!

— O ®puc Bouiounii, 3M6neep Ppuc!— nocasiwancs
BAPYT W3 TPaBbl NPOH3UTEJbHBIA roJsoc.

Ipu TakoM uyZOBHIUHOM GOrOXyJbCTBE WIYM HEMEIJIEH-
HO cTHX. KpOJIHKH OriisiHyJ/IMCh, KaK IO KOMaHAe, B MOMCKax
TOro, KTO MOTI' HCIYCKaTb MPOKAATHA. TyT H3-3a ABYX MyYyKoB
nnayHa nopHsjca Ilatwifi. Tna3a ero cBepkaiu, H NMOXOXe
6b110, 4TO OH oGeaymes. OH 4TO-TO GOPMOTaJ M pulyad,
KaK KPOJIHYHH IIaMaH.

— Onu xotaT BepHyTbesi! Besymuble! 3ta KosoHus —
Moruna, Hopa cmeptH! ITo — knazoBas 3auJedi! Mue Bce
Tenepb sicio! Cuywaiite xe!

OpHaxabl Ha onylKe Jieca Hefa/ieko OT GepMbl KPOJHKH
3aJI0XKHJIH MPeKpacHylo KoJoHuio. M BoT uesioBek noayman:
«ITHX KPOJIMKOB MOXHO Da3BOAMTb — Ha MSCO M Ha MexX.
3auem Bo3uThes ¢ KaeTkaMu? MM U B Jlecy nemoxo!» M ue-
JIOBEK CTaJl y6uBaTb BCEX JIHJel B OKpyre — JI3HAPH, XOMGy,
COBY — M CBO3HTb NHIILY JJISi KPOJIHKOB, OCTaBJss ee MOG/IH-
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30CTH OT KOJIOHHH. A 3aTeM YeJIOBEK CTasl CTaBHTb 3amalHH.
KpoJsukn Bblpoc/H, CTa/lH 3M0POBbLIMH H TOJCThIMH. OHH He
GosiHCh 3JMJel, HX Myraja TO/IbKO 3amajHsA Ha Tpome.
ITo BpeMeHaM HEKOTOphle H3 HHX KyAa-TO NpONajajii, HeW3-
BecTHO KyAa. Ml BOT KpoJinKH HauaJsiu BeCTH ce6sl TaK CTPaHHO,
YTO BCKOPE CTaJIH COBCEM He NMOXOXH Ha Hac. OHH MPHTBODH-
JIMCb, YTO BCe B NOpANKe, Pa3 OHH MOJYYAOT OTJIHYHYIO
nuwy. O6uTaTe M KOJOHHH 3a6bLIM XXH3Hb IHKHX KPOJIHKOB!
Onu 3a6bin po DJb-IxXpefipy, noToMy 4TO MM GoJblie He
HYXXHb! GblJIH €r0 XHTphle MPOMIeJKH.

BMecTo CKa30K OHM HayYHJIHCb HOBOMY HCKYCCTBY — OHH
CTa]¥ TaHUeBaTh H H306pa)kaTb Ha cTeHe ¢Hrypel. ITO
NOMOrajlo MM NPOBOAHTb BPeMsA H CuHTaTh ce6si 3ameua-
TeJIbHBIMH KposinkamH! CIMBKaMH KpoJiHubeil nopoasl! MM He
HyxeH ctaa naBHbfi KpoJHK, KOTOpHH A0/KeH GbiTh Dilb-
Oxpeiipoit AJs CBOMX MOAJAHHBLIX H o6eperaTb HX OT CMEpTH.
3nech cMepThb pasHjia TOJBKO OJAHHM CNOCOGOM, C KOTOPBIM
He cnpaButbcsi [aBHOMY! Y 3THX KPOJIHKOB GBLIO TOJBKO
OJIHO CTpOroe MPaBHJIO: HHKTO He CMeJ ChpallWBaTh, rie
TOT MJIM MHOA HAXOMMTCA M Kyla Kro-HWGyab nponan. Ho
eC/IH 3a/laBaTb TaKHe BOMPOCH GHLJIO HENPHJHYHO, TO FOBO-
PHTb OTKPHITO O CBepKaiollefi NPOBOJOKe CTpOXKaille 3a-
npelasock. B oTBeT Ha TaKkHe pa3roBopsl OGHTaTENH KOJOHHH
GpocaJiuch Lapanathcsi H yGHBaTb.

BarasiHyB MO OuepefH Ha KaXXIOro H3 MPHCYTCTBOBAB-
wux, IlaTit npoaosxkad:

— A noToM BAPYr NOSIBHJIHCb MBI, OGbIYHbIE AHKHE KpO-
JIMKH, H OHH PelIHJIH MPHBECTH HAC B CBOIO KOJIOHHIO H HHYero
He ckasasu. [ToHumaere? (depmep paccTaBisfieT He OueHb
MHOTO JIOBYLIEK, H eC/id KTO-HHGYAb B HHX MOMajeTcs, TO
JApYyrHe CMOTYT MPOTAHYTb mojoJabuie. OHH He XOTeJH Cay-
aTh paccKasa O HalHX CMeJbX NMpHKmoueHusix! He ouenb-
TO XOUYeTcs CyillaThb MPSIMYIO H YECTHYIO peyb TOro, KOro Thl
HH3KO o6MaHbiBaewb! HyKHO JHM MHe roBopHTb jaJblie?
Bce, uTo ¢ HaMH 34ecb NPOHM3OLLIO, MOATBEPXKAAET MOH
C/lI0Ba M MOAXOMHMT, KaK XOG0TOK MUesJbl K KOJIOKOJIbUHMKY
HanepcTAHKH!

lNatnit omyctuiaca Ha TpaBy, a Jloxmau, BoJjoua 3a
COGOH CTPalIHYI0O NPOBOJIOKY C TAHYILHMCHl 3a Heil KOJIOM,
noaowen kK IIAToMy H moTepcsi HOCOM O €ro HOC.

— §1 eme XHB, H MH NOKa BMecTe! — CKa3al OH.—
Pasragas ux TafiHy, Tl pacKycuJ eille 6oJiee BaXKHYIO Mpo-
BOJIOKY, YeM Ta, 4TO BHCHT Y MeHsl Ha lee! [OBOpH: 4TO HaM
Tenepb Jeaath?
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— Hyxno nemeanenHo yxoauts! 5 yxxe ckasan JIbBHHOM
TTacT, 4TO MBI YXOZMM.

— A xyna? — cnpocua Jloxmau Isitoro. Emy ortsetna
Opex:

— Hapo nath k xonamam!

Omin M3 XO/IMOB MOAHHMAJCS K Iory oT pyussi. Ilo ero
CK/IOHAM TsHYJach TeJleXHasi KoJies, a 3a Heil BHUAHesnach
pouwa.

Opex noBepHYJl Ha XOJM, M ero OTpsd, pa3GHBLIKCH
no ABOe M MO Tpoe, MOCJeAOBAJ 33 HHM.

— A uTt0 penaTh ¢ MpoBOJIOKOH, JIoXMau?— cnpocHJ
Cepe6pricThiil.— Beab KoJ1 32 4TO-HHOYAb 3alIENHTCS H CHOBA
ee 3aTsAHET.

— OHa BHCHT CBOGOZHO, H 51 Gl MOT CTPSIXHYTb €e, HO
y MeHsi oueHb GOJHMT liest,— cKa3an Jloxmau.

— Tlonpo6yii cTpAXHYTb NMPOBOJIOKY, HHaue Jajieko He
yineub,— nocopetoBas CepeGpUCTHIi.

— Opex, NocMOTpPH-Ka! — BHe3aMHo cka3aJa Beponuka.—
Kaxoii-To KpOJHK G6eXHT B Hally CTOPOHY M3 KOJIOHHH.

— Toneko oauu? — nepecrnpocus Jloxmay.— Yro Xk Tak
majno? )Kasap! XBarait ero, CepeGpucthiii, i He CTaHy OTGH-
BaTb y TeGs xne6! Otaesail ero B JyuineM Buze!

KpoJnki, mnoXoXKHe H3JajM Ha HEMOJBHXKHbLIE YepHble
TOYKHM, OCTaHOBH/IHCb. HanpapasBuuiicss B HX CTOPOHY Kpo-
JMK 6exaJ 6bICTPO, HO KaK-TO CTPaHHO, 6yATO OYepTs rosioBy.
OH, KaK cJenoii, HajeTes Ha CTBOJ PenefHHKAa, Mepesep-
HYBIUMCb B BO3JYyXe, ymaj M TOKaTHJACA MO 3emye. 3aTeM
NOJHSAJICS M He pa3Gupas NOPOTH CTaJ NPOGHPATbCA K HHUM.

— OH He cMOTpHT, Kyaa Gexut,— cka3zan Kpywnna.—
MozkeT 6GbiTb, OH 3a6oJsies Gesoif cenoToi?

— Her, Gynp y Hero Gesiast cJjemoTa — OH He cMOr Gbl
TaK ObicTpo GexaTh! — ckasan Opex.— to yrto-T0 Apyroe!

— Coxpanu Hac Ppuc! — Bckpuyaa Cmopopuna.— Jlyy-
we y6Gexum!

— 3t0 ckaveT 3emiAHHKa! — BOCKAHKHYJ OayBaHUHK.

3emasHHKa npo6GpaJcs yepe3 AbIPY B IUIETHe BO3Jje CTa-
poii s16,10HH, ocMOTpeJics H nojowen K Opexy. Bmecte ¢ camo-
o6saflaHieM OH PacTepsil CBOH M3bICKaHHbIE MaHephl. YcTa-
puBlKCch Ha Opexa, 3emisiHnka Tpsicca BceM TeqoMm. Kaaa-
Jnocs, OH YG6HT ropem. OH pa6o.enHO CKJIOHHJCS nepex
OpexoM, 3a CNHHOM KOTOPOrO C YrpiOMbIM BHIOM CTOSI
CmopoauHa. Opex »KaaJl, MOJYaJIHBBIH H CypOBbIH.

— Opex, nmpaBaa JiH, YTO Bbl yXOQUTe?— CNPOCHA 3eM-
JITHHKA.
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Opex mouuaa, a CepeGpucTblii OTBETH:

— A Te6e Kakoe 10 Hac feJo?

— Tlpowy Bac, BO3bMHTE MeHs ¢ co60#,— cKasaJa 3eMas-
Hika. EMy HMKTO He oTBeTH..

— Mbl He moOGHM, Korja Hac O6GMaHLIBAlOT,— CKa3aJ
HakoHell CepeGpucthiii.— Bo3sspawaiica k Huabapoxei.
OHa, HaBepHO, MpoLle K 3TOMY OTHOCHTCS.

3eMJIsiHHKa H31aJ NPOH3HTENbHBIA 3axJse6blBatoLUHiiCA
BOMJb, KaK GyATO ero cuiabHO ynapuau. OH nepeBonH.
raasa c Cepe6pucroro Ha Opexa, a 3aTeM yMOJSIIOILE B3IJIsi-
HyJ1 Ha Tlsitoro. JlywiepasaHpaioiliM LIENOTOM OH NMPOH3HEC:

— TlpoknsTas nposoJioKa!

CepebpucThlit co6HpaJcs eMy OTBeTHTb, Ho Opex ckasaua:

— bBenusra! Hu cioBa Gosbure! Maem ¢ namu!

OTpsAl KPOJIHKOB MepeLlest Yepe3 TeJieKHyIo KOJIElo M Heues
B poule 3a goporoii. Copoka, npHBJieyeHHas 6/1eCKOM KaKoro-
TO CBETJ/IOTO NpeJAMeTa, 3aMETHOrO Ha FOJIOM CKJIOHE XOJMa,
nojseTesia noGJH:Ke, YTOO €ro pacCMOTPeTb, HO Ha CKJOHe
JIeXKaNM TOJbKO PacIlenJieHHbld KOJbILIEK H MNepeKpyuyeH-
HbIH KyCOK NMPOBOJIOKH.
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K Beuepy Halud NyTHHKH NOJOULIH K YOTepUIHNCKOMY
xoamy. C BepLIHHBI XOJMa OTKpbIBaJlach rosy6oBaTtasi AaJb,
B TYMaHHOH rJyGHHe KOTOpOH G6JiecTesqH OKHA OTAaJieHHBIX
KOTTejKkel. BHH3Yy JleXKa/qH TeMHo-3e/leHble Jieca H MOJsA
3pelollieil MIUEHHLbI. 31ech, NOL HH3KMMH BETBMH Gepeckie-
Ta, OCTAHOBHJICA Ha npuBaJs otpsa Opexa.

Jo cux mop HallMM NyTelleCTBEHHHKAaM Be3JIO: BCe Kpo-
JIMKH, GexaBliHe H3 KoJOHHH JIbBuHOH [lacTH, ocraBasmuch
LeJibl H HeBpeIHMbl.

* %%

IMo nyTM K XOJMaM OHH NepellJH elue [Be PEuKH, HO
BCKOpe 3a6/IyIH/IHCb H 3aHOYeBaJH B 3a6polueHHOM amGape.
Tam Ha HUX Hanaju Kphichl. JIOXMau NpexBOAHTENbCTBOBAJ
cpaxenneM, a Cepe6pucthiii n KpylinHa npHKpbBaJjH OT-
CTyMJIeHHe KPOJIHYbero OTpsiAa, TaK 4TO BCE YCreJH BbiGpaTh-
csi U3 am6apa H cnacanch GerctBoM. OXHAKO KpPLICH YKYCHJIH
Kpywnny, n ero nepennss Jama BocnaJjujaacb. YKyc GoJed,
KaK 4acTo GOJIAAT paHBl OT KPBICHHBIX 3yGOB.

TNosnkuaoMeTpa KPOJIMKH NMPOLLIH MO nacT6HILy. Bbicoko
HaJl HUMH TyJeJH JIMHHH 3JeKTponepenauH, Ho IlaTwii yse-
PHJI HX, YTO WIYM 3TOT He OMaceH, ¥ OHH GeCCTPaIUHO LLIH
Bnepea. HakoHel, TpeBOXHO HIOXas BO3AYX, KPOJHKH yce-
JIMCh TOJ HEBLICOKHMH JepeBUAMH H NMONBITAJHCh MO 3amnaxy
pasrajaTth, YTO 3a HEe3HAKOMasi MECTHOCTb NpPOCTHpaeTcs
nepes HUMH.

TokKHYB KOJIOHHIO C 3aNafHSAMH, CTailKa HalIHX KPOJHKOB
cTajla OCTOpOXKHee, ynopHeH M yMHee. B 3ToM MaJeHbKoM
OTpsille KaXIbli Hayuywscs TNOHHMAaTb COCeAa, H BCe MpH-
BbIK/IH JeficTBOBaTh corsiacoBaHo. Ccop Gosee He 3aTeBa-
Jioch. YsieHb! KPOJIHUbEro OTPsAAA CIVIOTHJIHCh TeCHel, OLleHHB
B3aH MHble IOCTOHHCTBA M TIOHHMasi, YTO BOpedb HYXHO No-
JlaraTbCAl Ha CaMHX ceGsl.

Opex, Cmopoauna, l'opwouek n Kpymnna cymens Bbi3-
Bo/IHTb Jloxmaua u3 Genul. [1paBna, Jloxmau u cam okasaJics
MoJIoAlOM. JIl060H ApYyrofi KpOJHK He cMor 6bl BhIepXkKaTh
nofo6GHOH MbITKA M nepectad Gbl GeraTb'. Tenmepb HHKTO

! To ectb ymep.— [lpus. asr.
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GoJsee He coMHeBaJcsi B cHjle Jloxmaua, yme CMOpOAHHBI,
uuTynumnn Tlatoro n aBTopuTteTe Opexa.

Tsixkenee Bcex B OTpsifie MpUXOAHIOCH 3emasiHuke. OH
oTyneJs OT TOPsl H CTaJl O4YeHb HeoCTOpOoXKeH. BenHsary Tepsan
CTHIA: OH He MOT 3a6biTh O TOM, KaKylo He6/1aroBHAHYIO POJIb
chrpaj B KOJIOHHH. 3eMJSIHHKAa GOMJICA MPH3HATbCA CBOUM
HOBBIM 3HAQKOMBIM, YTO JIEHHB, H36a/I0BaH H MPHBBIK K XOPO-
wed nuwe. [paBaa, oH He aJsoBaJcs, H GbLIO BHAHO, YTO
OH TBepAO PElUHJ HaBCerja OCTaTbCA C OTPSAOM H onacaJcs,
Kak 6bl ero He mporHajH. IIpH BceM TOM OH Jyullle HalMX
KPOJIHKOB 3HaJl JleCHHe Yalld H B Jecy OKa3aJjcs Aaxe
noJie3eH.

B nocnennne auu Jloxmau crasn MeHee gecnotHued. [lo-
6LiBaB B CHJIKaX, OH ocsabes M mpuTHX. Brnepsbie B KH3HH
Jloxmau mouyyBCTBOBaJ, YTO €My HYXHO ObITb yMepeHHee
H OCTODOXKHeH.

He ycneno conHue npu6/iu3nTbcsi K mosicy 06JakoB Ha
ropu3onte, Kak Opex BblJe3 H3-NOA KycToB Gepeckiera,
JaBIIHX KPOJHKaM MNpHIOT, H, B3o6paBIINCh HAa NMyCTOH Mypa-
BeMHHK, MOMBITAJICA PacCMOTPeTh BepLIHHY XOJAMa.

Besien 32 HMM M3 YKpHITHA Bhiiednu Ilatuiit v )Keayap.
OHH cpa3y e NMPHHANHMCh LIMNATb KYCTHKH pociiefi noGiu-
30CTH TNOCEBHOR BHKH. DTy TpaBy OHH BHIEJM BNepBhLIe,
HO H 6e3 cJoB GHJIO $ICHO, YTO 3TO IMOJIe3HOe KpPOJIHKaM
pacrenne. OTBelst B CTOPOHH BLICOKHE 3eJieHBle CTeGJIH BHKH,
yBeHYaHHble GeJLIMH H JIHJIOBaThIMH uBeTamH, Opex npo-
6paJjcsi no6auxke K Istomy.

— 3HayHT, Thl cOBeTyellb B306paThbCsi Ha caMulfi 60Jb-
WOA XOMM M MNOCTPOHTh YOGeXHlle Ha ero BeplIHHe? —
cnpocua Opex.

— HmeHHo! — He Kosie6asich, otBeyas IlaTbiit.

— Ho Beap 3To oueHb JajeKo, H TaM, HaBepHoOe, roJo
H XOJIofHO!

— B 3emJsie Temno, a noyea 3Jech puixjasl, TaK YTO Ml
Ge3 Tpynda BhipoeM ceGe HOpHI!

— Ilpexne uem BceM OTPANOM B3GHPaTbcA Ha GoJbLLOH
XOJIM, HYXXHO NMpOBepHTb, BCe JH Ge3somacHo! I nofiny Ha
pa3BenKy! -— pewna Opex.

Bce useHnl oTpsifa M3bABHJH TOpsiuee KeJaHHe OTIpa-
BUTbCsi BMecte ¢ OpexoM, HO TOT 0TOGpaJ HaHMeHee YCTaB-
wux OayBaHuMKa ¥ XOK6GHTa H B HX CONPOBOXKIEHHH Hampa-
BHJICA K BepILHHE.
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KpoJauku nepe6erajin OT KycTa K KyCTy, OT OJHOTO Ny4ka
TpaBbl K APYroMy, HempephbiBHO Jes1asi HeGoJbLIHe OCTaHOBKH,
ANl TOTO 4TOGbl MOHIOXaThb BO3AYX.

OHH 1BHraMHCb NOCPeNM TMPOHH3AHHOH COJIHLEM TpPaBhl,
B KOTOPO# KONOWHJHCh HaceKoMble. OCTOPOXKHO BbIrJisibiBasi
H3-32 OJMHOYHBLIX KYCTHKOB KJeBepa, OHM IMbITaJHCb pac-
CMOTpeTb BepIUHHY O6/I0GOBAaHHOTO XOJMa, HO elBa OHH
B3GHpa/NHCh Ha ONHY ropy, KaK nepel HHMH TOTYacC xe
BbIpacTaJa apyrasi.

Bue3sanno y6exxapiunit Bnepes OfyBaHUHK BCKapaO6KaJcs
Ha MypaBeifiHHK H B PaJOCTHOM BO3GYXXIEHHH 3aKpHUaJ:

— TlocMoTpy, Kak oTciona aaneko BuaHO! OTcioa MOXHO
yBHIeTb Becb Gesblit ceT!

Opex B306paJicsi Ha COCeHWH MypaBeHHHK M YyceJcs
B TOi XKe mose Ha 3ajHuX Janmax. OH cpasy e MOHsJI, YTO
OHH HaKOHel-TO JOCTHIJIH BepLIHHbI GoJbluoro xosnma. Cuis
HaJl MOpeM TpaBbl, KPOJHKH YBHIEJNH, UTO BHH3y NpPOCTH-
paeTcs OTKpbITast MeCTHOCTb.

Jlio6oit nonbiTaBluMiicd B3o6paThcsi Ha XoaM, 6yab TO
KPOJHK HJH uesoBeK, Obll Gbl TOTYAC Ke HMH 3aMeueH.
A TaMm, rme KoHyajach 3eMJasi, HauymHaJoch HeGo. IlaThiil
6Ll mpaB: OTCloJa, CBepPXy, Jerko GhIO 3aMeTHThb NPHOJH-
KaIolLYIOCs OMacHOCTb.

Bertep Tpemas KposHuHA MeX H KoJbiXaJ TpaBy, Nax-
HYULYI0 THMbSIHOM H uepHOroJioBkod. Kpyrom uapuia He-
OGbIKHOBEHHasi THIIMHA. Bbicota M 6H3Koe HeGO BO3GYXK-
Jaiollle MoJeiCTBOBaJH Ha KPOJHMKOB: Y HHX 3aKDYXHJHCb
TOJIOBBl M OHH PAJOCTHO 3afpbirajii MOJ JyuaMH BeyepHero
coNHUa,

— O ®puc Ha xoamax! — BOCKIMKHYJ OnyBaHUMK.—
HaBepHoe, Thl COTBOPHJ 3TOT Kpai cneuHajbHO Ajisi Hac!

— Bepno, Ho 310 [lATH#t yroBopua Hac HATH cioja,—
cka3aa Opex.— Ypa, Iatuit-pa!

— A rpe ke XokGHT? — cnpocun Bapyr OnyBaHUMK.—
Kyna oH 3anponacrtuicsa?

Ha xonme XokGHTa He 6bso BHAHO. Kposnku oGounin
coceNiHHil MaJIeHbKHil XO/IM, HO H TaM YBHJEJIH TOJIbKO NOJIeB-
Ky, TPHI3yLIylO CeMeHa.

— HasepHoe, c6exan BHH3,— cKa3aa OLyBaHUHK.

— ¥ Hac HeT BpPeMeHH Ha MNOMCKH,— cKa3aa Opex.—
ToBapHlIH XAYT, MOXeT GHTb, HM FPO3HT OMACHOCTb.

— Kakas pnocana! — ckasan Onysanuuk.— IToruGuyTh
nocje TOro, Kak Mb Jo6Gpajuch Ao xoamoB Ppuca B ue-
JocTH H coxpaHHocTH! He Hajgo 6wuto ero ¢ coGoit 6paTh,
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oH TaKoil Tynuua! OQHAKO CTPAHHO: KTO XK€ MOT ero yHecTH?
Mbi He BUIEJH 3/€Cb 3JHJIEH.

— Ckopee Bcero OH moliea Ha3af,— ckazaa Opex.—
HurepecHo: Kak ero tam BcTpeTHT Jloxmau? Hapeioch, oH
He nokycaet Xok6ura!

— A rpge Mbl Gyaem HoueBaTb? — cnpocua OnyBaHUHK.

— He 3Ha0,— oTBeuan Opex.— Y Hac MoKa HeT HHKa-
Koro y6exuiua!

OHM TOWJIH BHM3 MO KPYTOMY CKJOHY. 3aKkaT MOYTH
norac, HO OHH JIErKO y3HaBaJiH JOPOry MO HCKPHBJEHHBIM
JepeBbsiM, MHMO KOTOPHIX HEJaBHO NpOLLIH Ha BepLIHHY.
IMonaroxuKbl KycToB GOSIPHILIHHKA H ABe-TPH GY3HHBI C Kpe-
MOBBLIMH COLBBETHSIMH POCJIH Ha OGpbiBe, a HaJ HHM HaBHCJIa
MeJsioBasi CKaJja.

TMpu6aH3HBLIMCh K KyCTaM, KPOJIHKK C yAHBJIeHHeM oGHa-
pyxuin XOKGHTa, crisilero noi GosipuiHukoM. C KOBOJIb-
HbIM BHIOM OH MOTHpaJ MOPAY JiamaMH.

— Ha3Bunn, Opex,— Heo6GBIYHO KPOTKO cKa3aa Opexy
Xok6utr.— §SI ocMaTpuBasn 3TH Hopnl! MHe MnoKa3anoch, 4TO
OHH MOTYT HaM NPHIOAHTHCH. )

Ha ckaje, mox KOTOpoH OH CHAesn, BHAHB Oblid TPH
KPOJIMYbHX HOPH, a BO3Jle ero Janm Gblio elle ABa X04a,
YXOAALMX MOA Y3JoBaThle KOpHH JepeBbeB. Hoph GbliH,
N0-BHAHMOMY, AaBHO OCTaBJIEHbl X03fleBa MH.

— T no6uiBan BrH3Yy? — cnpocua  Xox6uta Opex,
NOHIOXaB BXOJbI.

— 51 no6riBan yXe B TpeX HOPax,— CKPOMHO OTBETHJ
Xok6uT.— OHH Hersy60KH M JOBOJIbHO HEYNOGHb, HO TaM
He MaxHeT GO/Ie3HbIO WJH CMepThbIO.

Hapn HEMH ¢ KpHKOM NpoJieTeJiH CTPHKH ¢ BomsieM: «Bectb!
Hosoctb!»

— Bor 3T0 HOBOCTb Tak HOBOCTb! — BOCK/IMKHYJ Opex,
oGepHyBIuHCch K OnyBaHuHKY.— 30BH Hawl OTPAA CiOAa, Aa
nockopeit!

TaK CJIyYnJIoCh, YTO OAHH H3 CKPOMHBIX PSIOBBIX KPOJHYb-
ero OTpAJa CHejajl BaXXHOe OTKpPhITHe, KOTOpOe MOMOTJO
KPOJIMKAaM OCTaThCsl Ha XOJIME H, BO3MOXHO, CNAc/o JKH3Hb
He OJHOMY H3 HHX.

Hopbl B camoM gesie OKa3aJucb HeyNOGHBIMH H Helo-
JesaHHbIMH, HO JloXmau cKasas, 4TO OHH KaK pa3 Bmopy
TaKHM XJECCH/IIM — GPoisraM, He HMEIOIWM NMPHCTAHHILA,
KaKHMH Tenepb CTaJH HalUH KPOJHKH.

HiapecTHO, YTO HM3MyueHHHA NyTHHK, GayXAaoiuui no
He3HaKOMOH CTpaHe, He CJIHMIUKOM TpeGoBaTesJeH H HOUYeT
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rae npuaetcs. Kponuku He Kanpusnuuaiu. Bo Besikom cay-
yae, MecTa B XOJaX XBaTa/lo Ha JIOXKHHY KPOJIHKOB H B HHX
6bIIO CYyXO.

OnHaKo HallK KPOJIHKH CPa3y e OLLYTHJIH HeMPHBBIYHYIO
TBEPAOCTb CKAaJHMCTOrO IPyHTa, a, MO KPOJHubeMy 06blyao,
MOACTHJIOK OHH He NpPH3HABAJH.

ToJsibKO TPH X0Aa Ha OGpbIBE KOHYAJHChb HOPaMH € XO-
POLLO YTONTAHHLIM 3eMJSIHBIM nosioM. TyHHeselt Mexay Ho-
pamu He G6bLIO, HO KPOJIHKH CJIHLIKOM YCTaJiH, 4To6 06 3TOM
3aGoTutbcd. OHH NMOJEJH/AM HOPBl, TaK 4YTO HAa 4YeTBEpPhIX
MPHIJIOCh MO OJHOH HOpe, 3a6pa/HChb B HHX H B YIOTHOH
6e30MacHOCTH 3aCHYJIH.

Opex GoapcTBoBas JOJblIe BCeX, BbIM3bIBasi paHy Ha
nane Kpywunbl. Jlana Hbeila, H € Hell HyXHO GbljIo o6pa-
LAThCSA OCTOPOIKHO.

ConHue yxe BcTaso, koraa Opex mpochyics. Ero mecto
6hIJIO Yy caMOro BBIXOAA, M OH CyMeJ, HHKOro He pa3Gynus,
BBICKOJIb3HYTb H3 HOPHl H NMPOCKAKaJ MHMO KyCTOB GOSIpbIL-
HHKa Ha Jyr. PaBHHHa y MOJHOXHA X0/Ma Gbijla ellle MOKPhITa
yTpeHHefl pocoii. Koe-rae BrajH BHAHENHCb OTHAEJBbHBIE fe-
peBbsi, C KOTOPHIX CTeKaJH KJIoubsi TymMaHa. Betpa He Gbuio,
H MayKd YyXe CIOyCTHJHCh B TpaBy. JleHb o6eman GbiTh
KapKHM.

Bnepsuie 3a Bce nociepnne aHu Opex uyBcTBOBaJ ce6s
CINOKOMHO.

«[IaTeli NpaB: 3TO MECTO CJOBHO HAPOYHO NpeaHa3Ha-
YeHO I KPOJHKOB,— moaymaa Opex,— HO HaM Haxo Gy-
JeT 31eCb OCBOMTbCA H NO3HAKOMHTBCH C OKPECTHOCTAMH.
Uem Menblwe Mbl mMoHayajgy GyAeM HenaTb NpoMalleK, TeM
Jyyiie».

TyT OH yBHAEJ, YTO KaKOH-TO KPOJHK C OMacKoi BblJIe3
H3 jasbHeit Hopbl. dto 6bl1 Cmopoanna. OH nouecaJcs,
MOATPHITHY/1 B COJIHEYUHOM Jydye, a 3aTeM NPHIJIAaJAMJ YIUH.
Opex nojoles K HeMy H CTaj WIHNATh TPaBy NOGJIH30CTH,
cnenys 3a CmopoauHoit mo msitaM. OHH MOJOLUIH K KYCTy
MOJIOYasi CO CTEMIOLIMMHCA MO 3eMJe JHCTbSMH H MaJleHb-
KHMH ToJlyGbIMH, KaK HeGO, LBeTaMH, y KOTOPbIX BepXHHe
JIenecTKH HaMOMHHAJIH KpbiJblikd. CMOPOAMHA MOHIOXaJ He-
3HAKOMOE eMy pacTeHHe, H JIMCTBA MOKa3aJacb eMmy rpyGoi
H HeanneTHTHOH.

— Kak TH Aymaewb: yTo 3T0 3a TpaBa? — CHPOCHJ OH
Opexa.

— $1 cam BHXy ee B nepBmii pa3! — orseyan Opex.

— Pacrenns 31ech He3HaKOMble, 3aMIaXH TOXe COBEPLIEeH-

91



Ho uyxue. Ham npunercs 3anoposo nopa6orath rosloBoi, 406
3jecb nMpHCnocoGHTbes,— cka3aa CMopoaHHa.

— Hy, 370 yxe no TBoe# yacTH. DTo THl y Hac roJosa! —
3ametna Opex.

— 3aT0 TH Hé GOHIIbCH PHCKOBAaTb XKH3HbIO M BCerja
Hlelib BHEpeaH! — BOCTOPXKEHHO BOCKIMKHYJ CMopoxuHa,
¢ JoGosblo rasas Ha Opexa.— Kak xopowo, uto Mecto
3jecb, KaK M npenckasbiaa [laTwlii, coBepiwenHo Gesonac-
Hoe. Mbl 3apaHee yBHIHM BCAKOro, KTO K HaM Ciofia mnoJe-
3eT, H TaK OyJeT 0 Tex MOP, MOKa y HAac ectb OGOHsHHe,
3peHHe M CAYyX.

— Hy, 3toro-t0 HaM He 3aHMMaTh!

— Ho Mbl Bce-TakH NOJXKHBI KOTrAa-To crnaTh, M B TeM-
HOTe Mbl He BHAHM.

— Hy u yro? Houblo Bcersa TeMHO, H KPOJIHKH JIOJIKHBI
crnaThb.

— Mbl He MOXeM cnaTb MOA OTKPbITHIM HeGoM. Ham
HYXXHO YKPBITbC B TJyGOKHE HOpHl AJs OTAbIXa H CHa.
A 3peuwHue HOpH HaM He nofoiAyT. JIerko MOHATb, OTYEro
HX 6pocHIH Xo3sieBa. CHM3y, Ile AOJIKEH GbiTb XOA, JIEXHT
KaKoi-To TBepAblii GeJbifi rpyHT. 3uMOil B 3THX HOpax, Ha-
BepHOe, yxacHo xosonHo. Ho 3ato Tyr, Ha BepuuHHe xou-
Ma, ecTb Jecok. Buepa, koraa Mb cloja NpHULIH, S €ro
TPHMETHJI.

OH yKasaJs Jlanoft Ha CTOSILLYI0O HeCKOJIbKO B CTOPOHe, 3a
cTapoil mpocesoYHOR A0pPOrofl, GyKOBYIO pOILY H OOBACHHJ:

— KopHu aepeBbeB, HaBePHOE, XOPOILO PA3PLIXJIHIH 3eM-
gio. Ecain Mbl BBIPOEM NMOA HHMH HOPBI, TO 33)KHBEM He XyXe,
yeM B Haleil cTapoii KoJoHHH. OnHako ecin Jloxmau u apy-
rHe He 3aXOTAT pa6oTaTh, TO C HACTYIJIEHHEM TJIOXOH Moroabl
HaM NpPHAETCH TOKHHYTb XOJIMBI.

3a cunbdieeM Opex pucKHYJ pacckasaTb 06 naee CMopo-
DHHBL TONbKO ofHOMY TIsATOMY W, 3apyyMBLIHCb €ro corJja-
CHeM, TpeAJIOXHJ BCeM MOHTH Ha BepUIMHY H B3TJIAHYTb,
4TO TaM 3a Jec.

ByKoBBI/i Jlec He MOXOAMJ Ha Jeca y HHX Ha pOAHMHe.
31ech Ha y3KOM OTpe3Ke 3eMJIH poc/a XHAKasi polia, Bpoae
noJie3a K THOM noJsiockl. ['oJible ry1afikue CTBOJIBI CTOSIH B TEHH
KPOH, a KyApsiBHle BETBH PacloJiarajucb MJIOCKHMH sipycaMH
H Kyrnajgucb B NMATHaX CBeTa.

IMon nepeebsiMH He G6bIO TpaBbl, a 3HAYHT, He GblIO
H YKpbiTHA. M3yunB GykoByio polly, KpoJHKH GblIH 03aja-
yeHbl. OHH He MOHMMAJIH: NOYEMY TaK THXO H CBETJIO B 3TOM
CTpaHHOM Jiecy?
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Msirkuil, HO HeyMOJYHbIH LlesiecT GYKOBOH JIHCTBHI He
MOXOAMJ Ha IUyM B 3HaKOMBIX MM Jiecax H3 cepeGpHCTOl
Gepe3bl M OpelliHHKA. Bpoas mo pollle, OHH BHILLIK Ha ceBepo-
BOCTOYHYIO OMYWKY. 31ech MoJ OGPHIBOM OHH YBHJIEJNH IO-
pocwuit TpaBoi oTkoc. Bresanno Ilatwit, KasaBwmiica 10
CMEILHOTO MaJleHbKHM PSIIoM C OrpoMHbIM Jloxmauowm, pa-
JOCTHO BOCKJHKHYJ:

— Ai nga Cwmopomuna! 3gech uyymecHo! Mbl JO/MKHBI
BHIPbITH HOPH HMEHHO Ha 3TOM oTKoce. SI Xoren 6bl Hemen-
JIeHHO MPHHATbCA 3a paboty!

Topiiouek ¢ G6GOJBWOH TOTOBHOCTBIO MPHCOEAHHUIICS
K ITatomy. Opex yka3an MecTo paGoT H caM NMPHHSJCHA PbITb
HOPY y OCHOBAaHHSI OTKOoca. Bckope Bce KPOJIMKH CKpeGau
PHIXJYIO 3eMJ0. PhITh GbIIO HETPYAHO, H XOTA paGoTaioLuue
YacTo NpepbiBaJH CBOE 3aHATHE, YTOGH MOLIKNAThL TPaBy HJH
nocHIeTb Ha COJHUe, mocje noayaHs Opex yxe CKpblICS
B ray6Gokoi# sime.

BeTBH JnepeBbeB MOIMIH CJYXHTb KPOJHKaM XOPOLUHM
YKPBITHEM OT JleTaBllefl Han secoM mycteabrd. Eapa YKeaynn
3aMeTHJ, KaK C lora K HHM NPHG/IHXKaeTcs MycTesbra, oH
TOTYaC JKe MOCTyyas Jlanod O 3eMJI0 M NYCTHJICH HayTek.
3a HUM NOA JAepeBbi GPOCHJHCh H OCTaJbHbie KpoJnkd. He
ycneJH OHH BbIGPAaTbCH H3-TMOA YKPBITHA H CHOBAa HauaTh
paboTy, KaK Hajl HHMH NOSIBHJIaCb HOBasi WJH, MOXeT GhiTb,
Ta Xe camas mycTeabra. Opexy MpHILIOCH NOCTAaBHTH pr-
IIHHY YacoBHIM, H TOT JABaX{Abl MOJABaJ CHTHAJ TPEeBOTH,
NOKa OCTaJibHble MPOJOJ/IKAAH C IPexoM IMorosaM KomaTh
3eMJII0.

IMox Beuep MX CNYrHYyJ CTYK KONBIT: KaKOH-TO BCaJHHMK
exas no jopore. BoJbile OHH He BHAENH HHKOrO KpynHee
roay6s. [Tocsie Toro Kak BcafiHHK MOBEpPHYJ K IOTY OT Xo/Ma
H Hcues, Opex BbJle3 Ha OnyLIKy Jieca H NOCMOTpeJ Ha ceBep,
Tle JieXasJH THXHe TOJIl M JIKHHS 3JIEKTpOnepelauyd yxo-
auna Baaab. CTano mpoxsajnHee, H COJHLE ynalo Ha ce-
BEPHBbI CKJIOH.

— Toxaayii, Mbl yXe JOCTaTOYHO NOpaGoTaJjH,— CKa-
3an Opex.— §I cnyuych K NOAHOXHIO NMOMCKATb, HET JIH Tie
TpaBbl MOBKyCHee. 3[elIHsiA TpaBa NO-CBOEMY XOpOWIa, HO
cyxoBaTa H TOHKa.

Jloxmau, Opnysawuuk M Beponuka mnouuH ¢ OpexoM,
a ocTajbHbleé KPOJIHKH OCTaJHCh LIMMATh TPaBy MO NYTH
K HOpaM y GOsipbillIHHKa.

Opex H Jloxmau BuiGpany HanGoJiee Ge30macHyio AOpory
H oTnpaBuiKuch B NyTb. OHH He BCTPETHJIH HHKAKHX mperpaj
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M CKOPO LIMMAa/JM TPaBy Ha MIIEHHYHOM TNOJe B BEYEPHHX
Jlyyax coJiHUA.

Opex npex<ie BCero OTLICKAaJ MECTO, KyAa MOXHO Gblj1o
6bl cGexaTh B ciayuae TpeBorn. Emy noBeano: oH Haiuen
y3Kylo KaHaBy, Kpasi KOTOPOM YaCTHYHO OOGBaJMJHCh H TaK
TyCcTO MOPOC/IH AHKOH MeTPYIIKOH M KPamHBOH, YTO B Hei
MOXHO GBLIO YKPBITbCSl, KaK B NOA3eMHOM TyHHese. KpoJinku
nonpoGoBaJiH, CyMeIOT JId OHH GbICTPO HO6EXaTb 10 KaHa-
Bbl C NOJISA.

— Kanaga orinunasn! — npomeiyan Jloxmay, nepexenbl-
Basfi KjeBep M OGHIOXMBasl YNaBlUHE JIEMECTKH KaJHHbl.—
Mbl MHOromy HayuMsMch 3a nociesHee Bpemsi! Joma Mbl
3a BCIO XKH3Hb TaKOro He y3Haqu Gbl! A Temepp Mbl jaxe
puiTh ymeem! A Bl 3aMETH/IH, 4YTO 3eChb COBCEM Apyras
nousa, yeM y Hac? OHa H MaxHeT mo-HHoMmy!

— B 31ofi crpanHofi KoJsowuH y JlbBuHOA IlactH MHe
GoJibille BCEro NOHpaBWJAch HX GoJbllas HOpa,— cKasaj
3aaymuuBo Opex.— YynecHo HMeTb NOJ 3eMJleli TaKoe MecTo,
rae MOXHO cOGMPaTbCs BCEM BMeCTe H PaccKas3biBaTh BCH-
Kue HCTOpHH. KaK Tbl yMaelb: CymeeM Mbl CleaTh TaKyio
Hopy? — cnpocua Jloxmaua Opex.

— Ecau Thl Xouewb BHIPBITh NOA 3eMJiel Tako#i GoAbLIOH
nycToi 3aJi, HYXHO, 4T06 He OGPYLUHJICS MOTOJIOK. 3HAuHT,
4TO-HHOYAbL NOJIXKHO MOANEPKHBATh Kphiuly. A 4TO AepKaJjio
Kpbllly B KOJIOHHH JIbBHHOH TlacTu?

— ¥ HHX OblIH KOPHH JepeBbeB.

— Y Hac Toxe ecTb KOpPHH. MoXeT, OHH KakHe-TO ApYy-
rue?

— Hapo paccripocuTb 3eMJsHHKY 0 GoabLoi Hope. Tosib-
KO OH CJHMIUKOM MOJIONOH, OH He BHIEJN, KaK ee pblIH.

Ha nmenuuyHoe nosie cnycKasnach HouHas TeMHoTta. He-
siCHasi TeHb OT OJIH)KHEro IUIETHSI CJOBHO pPacTBOPHJACh
B CymMepKax H HMcuye3sa. 3amaxJo MpoxJajoi H mpHGIHKalo-
LieHcss Houblo. MHMO ¢ ryleHHeM mpoJieTes MaiCKHH JKyK.

— He nopa an nomoit? — ckasan Jloxmay.— Ckopo Bbl-
JIETAT Ha OXOTY COBBI.

B 3TOT MOMEHT ¢ MoJjs, yXe OKyTaHHOro TbMOH, MOCJbI-
IaJjcs CTyK JIano#, H KPOJIHKAaM I10Ka3aJloCh, YTO CBEpPKHYJ
Geusiblii KOHUMK xBocTa. Jloxmau u Opex 6pocHaHCh, He Tepsist
HH CeKYHABI, B KaHaBy.

Ceilyac OHa mnoKasaJacb HM elle yXe, 4eM BHauaje.
B Heli M TaK elBa MOXHO OLlJIO NOMECTHTbCH, a uyepe3
MHHYTY CBEpPXy Ha HHX KyGapeM CKaTHJHChb eule ¥ Beponnka
¢ OnyBaHYHKOM.
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— Bbl BHAeaH, 4TO 3TO 32 3Bepb?— cnpocka Opex.

— Kro-To Kpazercsi BLOJb IJIeTHSI! — B CTpaxe NpOMNH-
waa Beponuka.— JTa TBapb HAET C HaBETPEHHOH CTOPOHBI
M 310poBO Tomaet!

— 1 Toxe cablwadn ward,— ckasana OgyBanunk.— Ciofa
HOeT 3Bepb pa3MepaMH He MeHblle KpoJuka. OH ABHXKeTCA
HeyKJIOXe, HO CTapaeTcsi He MNOKa3blBaTbCA M3 YKPHITH.
Moxert 6uiTb, 3T0 X0M6a — JiHca?

— He xom6al Her! ¥Yx ee-to 3anmax Mu Gbl yuysiJu!
Crkopee 3to kouwka. Xoi! Xo#i, y sm6aeep xpeiip! Omuako
6ynbTe roToBhl K GercTBy! Bapyr Hac yuyioT! — npegynpenu
Jloxmau.

Kposuku ymouskiu.

KanaBa cu/ibHO 3apocsia TPaBo#, a CKBO3b TpaBy Oblia
BH/IHA TEMHO-CHHAA Nosiocka He6a. CKOpO CpefH CnyTaHHOMH
3eJIeHH HaJ HX roJIOBaMH MOSIBHJIAcCh 3Be310YKa H 3aTaHue-
BaJjla Ha BeTepke.

— MoXHO NoKa HEMHOro H B31peMHYTb,— cKa3aj Opex.

— Yo 310? — Hacropoxuics Bapyr OnyBaHUKK.

CHauana Opex HHYero He MOr pa3o6patb. 3aTeM €ro yxo
YJIOBHJIO KaKHe-TO 3BYKH BJiaJleKe, CJIOBHO KTO-TO NpPHYHTAJ
H mnakald. Yepes MHHYTy CHOBa HacTynujao Moauyarue. Hu
OAMH OXOTHHYHA KIHY He 3BYYHT TaK cTpaHHO! DTOT roJoc
nokasascsi Opexy CBEpPXBECTECTBEHHBIM, H OH MOXOJOAEN
OT yxaca.

— Bo ums ®puca, KTO TaK YXKaCHO KPHUHMT? — CHpo-
cusl, Apoxa, Jloxmay. MexoBasi IanmKa y Hero Ha roJjobse
nojHsAAach ALIGOM.

— MoxeT, 3TO Bce e KOLIKa? — cnpocHs Beponuka,
IIHPOKO PacKpHB FJasa.

— Her, He xomka! — npoxpunen Jloxmau. Heecrecrsen-
Hafl rpuMaca pacTsiHyJa ero nacTb.— 3Haellb, YTO 3TO
Takoe? Pa3pe TBosi MaTh TeGe 06 3TOM He roBOpHJa? —
OH 3amoayas, a 3ateM wenotoM npHGaBua:— Her, T
3Haellb, Ye# 3T0 ronoc!

— Her, Het! — BckpHuan OpyBaHuHMK.— DTO KaKas-To
nruual Uan pasenas kphical

H3ordys cnHHy H ¢ TPYNOM NOBEpPHYB roJIOBY Ha ojepe-
BeHeBllef iwee, JIoxMay NMOAHAJNCA HA HOTH.

— 1 3Hai0, kTO 370! D10 YepHuii Kponuk Mune, Kposuk
3na u cMepTH! — cKa3an oH.— Kro npyrofi nosisButcs Houbio
B TaKOM Mecre?

— He Hano 06 sTom! — BockiHKHYya Opex, uyBCTBYs, YTO
OH H CaM JPOXHT.
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BHe3sanHo roJioc Moc/bllaacad COBCEM PsioM ¢ HuMH. He
ocraBaJoch 6oJiee COMHEHHi: 3TO 6blJ1 ToJIOC KPOJHKA, HO
H3MeHeHHbI 10 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH. MoXHO G6blIO MoAyMaTh,
YTO OH JOHOCHTCS C CaMbiX BEpPIUHH XOJIOAHOrO TEMHOro
He6a, TAKHM CBEPXBECTECTBEHHBIM Ka3aJICA 3TOT Ge3yTel bl
niay. CHavasla CHOBA TNOCJBIWIAJHCh NPHYHTAHHS, 3aTeM
KPOJIHKH OTYeTJHMBO pa3o6paJjiH CJIOBa.

— 3opH, 3opu! Koneu! Koneu! — kpuyan ucnyrasumit
HX CTpauwHblii rosoc.— Bee noru6au! 3opH!

OnyBaHYHK 3aXHblKaJ. JIOXMay 3ackpe6 3eMJIO Janamu.

— He wymu! — ckaszan Opex.— He 3a6pachiBail mMens
3em/edt M naf mocaymaTh!

B 3TOT MOMEHT roJjioc COBEpLIEHHO OTYETJHBO MPOHU3-
Hec:

— Taeiau! O Taefan!

Ilpu 3TOM BCce KPOJIHKH 3aMepJsiH OT yxaca, a Jloxmay,
TSl nepef COGOA OCTAHOBHBUIHMCHA TYCKJIbIM B3IJISIIOM,
cTaJ pbiBKAMH MOABHraThCS K BBIXOAY H3 KaHaBHl.

— Korpa 3oBet Yepnniit Kpoank, Hafo Hemenns uatu! —
npoGopMoTaJsl OH Tak rayxo, uto Opex exBa cmor pa3o6paTth
cJloBa. '

Opex GulJ1 CTPALIHO HCNYraH, TaK YTO C TPYAOM NMOHHMAJI,
4yTo mpoHcxoauT. Ka3sasoch, OH BHAHT AypHOH coH. Krto 3Baa
Jloxmaua? Begb 3mech HUKTO He 3HaeT ero WMeHH! OaHako
Opex TBepao noHsJ, yto JloxMaua Hago Gulio MoGoi LeHOR
yaepxaTb B KaHabe!

OGoruas Jloxmaua, Opex mnpunep ero K OTKOCY H Bblie3
BMECTO HEro cam.

— Cuau B KaHaBe! — C TPyAOM NepeBOAs AyX, CKasaJ
OH.— A 5 NMpoBepIo, 4TO 3TO 32 KPOJIHK.

ExBa Bosioya Jiambl OT CTpPaxa, OH 3acCTaBHJ ce6si BLIATH
Ha oTKpeiToe noJie. INo-npexxHemy Nax/ao pocoit H GYy3HHHBIM
usetoM. OH YTKHYJICA HOCOM B XOJIOAHBiE TPaBHHKH. B6ansu
HHKOTO He GbiJio.

— Kr0 3aech? — rpOMKO CNPOCHJ OH.

OTBeTOM GHLIO MOJIYaHHE, H OH yXe co6GupaJjcsi mosep-
HyTb Hasaj, KOT@ KTO-TO CHOBA IPOMKO BOCKJIHKHYJ:

— 3opn! O, 30pH!

Kpuuann y nuetHsa Ha kpaio noas. Opex mnosepHyJcs
B Ty CTOPOHY H PasrJsies Noj KycToM GOJIMIO/IoBa CKpIo-
YeHHYI0 ¢HMrypKy Kposuka. ChenaB HeCKOJIbKO LIaroB, OH
CIPOCHJI:

— K70 ThI? — HO CHOBa He MOJIyYHJ OTBeTa. 3a CNHHOM
OH yCJbILIAJ TOMOT.
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— $1 3pech,— cka3an Bepubiii OnyBaHYHK, Y KOTOpOro
TOXe OT CTpaxa MepexBaTHJO AbIXaHHeE.

O6a nomoulin no6amxke. PHrypka y MJIETHS He ABHra-
nacb. Ilpu cnaGom ceeTe 3Be3ll OHH YBHAEJHM HAcCTOSILIErO
KPOJIHKA, HE MeHee XXHBOTO, YeM OHH CaMH, HO OUYEHb HCTO-
wenHoro. He Buma nHuero mepen coGoit, KpoMMK TeM He
meHee Tapalu/a raasa. OH yNnopHO JIH3a/] CBOe pasopBaH-
HOe yxo M Mosua Teicsiuy npuitTH W M36aBUTHL ero OT cTpa-
JaHuH.

KposukH y3HaqH B HeM KanHTaHa C3HAIbGOPACKOH
Aycab Ocrtposmcra.

B crapoit konoHHH OCTPOJIMCT 3aHHMAaJl 3aMETHOE MeCTO.
OH ¢ GOJIbIIHM MYXECTBOM BBIMOJIHA/N CaMblie TPYAHbIE MO-
pyuenusi, 1 Tpeapax BcelleJO mojiarajicsi Ha Hero.

B ToT mamsATHbIA Beyep OH MO COGCTBEHHOH HHHLHATHBE
AIBHJICS apecToBaTh JloxMaua. OH Bceraa OTJIHYHO BHIMOJHAJ
CBOH 06s13aHHOCTH M TpeGoBaJ TOro e ot apyrux. Octpo-
JIMCT HH 33 YTO He MOKHMHYJ Gbl CTapylo KOJIOHHIO.

Kak Mor oH BHe3amHO OKa3aTbCsl Y MONHOXHA YoTep-
IIHIICKOTO XOJIMAa B TAKOM IJIaYeBHOM COCTOSIHHH? DTO GblJIO
NPOCTO HeBEepOSATHO!

Y3HaB B 3TOM XKaJIKOM co3JaHHM KanuTaHa OcTpoJucTa,
Opex 1 OfyBaHYHK YAHBHJIHCb He MeHblle, YeM eClH Gbl HM
NPHILJIOCh BCTPETHTD JIaCTOUKY B KPOJIHYbEH HOpe HJH pyuei,
Gerywuit BCATh.

Opex ¢ TpyaoM oBJazen co6oi. Kak 661 TaM HH 6blIO, UM
NPeACTOSANIO HATH IOMON MO MOJIO B ONaCHOE HOYHOE BPEMsl.
Ipu stom oT puiaiowero OcTposHcTa wes OCTPhIA 3amax
KpoBH. MoxeT GbiTb, MO ero cjeiaM AaBHO YXe Kpajercs
ropHocTaii? BpemeHnH TepsiTb GbLJIO HEJb3s.

— Ckaxu Jloxmauy, uto 310 He Yephnit Kposnk, a Oct-
poauct! — nonpocun Opex Onysanunka.— Bepouuka myctb
HEMeJJIeHHO MJET B KOJIOHHIO H Mnepeaact, 4To6bl HHKTO He
cmen GexaThb Ham HaBcrpeuy! IlomMoub HHKTO He B cHJaXx,
H HHKOMY He HaJO TMOLBEPraTbCsi PHCKY 3psi.

Ensa OnyBanuMk ckphlIcs 3a Kycramu, Opex ycabiwai,
YTO KTO-TO OCTOPOXKHO KpajeTcsi BJoJb TjeTHs. He ycmen
OH OIJISIHYTbCH, KaK HM3-3a M3TOPOAH BhIGpaJCs €elle OLHMH
KPOJIHK M, XpOMasi, HanmpaBHJICA K HeMy.

— Her au 31ech MecTa, Ile MOXHO YKPbITbCA? — CpO-
CHJI OH.

Opex. NPUNOMHHJI, YTO OH BCTPeuasJ 3TOro KpPOJHKa: TOT
6611 B cBuTe OCTPOJIMCTA, KOTJA KamMTaH MpULUE] apecto-
BaTb Jloxmaua. Mimenu ero Opex He 3HaJ.
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— Kak Thl nocmen cnpsiTaThcsl, GPOCHB CBOEro KamHTaHa
6e3 3aIUTH? — rpo3HO crpocua ero Opex.

— §1 He Mor 3aCTaBHTb ero 6exaTb H CIpPSATAJCSH, TOJbKO
KOrja yC/blllaj BallM Lark,— OTBeTHJ Kpoauk.— SI moay-
MaJj, 4to HAyT 3auau! He 6bio HHKakoro cmeicia B TOM,
YTOGB MeHsl NPHKOHYHMJH BMecTe C KamutaHom! A s cefiuac
He CHJIbHee MuiliH!

Tem Bpemenem c3anu nopowea Jloxmay. Bbitapawus
rJiasa, OH MPHCeNl M TPOHYJ KANHTaHa HOCOM.

— Ocrtpoancr, 3to 1, Jloxmau! — cka3aa on.— T 3Ban
meHA? — OH o6epHyJcs M, YBHAEB KPOJIHKA, KOTOPHIA COMpo-
Boxnaan Ocrpoaucra, BockaukHya:— Jla 3to Kosokosb-
ynk?! ®puc B BeTBAX!

OCTpOJIHCT B3APOrHYJI.

— 310 TH, Taedian! — nporoBopua oH.— Hakonen-to
Mbl Te6si Hawuu! A 310 Opex, He mpaBia JIH? — CNPOCHJ
OH.— A TOro, BTOpPOro, si TOXE XOPOIIO MOMHIO, TOJbKO
fi cefiuac no3abblyl MOYTH BCe HMEHA.

— 310 OnyBaHuHK. 31eCh ONMACHO OCTaBaThCsA,— CKasaj
Opex.— CMoXelb Ji TH JOATH A0 HalUKX HOD?

— A panexo mo Bawux Hop? — cnpocua Octpoaucrt.

— He cauwkom,— cka3zaa Opex. On nogyman, uto Oct-
POJMCT BPSA JIH OCHJHT NMYyTb HaBepX, HO BCe-TaKH MoBea
CBOH MaJsieHbKHil OTPAL Ha XOJIM.

ToaHKManAch, KPOJHKH YBHIENH CNYCKaBLIEroCA K HHM
BHH3 10 cK/oHy lopuouka.

— 370 ewe uto? — crporo cnpocus Opex.— 51 xe cka-
3an BepoHuKe, 4TOGH Bce ocTaBaJich B Hope!

— Beposuka Hu npH uem! — ckazan Topuouek.—
Tpocto MHe OueHb 3aXOTeJOChb MOATH NMOHCKaTb Te6sA. 1 He
3a6bia, KaK TH BCTaJ Ha MOIO 3alHTY, KOTJa MeHsl XOTesH
GpPOCHTb Y pekH!

Korzna seayutie Octpoancta Opex ¥ Jloxmay fowu a0
GOSIDBILIHHKA, BCe XHTENH KOJOHHH GOblIH yxe B cGope
H B OXKHIaHHH TOBapHillefi MepelleNTHBAIHCh MeXAYy COGOM.

— Bot Octposuct u KosoKonbuuk,— 06bsBHA  JIox-
Mauy.— MM Haflo OTAOXHYTb, H MYCTb OHH HAYT B HE3AHATYIO
Hopy. Ecan y Bac ocTaslach XOoThb Kamis 31paBOro CMHCJIa,
Bhl MOCJedyeTe HX MPHMeEpy.

Kposnnky 6e3aMoIBHO MOBHHOBAJIHCh, a JIOXMay NOBEpHY.JI-
cs kK Opexy u ckasax:

— OTOM CTpallHOM HOYLIO THi MOLIEJ HaBCTpeyy omac-
HocTH BMecto Mensi! Sl 3Toro He 3a6ymy. Tel — cMeabifi
H BepHHlit apyr!
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Crnenyowuii NeHb OKa3aJcsi XapkuM H 6e306JauHbiM,
HO Ge3xxaJsiocTHblit Opex NOTAlIM BCeX KPOJNHKOB B GYKOBYIO
polly H 3aCTaBHJ HX PbITb HOpbl. PaccnpocHB 3eMJsHHKY
0 TOM, KaK Oblna ycTpoeHa GoJibluasi HOpa B €ro KOJIOHHH,
Opex BHISICHHJ, YTO NMOTOJIOK TaM YAEPXKHBAJH He TOJbLKO
GOKOBble KOPHH, HO TaKXe H KOPHH, HIyluHe BepTHKaJbHO
BHH3.

Opex u Jloxmau BMecTe ¢ 3eMJSIHHKOH CNYCTHJIHCb TOX
3emJ1i0. [Toka HX HOBast KOJIOHHS! Gblsla BCEro-HaBCero MaJeHb-
KO#i mellepoil ¢ OAHUM BXOJOM.

Kposnku npuHSIHCh 3a paboTy, CTapasch PaclHpUTh
HOpY, YCTPOHTb 3aJ1 MO KOPHSIMH H ClesiaTh TyHHeJb, HAy-
LMK BBEpX.

Bapyr 3emasinnka 6pocuJ paGoTy M 3amphirajl Mexay
KopHsiMi. OH HIOXasl M KycaJsl 3eMJIIO H 3aYeM-TO YTanThbiBaJ
ee nepenHumu Janamu. Opex momymaJt, uto GeaHsira ycraJ
M npuTBOpsieTcs, OYATO 3aHAT AeJIOM, a Ha CaMOM JieJie YCTpo-
Ha1 ce6Ge nmepefbillKy, HO BCKOpe 3eMJIsTHUKA MOAOLIEN K HeMy
H CKasax:

— TyT y nepeBbeB KOPOTKHe KOPHH, H HaM MONaJoch He
TaKoe yJayHoe HX Paclo/iOXeHHe, KaK B Halluel KOJIOHHH, HO
MBI CyMeeM NpeKpacHO OGOHTHCh H TeM, YTO HaM JAOCTaJoCh.
3hecb eCTb HECKONbKO TOJCTBIX KOPHeH, HAYIHX TNpsAMO
BHH3. MHe KaXeTcsi, HajJl0 pbiTb BOKPYI CaMbIX TOJCTBIX.
Hix He HyXXHO HH OTrpbI3aTh, HH BbITacKMBaTh. Tak MOXHO
cAeslaTb HOPY GOJIbILIHX pa3MepoB.

Tpu stux caoBax Opex He MOr CKPbITH CBOEro pa3oua-
POBaHHS.

— 3HauuT, B Haleld Hope Bceraa GyayT TopuaTh 3TH
MPOTHBHbLIE CTBOJILI?

— Hy u yro? — ckasan 3emasiHuka.— Hopa He cramer
oT 3T0ro Xxyxe. CTBOJIbI CMOKOHHO MOXHO OGXOAMTb, H OHH
He NOMEWAloT HaM paccKa3blBaTh cKa3kH. C HHMHM CTaHeT
Tensiee, H OHH GyIyT NPOBOAHTL 3BYK C MOBEPXHOCTH, YTO
NpH CJyyae TOXe MOXeT NPHUTOAWTHCS.

IMocTpoiika 3aJbl, KOTOPYIO KPOMHKH OKpecTHaH CoTbl,
OKOHYHJ/IACh TIOJHBIM TPHYMGPOM 3eMIAHHKH.

Korza meHb MOAXOAMJ K KOHI, Nellepa CTaja MOXOXa
Ha OGbIYHble KPOJIHYbH HOPHI, HO BO MHOrO Pa3 MNpeBOCXO-
ZIH1a HX pasMepaMmu.

B ceBepHoit ee yacTH GyKoBble KOPHH 0Gpa3oBaJii Hekoe
nojoGHe KOJIOHHAlbi; B LlEKTPe HAXOJAHJIAchb OFPOMHas 3aJa,
a pnanee, rie KopHed He G6blio, 3eM/siHHKa OCTaBHJ 4acTb
rPyHTa, TaK YTO MOJIYYHJIHCb KOJIOHHH H3 3eMJH, H I0XKHas
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YyacTb HOPbl MpeAcTaBasa cOGOH TpH HeGOJbLIMX 3aJsbLua,
KOTOpble BeJH B KPOJIHYbH CNaJbHH.

Opex 6bi1 10BosIeH. OH MOHAJ, YTO KOJIOHHS MOJy4YaeTcs
Ha caaBy.

Basoem ¢ CepeGpHCTbIM OHH DACNOJIOXHJHCh Yy BXOAa
B TyHHeJb.

BhesanHo pasjajcsi CTYK O 3eMJI0 M MOCJBILANHCH
B3BOJIHOBaHHble KPHKH:

— Slcrpe6! Slcrpe6!

Opex BHrasiHyJ. B HeGe napusa mycresibra M, ONMyCTHB
OKaii MIEHHbIH YepHbIMH NMepbsiMH XBOCT, BbICMAaTpHBaJa J0-
6biuy.

— HeyxXeJn TaKafi MaJsiBKa OCMEJIMTCS Ha Hac Ha-
nactb? — cnpocut Opex, yBHIEB, YTO NTHLA, CNYCTHBILHCDH
NOHHKe, CHOBA TMOBHCJIA B BO3JyXe.

— OHa pocToM HeBesHuka! — cka3an CepeGpHCTbIit. —
Ho Bpsan au TeGe 3axoueTcss ceffyac MOMAacTHCb Ha Jy-
Kaiike!

— A MHe NpOCTO He TePNHTCH BbIATH HaBepX M 3a4aTb
nepuy KOMY-HHGYIb H3 3THX 3JHJeil,— pasjgajcs M3 HOPH
rosoc Jloxmaya.— Mul y» uepecuyp Bcero Goumcsi. Ko-
HEYHo, C NTHUeH cpaxaTbcd HaM He mop cuay! IToxaayii,
ec/li OHa HamafleT CBepXy, TO OLOJieeT AaXKe KPYMHOro Kpo-
JHKa!

— Oit, cMOTpHTe, TaM CHAHT Mbilb! — BocKIHKHys Ce-
pe6Gpucrhiit. — Bennsxkkal

B neBhicoKo#l TpaBe mepes HoOpoil cHiena moJeBka. Owa
elle He 3aMeTHJa Haj cOGOf SCTPeGHHOH TeHH, HO BHe-
3anHoe HCUe3HOBEHHe KPOJIMKOB 3aCTaBHJO €e HacTopo-
KHTBCA.

— Hy, Tenepb eii koHen! — cka3an Jloxmau He Ge3 xe-
CTOKOCTH.

Kakoe-To HesicHoe noGyxieHue 3acraBuio Opexa BbiGe-
XKaTb H3 HOpH Ha JyxaHKy. MBlIIH He NOHHMAIOT Kpo-
JIMYbEro f3blKa, HO CYIIECTBYET OYeHb INPOCTOA KaproH
noJieit M Jecos, H Opex MPOM3HEC HA 3TOM XKaprowe:

— bBern! Cional Bucrpeii!

Mbimb Gpocusiach K HeMy, a NycTeJbra, ONMHCaB KPyr
B HeGe, 3acKkosb3una BHH3. Opex orcTynua B Hopy. BHe-
3aMHO MbILb CMOTKHYJACh O KaKyio-TO BETKY, H Ta CBEPKHY-
Jla Ha COJIHLe cepeGPHCTHIMH JHCTbsAMH. Ilycresbra cio-
JKHJIa KpblJbfl H GpocHsiack BHH3. Muilib puHysack K Opexy
H TIPOCKOJIb3HYJIa MeXJy ero nepelHHMH Janami. B Ty xe
CeKyHAy MycTe/ibra, Kak MeTaTe/bHblil CHapsif, C CHJIOH my-
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IIEHHBIA C BepUIMHBl JepeBa, BHIMYCTHJAA KOTTH M C LIYMOM
yAapusaach o 3eMJio.

IThia spoCTHO 3a6uJach, H KPOJHKH yBHAEJH ee CTpall-
Hble KpyrJble IJ1a3a, KOrja oHa Ha MHHYTY 3arJsiHyJa npsiMo
K HuM. Cusna ee majewuss Hanyrana ux. Opex, OTCKOYHMB
Hasaj, c6ua ¢ Hor Cepe6pucroro.

— 3HauHT, THl He MPOYb BCTPETHTbCH B GOIO ¢ MOAOGHOA
oco6oit? — cnpocus Cepe6pucthiit Jloxmada.— B TakoMm cay-
yae 51 MpUAYy NOMOGOBAaTbCS Ha Ballly CXBaTKy!

— Opex, 51 3Hal0o, YTO TH HEIJyNblii NapeHb,— CKa3an
Jloxmauy.— Ho uTo Ham 3a mpok OT 3TOH MbilK?

Mbib cuienia HemoxBHXKHO, H Opex BHAeJ, YTO OHA He
CMycKaeT ¢ HHX IJas.

— Moxer, sicTpe6 elie 37ecb,— CKa3asi oH.— Ocrasaii-
cs y Hac. Yiizews norom!

JloxMay XoTesl YTO-TO BO3Pa3uTh, HO M3 IJYGHHBI XOia
nosiBuJcs OnyBaHuHK.

— Opex, OcTpoJHCT NPOCHYJICS, OH YYBCTBYET cebsi Mo-
Jiyylle H JaxKe BHIXOAHJ Ha cHibgueir. OH XoueT pacckasaTb
O TOM, YTO NMPOM3OILIO B Hallefl KONOHHH.

4:3. Zudens cmapold
RP  Kacord

Ha TpaBe y MmypaBeiiHnka pacnoJoxuiuce OcTposuct
u KosokosbunK. OCTPOHCT OGHIOXHBAJ JIHJIOBYIO OPXHIEIO.
Korza ero Hoc KOCHyJICSI CTBOJIA, CHPEHEBBIH 11BETOK MoKau-
HyJICS.

— He nyrait ee, KanuTaH, a T0 OHa yJeTHT! — B IIYTKY
cka3as Konokoabunk.— He 60xbsi a1 370 KopoBKa? CMOTpH,
CKOJIbKO MATHBIILEK Y Hee Ha JIHCThAX!

— Ox, nepecratb, KoJoKonb4Hk! — 106GPOAYILHO CKa3aJ
Ocrpoanct.— B 3Toi MECTHOCTH s He 3HAIO MOJIOBHHBI pac-
TeHuiA! DTy-To TPaBy ecTb HeJsb3fl, 3aTO 3/1eCb MHOro Gen-
peHlia, a OH KPOJIHKaM BCeria roJie3eH.

TyT Myxa ycejacb Ha ero paHeHOe yX0, OH CMOPLIHJCS
H TPAXHYJ TOJIOBOH.

Opex u Jloxmau 06pajioBa/IHCh, YBHAEB KalHTaHa B TAKOM
XOpollleM COCTOSIHHH, H pelniin otsectd Ocrpoancta B CoThl.
ToT cpa3y e 3aHHTepecoBaJICA:

— MHoro Ji1 y Bac KpOJIHMKOB?
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— Xpeiipa,— oTBeuaa Jloxmau.

— Heyxenn Bce KposiukH, ywenie smecte ¢ Opexom,
BBIKHJIH?

— Bce onu 3aech.

— Panenble ectb?

— O, mHorne u3 Hac Gbuiu Goslee HIH MeHee Cepbe3HO
paHenbl! — ckasasn Opex.

— Y Hac He GblJIO HH OZHOH CKYYHOH MHHYTKH! — j0-
6asua1 Jloxmau.

— A 3710 KTO ciofa Gexut? Ero He 6bu1o B Haued Ko-
JIOHHH. )

H3 GykoBoro sieca Kk HuM ckakan 3emJsiHuka. ITpu6an-
3MBIUMCb, OH CTaJ NpOJE/bIBATb CTPaHHble TaHUeBaJbHble
na roJioBoii u nanamu. HukTo eMy He oTBeTHJ, H 3eMasiHHKa,
HECKOJIbKO CKOH(YKeHHBIH, octaHoBHJICA. UTO6 He maTh Jlox-
Mauyy HaGpOCHTbCA Ha ce6f C PYraHbio, OH MNOCHELIHO 3a-
FOBOPHJI.

— Musopn, Opex,— 1epeMOHHO HayaJ OH — MPH 3TOM
OCTpOJIHCT YAHBJIEHHO AEPHYJCS, HO HHYero He cKasaj.—
Bce KposiHKH BbIpa3uJIH XeJIaHHe OCTaTbCSl HA HOYb B HOBOM
GoJIbIIOK HOpe H HageloTcsi, uTo KanutaH OCTpoJIHCT pac-
CKaXkeT HaM BCe, YTO C HHM NPOH3OLLIO.

— $1 rotoB paccka3biBaTh,— cka3aa OcrpoJuct.— ToJb-
KO Mpejynpexjalo, y Bac cepiua 060JbIOTCH KpOBbio!

Y Ocrposncra 6Gbl1 Takoi MpauyHblif BHA, YTO BCE 3aMOJ-
yaju. B MOJYaHHH OHH MOAHSIHCH HA BEPIUHHY H CIYCTH-
JICb B TMIaBHYIO 3aJy HOBOH KOJIOHHH.

Tyt u3 BocroyHoro xona B CoTsl BJe3 Beponuka.

— Opex,— cKasaJs OH,— TaM 3TOT, HJH 3Ta, Kak ee, Hy,
TBOSI TOCTbSl MBILIb XOYeT ¢ TOGOH MOrOBOPHTb.

Mbeiwb cHIena y caMoro BbIXOsa.

— Tbl uiewn Aomoit? — cnpocua ee Opex.

— Hatu cefiuac, He XAaTb COB,— CKa3aJa Mblillb,—
Ho s xoTena ckasaTh: Thl MOMOraif MbILIHM, a Korjaa-HHGyIb
MblWwb nomorait TeGe. Thl roBopu — oHa npuiiTH! — C 3THMH
CJIOBaMH OHa yGexasa.

— ®puc B npyay! — BockaukHyn Jloxmauy.— Toro
H risj, fBATCA Bce ee copoauu. To-To Hama Hopa Gyner
KHLIETb HMH!

OCTpOJIMCT HETOPOMJIHBO HauaJsl CBOH paccKas:

— B Ty Houb, KOorga Bbl YUUIH H3 KOJIOHHH, MBI MPOLIJIH
no BaiueMmy CJely AO caMoro pyubsi. Tpeapax ckasaJ, yTo
HET CMbIC/Ia PHCKOBaTh M MNpecieloBaTh BacC. «YULIH TakK
yuiiu!> — 3aKMOYHJ OH. §I HeMeNJIeHHO MpPEeKPaTHJ MOHCKH.
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Bce yxe 3naau, yto [1aThlii npeackasan Kakoe-To HecyacTbe,
H TYT MOWJH BCeBO3MOXHHe clyxH. Koe-kro rosopu., urto
3TH NpeAcKasaHHs — epyHla, HO MHOTHE CYHTa/H, YTO Ha
KOJIOHHIO HamalyT JIOAH C XOPbKaMH M PYXbsiMH.

«$1 3HaBaJl KPOJIMKOB, KOTOPbIM Ka3a/0Ch, YTO OHH 06n1a-
JAI0T LapoM SICHOBHIeHHs,— cKa3aa Tpeapax.— Hx ciosam
He CTOMT mNpHAaBaTh oco6oro 3Hauenusi. OnHako BCTpe-
4aloTCi KPOJNHMKH, B JAEACTBHTEJBLHOCTH HMeiOlUHe OueHb
.ocTpoe uyTbe. TaKoi KPOJHK MOXeT, K MpHMepy, Mpeicka-
3aThb HABOAHEHHE HJIH HamaJeHHe XOPbKOB. UTo e Mpou3oi-
JIeT, €CJIH yuecTb TaKue npenckasanus? [lpousoiiner murpa-
LUMA KOJIOHHH! DTO Oeno TpyAHoe, H 31ecb He oGoiizetcs
Ge3 »kepTB. YIUelllHe cpa3y npeBpaTATCA B TOJNy XJec-
cuJeil, GJYXIAOIIHX MO OTKPBITOH MECTHOCTH BMecTe CO
CBOMMH KpPOJbyMXaMH H KpoJbyatamu. Ha Takux xneccunei
opaaMH HamazaloT sauaH. MTak, Bce sicHO: JleKapcTBO elle
Xyxe, yeM cama GosesHb! Bcerna Jayuile OTCHAETHCS B HO-
pax!»

YTpoM Gbl1a MOsI Ouepeab MATH 3a CajlaToM, H MO KaKoii-
TO MPHYHHE A PEIUHJ HATH B OJHHOUKY. )

— OG6blyHO B MOXOJ 3a CaJaTOM HAYT TPOe,— 3aMeTHJ
Jloxmau.

— 3Halo, HO i XOTes B3IJsIHYTb, He FOTOBA JIH PaHHSsA
MOpPKOBb, H pELUHJ, 4YTO B HE3HAKOMOH 4acTH oropoaa Ges-
onacHee OXOTHTbCS ofHOMY. OKoJsio Hu-DPpHca 51 nowes KoM
yepe3 JieC H BAPYT YBHJEJ, YTO Ha AOPOTe CTOHT XPYAYyAHJb.
M3 Hero BbLIE310 MHOXECTBO JIOZIEH H ONHH MaJIbYHK C PyKb-
eM. OHH BbIHYJIH H3 XPYAyAHJs KaKHe-TO HENOHSATHbE [JIHH-
Hble Bellld, KOTOpble MHe TPYIHO OMHCaTh, TOJbKO §i TMOHAJ,
YTO OHH OYeHb THXeJble, NOTOMY YTO KaXkIAyl0 HeCJo ABa
yesioBeKka. JIIOAH NPHTALIKHIH 3TH BellH Ha mose. S pewHn
noHa6/oAaTh 3a HHMH CO CTODOHBl, C TeM YTOGH, NMOHSAB
HX 3aMBICJIBI, TIpeflynpeHTb 06 3ToM Tpeapaxa. Jlioan Mexay
TeM CHOBA HayaJlH pPa3roBOPhl M 3aXIJH CBOH MNaJOYKH.
Jlionn HHKOTAa He ToponsATcs! 3aTeM OMMH 4e/OBeK B3fJA
Jonaty M CTaj 3aBajHBaTh XOAb B KOJIOHHIO. DTO MeHs
yauBHJso. Besib 11151 OXOTH ¢ XOPbKaMH Hajl0 BbIFHaTb KPOJIH-
KOB H3 HOp, a He 3aphiBaTh XOAb! 3aTeM OAMH H3 Jiojed
JIOCTaJl KaKylo-TO TOHKYIO H30THYTYIO Belilb, OYeHb MOXOXYIO
Ha IUIeTH KyMaHHKH, — npojo/kaa Octposunct.— B3siB Takyio
JVIHHHYIO IUIeTb, KaXKAbi H3 NpHIUEJWHX Hajen ee Ha Te
MallHHB, KOTOpPHeE OHH MoJHeC]H K Hawum HopaM. Ilocani-
WAJIOCh IUHMEHHEe, H.. 3TO TPYAHO OGBACHHTb, HO BO3AYX
BAPYT CTaJl OYeHb CKBEPHbIM.
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Ha meHs noBesisio 3alaxoM M3 3THX IVIeTeH, H s BHE3aNHO
nepecta’j BHAETb H NMOYYBCTBOBaJ, YTO Majaio. §1 MpbIrHy.
H no6exaJsi, HO BAPYT 3aMeTHJ, YTo Gery HaBcTpeuy Joasm!
TyT i BOBPEMsl ONIOMHHJICSI, HO B TOJIOBE Y MeHsl BCE NMOMYTH-
Jock. Sl ynasm Ha 3eMJiI0 H 3aCThLI.

JIi04M 3aCyHyJIH I/IETH B OTKPbITbIe HOPBI. A 3aTeM st BAPYT
yBuzen Cka6uo3y. Bu, HaBepHoe, nmomsHTe Ckabuo3y? OH
Bblie3 M3 HOpbl. 1o Hemy GblIO BHAHO, YTO OH HaHIOXaJjcs
nIoxoro Bo3ayxa. Beansira He nouumas, uto nenaet. Koraa
JIOAH €ro 3aMeTHJH, OAHH W3 HHX nokasaa Ha CkaGuoasy,
H ero 3actpesiusu u3 pyxba. Hanetocn, uto Gennsira He oueHb
crpanan!

K 3ToMy BpeMeHH OTpaB/eHHbI BO3LYX MPOHHK B HaLIH
TYHHEJH H HOpbl. Mory ce6e npeacTaBHTb, YTO TaM TBOPH-
Jioch!

— Hukro He B cocTosiHHH 3TOro ce6e npeacTaBuTb! —
BOCKIHKHY] Kosokosbuuk. [lasble cran pacckasbiBaTh
yXKe OH:

— CymaToxa nojHsnach eule A0 TOro, Kak si MOHIOXaJ
3Ty WTYKy. [lepBbiMH ee yuysiii MOJIOfbIE KPOJIBYHXH H CTaJIM
pBaThcsi HapyXKy. Bce xoabl M TyHHeaH ObIH 3aGHTHI Kpo-
aukamH. OHH napanajuch W naBHaM Apyr apyra. Koe-kro
MOBepPHYJ/ Ha3aj, HO CHM3y M3 HOP HaNHpalH OTCTaBLUHE.
Bckope y BXOZOB NMOSIBHIHCh FOPH TPYMOB.

He 3Haio, KaKk s cnaccsi: y MeHsl GbJI OfIHH LIAHC M3 Thl-
csiyn. 1 Haxonuscsi Henaseko OT BXOJa, e TONTAJHCh
Jiofd. OHH O YeM-TO J0JIr0 TOBOPHJIH BO3Je CBOell MieTH,
H MHe M0Ka3aJoCh, YTO OHa y HMX MJoxo paGoTana. Kak
TOJILKO 51 Y4ysil 3TOT 3amax, sl CTaJ HcKaTb Bbixod. Bbl, Ha-
BepHoe, nmoMHuTe Haw Ilnockuit Xoa? B mocneanee Bpemsi
HM MaJio NOJIb30BaJIHCh, TaK KaK OH He BBIXOJMT HH B OIHO
HHTepecHoe Mecto. HaBepHoe, cam ®puc Ben Mens!

S1 nawen TIlnockuit Xoa H THXOHBKO [MOMNOJ3 MO HeMy.
N3 Hop moHocuics uyAoBHIIHHA wyM. S cabiwan som-
JM O TMOMOIWM H NMHCK KpoJibuaT, 30BYIIHX Matepeii. Odu-
uepsl MBITaJHUCh pasfaBaTh INPHKa3bl, HO HHKTO He cCiay-
was. TTpoKAATHA H CTOHB! MeIaJHCh C INYMOM OTHYasiHHOH
6opb6LL.

BHesanHo 51 yBuzes psjoM ¢ coGoi elle OXHOrO KpPOJIHKa.
310 66151 Kypocsen. Cpa3sy 6bijIo BHIHO, YTO €My OYeHb MJ10X0.
OH mieBaJiCl H TAXeJO AbllaJj, HO CKa3al, 4To, eCJH 5 eMy
NIOMOTY,. OH TOKaXeT MHe, rie BbixoA. OH uyacTo 3a6biBa
JOpOry, TaK YTO MHe NMPHXOAHJOCH TOJKaTh €ro, M OAHH pa3s
fl ero Jaxke YKyCHJI.
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Hakoren 51 nouysa cBeXHii BO34yX, H BCKOpe Mbl YBHIEJH,
YTO BBIXOAHM B JieC.

Janbue paccka3 cHoBa mpoio/mkana OCTpoJHcT:

— Tloutn Bcex KpOJIMKOB, BbiGeXaBLIMX Ha moJje, 3a-
crpesnad. HakoHell JloAM 3aKOHYHJH CBOE CTPALUHOE HeJIO.
OHH BbIHYJIH IJIETH M3 HOP M TNOBECHJIH TPYNbl HAa NaJKy.—
Tyt Ocrpoauct notepcsi Hocom o rosoBy Opexa.

— He pacckasbiBail 06 3ToM! — THX0 cka3an Opex.

— Bckope OrpomHblii XpyAyAHJb, He TOT, Ha KOTOPOM
npHexanu JIONM, a ApYroi, BHexasJ Ha Hawe mnoje. DTOT
OueHb IWiyMes H ObLI XKeJT, KaK noJeBas ropunua. CBOHMH
OrpOMHbIMH JlalaMH OH JepxKaJ nepej; co6oil 6oJbluyio CBEp-
KalolLyIo Belllb, [l OMHCAHHS KOTOPOi MHe He XBaTaeT CJOB!
CaM oH G6bla 1WHPOKMM, cTpawHbé, kak HHie, n oyeHb
6secTes. A 3Ta Belllb — He 3Hal0, KaK BaM 3TO nepejiaTb,—
oHa pasopBasa Hawe mose Ha uactu! Iloas mompocty He
craJjo! XpyayauJb TosKaJ nepen co60i 3eMJI0, KOPHH, KyCTH
H TO, 4TO GBLJIO MO 3eMJeH.

$1 Bce-Taku co6paJs Tpex cmacluuxcsi KpoJjukoB — Koso-
Kosibunka, Kypociena u ionoro )KaGpes. )KaGpeit ciyxua
B Aycse, U A cnpocus ero o Tpeapaxe, Ho )XaG6peit He mor
CKa3aTb MHe HM OJHOTO pasyMHoro cjoBa. Hageloch Bce e,
uyto Tpeapaxa NOCTHIJIa Jierkasi CMepTb.

Kypocnen Bckope coBcem o6esymena H 6oJTan epyHay,
ga U Mbl ¢ KOJIOKOIbUHKOM OBUIH He B JydYllieM COCTOSIHHH.
IToyemy-To MHe Bce BpeMsl BCMOMHHaJcs JloxMau. S nomuua,
KaK i IleJ apecToBblBaTb €ro, H Telnepb MHe XOTeJOCh
CKa3aTb eMy, 4TO 51 bl He Mpas.

BueTBepoM MBI TNOLLIH BHH3 MO peke. B aTy ke Houb
B Jecy ymep YKaGpeit.

B KOHIle KOHLOB Mbl IOIUIH A0 pekH. Bckope Mbl Haiuju
MecTo Balle#i nepenpaBul. B mecke noa oTkocom GblI0 MHOTO
KpOJIHubHX cenoB. OHH NpepbiBajiiCh, a 3TO 3HAYWJO, YTO
Bbl NepenJbliH peKy. 51 Toxe nmepemiblsl peKy, 3a MHO# MocJe-
JOBaJIH ApYTHE, H 5l CHOBA OTBHICKaJ BalUH CJE/bl.

IotoM Ham noBeaJsio. Bo BcsikoM cilyyae, MBl Tak AyMaJiu
cHayaAa. Houblo Mbl BCTPETHJIH XJIECCHJIS, CTAPOTO JKHJIMCTO-
ro KpOJIHKa C LiapandHaMH M LwpaMaMH Ha Hocy. OH cKasaj,
YTO HeBjajleKe HAXOAHTCA KPOJHUYbS KOJOHHf, H MNOKa3aJ
HaM Tyaa Ropory.

Mu gowaH A0 nojs, HO TaK YCTaJH, 4YTO 3aCHYJH
B MepBOH monasuiefics KaHaBe. I He B cHax Obla 3aCTaBUTb
MOHX KPOJIHKOB MOJEXYPHTb M caM Bckope 3acHya. Koraa
sl POCHYJICA, GHJIO 6aH3KO K HH-DPpHCY.
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Bce 6buIO THXO, MaxJo TOJBKO KPOJMKAMH, H BCe e
sl TMOYYBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO HesamHoe. §I pa36ymua Koaokosb-
uMKa M cobupancs pa3bynuth Kypocsena, KOTOphli rpoMko
6penus, Kak BAPYT HAac OKPYXHJA To/Na KPOJNHKOB. DTo
GBlIH BCe TOJICThie OTPOMHbiE NAPHH, H OHH KaK-TO CTPaHHO
MaxJH.

— Mmul 3HaeM, KaK OHH maxJu,— 3ameTHs Jloxmau.

— OmuH M3 3THX KpOJIMKOB ckasas: «$1 — JIbBuHas
MacTb. A KTO Bbl H YTO BaM 3/ieCb Hano?» 1 cka3an uM, 4TO
Mbl pasbiCKMBaeM KPOJIMKOB Hauel KosnoHun — Opexa, Tls-
Toro H Jloxmaya. Kak TosbKO fi BBIMOJIBUM 3TH C/IOBA, OH
NOBepHYJICA K CBOHM M 3akpuuana: «Bor oun! Jlepxute ux!
Psute ux Ha yactu!» TyT Bce Gpocunch Ha Hac. OJHH H3 HUX
nopsaJ MHe yxo, npexae yeM KoJIOKOJBUHK Cymes ero ot-
TawuTh. Mbl CXBaTHJIHCh cO Beeil Hx Toamoil. OT yauBaeHus
H HEOXHMIAHHOCTH 51 BHayaJe HeMHororo ctous. OJHaKo MHe
NOKa3aJI0Ch CTPaHHbIM, YTO TaKHe BeJIHKaHbl COBCEM He YMeloT
JApaThCs H He 3HAIOT MPOCTEHIIHX NpHeMOB 605 KosIoKOMbUHK
c6UIT C HOT JBOHX, KaM{AbIl H3 KOTOPbIX Obl BABOE Bbilile
ero poctoM. B KoHlie KOHIIOB HaM MpHULIOCh GexaTb, NOTOMY
YTO MX GblIO CHIIKOM MHoro. Korja mel 6bin yxe najeko,
TO BCNMOMHWJIM, YTO OCTaBHJH nosanu cnsimero Kypocsena.
W BoT nocsne ToOro, uto Mel nepeHecad, Gemubii Kypocsen
noru6 OT Jan KPOJHKOB! ,

— Tlo-moeMy, 3TO — HeC/]BbIXaHHBI MO30p! — TYyT Xe
BCTaBHJI 3eMJISIHHKA.

— Mpi MYaJIHCh NO NOJISIM BJIOJIb Y3KOTO Pyubsl, H 4acTb
9THX KPOJIMKOB Hecslach 33 HaMH,— MpoposKaJ OcTposuct.—
Tyt s nogyMana: «YGbio XOTb OfHOro H3 Hux!» Mue Gblio
CTBIAHO, YTO MBI YAPaJIH, CNacasi CBOH WIKYpPbl, H OCTaBHJIH
6oapHoro Kypociena. §I yBugen, uto JIbBuHasi [TacTe Gexur
prepead. SI nan emy ce6s forHaTh, a 3aTeM IOBepHYJCS
M c6ua ero ¢ Hor. S xoren pacrepsaTh ero, Kak BAPYr OH
nponuwan: «He y6usait mens! §I ckaxy, Kyda yuuIH Balld
npy3sbsi».— «CKOpee FOBOpPH»,— CKa3aj fl, YCTaBHB KOI'TH
3aJHHX Jlal eMy B XHBOT. «OHH MOIWIH Ha XOJMBI,— NPO-
GopmMoTaJ oH, 3aasixasicb.— Ha Bbicokue xosmbi! Bauu Kpo-
JUKH ywau Byepa yTpom!» IloHsB, uTo OH GoJibllle HHYEro
He 3HaeT, i TOJbKO Mouapanaj ero W ormyctua. Bosbie
MHE TMOYTH Heyero ckasaTb,— npogo/xkan Octposnuer.—
Ovuenb Goseslo yxo, U st BHHHA ce6a B ruGesn Kypocsena.
Y MeHs ocTaBajach JIHLIb OJHA MbiCAb: HaiTH Jloxmaua
H CKasaTb €My, YTo OH Gbla npaB, Koraa GexkaJ M3 Halued
KOJIOHHH.
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Haxkonen Ha cjiefylolMii JeHb Mbl NMPHULIH K XOJAMaM.
Mbl yKe HHYero He onaca/iuCh H LUJH 1O OTKPBITOMY MeCTy
B COBHHOe BpeMs. Banaunack Houb, a KpYroMm He GblJIO HH Jeca,
HH yKpuITHA. TYT BCe y MeHs B Ii1a3ax CTaJjio ABOHTbCH. SIcHO,
KaK 3Ty TpaBy, fi yBulen CKkaGHO3y M ycJbllliaj ero BOMUb,
51 yBugen Tpeapaxa u )Ka6pes. 51 3Ban Jloxmaua, HO He HaJe-
SIJICS €ero YBHAETb. §1 MOMHIO, KaK OTOLLeJ OT IVIETHS Ha moJe
B Halex[e, YTO MPHAYT 3JIHJH, YTOGL! MEHs NMPHKOHYHTb, HO
KOTZa fi npHiues B ce6si, TO YBUIEJ, YTO NePef0 MHOI CTOHT
Opex.

INMomonyaB, oH K06aBHJ:

— Tenepb Bul mNoHMMaeTe, Kak Mbl ¢ KoJsokoJsbunKoM
CYaCTJIHBBI, YTO OKa3aJHChb BHOBb cpean Apy3ei. Jloporoii
Jloxmau, 3Hait, YT0 B Ty HOYb He i XOTeJ apecToBaTh Tebs,
3T0 Gbl1 APYrofi KPOJHK, H 3TO GbiJIO JaBHBIM-1aBHO.

C Ttoro momenta kak OcrpoJucT B noayGpeny mo6paJics
K MOLHOXKHMIO YOTEePILUHNCKOrO XOJIMa, €1Ba JIH NpOILes OfHH
JieHb, HO OH Y)Ke NMOYTH coBceM Hclesuics. Bosee xe serko-
Mblc/IeHHbIA KOJIOKO/IbYHK, HECMOTPSI Ha TsXKeJloe MOTPsiCeHHe,
u BooGLle uyBCTBOBaJ ce6Gsi npekpacHo. Opex W ero ToBa-
PHLLM MepeXXHIH OrpoMHOe rope H rayGokuit yxac. Bo Bpemst
pacckasa OctpoJucra lopliouek niakasa ¥ ApoxKaJ, y3HaB
o cmeptH Cka6Ho3nl, a )Keanyab v Beponnka uyTh He 3anox-
HyJIHCb OT KOHBYJIbCHH, Korja KoJsiokosbuHK pacckasan MM
0 TOM, KaK OTPaBJSIOWMA a3 cesl CMepTb MOA 3eMJeR.
YyBcTBa MX HH B Koeil Mepe He OblIM NPHTBOPHBLIMH HJIH
JKHBBIMH.

KpoJnky 3abiXauch BMECTe C HECYAaCTHBIMH B OTpaBJleH-
HBIX HOPaX, OHH FOpeJH APOCThIO, cayiuasi o cyabbe Kypocae-
na, moruGilero B KaHaBe,— TaKoBa G6blla MX TPH3HAa MO
ymepunm! Ho korma pacckas mogoies K KOHLY, anneTdT
B3flJ CBOE.

Boislo 66 npekpacHo, ecii Gnl MOrHGlIHE MOIJH Bep-
HyTbcsi! A moka HyXHO 6bLIO LIMNATh TPaBy, FPH3Th 3epHO,
PBHITb HOpH H crnaTh!

Korza OCTpoJMCT OKOHuHJA cBofl paccka3, Opex craa
oGHIOXHBaTb ero yxo. BocmaseHHoe H HarHoHBuieecsi, OHO
BHCEJIO PBaHBIMH JIOXMOTbSIMH.

— KoJIOKO/IbYHK HEIJIOXO MOAAepKHBaJ TBOH Ayx! —
cka3an Opex Ocrpoancty.— Ho xajb, 4To OH He MOYHCTHA
TeGe paHy.

Opex npuHsaacs Bmecte ¢ CepeGpHcThiM 06pabaThiBaTh
6GosibHOe yxo. KpoBb Ha HeM 3aneksack, Tak 410 pa6ota 3Tta
Tpe6oBaJia Gosbworo TepneHns. Koraa Opex BuIH3aa AJIHH-
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Hble pBaHble PaHbl, OHH CHOBAa CTaJH KPOBOTOUMTb. XOTs
OCTpOJIHCT CTapaJicsi He AepraThCsi, OH pbluaJ oT 60JIH H Tono-
Tann nanamH, Tak uto CepeGpHCTHI JoMas ceGe roJosy, 4em
6bl OTBJIEYb €ro BHHMaHHe.

— Opex,— HaKoHel cKa3as oH.— Tbl roBopud, uTO y Te-
651 mosiBMU/Iach KaKasi-TO MbIC/b HacyeT 3Toil MblwK? UTo Thl
3anyman?

— Bce ouenb npocto,— otBeyan Opex.— Mbl KuBeM
B HE3HAaKOMOM MecTe, H HaM HYyXHbl Apy3bs. SICHO, uTO OT
snuelt 106pa He NOXAELIbCH, HO €CTb M APYrHe CO3JaHHs,
HEe 3JIMJM: NTHUB, MBILM K HoHbl — exu. Mx Bparu — 3to
W Haww Bpard. Hano caenath Bce Bo3aMOXKHOE, YTOGb! C HHMH
MOAPY XKHTbCS.

— Yem onn MOTYT HaM nomoub? — cka3san Cepe6pHCThIi,
BLITHpasi HOC, 3amaukaHHblii KpoBbio Ocrposucra.— OHH He
MOTYT PbITh, OHH HE MOTYT HaM J0GbIBaTh MHULLY, OHH HE MOTYT
3a Hac cpaxatbcd. OHH GyAyT APYXKeMIOGHO K HaM OTHO-
CHTBCS, HO 3THM JeJI0 H KOHUMTCA. § cablag, Kak 3Ta Mbllib
numana: «Te roBopn — oHa mpuiiTh». JlepxKy napu, Bce OHH
aparca! Haneloch, Th He co6GHpaeiubcsi HaGHTh Hall AOM
MBbILIAMH H POTraThIMH XyKaMH?

— Ji;ns Hauana MBIIUH MOTYT HaM BCe PacCKas3aTb 06 3TOM
Mecre.

— OHu paccKaXyT To, 4to 3HaioT Mblwn! Kposukam
HYXXHO coBceM HHoe!

— Bcero nosesnee aia Hac Gbiia 6bl NTHLA! — 33adyM-
yuBO cka3an Opex.— Mb! JleTaTh He yMeeM, a NTHLb! JETAIOT
Ha nanekue paccrosinus. Ecam kto-uuGyab H3 BaC BCTPeTHT
KaKyio-HHGYaAb NTHLY He H3 MOPOAb 3JHJell M OHa mompo-
CHT MOMOILH, Paju BCEro CBSITOro, nomorute efi! YnyctHTb
TaKoOH cJyyail — Bce PaBHO YTO OCTaBHTb MODKOBb THHTb
Ha noJe!

— HWpes npekpacHasi, HO TaKHX Cjy4aeB — eIHHHIbI! —
B pasgymbe 3ameTHJ CMOpOAHHA.

— $1 rotoB nomoub! — Becesio ckasaa CepeGpHCThbiil.—
Jeno crosimee! MoxeT G6bITb, MHe YJAacTC YBHIETb, KakK
JloxMau HAHYHTCH C MOJeBKaMH!

Korza KposiMKH BblIe3/H Ha cHJbdJell H NpHGIH3HINCD
K GYKOBOM pollle, HAaBCTPeuy HM MOKa3aJMCh 4eM-TO BecbMa
J0BOJIbHbIe Beponnka H XOKGHT.

— Pe6sita! Mbi BeTpeTna ellle OAHY Mbilib! OHa OTKy-
[a-To y3Hajla MpO MCTOPHIO C MyCTeJbro# W Gblia C HaMH
BecbMa Jio6e3Ha. Mbllib OKa3ana HaM OJHO MeCTeUKO B CTO-
poHe OT Jieca. «Bul J06HTh XOpollas TpaBa? — CHPOCHJA
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oHa Hac.— Tam oueHb xopowasi». Mbl OTHpaBHJIHCh TyAa.
TpaBa Tam OTMeHHas.

Ha wwupokoM BbIroHe pocna B CaMoM fele OTJHYHAs
TpaBa BbIILHHOIO OKOJIO NoymMeTpa. UyBCTBYS NpHATHOE YAOB-
JIeTBOPEHHE OT TOro, YTO COGLITHA MOATBEPAHJIH €ro MPaBoTy,
Opex npuHsJCA XeBaTb HeXHble KyCTHKH KieBepa. HekoTo-
poe BpeMsi BCe TOXKE MOJIYa IUHMAJH KieBep.

— Ymubiit Thl nmapedb, Opex,— CKa3aJ, HaKOHel HaeB-
wnch, OctpoancT.— BoT H ¢ MbIlBIO Y Te6si OTIHYHO MOJay-
yusoch! KoHeyHo, Mbl 6bl H CaMH B KOHIE KOHLOB HallJIH
3TOT y4acToOK, HO He TaK GbICTpO.

Opex Gbl1 OYeHb JOBOJIEH.

— Tenepb HaM He HaJO CNyCKAaTbCS K MOAHONKHMIO XOJAMa
KaXIblii pa3, KaK Mbl 3aXOTHM NoecTb BKycHo# TpaBhl! OnHa-
KO, OCTPOJIHCT, OT Te6si MaXHET KPOBbIO, H 3TO MOXET IIOXO
Konuutbes! MineMte B polty, NOCHAHM OKOJO HOPHI!

44, rureap
S8

PaHHMM fICHBIM YTPOM, BbIGPAaBLIMCh H3 HOP Ha CHJIb-
¢aieit, Jloxmau u CepeGpuCTbIii NPHIJIAAWIH YLIH, TOHIOXAIH
BO3JyX M, HamMpaBJAAfCb K BbLIFOHY C KJEBEPOM, 3ampbiraJn
HaneperoHKH CO CBOHMH NJIHHHBIMH TEHSIMH.

IMyts ux wesn mo HeBbiCOKOH TpaBe. To mpHcaxuBasich
MepeKyCHTb, TO OCMaTPHBasiCb BOKPYT, OHH NPHGIH3HIHCH
K HerJyGokof sime. BHe3zanHo ckaKaBiuui Brepemu Jloxmau
OCTaHOBHJICSH, COTHYB CIHHY, H CTaJl BHHMaTe/bHO YTO-TO pac-
CMaTpHBaTh.

Jlaxe He ycneB 3ar/siHyTb B SIMY, OH NOHSJI, YTO TaM CHAHT
KaKoe-TO KpynHoe »uBoTHoe. CnpsiTaBIIHCh B rycTOil TpaBe
M BBICYHYB OTTyJla ONHH Hoc, JloxmMauy cymesn paccMoTpeThb
TOJIbKO 4blo-TO Geayio weio. HenssecTHoe emy cylecTBo 6bij0o
pasmepoM ¢ camoro Jloxmaua. 3amMepeB Ha MecCTe H He IBILa,
Jloxmau npojosxkaj BecTH Ha6miogeHHe. )KHBOTHOe He ABH-
rajoch.

— Y koro GuiBaeT Gesnasi cnuHa? — cnpocua Jloxmau
y Cepe6pucroro.

TNonymaBs, TOT OTBETHJI:

— Tloxanyii, TOJbKO Y KOLUKH.

— 3necb He MOXeT GbiTb Koluek!
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B 3TOT MOMEHT M3 AMBl MOCJBILIAJNOCH TJyXOe C MNpH-
CBHUCTOM LHHTIEHHE.

EnuHcTBEHHble yuesieBILHe NpeACTaBHTENH COHAIb(OPA-
ckoit Aycabl JToxmau u Cepe6GpHCTBIf Gbliin 0 ce6e JOBOJIBHO
BbICOKOrO MHEHHS.

OHH 3HaJIH, YTO TOBAPHLIH OTHOCSATCS K HHM C H3BECTHBIM
MOYTEHHEM: HeUIyTOYHasi CXBAaTKa C KpbiCaMH B 3aGpoOLieH-
HOM am6ape JioKasania, yero oHH ctosT. OJHAaKO eciH B Ty
HOYb, Korjaa JIoxmaua oXBaTHJ CyeBEPHBIH yXKac NPH BCTpeue
co crpauwHbiM Yepunim KposnkoM, OH He moGosijicsi OTKpo-
BEHHO MPH3HATbCH, YTO CTPYCHJ, TO CefiYac MbICJb O TOM, YTO
eMy mnpuaetcsi BepHyTbcsi B CoThl H OTpPanoproBaTh, 4YTO,
BCTPETHB HE3HAKOMOE CYWIeCTBO, OH yapaJ, Gbna Jloxmauy
oueHb He Mo BKycy. BarnsimyB Ha CepeGpucTOro u 3aMeTus,
YTO TOT TOXKe 3aXercsi 60eBbIM MblJIoM, JIoxmMay cmeso noxo-
weJ K siMe.

B simMe cupena coBceM He Kowka. Tam npsaTtanach 60.ib-
was nriua. KposMkH HHKOrZa He BCTpeyasH TaKHX NTHIL
Besoe nsiTHO, KOTOpoe OHH HM3[ajH 3aMEeTHJH, NOKPHIBAJIO
TUIeYH W 1Ie0, a CMHHA MTHUBI Gblna cBeTJio-cepasi. Kopuu-
HeBasl roJioBa o KOHTPacTy c Gesioil Iueeii Bbrisjena uyep-
Hofi. KasaJsioch, YTO NTHUA HOCHT uYepHbifi KamowoH. Kpo-
JIHKH 3aMeTHJH TaKXe, YTO KaXXJasf M3 ee MNepenoH4aThiX
Jlan BOOpY»eHa TpeMsi CHJbHbIMH KOrTsMH. OCTpbifi KiIIOB
NTHUB 3arH6ajcs Kuudy. OTYasiHHO 3allHNeB, NTHUA Pa3H-
HyJa KIOB H TOKa3ajsa KpacHylo nactb. OHa mbitasnachk
YAapHTb KPOJNHMKOB, HO MOYeMY-TO He MOIJIa CABHHYTbCA
C MecTa.

— Oma, HaBepHoe, paHeHa,— cKa3aa Jloxmau.

— He mory nousTs, rae pana. Hago oGoiith ee ¢ Thia,—
cka3asn CepeGpHCTHIN.

— bBeperucs,— npepynpeaua ero Jloxmay.— OHa MoxkeT
JOCTaTh Te6s KJIOBOM.

O6xons simy, CepeGpPHCTBI CAHIIKOM GJH3KO MOJOLIE
K NTHIE, H eMy elBa yAaJochb BOBPeMSl OTMNPHICHYThb, YTOGH!
H36exkaTb CHJIBHOTO yAapa.

— OHa uyTb He mepewn6aa TeGe Jamy,— ckasas Jlox-
Mau.
JloraaeiBasich, 4TO NTHLA He MOXeT BHIGPATbCs H3 MBI,
KPOJIHKH yCeJHCb Ha Kpalo, pa3rasiiibiBasi ee, a OHa pa3pa-
3UJlaChb OTYasiHHBIMH XPHMIIBIMM KpWKamu: «fapk! Flapk!
HPapk!».

Osanavennsie Jloxmau H CepeGpPHCTHII MOBEPHYJIHCH
H MycTHJHCb HayTeK. HeBaanieke OT HOp OHH OCTaHOBHJIHCb,
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yTo6bl NEpeBeCTH AYX H C JAOCTOMHBIM BHIAOM NMPUGIH3HTHLCA
K KOJIOHHH.

Onnako Opex, BEIeAUHH UM HABCTpeuy, cpasy Xe 06-
paTHJ BHHMaHHe Ha TO, YTO Y HHX paCIUHPeHbl 3pauku
H JIPOXKAaT HO3ADH.

— YK He BCTPETHJH JIH Bbl 3junei? — cnpocua Opex.

— DByae s npokasAT, ecan cymeio B 3ToM pa3oGpaTbes!
Tam cuput Gosbluasi ntuua! B >ku3HH Takux He BHpaa! —
cka3an Jloxmau.

— Bpone ¢asauna?

— Her, wmenbme poctom,— npusHaics Jloxmay.— Ho
KpynHee ronyGsi M ropasao cCBHpenee.

— U oHa TaK rPOMKO KPHYHT?

— Jla, u 51 ouenb nepenyraJjcs. [Touemy-To oHa He MOXeT
JBHHYTbCAI C MecTa.

— 3HauuT, OHa yMHpaeT?

— Henoxoxe.

— Tloitny-ka u s B3rnsiHyTb Ha Hee,— cka3san Opex.

— Ona ouenb cpupena! Panu Bcero cssitoro, 6yab ocTo-
poxen! )

Bckope Bce TPH KpoJIHKa yCeJHCh N00JaJNb OT NTHLbI, BHE
npejesioB AOCATAaEMOCTH ee KJIOBa.

Opex 3aroBOpHJ C NTHUEH Ha CMeLIaHHOM HapeyuH MoJei.
H JIecoB:

— Tbl panen? Thl He MOXellb JieTaTh?

OTBeToM eMmy 6blJIO NpepbIBHCTOe GOPMOTaHHE HAa KaKOM-
TO, KaK MM TNOKa3aJoch, HHO3eMHOM si3bike. HakoHen Hawu
KPOJIMKH CyMeJiH Pa3o6paTb HECKOJbKO 3HAKOMBIX CJIOB:

— Bor npuittn y6utb! Hlapk! Flapk! Y6uts! Hapk!
Hymaii, 5 — xonen! 51 — eme He Kowenu! S Bac Kpenko pa-
nuth! Mapk!

Ituua Tak GHICTPO BepTeJa roJIOBOH, YTO rososa ee
MOTasach H3 CTOPOHB B CTOpOHy. BHe3anHo oHa BOH3HJa
CBOH KJIOB B 3€MJIIO.

— MtHe KaxeTcsi, OHa YMHpaeT C TOJOLY,— CKasala
Opex.— Hapo 6b1 HakopMHUTB ee. JIoxmau, HAH cOGepH HEMHO-
ro yepseii!

— UYero, yero?

— CoGepu uepseii!

— IJT0 MHe-TO co6HpaTb uepBeit?

— Pasge Bac B Aycie 3TOMy He yuusu?

Heckosnbko ockop6iieHHblil TakuM mnpenoxeHuem, Jlox-
Mauy B KOHLle KOHLOB mpucoenuHuics K Opexy, H OHH BMecTe
CTaJ KOBLIPATb CYXyio 3eMJio. 3a nocsenHee BpeMsi J0XKAei
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6610 MaJsio, @ YepBH PefKO BCTPeyaloTCs Ha XOoJMax Haxe
B JOXUIHBYIO TOTOLY.

— A ec/M HaM NMpPHTALIHTbL €if JKYKOB, MOKPHLl HJH elle
yero-HHOYAb B 3TOM pofe? — mpeanoxua Jloxmau.

Co6paB HECKOJILKO FHHJIBIX CYYKOB, KPOJIHKH MPHHECIH HX
K fiMe.

— Bor. Hacekomble! — ckazan Opex, ¢ onackoil mpo-
TAHYB NTHUE CYYOK.

ItHua B ofHY MHMHYTY pacilenuia BeTKY H NPOIJOTHJIA
BCeX NpHTaHBUIMXCA B Heil XyukoB. Bckope B sime o6paso-
BaJlach KydyKa Mycopa, a KPOJIHKH TAlMJH M TALIMIH CioAa
BCe, M3 Yero -MOXHO Obio H3BJeub muiuly. Jloxmau Haulesa
KyuKy JIOLIaJHHOTO HaBO3a, MpeojoJeBasi OTBpalleHHe, CO-
GpaJsl yepBel W MpHHEC HX MO OfHOMY K siMe. Opex noxsaJiui
ero, Ho JIoxMay ToJibKO MpoGopMoTa:

— CMoTpH, He cMeil TOBOPHTb O MOMX yCnexax Ha 3TOM
TOTIpHIle COPOKAM, a TO OHH 06 3TOM MOBCIOAY Pa33BOHAT!

Bckope KpOMMKH BBIGHJIHC M3 CHJI, a NTHIA, MOEB, MO-
cMoTpesa Ha Opexa W cKasana:

— Konuaa ectb. 3auem Tol 3TO menan?

— Tot paHen? — crmpocua Opex.

IlItHua MOnO3pHTEJBbHO B3IVISIHYJ1a Ha Hero:

— Her, He panen! Muoro eme cun aas 6os! IToka —
ocraTbesl 37ech!

— TIlnoxoe 310 Mecro,— ckasan Opex.— OcraTtbes
3gecb — KoHeu! Ipuger xom6a, npuger sictpe6!

— Bcex Kk yepry! Y6bio!

— B camom nene, ona Gyner 3mopoBo npatbes! I'otos
6utbcs 06 3aknan! — ckasaa JIoxmay, BOCXHLUEHHO TJsiAs
Ha JBYXBEPLIKOBbI KJIIOB NTHUbI H €€ TOJCTYIO Lleio.

— TloruGHeiub, ecJanm oOCTaHeWIbCA 3feChb! — 3aMeTHJ
Opex.— Ho Mbl, MOXeT GbiTb, CymeeM Te6e MOMOYb.

— He Goarait!

— Hnem,— ckasan Opex npusTtensim.— Ilyctb cama ot-
6GHBaeTCs OT 3JHJei.

K Beuepy Opex cHoBa HampaBHJcsl K sfiMe B Jsecy. Ilthua
CHIesa Ha MecTe, HO, Ka3ajocb, ycTaja H MOPSAKOM OC-
na6ena.

— Hy kak? Cpaxanach /it Thl ¢ fCTpeGOM? — CPOCHJ
Opex.

— He GopoTbes, He cpaxatbes! Habaonats, Ha6noaath
Hajo! Ilnoxo!

— Tobl rosnoanasn?

TMrtuua He oTBeuana.
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— 3Ha#l, KpoJHKH He efaT ntuu! Mbl TeGe nomoxem!

— 3auem?

— 270 HeBaxHO. Mbl Te6f ykpoem. B Gosbiuoit sime.
Tam ectb ena!

INtHua 3agymanace.

— Horu 3p0posbl. Kpuljio nioxo, coBceM M1oxo Kpblio!

— Hpem co muoit! larai nanamu!

— Ecan Thl MeHsi paHHTb, i Te6si PaHHTb K uepTsm!

Opex oTBepHyJ/ICAl, HO NTHLA CHOBa MOAaJa roJoc:

— Janeko su Bama siMa?

— $Ima 61u3Ko!

— Torna uarn!

INtuua ¢ 6o/bWIHM TPYAOM MOAHSAMNACH, Ka4asiCh HA CHJIb-
HbIX KPOBaBO-KpaCHbIX JIamaX, H OTKPbIA KPbUibsl, TaK 4TO
Opex, HMcnyraHHbli HX OrpOMHBIM pa3MaxoM, elBa ycrea
OTCKOYHTb MNoJaJiblle.

OpHaKo yepe3 MHHYTY NTHLUA C FPUMAcoil 6OJIH CIOXKHAA
Kpbl/Ibsl.

— Kpbito naoxo! Uay!

WX nosBieHHe B KOJOHHH BbI3Bano Gosbiuoe Gecno-
Ko#ictBo, Ho Opex 3acTaBHJ BCeX 3aMo.iyaTb M TIPO3HO
cka3sasa OnyBanunky u Kpyuwmne:

— He cuaute Ge3 pena! Iltuua paneHa, H HaJo #aTh ei
y6exume. JXeayas u Tol, Ilarteit, ounntecs! Ham nonamo-
GuTCS LIMPOKasi, HO HerMy6oKas HOpa C MJIOCKHM MOJIOM.

— Ho Beab MBI ¥ Tak pbliH Bechb JeHb, Opex!

— $1 3Halo, HO 51 TOXKe MOMOry BaM KomaTb!

Aptoputer Opexa sIBHO mojBepraJjici ONACHOCTH. Y AWB-
JIeHHBIE M YCTaJjible KPOJIMKH NMOBHHOBAJHCb €My C YrpPIOMBIM
BOpYaHHEM.

Jluwb JloxMaya IJIeHHJa CMeJIOCTb H CHJa HEOXHAaH-
HOM TOCTbH, H OH C BOCTOPrOM DPYKOBOJHJI YCTPOACTBOM ee
KHJIbS.

IMonas B GyKoBblit Jec, NTHIA OYyBCTBOBana ce6d B OT-
HOCHTEJ/IbHOMH 6€30MacHOCTH H, Mpbirasi Ha Jamnax, crajza cama
no6uiBaTh ce6Ge MpoMHTaHMe.

K yTpy nofo3pHuTe/ibHOE OTHOLIEHHE YePHOTroJIoBOM Yaiiku
(a 370 Gblla KMEHHO OHa) K KPOJIMKaM H3MEHHJIOChb, HHCTHHK-
THBHOE JeJaHHe GOblTh BMeCTe CO CTaedl B3fJO BepX Haj
ee onaceHusiMH — H TyT Jloxmau cras efi BepHHIM TOBapH-
wem. OH H CABIILIATL HE XOTeJ O TOM, YTOGBl OHA caMa J0-
GuiBasia. ceGe MUILY, H K HH-PpPHCY KPOJHKH HaHECJIH B HO-
Py Kyuy JKYKOB, TaK YTO NTHLA eABa ycneBaja TIJOTaTb.
Jloxmay ocTajcsi CHIEeTb BO3Je NMTHUBI, YacaMu cJayllas ee
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pacckasbl. Ha BeuepHem cuabdiiee on nogowen k Opexy
n Cepe6pucromy.

— Hawe#t nthue ceifuac ropasgo Jayuuwe! OHa oueHb
myxecrBeHHas! $puc Bequkuit! Uto y Hee 3a xu3Hb! Bl
caMH He 3HaeTe, YTO TepsieTe, He CJyllasi pacckasoB O ee
NPHKMIOYEHHAX!

— A oHa He cka3saja, KTO ee TaK H3yBeuH.a?

— Tltuua cena Ha ABOP ycaab6bl, U TYT Ha Hee 6POCHaIaCh
Kowka. OfHO KPBUIO y NTHUbI MOBPEXAEHO, HO, MO-BHIH-
MOMY, H KollKe Kpenko jgocraJjocb! [TogxymaTs TosbKO! [1THLA,
a cpaxaeTcs ¢ KowKkoii! A noyemy 6bl M KPOJIHKY He HanacTb
Ha kowky? Her, no-BuauMMoMmy, Mosi Kapbepa ellle TOJbKO
HayHHaeTcs!

— A uTo 3TO 3a RTHUA? — nepe6GuJ pas30lLeALLerocs
Jloxmaua Opex.

— M-He 5T0 He coBceM sicHO,— oTBeTHJ Jloxmauy.— Ecan
A He owwHG6alOChb, TaM, OTKYAa OHa NpHJeTesa, HX XpeHpbl!
Bo3ayx KaxeTcsi GeJIiM OT HX Kpbl/ibeB, a THe3l TaM GoJblue,
4eM JIHCTbEB B Jiecy...

— A rze 3170? Mbl HHKOrjla Takoro He BHAeJH!

— TlTHua TOBOPHT, YTO 3TO TaM, IAe 3eMJsi KOHYaeTcs,
rjae ee yxe 6oJbllie HeT.

— Pasymeercsi, 3emssi Fhe-To KOH4aeTcsi. A uTo Tawm,
3a KOHLOM 3eMJIH?

— A Tam Boza!

— Peka, TH Xouelib CKa3aTb?

— Her, Tam Boaa, orpomnas Boga! JIpyroro KoHua BOAbI
He BHAHO. MoxeT GbiTb, y Hee H HeT KoHua? [Ipu3HaTbCs,
5l 3lleCb Yero-To He MOHHMaIo!

— Moxxer, 3Ta nNTHUA BpeT?

— Her, atoro He MoXeT 6biTh! — cKa3aJl C yBePEHHOCTbIO
Jloxmau.— flTHua pacckasbiBaeT, YTO 3Ta BOAa BCe BpeMs
JBHXeTcs1 H Obercss o Geper. Boma npou3BoauT Kakoii-to
0cOGbifi WYM, H KOrja NTHLUA He CJBLILIHT 3TOrO INyMa, OHa
oyeHb Mo HeMy ckydaeT. KcraTth, 3T0 — camen u 30ByT ero
Kuxap. Tak e OHH Ha3bIBalOT H IIyM 3TOH OrPOMHON BOABI.

3axoasilee COJHUE MaAajo Ha CaMylo BEepIIHHY X0JMa,
OT TPaBhl JIOXHJIHCh AJHHHble TeHH, a NPOXJafHBIA BO3AyX
6s1aroyxas THMbSIHOM M LBETYLIUM IIHIIOBHHKOM.

OxuHyB co6paBiUHXCsA B3rasaoM, Opex 3aMeTHJs, 4TO Bce
OHH BHINIANAT CHJIbHef, 310pOBee H CyacT/IHBeH, 4eM B Te
JIHH, KOrjJia MPHIIH ClOAa.

UYro 6bl HH cayuusoch B GydylueM, ceffuac BpeMsi onpaB-
AbiBasio Bee ycHaus Opexal
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— Ecau 5 He own6aioch,— Hauaa Opex,— HaM XHBeTCA
agech Hemsoxo! Mbl yXe Gosiblie He KydyKa XjaeccuJeit!
U Bce e MeHsl TPEBOXKHT OJHH BONPOC. Mbl JO/KHbI HalTH
Ha Hero OTBeT, HHaye Hallla KOJIOHHs, HECMOTPSA Ha BCe HALIH
cTapaHHs, noruGuer!

— Kak 310? B uem xe geno, Opex? — cnpocua Jloxmau.

— Tlomuute au Bul HusbapoxeitH? — orsetna Opex Bo-
NpocoM Ha BOMpoC.

— Omna nepecraja GeraTb! Ham ouenb xaJsko 3eM/siHu-
Ky, HO TpH 4eM TyT oHa? — cnpocus Jloxmau.

— ¥ Hac HeT HY OAHOM KPOJIbYHXH, a Pa3 HET KPOJIbUHX,
3HAUMT, HET M KPOJbYaT, a 6e3 HHX uyepe3 HeCKOJbKO JeT
Hallell KOJIOHHH KoHew! — 3asBua Opex.

B oTBeT KpoJMKH npoMoJuajH, Ho Opex MOHsJ, 4TO ero
CJIOBa MOMaJH B LeJb.

ConHue HbipHyso eue Huxke. Hakoneu Cmopoauka
CNIPOCHJI:

— Yro XK HaM, ONATb KyAa-TO HATH?

— MHe 6bl XOTeJOCb NPHBECTH OTKYJa-HHGYAb KPOJb-
uux,— ckasaa Opex.

— Ha xonmax Her kposnnkoB, kpome Hac! e ux
HafTH?

— Y Hac ecTb nthua! OHa MOXeT pa3BeiaTb OKpYyry
H NMPHHECTH HaM HyXHble cBeleHHs!

— 370 6necrawian uues, Opex-pa! — BockankHyn Cmo-
poauna.— ITHIA 32 OMH JeHb pa3y3HaeT CTOJBbKO, CKOJBKO
HaM He pa3y3HaTh H 3a ThicAuy AOHefi! A Kak TH Aymaellb:
CyMeeM Mbl ee YrOBOPHTb?

— He 3naio,— otBeuan Opex.— [Toka Hago ee xopo-
o KOPMHTb M ynoBaTb Ha Oyayuee. ITonmTafica Bce xe
OGBACHHTL €, KaK 3TO Il Hac BaXKHO, Pas YX Thl C Heil
noapyxuics, Jloxmau! Efi goctaToyHo G6yaeT TosbKO
o6JeTeTb pPa3’0K XOJNMH M COOGIUHTL HaM Bce, YTO OHa
YBHIHT.

— 1 Gepy 370 Ha ce6si! — o6bsiBuA JIoxMau.

Opex, Kak 370 H nogoGaet I'naBHomy Kpoanuky, okasaJcs
BbIPa3HTe/ieM BCeX TaHHWIX YasiHHA, 3PEIOLIHX B KOJOHHH
H CTaBIIMX MOCJe €ro CJOB SBHBIMH. Ero Mbicjb HCNoJb-
30BaTh VIl Pa3BeliKH YafKy NMpHBesa BceX 6e3 HCKIIOYEHHS
B Boctopr. HekoTopbie peutnan, uto naxke CMopoauHa Bpsin
JH Gbl 10 3TOr0 AOJAYMaJICH.

Onnaxan Jloxmau pa36yaun Opexa u 3asBuJ, uto Kuxap
XoueT ¢ HHM moroBoputb. Opex mpoGpajacs B Kuxapoy
HOpy H mo3nopoBajcs. OH 6bl KpafiHe YAMBJEH, KOraa
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Kuxap ¢ HeKOTOpo# 3aNHHKOA OTBETHJ €My Ha si3blKe KPOJH-
KoB. OueBHiHO, Kuxap npHroToBus cBOIO peub 3apaHee.

— Mucrep Pex! Bawmm KpOJHKH MHOrO 1si MeHsi pa-
GotaloT — M BOT. A He yMep! Ckopo s 3mopoB! — Hayan
Kuxap.

— Ouenb paa 310 cabiwaTsh! — oTBeyan emy Opex.

Tem BpemeHem Kuxap mnepewes Ha CMellaHHBI S3bIK
nosieit M Jjeca:

— Mucrep Jloxmau, oH oueHb xopownii napesb! On
FOBOPHT — y Bac HeT Mamam! [las Bac 3To oueHb mnoxo!

— 310 BepHo! [To6au3ocTH HMrge HeT GYAYIHMX MaTe-
peit kosionuu! — orsetua Opex.

— Cefiuac 1 yxe Jertalo. Kpbuio, oHo ayuwe. Betep
KOHYMTCSE — 51 JieTeTh. JleteTh Temepr ans Bac! Haitny Bam
Mamalll, cKaxy, rae owu! — ropao o6baBua Kixap.

Ha cnenyommit nenp Berep crux, 1 Kuxap cmor caenath
napy mpoGHBIX MOJIETOB.

Yepe3 Tpn AHA OH GBI yXKe B COCTOSIHMH BblJI€TETb Ha
TIOHCKH.

PackuHyB BeepoM CBOHM HIHPOKHE KpbLIbfi, TAK YTO OHH
apKoii MOAHAJHCh Hal rosioBoi Jloxmaua, Kuxap Bamaxuyn
HMH H TOKayaJ B BHJe NpOILANbHOTO MNPHBETCTBHS Mepes
CaMbiM HOCOM CBOEro MpHsITeJs.

INpuxumas ymu B notoke nopusitoro Kuxapom etpa,
JloxMau He OTpHIBasiCh CJIe[HJI 32 TeM, KaK 4afiKa C yCHJIHeM,
TsAXKeJIo NoAHAJach B Bo3ayX. Ha6paB Buicoty, Kuxap onucan
HaJ TyXafkKoA NOJYKPYT H HCYe3 33 KpaeM OTKOCa B CeBEPHOil
CTOpOHe.

OH mpoBes B nosiete HeCKOJIbKO AHelt, Tak uto Opex yxe
Haya/l COMHeBaTbCfl, YTO OH BepHeTcs. Opex moaymas, 4Tto
Kuxap yneren Ha Bosbmyio Boay, B myMHYi0o XpHILIOroJio-
CyI0 KOJIOHHIO NTHL, O KOTOPOHK OH C TaKHM BOCTOProM pac-
ckaseiBaJ. Onuako Iathifi ycnokons Opexa.

— Kuxap HenpemeHHO BepHeTcst,— cka3asa IlsTeii Ge3
KoJieGaHHs.

Korpa Opex u IlaTeiii yumim B HOpPY H 3ajersii Cnarth,
IaTHA, yXKe 3aapembiBasi, BHe3anHO NMpHGaBHJ:

— Bce papsl dnb-Oxpefipnl NpHHECET 3Ta NTHLA: XHTPble
MpoJeJKH, GOJbIlHe OMAacCHOCTH H GraroJeHCTBHe Haluelt
KOJIOHHH!

Buin pannuit. Beyep. C ceBepa .ays JIerKHit BeTepoOK,
JIOHOCHBILKHA 3anmax ceHa, Koraa B CoTax MOSIBHJICA 3ambl-
xaBuHAcs JIoxMau H ¢ TopiKecTBOM 06bsABHA, yTo KHxap Bo3-
BpaTHJCSH.
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— 51 ouedb paax, yto TH npuaeres, Kuxap,— ckasan
Opex, Koria uaika cena Ha 3emio.— He ouenb sm Thl
ycrana?

— Kpsino ycraer! JleteTb NOHEMHOTY, CHAETb IOHEMHOTY.

— Tol He roJjogeH? He xouewb JH Thl HaceKOMBIX?

— S 3Hal0, B OT/HYHble pe6saTta. Xouy Xykos! (Bcex
HaceKoMblX KnXxap HasmlBaJ KyKamH.)

INo-BuauMoOMy, eMy He XBaTaJo 3aGOTJHBOrO BHHMaHHS
KPOJIHKOB M OH GHJI paji CBOEMY BO3BPALIEHHIO B KOJIOHHIO.
XoTsi OH M caM MOr OW OOGHTb ceGe YXHH, OH, BHIHMO,
noJiaraJ, YTo BMOJIHE 3ac/]yXHBaeT Jacku H yxoxa. [Nocaan-
Hele JloxmauoMm ¢ypaxcHpn pa6oTaju OO CaMOro 3axoja
coJIHILA, YTOG npuHecTH eMmy nposHaHT. [Moes, Kuxap xutpo-
BaTo B3rJsAHYJa Ha Ilatoro m cnpocua:

— 3naewsb JH, Mucrep Maumni, yto 51 passeaan?

— OTKyAa MHe 3TO 3HaTb,— CyX0 OTBeTHJ [IaThiil.

— 51 o6Gnerten Becb 3TOT XOJM TyAa-Clofa, OTKyAa BCTa-
eT CcoMHUe H JOTyia, Iie OHO JoxHuTcd. Her, 3gech Her
HHyero!

On ocraHoBuicsi. Opex ¢ 6GeCNOKOHCTBOM B3IVISIHYJ Ha
Iaroro.

— Toraa 51 eTeTb BHU3, BHA3 10 caMo#i paBHuHH! §I HallTH
¢depmy ¢ nepeBbsiMH BOKPYr. A Tam Kpoauku! OHH KHBYT
B fIlUKKe, XXHBYT BMeCTe C JIOAbMH.

— Kak 310 Tak — XHBYT BMecTe C JIOAbMH?

— Ia, na, XUBYT MOA HaBecoM, B KieTke. JliogH HM
HOCAT efy.

— §1 3Halo, uto 3TO GhiBaeT. Bepuee, a cabiian 06
aToM,— ckasas Opex.— Cnacu6o, Kuxap! Tosibko BpAL JiH
3TO HaM MpHromHuTca!

— A Ttam KposibuuxH. B GosbluioMm simmKe. A Tak Hurge
HET KPOJIMKOB, HH B JiecaX, HH B moJsx!

— OueHb Kaub!

— Caywait panbwe! $I neteTh Tyaa, rie CojHLE CTOHT
B cepelHe AHA. 3Haewb, B TY CTOPOHY, rfe JeXHT BoJbiuas
Bogma! Tonbko 3TO0 Mecto ropasgo Ganxe! Ho tam ToXe
ecTb peka!

— Mul Tak faseko eile He GhIBaJIH.

— Tlo nyTd Tyaa wWHpOKHe noJs. 3a HHMH ropol Kpo-
JIMKOB, OTPOMHbIA ropoa! A moToM Xese3Hasi Jopora, M 3a
Hell yxe peka!

Bolcaywas 310 coobuenne, Opex ysichua ceGe, 4TO rie-
To Ha tore Kuxap oTbicKaj GOJbIIYIO KOJIOHHIO KPOJIHKOB
H, yTo Gl TaM HH 3HAYWJIH CJIOBA <«XKeJie3Has J1Opora»,
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KPOJIHYbSA KOJIOHHS HaXOAHJIACh N0 3TY CTOPOHY PEKH H XeJse3-
HOH joporu.

— A MOXHO JM H06paTbci [0 TOpOAa KPOJHKOB, He
nepexofsi PeKy H 3Ty «KejesHylo gopory», Kuxap? — cnpo-
cua Opex.

— Jla, ma. He uatu uepes xesesnyio popory! I'opox
KpoJaukoB B Kycrax! Ha xonme. Tam mHoro mamatu!

— A JoJro JH Hajo HATH 10 3TOH KOJIOHHH?

— JOauusbiit nyts! He Menblie nsa-Tpu AHs.

BepHyBiunch B 6oabluyio Hopy, Opex 0GBABHJ KPOJHKAM
0 no6uthix Knxapom ceesenusix. Hauanock BceoGiuee npo-
JIOJKHTeJIbHOe H GecriopsiiouHoe 06cykaeHne HoBocTed. Opex
Jajl CBOMM KpPOJIMKaM BCJAacTb HaroBOPHTbCS, MOKa BCe He
ycTaju H He PasoLLIHCh MO HOpaM.

Ha npyrofi fneHb MX XKH3Hb MoOIIa OGBIYHBIM XOAOM:
OHH KOPMHJIHCb, KOpMHJH Kuxapa, HrpajsH H P 3eMJiO.
Opnako 3a Hrpamu H 3a6aBaMH KpOJHKH He 3aGbiBajiu
O pacckase NTHUB, H NOCTENeHHO BCe NMPOHHKIHCH HeO6XO-
JHMOCTBIO J€fCTBOBAaTh PELIHTENbHO.

Ha caenyiownit neib Opex JOMOANHHHO 3HAJ, YEro XOTAT
KPOJIHKH €ro KOJIOHHH.

— Kounonns, kotopylo Hawen Kuxap, oueHb BeJHKa,—
OJHaXIbl BeuepoM Hauyaa pasrosop Opex.

— 3HayHT, MBI He MOXEM 3aXBaTHTb €e CHJIOi,— BCTa-
Bua Jloxmau.

— Ho MHe Takxe coBceM He y/bi6aeTCsi MbICJb NPHCO-
eIHHHTBbCA K HHM,— mpogoJxkana Opex.

— Bor ewe! Hu onnH H3 Hac HH 3a YTO He COrJIaCHTCH
6pPOCHTb Hall YyJecHHI XoJM! — BOCKJIHKHYA OAyBaHYHK.

— Xopowo 6bl MOJYYHTb HECKOJbKO KPOJILYHX H MpH-
BeCTM HX ciosa,— cKasan Opex.— Kak Bm aymaerte: He
C/IHIUKOM JIH 3TO TPYAHOe JeJso?

— §1 He cuMTalo, YTO 3TO TpyAHO! — cKa3zaa Octpo-
JucT.— BosbliHe KOJIOHHH 4acTo GOLIBAlOT NepeHacesieHHl,
TaK 4YTO KPOJHKaM B HHX He XBaTaeT nHWH. Mosoase
KPOJIbYHXH CTAHOBATCH GECNOKOMHBLIMH, H TMO3TOMY Y MHOTHX
He MOSBJIAIOTCA KPOJbYaTa.

— 3HauHT, THl AyMaelllb, YTO KPOJIbYHX MOTYT OTmyC-
THTB? — cnipocua Opex.— IMowieM TyAa 3KcmemHuUMio, pa3
ecTb Hajiexnia, 4to gejo oboiaerca Ge3 Gopb6u. Kak B
CUHTaeTe: CJelyeT JH OTNPaBHTbCA TyAa BCell KOJNOHHei?

— Hu B koem cayyae! Bce TpyaHoctn 6ymeT ropasuo
Jierue npeojoJieTb rpynne H3 TPeX HJIH YeThipeX KPOJIHKOB,
ueM Bceil xpeiipe,— BmewaJcs CmopoanHa.— Yersepo Moryt
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nepeABHraThCsi ropasfio GbiCTpee H MeHblle NPHBJEKAIOT
K ce6e BHHMaHHs.

— CwmopoanHa npas,— cka3aa Opex.— [lowjem ueTh-
pex KpOJIHKOB!

— Mte sicHo ogHo: Opex-pa HH B KOeM cllyuyae He JO/KeH
uarn! — ckasan OpyBaHYHK.— Mbl He MOXEM pUCKOBaTh
HawuM I'naBHeiM Kposnkom!

Opex yXe NaBHO MOHAJ, YTO €My He NpPHIETCA BO3rJa-
BHTb NM0coAbCTBO. OH Gbl HECKOJILKO OrOpYeH, HO COrJjia-
CHJICS1, YTO 3TO HeH3GexHo. KoHeuHO, KPOMHKH 4yXO# KoJso-
HHH C Npe3peHHeM OTHeCyTCfi K TakoMy [JlaBHOMY, KOTOpbIfi
cam GeraeT no cBoHM nopyuenusiM. Kpome toro, Opex cuntaJs,
YTO eMy He XBaTaeT BHYIIHTEJbHOCTH H OH He yMeeT KpacHBO
FOBOPHTb.

— Meue Kaxercsi, yto OCTPOJIHCT CJIOBHO CO3[aH Aasi
3toro npeanpustHa. OH yMmeeT nepeABHraTbCsi MO OTKPHITOH
MECTHOCTH H BecbMa YGelHTe/JbHO paccyxaaeT! — cKasaJ
Opex.

Kanannatypa OCTpO/IHCTa HH Y KOTO He Bbi3BaJa COMHe-
HHil. 3aTo BbIGpPaTh €My TOBapHileH 0Ka3ajoch AOBOJbLHO
TPYAHBIM J€JIOM.

Kanguaarypy Jloxmaua HeMeAJIEHHO OTBEPIVIH Ha TOM
OCHOBAHHH, YTO OH MOT 3aTesTb B YYXKOi KOJIOHHH CCOpY.
JloxmMau cHayasla HalyJcsi, HO 3aTeM NMPHMHPHJCA C Heyjaa-
yeit, BCIOMHHB, YTO ¢ HHM ocTaetca Kuxap.

OcTpoancT npefoxun 6u10 Kosokosbunka, Ho CMopo-
JAMHa CcKasajJ, 4YTO OJHA ero IIyTouyka Hacuetr [IzaBHOro
Kpoanka uyKoit KOJIOHHH MOJXXeT NoryGuThb Bee Aedo. B koHue
KOHUOB nocaamu Bui6paau Ocrpoaucra, CepeGpucroro,
KpywuHy H 3eMAsHHKY.

3eMJsIHHKA MOJYaJ, HO OblJIO fICHO, YTO OH MOJIbLUEH.
3eMJIfIHHKA BCerja CTapaJjicsi J0Ka3aTb CBOHM HOBHIM IDY3b-
fIM, YTO OH He po6GKOro AecfiTka, H cefiyac ¢ ynOBJeTBOpe-
HHEM MOHSAJ, YTO €ro OLEHWJH MO 3aCayraM.

OTtpsia OcTposicTa BLICTYNHJ B MOXOA Ha Apyroe yTpo,
eBa pacCesICh cepble MpeapaccBeTHble cymepkH. Kuxap
co6HpaJIiCsl BHJIETETb 32 HHMH NO3/IHee, YTOG yI0CTOBEPHThCS,
HAYT JM OHH B NMPABHJIbHOM HalpaB/eHHH, H NPHHECTH B KO-
JIOHHIO CBelleHHs O HX mpoasuxeHun. Opex u Jloxmau,
NPOBOAMB PalOCTHO CKaKaBLIMX B TpaBe pa3Be4yHKOB, MNO-
BEPHYJH Hasag.

— Kak 6yato Bce npomymaHo! — ckaszan Opex.—
OcraqbHOe B HMX pyKax, Aa nomoxeT HM Oib-Oxpeiipa!
$1 Hajeioch, 4TO HX XJeT ypmaua!
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— Ecau Tak, 3HauyuT, B MOeil HOpe MOMBHTCA CJaBHas
KpoJibuMxa M UeJbli BHIBONOK KpoJabyat! Bor moasimercs
wym u Gecropsinok! Tpenemwu, Opex! — 3axoxoTtas B OTBeT
Jloxmau.

Hacrynuna yxe cepeiuHa Jieta, H TEMHEeTb CTaJIO paHblue.
CrpasHas cymepeyHoCThb BHi3biBajia y Opexa GeCCOHHHLY.
B pamocTHOM BO36YyXIEHHH OH BCIOMHHJI TOT A€Hb, KOra OHH
nepenyLliM peKy H nonmaju Ha 6oGopoe mnoJe. Ceifuac ero
CHOBa OJI0JIeBaJI0 TaKoe XKe Becesoe 030pcTBO. OH XKaXxpaJ
MPHKIIOYEHHH H GHJ1 yBepeH B HX CYaCTJIHBOM HCXOZe.
EMy xoTesoch chenaTh 4TO-HHGYIb TaKOe, O YeM CTOHJO Ohl
pacckasatb Ocrposncty H Cepe6pucToMy, KOraa OHH Bep-
HyTcs. OH OJXKeH GBI COBEPIUHTb KAaKOM-TO 3HAUMTeNbHbIA
NOCTYNOK, YTOGH €ro MOXHO GBJIO PacCKa3biBaTh CJAEAYIOLUM
NOKOJIEHHAIM KpoJiHKoB. HeT, oH coBceM He aymas nepemwiio-
HyTb CBOHMX Jpy3eil — MPOCTO eMy XOTeJOCh 10Ka3aTb, YTO
ux TaaBHomy KpoanKy He 3aHMMaTb CMBILLJIEHOCTH H OH
cnocoGeH Ha TO Ke, Ha YTO CNMOCOGHH €ro MojAAaHHble.
Ipbiras no oTKOCYy H BLIHCKHBAs KyCTHK CaJlaTHOTO GeapeH-
13, OH He creilla OGAYMBIBAJ MOJIOXKEHHE.

Kakasi e npofesnka npou3BefeT Ha KPOJHKOB IiyGoKoe
BrieyaT/eHHe?

HutepecHo: uro 6n ckasaaum Ocrpoanct v Cepe6puc-
Tblff, YBHIEB 3JeCb MO BO3BPalIEHHH MNApPOYKY KPOJbYHX?
Opex BcromHua, yto Kuxap yBepsin X, 4TO Ha GumMKaii-
el ¢epme ecTb KjieTKa ¢ KPoJHKaMH. UTo 3TO 3a KpoJH-
ku? Ha depmy HyXKHO sIBHTbCA pPaHO yTpOM, MOKa COGakH
CHAST HAa UeNHW, JIOAW elle CAAT M HOYHOA J030p BeaeT
TOJbKO KowkKa. Ha OTKpHITOH MecTHOCTH KpoJHK Oeraer
GbicTpee KOIUKH, H OHa He CTPalllHAa eMy, €CJIH OH NepBbiM
cymeer ee 3aMetHTb. Camoe raaBHoe, yTo6 Opexa He 3a-
CTHIAH Bpacmiox!

Hatn an emy Tysa B onuHouky? Kowneuno, Gesomachee
H NpUATHee HATH C TOBAapHILEM.

Ho xTo nyuwie Apyrux MOAXOAHT A/A 3TOH Omepauuu?
Jloxmau? OnyBaHYHK?

[MoxymaB, Opex oTBepr 06e 3TH KaHAKMAATYpHl. 34ech Gl
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Hy)KeH KT0-T0, KT0 GyfeT 6ecnpeKOCJOBHO BBHINOJNHATb €ro
npuka3saHus. Opex Bcnomuua o l'opuwouke. Fopioyek noiiaer
3a HHM, HHYEro He CNIpalUHBasi, H CleJiaeT BCe, YTO OH NMPHKa-
xket. PemeHo: ¢ HuM noifizer [opuoyek!

Opexy mnoBeaJsio: OH cpa3y e Hawes [opuouka y Bbi-
xoma u3 Hopul. Opex yBen €ro Ha OTKOC, He NOTPEeBOXHB
JAPYrHX KpoJuKoB. I'opiioyex po6Ko H yAHBJIEHHO NOCMATpH-
BaJl BOKpYr, GyATO onacaJcsi 4ero-To.

— bBosrtbes Heuero, Xiao! — ckasanm Opex.— 5 xouy
BMeCTe C TOGO# CNyCTHTbCH C X0aMa K ¢epwme!

— A 3aueM HaM HATH Ha ¢epmy? Pa3Be 3TO He omacHo?
Tam ecTb cO6aKH H KOLIKH...

— Her, 370 He onacho. Mul 6ynem Bmecte. S xouy, YTOGH!
noleJ] HMEHHO Th, H HHKTO ApPYTOi.

MMocneanne cjoBa npousBesd Ha lopuiouka Hamnexa-
wee Bneyatienne. Ero He mpumock Gosee yGexmate. Onu
MocKaKaJ/H Brepell, Nepecekiu 3apociuyio TPaBod HOpOry
W HanpaBHJMCb BHM3 MO CKJIOHYy. Bckope OHM BHILLIH Ha
none, rie B Ty CTPallHyl0 Houb BCTpeTHAH OcTpoJucra.
3necb Opex OCTaHOBHJICS, NOHIOXaJ CTPYIO BO3JyXa M NMpH-
cayadncs.

Houb nokasasnace Opexy THXOH, H, YyBCTBYs ce6s B Ge3-
ONacCHOCTH, OH CaMOYBEPEHHO MOAyMaJ, 4TO JHG6O YCJBIWHT,
160 yuyeT MoGOro 4eTBEPOHOTOro OXOTHHKA. JIerkuM warom
Opex nBuHyJCs Bnepel, 3a HUM 3aTpycua lopuouek. OHu
GeClUyMHO MNpo6pajHcCh uepe3 H3ropoib, NPOCKaKaJH TNOA
cn1a6o TyAAIMMH TNPOBOJAMH H Yepe3 HECKOJbKO MHHYT
JIOCTHIJIH JIOPOTH Ha ¢epmy.

BuiBaloT AHH, KOrja Mbl 3apaHee 3HaeM, YTo Bce GyneT
yaauHo. B 3to yTpo Opexa 0XBaTHJIO TaKoe e PajOCTHOE
yyBCTBO. BOKpYr GbJIO CBeT/IO OT fIPKHX 3Be3j, H JHIUb Ha
BOCTOKe UyTh 3a6pe3xHs GrenHnlfi pacceeT. Opex 4yBCTBO-
BaJ, YTO €My MOA CHJY OGOATH THICAYY ABOPOB H THICAYY
tdepm oany 3a apyroit! Cuas paaom c l'opiioukom Ha oTkoce
y naxsyulefi acasbTOM JOPOrH, OH He YAHBHJCSH, YBHIEB,
YTO KaKas-TO MOJIONasi Kphica BHICKOYMJIA H3-33 IUIETHSA
H HCye3ja 3a KycTOM OTuUBeTwero Kymhips. OH 3HaJs, uTO
CerofiHsi eMy HenpeMeHHO BCTPETHTCS NPOBOAHHK! 3aMeTus,
YTO KPbiCAa CHAMT y KaHaBH H POET 3eMJII0 HOCOM, OH MOJO-
wea K Hei.

— YKaxu HaM Jopory Ha ¢epMy! — nmompocHJ OH.

TpsicA ycaMH, Kphica MPHCTaJbHO Ha HEro MOCMOTpeJa.
Y Hee He GblJI0 0COGEHHBIX OCHOBaHHA GHITb C HHM JIIOGE3HOH,
HO YTO-TO B ero OGJIHKE 3aCTaBHJIO €€ BeXJHBO OTBETHTb:
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— ®epma Bssopas Powa — uepes gopory. Io Tponuuke
BBepx!

He6o cBetneno. He noxunnasico Iopuouka, Opex aBuHYyJI-
csl Bneped, H TOT AOTHAJ €ro y XKHBOH H3ropoad, Geryuuei
no oGe CTOPOHB TPOMHHKH. [IpucaylMBasich, OHH CTaJH
NoJHUMAaTbCs K depme.

Korma Opex u Topuioyek AOCTHIJIM BEPIUMHBI XOJMa,
depma H OKpyKalOllHe ee CTPOEHHMS] yXKe SICHO BbipPHCOBbI-
BaJIHCh MOJ YTPEHHHM costHueM. Opex OCTaHOBHJICA H MPHCeJ,
4ytoGbl yno6GHee GblJIO MOHIOXaTb BO3AyX. Pe3kuii 3amax Ko-
POBbEro HaBO3a M COJIOMbl CMeELIMBAJICA 3JeCb C apoMaToM
Bf30oB. Kpome Toro, Bciogy crosia 3anax Ta6aka H BLOGaBOK
CHJIbHO MNax/0 KOWKOA H HEeCKOJIbKO MeHblle — co6aKoil.
BHe3anHo Ha Hero pe3ko M OTYET/JMBO MOBERJO 3aNaXxoM
KPOJIHKOB.

Barnsnys Ha Iopuiouka, Opex NOHAJ, YTO TOT TOXKe
yuysaJ 3HaKoMblii 3anax. Basixas 3TH cMellaHHble 3anaxd,
KPOJHKH B TO XXe BpeMsl YyTKO MpPHCIYyLIHBaJNHCh.

OHH HHrle He BHJEJIH KOLIKH, HO Y AOMa CTOsiJa coGaubs
KOHYpa € MJOCKOH KpbllLeH.

OHu yBHAeNH, YTO co6aKa ellle CIHT. DTO Gbll OTrPOMHBIH
rJ1aAKOLLEPCTHBIA YepHblit nec. OH JiexkaJl, NOJIOXKHB Ha Jiamnbl
rosoBy. llenn Hurze He 6biio, HO Opex 3aMeTHJI TOHKYIO
BEepeBKY, BLIXOIHMBILYIO M3 ABEpUbl H NMPHBA3AHHYI K BepXy
KOHYpbI.

«BuaHo, co6aka GecnokoiiHasi W BepeBKa NMpHUBsi3aHa 3a-
TeM, 4ToGbl OHa He rpemesa MO HOYaM LeENblO»,— MOAYyMaJ
Opex.

OGoitast KOHypy, KPOJIHKH MyCTH/IHCh Ha pa3Beaky. CHa-
Yyaja, CHAA B YKPbITHH B TPaBe, OHH TMOMBITAJHCh OIJs-
JleTbCsA: HeT JH mo6Gau3octH KoweKk. He yBuaes B6AM3M HH
OIIHOM, OHH HACTOJNbKO OCMeJe/IH, 4YTO MepellidH OTKpPhITOe
MeCTO M Jlaxke OCTaHOBHJIMCb MOIUMNATL OAyBaHYHKOB. Pyko-
BOACTBYsiCb 4yTbeM, Opex HampaBHJCA K capalo C HaBecoM
H MoKaToH Kphiied. [IBepb 6bisa MONYOTKPHITA, H, He 3ajep-
JKHBasich Ha KHPNHYHOM NOpOre, OH BOlleJ BHYTPb capas.

31ech Ha LIHPOKOH JepeBAHHOH MOJKe CTOMJA KiIeTKa
C ABeplei, 3aTAHyTo# mNpoBosouHO#H ceTKoH. Uepe3 ceTky
OH yBHJeJ KOPHUHEBYIO MHCKY, MYyYOK 3eJieHH H YIIH ABYX
HJIH TPeX KPOJHKOB. PSiIOM ¢ MOJIKOH CTOSIJI CHON COJIOMBI.
Benpuiriys Ha Hero, Opex Jerko nepe6Gpajicsi Ha MOJKY,
cTapbie M BbITepPTble JOCKH KOTOPOH OBbIIH MOKPBLITHI MSIKH-
Hoit M mbuiblo. Toplloyek ycedcs y mopora, OXHAas MpH-
Ka3aHH#.
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— Xnao-py,— ckasan emy Opex.— Y Tebs omsa 3aja-
ya: Ha6aojJald 3a KOIIKaMH B 06a ria3a, a TO Mbl MOXeM
nonactb B Geny!

— Cayuwaioch, Opex-pa,— otBeuan l'opuioyex.

Opex nomowes K Kjaetke. B onHO# H3 GOKOBBIX CTEHOK
6bla AbIPKA OT CydKa, H OH yBHJeJ, KaK BHYTPH MOPLUHTCH
H JBHraercsl Yei-TO HOC.

— Mens 30ByT Opex,— nmpeiacTaBHJICA OH.

IMocnenoBas OTBET Ha HEMHOrO CTPaHHOM, HO BIOJIHE
NOHATHOM KPOJIHKaM fi3blKe:

— Mesnsn 308yt Camuwnt. OTKYAa TH NpHiuen?

— C xoanMoB. I M MOM ApY3bsi XKHBEM TaM KaK XOTHM,
6e3 niofied. Mbl eMM TPaBy M rpeeMcst Ha COJIHLE.

— A Hac 3pmech yerBepo. J[Ba KposHMKa M ABe KpOJb-
YHXH.

— A Bac koraa-Hu6yab OTCiOfa BbIMyCKalOT?

— Ovuenb peako! JleBouka mycKaeT Hac B MaJeHbKHH
3arOHYMK Ha TpaBy.

— Hain KpoJsMKH XOTAT, YToGbl Bl y6exaJsH ¢ ¢epmbl
H MPHUIJIH K HaM XHTb,— 06bsABHA Opex.

— Csagu y KJIeTKH ecTb JBepb,— cKasaJ CaMIHT.—
INopofiau ciona, 3aech Jyyllle pa3roBapHBaTh.

JBepb Obla clefaHa H3 NPOBOJOKH H HAaTAHYyTa Ha
ZIePeBAHHYIO paMmy.

ITo Ty cTOpoHy NMPOBOJIOUHOH CETKH CTOSJIH YeTblpe Kpo-
JIHKa, MPHKHMAs K Hell HOChI.

Opex nombiTa/ncs pacckasaTh HM O NPHBOJILHOM M Bece-
JIOH JKM3HH HX IMKHMX co6paTbeB Ha XOJMax M o Toil cBo6oze,
KOTOPO# OHH MOJb3YIOTCH.

KasaJsioch, ero paccka3 OfHOBpPEMEHHO O4apoBaJ H HChy-
rajg nomMalWHuX KpoaukoB. Benas Kaiuka, cuibHast u sHep-
THYHas aHrOpPCKasi KpoJibuHXa, Gbljla B BOCXHMIUEHHH OT pac-
ckasa Opexa M 6e3 KOHLA pacCnpallHBaja €ro O KOJOHHH.
OueBHAHO, KPOJIMKH B KJI€TKE CYHTaJIH CBOIO XH3Hb Ha depme
CKy4HOH, HO GesonacHofi. OTKyaa-TO OHH MHOroe Y3HaJH
npo 3JHjefl H CYMTAJH, YTO Yy JAHKHX KPOJIMKOB XH3Hb He-
noJras.

Bckope Opex ¢ ropeubio y6enuJcsi; YTO JOMallHHE KpO-
JIHKH He CMocOGHBI HH MPHHSATb KaKoe-qHGO pelleHHe, HH
BHIMOJIHATL ero. ViM HHKOrZa He NMpHXOAHJOCH AEHCTBOBAaTb
aas Toro, 4To6bl o6ecneunTb ce6e o6el, HIH A5 TOro, YTOOH
COXPAaHHTb CBOIO XKH3Hb, H OHH KOJ1€6a/NHCh.

IMonnsaB oTpy6H, pacceinalHible Ha nojke, Opex ¢ MHHYTY
NocKzes, a 3aTeM CKasal:
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— $1 yxoxy noMoi! Mul ellle BepHeMCSl H He Xy2Ke Ballero
cdepmepa oTKpoOeM KJETKy.

TyT oT npepeft moc/bllajcs B3BOJHOBaHHbIA roJoc I'op-
LIOYKa:

— Opex, Ha 1BOp BhIGeXana KoliKa!

— Mu He GoMMCS KOIIEK, eCJIH BCTpeYaeM HMX Ha [Mo-
ne! — ropao ckasan Opex. Crapasicb nokasaTb, YTO OH He
0COGeHHO TOPOMHTCA, OH Mepelle] CHayaJa Ha CHOM, a 3aTeM
cnpuirHyn Ha moa. B sty wmuHyty Tlopuouek Bbiras-
HyJ B ilesib. ¥ Hero GbiJ1 OYeHb HCNYraHHHIA BHA.

— Boioch, uTo OHa Hac yuysina, Opex,— npouienTta’n oH.

— Torna He crofi Ha Mecre,— ckasaa Opex.— Hau
3a MHOH M, KaK TOJbKO # PBaHyCb € MecTa, Gpocaiica
GexaTb BO BCIO NpPHITb!

Opex BhIGpajca M3 capas M 3actela Ha mopore. IMoso-
catast Kouwlka ¢ GeJofi rpyaKoA yBepeHHO NpOryJMBaJach
BJIOJIb TOJIEHHHIIb.

3amernB Opexa, OHa pa3[pakeHHO 3a6HJIa O 3eMJII0 XBOC-
ToM. JIBop 3asMBaJso cosnue. CHJBHO MaxJo HarpeToi Cosio-
MOf H MNBbJIBIO.

— ¥ He MPOroJoAa/uch JH Bbl,— AeP3KO 06paTHiICH
Opex K koiuke.— Heyxxesn KphICBl CTaJi yMHee H He noO-
najaloTcss BaM B Jiambi?

Coanneunntft cBet 6u1 Opexy B riasa, H OH NpHceJ, MOp-
wacb. Komka BuITAHYyJa Wel0 H MpuXaJjach K 3emae. 3a
cnuHofi Opexa HepBHHuYasa [opuiouek, H, He CITyCKasi C KOLIKH
r.nas. Opex YyBCTBOBaJ, KaK TOT IPOXHT.

e Goiica, Xsnao-py,— npowenran Opex.— ITycTb oHa
nepaaa Ha Hac 6pocutca. Cuan cmupHo! 51 ee pasmpasniol

Kowka sipocTHO ynapusa mo 3emjie XBOCTOM.

— Bo HHKyAa He crnewmTe? — Jep3Ko H G6ecCTpailiHO
cnpocun ee Opex.— A Bellb 37eCh YYJeCHHIA XOA4 Ha KYXHIO,
Ballle JiynorJasHe, rocnox<a KyXOHHasi nojJsunaJjal

BHe3anHO OAHHM TMPBLIXKKOM KOLIKA MepecKounsa uyepe3
JABOp, HO KPOJIHKH YBEPHYJHCb H YAapHJHChb GexaTb, Bbi-
COKO BHIGpachiBasi 3a/iHHe JIaNbi H CHJIbHO OTTaJIKHBAsiChb HMH
ot 3emsH. Kolka Hecach 32 HHMH € OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTbIO,
H XOTSl KPOJIHKH XOPOILO MOATOTOBHJIHCH K CTapTy, OHH €[Ba-
elBa yCnesjH BBICKOYHTb 3a Orpapy.

Hecsicb Booib AJHHHOrO am6apa, OHH YCJhIIUAJH BO3-
GyXOeHHuA Jak co6akH, MeTaBlueAcs No ABOPY, A0 OTKa3a
HaTAHYB BepeBKy.

Opex u Toplouek npomyasjuch MO TPOMHHKE K MOJIO,
CNPSITaJNHCh MOJA LBETYILEH H3rOPOAbIO H MOCMOTPE/H Ha3al.
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Koluka BHe3amHO Pe3KO OCTAaHOBHJIaChb H NpPHHANAcCh BBI-
JIM3bIBATh Jlaly C NMOAYePKHYTO Ge3pa3jH4YHBIM BHAOM.

— Kowkn cTpax kak He JIOGAT ocTaBaTbcsl B Aypa-
Kax! — nosickun Opex.— Tenepb OHa 3a HamH GoJblle He
noGexut. IouemMy-To OT KoOlIeK He cjenyeT yberaTb, a Hauo
XKAaTh, KOrAa OHH Ha Te6s GpocsiTca. Xopowo, uTo Thl ee
BOBpeMst 3aMeTHJ, XJ1ao-py.

Opex u Topwouek BepHyaHch B COTbl TOJIbKO MOA Beyep.
Korza oHH OCTaHOBMJHCH NMOLIMNATh HAa MoJe TpaBy, Mowes
JIOXKAb M MOAHAJICA XOJIOAHBbI Betrep. MM mpHiusioch 3aseub
B OJHOM M3 aM6apoB, CTOSABIIKX Yy AoporH. IIpuciyinBasics,
HEeT JIM B HeM KpbIC, OHH 3apBUIHCh B Ky4y COJIOMBI H CKOpPO
3aCHYJIH.

[pocnysumch, Opex pemmsn, yTo Temepb HeKyaa clie-
wuTh. Bo3spawateca nomoii mo MOKpoi Tpase 6bL1O Tpo-
THBHO, M BJI0GABOK OH CYMTAJ, YTO HH ONHMH YBaXXalOLLHil
ce6si KPOJHMK He MNOKHHET ambapa, He MOMNOJb30BaBLIHCh
TeM, 4TO B HeM JexXuT. Hapoaro sagepxasimch Bosje
Kyuu cBekisl, Opex u T'opuiouek oTnpaBuAHCh NOMOI TOJNBKO
TOTAa, KOra yxe Hayajo TeMHeTb. OHH He CIMIIKOM clie-
WHJY H TPHLIJH JOMOH 3aCBeT/IO, He HCMLITaB GoJee HHU-
KaKHX 3aTpyNHEeHHH.

INonpocus l'opliouka XpaHATb HX NPHUKIIOUEHHS B TaiiHe,
Opex cnycTHiics B cBOI0 HOPY. TaM HHKOro He GbLJIO, OH yJercs
H Yyepe3 MHHYTY 3acCHYyJ.

IlpocHyBIuKCh, OH yBHAE PAJOM c coboii IIaroro. 3emas-
HOl noa mokasancsi Opexy OyeHb NMPUATHBIM, YIOTHBIM H CY-
XHM, H OH XOTeJ GblJIO CHOBA 3afipeMaTh, KaK BAPYT YC/IbILIAJX
cioBa IsToro:

— Tsi coBcem mpomok, Opex!

— Hy u uro? Passe mia Te6si HOBOCTb, YTO TpaBa
MOKpas?

— Her, Tbl NPOMOK He Ha cuabiee. Thl BLIMOK 0 KocTeil!
Tne Tl nponajan Buyepa LeJblii AeHb?

— $1 xoaun 3a nmpoioBoJibcTBHeM Ha depmy!

— Jla, Tbl XOAMJ MOJAKOMHTbCS cBeknoit! TBoH Jambl
MaxHyT ABOPOM yCaibGbl — OTPYGAIMH H KYPHHHIM NOMETOM.
Ho TyT elue 4T0-TO, Yero MHe NMokKa He MOHATb. UTo cayunJoch,
CKaXH?

— Hy, y mMens npousowmia CThiuka ¢ KOILKOH.

— Tbl oT MeHs euwe 4to-TO CcKpbiBaelub! YTo-TO OueHb
onacHoe!

— Ceityac B onacHoctH Octpoanct, a He s! Yero xe
GecnokouThcsi 060 MHe?
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— OcCTposIMCT M ero OTPAA YXKe Buepa BeuepoM MpH-
6bl1 B 4yXylo KosoHuio. Kuxap npusec o6 3ToM cBege-
Husi. PasBe Thl 3TOro He 3Haellb? — C YAUBJEHHEM CNPO-
cua Iateiit.

Opex noyyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MoNaJcs.

— 3aTo cefivac A 06 3TOM y3HaJ,— OTBETHJ OH.—
" ouenp pan! Ho Gosbwe s He crany or Te6s HHuero
CKpbiBaTh, foporoii Iathit! Mu ¢ FopuioukoM xoauau Buepa
B Ty ycaab6y, o KOTopo#t HaM pacckasbiBas Kuxap. Tam
ectb Kposnkn! OHH CHOAT B KjaeTke. §I MX pasbickan M To-
GecenoBaJ ¢ HHMH. Mmue xouercss moiiTH Tyna ewe pas
H BBITYCTHTb MX Ha BOJIO!

— 3ayem?

— TaM JBe KpPoJbuHXH, BOT 3aueM!

— K uemy Ham onu? Ecsin OcTposcT cymeeT BbINOJHHTD
CBoe 3ajaHue, CKOPO y Hac GyaeT MHOro KpoJbuux. lomau-
HHe KPOJIMKH He NPHBBIKHYT K JXH3HH Ha cBoGogme. ITo-
MoeMy, Thl MPOCTO ceifyac H30 BCeX CHJ CTapaellbCsl MpbIr-
HYTb Bhlllle TOJIOBH M CTaThb yMHee Bcex!

— ¥Ymuee Bcex? Ha Tl uTO?

— Henb3st pHcKOBaTb XKH3HbIO Jpy3ed paiH Takoi
epyHan! — ckasax IlaTeiil.— KoHeuHo, HaluK KPOJIHKH BCIOAY
3a ToGoit mnoiayT. Tl — nasuuit! Ilpeanonaraercs, uTo
TeGe NOMOJJIHHHO M3BECTHO, YTO MOJE3HO, JJIi KOJIOHHH!

— Ox, 3amoauyn! MHe yxacHO xoueTcd cmaTb! — mpe-
psan Ilatoro Opex.

Ha cnenpyiomee ytpo Bo Bpemsi cHibduess Opex paccka-
3aJl TOBapHIllaM O CBOoeM moxofie Ha ¢epMmy. Jloxmau NHJIKO
NPHBETCTBOBAJ Mpe/IOXKEHHEe COBEPLIMTb AEP3KHA Hajer
H OCBOGOJHTb CHAEBLIHX B KieTKe GelHAT.

— Msne kaxeTcs, 3TO €0 He MOXeT copBaThcsi! —
cKa3all OH.— $I, KOHeuHo, He yMei0 OTKpbIBaTh KJETKH, HO
CmoponkHa yX uTo-HHGYAb npuaymaer! Iloka Meus 3Jut
TOJIbKO OJHO — YTO Tl yApPaJ OT Kowku! CTOAUMHHA KPOJHK
JOJKeH B Jio6oe BpeMsi CNpaBHTbCA € Kowkof! OmHa sl
MOSi MaTh Hamaja Ha KOLIKY, H TOA KOLIKe ecTb YTO NPH-
MOMHHMTb: MaTh MOpBaJja el WKypy, TaK YTO LIEpPCTb JeTeJa,
KaK myx KunpeiiHniX cemsiH! Bepy Ha cBoe noneueHHe Bcex
KOLUeK C 3ToH ¢epmul!

B otanune or Jloxmaua CMOpPOAHHY MPHLLIOCH OO
yroBapupaTh. B KOHlle KOHLOB OH, B IJIyGHHEe AyIUH OGHKeH-
HBI T€M, 4TO ero He B3siH B oTpAA OCTpPoJIHCTa, COTJIACHICA
NOATH BMecTe CO BCEMH H MOAAJ UeJbli PSAL PasyMHbIX
COBETOB.
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— PasBe HempeMeHHO HYXHO HATH Ha ¢epMmy GoJabLIOH
KOoMMaHuei? — cnpocds OoH.— Beap co6aka Ha npHBA3H,
H B ycaabbe fepxat He GoJbiue Tpex Kowek. Ecin kpoankos
6yaeT MHOro, TO H XJOMOT GyAeT HeMaJso: KTO-HHOGYIb He-
npeMeHHO MOTepsieTCst B TEMHOTe H MPHIETCS TPAaTHTb BpeMsi
Ha TNOHCKH.

— Uro XK, B Takom cayyae Bo3bMmem OnyBaHunka, Be-
pounky H Xok6urta,— cka3an Jloxmau.— YcTponM Hall Ha-
Jetuk 3aBTpa, Opex?

— Yem panbuie, TeM Jayyuie,— cka3zan Opex.— )Kaab,
YTO MO BeyepaM YyxKe TEMHO, a TO Mbl Morju Obl B3fTh
¢ co6oit Kuxapa. Bor 6bl oH mo3a6aBuJcs!

IMon Beuep IlsaTbiii cHOBa 3aBes peyb O MPEACTOSILIEM
HaJseTe.

— Tlo-BuanmoMmy, He CTOMT TeGsi OTTOBapHBaTb OT 3TOM
3KCreHLHH, — cKa3as on Opexy.

— YX HeT a1 y Te6si Kakoro-Hu6yiab CKBEPHOro mpen-
4yBCTBHA? — o6ecrnokoenHo cnpocHa Opex.— Ecan 3to Tak,
rOBOPH HauyHCTOTY!

— Tlo npaBne roBopsi, YTO-TO MeHSl YXKAaCHO TPEBOXHT,
H 3T0 KacaeTcs Te6s oaHoro, Opex, ToJIbKO Te6si, a He APYrHX.
MHe kaxeTcsi, 4YTO cefiyac Thl — COBCEM OJHMH, KaK CyXOil
CYK Ha ¢oHe Heba.

— Hy, ecis Tol Aymaewb, YTO HeMPHATHOCTH TIpoO3AT
OJIHOMY MHe, a He HAlUHM TOBapHL1AM, TaK CKa)XH MM, NyCTb
OHH pewwaioT, 4yto Aeaatb. Ho yurtn, [laTwii, s mpu stom
MHOro norepsiio. Bce noaymaioT, yto s cTpycua!

— Tlouemy 6bl Te6Ge He HOKAATbCAA BO3BpalueHusi OcTpo-
aucra! 1 npowly HeMHOroro: MOAOXAH Mapy AHei!

— Hy yx Her! IycTb MeHsl 3amaBsT CHJIKH, eciH 51 Gy-
ny noxunatbess Ocrposncra! Heyxkenu Thl He NMOHMMaelub,
YTO MHE XOUeTCsi MPHUBECTH CIOAA KPOJbYHX HMEHHO 0 ero
npuxona? Hy, xopowo! §I o6ewaio GbTb OYeHb OCTOPOXK-
HeiM! SI He cTymuiio samoii Aa)ke Ha ABOp, a Gymy CHAeTb
Ha TponuHKke mnepel ¢epMof. YK ecaH Thl Jaxke Tenepb
CKaXkelllb, YTO 51 He WAy TeGe HaBCTpeuy, TO A He 3HAIO, YTO
H genatb!

CrenyioliHil feHb BBLAAJICA HA PeAKOCTb CYyXHM H COJi-
HeyHbIM. 3alyJ CBeXHii BeTep M Pa3orsaj BUepaLIHHH Ty-
maH. Opex yBes Jloxmaua u CMopoauHy Ha otkoc. Otciona
OHH MOTJIH OCMOTpEeTb CTOfIBILYIO Ha HEBbLICOKOM XOJIMe yca/ib-
6y. OH omkcasn MM MOAXOAH K depMe M cKa3aJ, rle HCKaTh
K/IeTKY C KPOJIHKaMH.

Jloxmau Gbln B BocTtopre. [lepcnektBa nepeXHTb HHTe-

130



pecHble TNpPHKJIOYeHHs H GOAPAILWA BeTep JAeHCTBOBAJH Ha
Hero BO36yxjaoLie.

B npeapuaeHHH onacHocTH oH 3actaBua OnyBaHuHKa,
Xok6HTa 1 BepoHHKY NOTPEeHHPOBATLCS M OPraHH30BaJ yue6-
HBlli «60fi ¢ KowKo#». JIoxmMau B3sl Ha ce6s Posib KOLIKH,
a Apysbsl NOJKHB OblIH HanajaaTb Ha Hero. Mrpa B BH-
coKoit TpaBe pa3Beceqnsa Aaxe Opexa, Tak YTo B KOHLe
KOHIIOB OH NMPHCOEJIHHHJICA K KOMNAaHHH H CHayaja chirpal
POJib aTaKyiolllero KpoJHKa, a 3aTeM pOJib KOLIKH, NPH-
yeM cBepKaJ TIJa3aM# M TpeneTaj TOYb-B-TOYb KaK ero
nosiocatasi 3Hakomasi ¢ ¢epmbl BsizoBass Pouwa.

— Ecsim Mbl nocsie Bcero 3Toro He BCTPETHMCSI C KOLIKOG,
s 6yay ropbko pasouyapoBaH,— 3asiBua OnyBaHyuk. OH noa-
JXKHAaJ CBOeil OuepeaH W TOTOBHJICA GPOCHTbCA Ha CyXoil
GYKOBHIH CyK, H306paKaBIUHA KOwWwKy.— $I 4yBCTBYIO, uTO
CTaJl 10 XYTH ONAaCHbLIM XXHBOTHBIM!

— 3x, mucrep Onypan! Uem Tpenatb s3blKOM, Thl Gbl
crnepBa noBHAad Kowek! — BMemadncs Kuxap, oxoTuBuuiics
no6MH30CTH HA YJAHTOK.— Muctep JloXxMay H3BOJHT WIYTHTD,
GoapoctH paaH. A Kouwka He wyrka! Ee He Buauuwb, ee He
CJIbIIUKLD, H BAPYTr — MpHIr! — H OHa TYT Kak TyT!

— Ho Mul He coGupaeMca pa3jieubcsl Ha TpaBKe M YCTpO-
HTb NHKHHK! Mbl GyaeM Hacropoxe! — Bo3pa3uJs Jloxmau.

Opex u Jloxmau peLIHJsH, YTO HaJleT, ROJKEH HauyaTbCs
C HaCTyn/IeHHeM TEeMHOTHl, Korjaa Ha ¢epme Bce 3aTHXHeT.

— JloMalHKM KpoJIHKaM GyleT MyYHTeJbHO TPYAHO HO-
6upaTbesi 0 xonMa. Ilpuaerca yx Ham OHTb ¢ HHMH Gec-
KOHEYHO TepnesMBbIMH,— Mpeaynpeaua apyseir Opex.—
HyHo 3a6paTh HX H HeMeJJIEHHO HATH B KOJIOHHIO, NIOKa He
paccBesio, He poGesi nepef MHASAMH.

— Ecan HaM npuieTcs coBceM CKBepHO, MHl Bceraa
MOXeM GpPOCHTb NOMAIUHHX KPOJIHKOB M YApaTh. DJHJK
BCErja XBaTalOT OTCTaBLIHX,— cKasaa Jloxmau.— Jro, sAc-
HOe 11e/10, CBHHCTBO, HO B MepBYI0 Ouepeb GyneM crnacaTb
cBoHx!

B cymepkn KpoJHku no6pajuch 10 amM6apoB.

JiBe KpHICH, 3aHABIUHE MO3HLHH Y Ky4H CBeKJb, Monpo6o-
BaJi GbJIO HA HHX OCKaJHTbCS, HO NepefyMajlH H OCTaBHJH
B nokoe. IToAKpeNnHBILHCH, KPOJIHKH YIOTHO YCTPOHJIHCh B CO-
JoMe M TpocHiesH B am6ape 10 Tex MOp, MOKAa 3aKaT
He morac.

KpoJinku He 3HAIOT Ha3BaHWi 3Be3n, Ho Opex 3HaJ, rae
BOCXOAMT 3Be3ja, KOTOPYl MH 3HaeM Kak Kanemny. Ou
pellns MOJOXKAaTh N0 TeX NOp, MOKa OHAa He 3acBepKaeT
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B CeBepo-BOCTOYHOH YacTH He6a, crpaBa OT KpbILIH JOMa.
Korpa Kaneana mowna g0 HameueHHOH MM Toukd, Opex
3aCTaBHJ TOBapHLIeH NOAHATbCA H NOBEJ HX BBEPX 110 CKJIOHY,
NO HanpaBJIeHHIO K BSi3aM, OKPYXaBLiMM ycaan6y. ¥ Bep-
WHHB OH MPOCKOYHMJ Yepe3 H3ropoib H BbiBeJ BCeX Ha TPO-
NHHKY K (epme.

Hanee Jloxmau craa Bo raaBe oTpsiaa, a Opex cnps-
TaJjIcl MOJA YnaBlIHi CyK, Ha6ioas 3a TeM, KaK BCe MpPOLLIH
Bcaea 3a JloxmauoM B rayGHHYy OBOpa, H MNPHTOTOBHJCS
K mosiromy oxuaasuio. Houb Gbina TeMHO#H, TaK 4TO BCKOpe
JeCaHTHHKH HCYe3JIH H3 BHIY.

OpnoneBias JloxMaya oxoTa AeHCTBOBaTb BCKOpe Halljia
ce6e npuMeHeHue. [ToBepHyB 3a yros, OH HoCc K HOCy CTOJ-
KHYJICSL C KOLUKOH.

310 6bna, oAHAaKO, He mojocatas 3Hakomas Opexa,
a TpexuBeTHas 0co6a XKEHCKOro MoJa, Tollas MOABHXKHas
KOIIKA, M3 TeX, 4TO JIOGAT CHAETb Ha NOJAOKOHHHKe
B HoXauuByio norogy. Kowka oGorHyna am6ap, ysuzena
KPOJIHKOB H 3aCThljia.

Jloxmau sipocTHO GpocuJicsi eit Hamepepes, KaK €caH Gbl
3T0 Gbla He KOWIKA, a OYKOBbI CyyoK, Ha KOTODOM OHH
NOBCIOAY MPOBOAHIM TpPeHHPoBKY. OfHaKo ero omnepeaua
OnyBaHynK. BeickounB HaBCTpeuy, OH ouapana’ KOLUKY KOr-
TAIMH H OTTpBIrHyJ Hasal. Korza Kowka otckounna, Jloxmay
6pocuJicl Ha Hee C JPYroii CTOPOHbI H NPHIABHJ ee K 3emJe
BCell TAXeCTbIo cBoero Teja. Kycasich, OHH CLENHINCh H NOKa-
THJHCb MO ROpoxKe. OcTasibHble KPOJHKH CJBILAJH, KaK
JloxMau wunes He Xyx<e caMoH KOIUKH, MbITasicb HaWTH
onopy W BCTaTb Ha HOTH. 3aTeM OHH YBHJEJH, YTO €ro
3a[iHAifA Jlafia ynepJjach B GOK KOLIKe H HaHecJa HeCKOJIbKO
CHJIbHBIX YAapOB. 3HaTOKH KOLIAYbHX MOBAaJOK yBEpSIOT, UTO
KOIUKH He BBbIAEPXHBAIOT NPAMOro H PpELIHTeNbHOrO Ha-
najeHHs.

CTPeMHTeJIbHOCTb M SIPOCTb ATaKH OLUIEJOMHJIH KOLIKY.
OHa oTHOAb He Gblaa cna6GoCHIbHOH, HO B Juue Jloxmauya
CTOJIKHYJIaChb € MPHpOXAeHHBIM Goiinom. Exsa efi ynasnoce
otopBaThes oT JloxmMaua, Kak BepoHnka yaapui ee nepeaneit
nanoit mo Mopae. PaHeHas Kolllka o6paTHJach B NO30pHOe
GercTBo, NMPOCKOYHJIA ABOP H HCue3ja mod 3a6opoM.

W3 Tpex LJIHHHBIX MapaJJelibHbIX LlapaniH Ha Jane Jlox-
Maua noTek/Ja KpoBb. JleCaHTHHKH NMpPHHAJHCbL GbiIO Ha Bce
JNafibl pacxBaJiMBaTh €ro, HO OH CepPAHTO OGOpBaJ HX, OrJS-
fesl TeMHBIi 1BOP H MOMBITAJCA YCTAHOBHTb, A€ OHH Ha-
XOAATCS.
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— Tpe xe capail ¢ KJeTKo#H? — cnpocua oH.— Hago
He 3eBaTh, NOKa cobaka cmuT!

XOK6UT BCKOPE OGHApPYIKHJ CTOSIBLIHI B 3aKOYJIKe capail.
Bonpeku Bcem onacenusiM Jloxmaua, ABepb capasi okasaJack
OTKPBITOM, H KPOJIHKH OJIHH 32 APYTHM NPOCKOJIb3HYJIH BHYTPb.
B TeMHOTe K/JeTKH He ObIO BHAHO, HO M3 yrjia Lies 3anax
KPOJIMKOB H CJBIILAJIach HX BO3HS.

— Tlycte CMoponuHa OTKpoeT KJEeTKy, a Bbl Tpoe —
rJia3 He CmyckaTh €O aBopa! — mpuKa3aa Jloxmau.

OrtbickaB cHon coJsombl, Jloxmay 1 CMopoanHa B3oGpa-
JIHCb O HeMy K KIeTKe.

— 1o Th mnpuuwen, Opex-pa? — OKAHKHYN HX ONHMH
H3 KPOJIHKOB.

— OH Hac npucaan. Kro u3 Bac xoueT MATH ¢ HaMH? —
crnpocua Jloxmau.

Hacrynujo mosuaHue, 3aTeM B CeHe MOCJbILIAJNACh BO3-
HeA, 1 Benas Kawka 3akpuuana:

— $1 xouy c¢ Bamu! Beimycrure mens!

CMopoavHa mojowes K MpoBoJiovHOH asepu. OGHIioXxaB
paMy, OH cHefasl HECKOMbKO Ge3yCNellHbX MOMBITOK mnepe-
TPHI3Th KOXaHble MeTIH Yy ABEpUbl, a 3aTeM DacTepsiHHO
npHceJs.

— Boioch, 4TO 51 He CyMmelo OTKPBITb 3Ty ABepb! — orop-
YEHHO CKa3aJ OH.— MoeT 6biTb, K HHM MOXXHO TNO-APYyroMy
nono6partbes?

B 3TOT MOMeHT, cTaB Ha 3aiHHe Janbl, CaMLIHT MONOXHI
nepefiHHe Ha NpoBOJIOuHyio aBepily. Ilpu 3ToM uacTb ABepH
BBLICTYNHJIa HAapyXy H BEePXHAS KOXaHasi NeTIs PacTsHy-
snace. CMOpPOJAHHA 3aMeTHJ, YTO NeTas clerka oToulia oT
ZepeBa.

— TlonpoGyii-ka norpui3Th 3Ty mneTJio! — CKa3anl OH
Jloxmauy.

3auenuB 3y6aMH KoxaHylo netJio, JIoxmMau H30 Bcex cHJ
PBaHyJ ee, H KOXa cJlerka TpPecHyJa.

— ODpHCOM  KAsIHYCb, MOJydaeTcs! — cKasal CTPALLHO
n0BOJIbHBIA CMOpOaKHa.

IMetn1s1 Gbilsia NpHGHTA Ha COBECTb M HHKaK He TN0J1aBaJach,
TaK YTO KPOJHKAaM NPHLIJIOCH OCHOBAaTeNbHO MOBO3HTBHCH.
OnyBaHYHK HepBHHYAJ H ABaXKIbl MOJABaJ CHrHAJ TPEBOTH
3psi. JloxmMay NOHSJ, YTO YacoBble TPEBOXKHJHMCH 33 OTCYT-
CTBHEM HacTosillero feJa. [Toatomy ox nomensscs ¢ OnyBaH-
YHKOM MeCTaMH M Beses Beponnke cmenutb CMOpPOLMHY.
OnHaKo, HECMOTPSI Ha BCe YCHJIHS, KPOJHKH elie Gblin na-
JIEKH OT ycriexa. BepxHIOO MeT/iio WM yAaJoch Meperpuiarhb,
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3aTO HHXKHASL YNOPHO He mojaaaBasack. OTayBasick H Tpsicst
OT HeTeprmeHHsi ycamu, JloxmMau cHOBa NpHBesq K KileTKe
CmopoauHy.

— Yro penath? — cnpocun oH.— JlaBafi mpuayMbiBait
cBOM uyneca!

CMOpOIHHa BHHMaTeJbHO pasrJsijes ABeply.

— TonkHH-Ka ABepb C Haueit croponbl, Jloxmauy, gma
nokpenye!

JloxMau, MOAHABIUHCL Ha 3a/HMX Jamax, TOJNKHYJ Bepx-
HIOI0 4acTb ABeplbl, H paMa Jerko nosepHyJack. Jloxmay
e/lBa He CBAJIMJICS BHYTPb KJETKH; HCMyraBLUKCh, OH, (bIpKas,
OTCKOUHJI.

— Tul kak Gyaro tpeGoas uynec! Bor teGe u uyno! —
¢ yaoBJeTBOopeHHeM cKasan CmopoauHa.— A Hy, elie pa3s
TOJIKHH, Ja He 3eBad: eclH [ABepb BHE3aNMHO CAACT, Thi
ynajeib.

Yepea MHHYTY HBepb BHCeNa yXXe Ha ONHOM KpIOUKe.
Benas Kamika ToNKHyJa ee H3HYTPH H BblIe3Jia Hapyxy,
3a Hefi BompbirHya Camwut. Jpyrne aBa oGuTaTenst
kretkn — JlaBp u Komna Cena ¢ omackoit nocJenoBau
3a HHMH.

— Tne Opex-pa? — cnpocun JlaBp, TpPeBOXHO oOris-
ZbIBasi Chb.

— OH nofKKAaeT Hac Ha TPomMHKe,— cka3an Cmopo-
JMHa.

— A u4To TaKoe TPONMHHKA?

— Kak, Bbl H 3TOro He 3Haete? — yausuJics CMopoanHa,
HO OJEPHYJ ceGsl U 3aMO/IYaJl, MIOHSAB, YTO KPOJIHKH He 3HAIOT
He TOJMbKO TPOMHHKH, HO HaXe H CBOEro ABOpa.

— Bpems He xzet! 3a MHOM! — NPHHAJN Ha ce6A KOMaH-
noBanue Jloxmau.

— A kyna? — po6ko ocBenomuicsi CaMIIHT.

— KoHeuHo, npoub oTciofa! — HeTepneJgHBO U Pe3KO OT-
petust Jloxmau.

JloMaluHHe KPOJNHKH HCIyraHHo nepersiHyaucb. OHu
GOATHCh OTPOMHOrO CEPAHTOrO KPOJIHKA CO CTPAHHOH KOMHOH
Mexa Ha rojose. MIX BCTpPeBOXHJIO, 4TO OT Hero mnaxio
cBexefi kpoBblo. He 3nas, uTo oT HuX Tpe6GyeTcs, OHH pacTe-
PAJHCD.

Koraa CmopoanHa MoHsJ, 4TO OHH GecrnoMoLlHee HOBO-
POXIEHHHX KposbyaT, y Hero ymajo cepaue. «Yto ge-
naTbh? — nopyMman oH.— Ecan npeocTaBuTh HX caMuM ceGe,
OHH GYHyT CKaKaTb MO JBOPY MO TeX MOp, MOKa HX He paso-
PBYT KOWIKH. B onMHOUKY OHH ckopee noneTAT Ao JlyHbl,
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yeM noGepyTcs A0 XosimoB». Heo6xoaumo 6blIO 3acTaBHTb
HX AyMaTb O 4eM-TO OObLIEHHOM, YTO MOI/IO Gbl YCIOKOHTb.
On nosepHysica K KpoJbunxe no umenn Benas Kauwka.

— He nymaio, uTo6bl Te6e Koraa-HHGYAb NPHXOAMJIOCH
LIMNaTh HOYbIO TPaBy,— CKa3as OH.— A HOYBIO OHA ropa3fio
BKkycHee! Ilofizem 3a TpaBoii.

— $1 661 He mpoub, ecan 310 GesonacHo! Ho Tyt Kouwrku!

«Hy, X0Tb B 3TOM ecThb Kakasi-TO HOJIi 3APaBOr0 CMbIC-
Jna»,— nogymaa CMopoausa. Beayx e oH ckasan:

— Ham GoJsbluo# KPOJIMK C JIErKOCTbIO OflosIeeT JioGyIo
KouKy!

— Ho oH Gosblue He pacrmosioXeH ApPaTbCsl C KOLIKa-
mu! — Becesio npu6asus Jloxmau.— Ho ecan Bw B camom
JieJle XOTHTe TMOeCTb TPaBbl NpPH JYHHOM cBeTe, Huemre!

Bens cpoit oTpsin no nsopy, Jloxmau 3ameTdJs y noJieH-
HHLbI HeSICHBI CHJlYST No6GHTOH MM KowKH. Ee, KaK H BcsKyio
KOIUKY, HEOTPa3sHMMO NpPHTATHBAJ BHA KPOJHMKOB, HO, MO-
BHIHMOMY, Y Hee He XBaTaJo CMeJIOCTH JJIsi HOBOTO CpaXeHHs,
H OHa Jlajla HM CNOKOHHO nepedTH ABOP.

JloxMauy ka3asoch, YTO OHH HIYT YyAOBHILHO MeIJIEHHO.
Camuwut ¥ Kauka NMOHs/IM, YTO HYXXHO TOPOMHTbLCH, M CTa-
pasuch He OTCTaBaTb, HO ABA APYTHX KPOJHMKA, BBINPHIrHYB
BO ABOP, YCEJHCh Ha 3eMJI0 M GeCCMBICJEHHO OCMaTPHBAJHCh
no cropoHaM. OHH TO MoprajH, TO BBIKaTHIBAaJH T[J/a3a,
He cywas HH yroBopoB CMOPOZMHbI, HH TPO3HBIX OKPHKOB
Jloxmavua.

B 3TOT MHMr Ipyras KollKa, moJjocaTasi 3Hakomasi Opexa,
o6Gowna capait 3a yraom H Gpocuaach k HuM. Korma onu
NMPOXOAHJH MHMO KOHYpbl, BHE3aNHO NPOCHYJCS Mec, BbiCy-
HYJl MOPJly, TOX€e YBHJeJ KPOJIMKOB, KHHYJICS BIIePes H FPOMKO
3asiasl.

— Heuero paccuxuBatb! — KpukHys Jloxmau.— Bee 3a
MHOH, BBepX MO TpomHHKe!

Cmopoausa, Beponnka u XokGHT, noaTosikHyB CaMiunta
u Kauky, nycTHiuch GexaTb B HaleXnae CIPATaTbCs NMOX
am6ap, a OnyBaHunk ocraJjcst Boaie Konusl Ceda. OH yMoasia
ee MOTOPOMHUTbCS, C TPeBOroil OXHAasA, YTO €ro CNHHA BOT-
BOT OLUYTHT OCTPOTY KOLIAUbHX KOITEil.

JloxMay NOJCKOYHA K Hemy:

— Ecnn He xouewb, yTo6 Te6s yxaonasu, BeiGupaiics
onuH!

Jlait coGaku Obln myraiolle rpoMKHM, H cam Jloxmau
NOYYBCTBOBAJ1, YTO €ro BOT-BOT OXBAaTHT MaHKHKa. OnyBaHUHK,
nokosie6aBuunch, octaBua Konny CeHa Ha ABope W nomuascs
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no TponuHKe psgoM c Jloxmauom. Bce ocTanbHble yuacTHUKH
peiina yxe co6panuch Bokpyr Opexa. Camwur u Kawka
[POXKaJ1 M, Ka3aJoch, COBCeM BbIGH/HCh M3 cua. Opex mo-
TBITAJICA HX YCNOKOHTb, HO, YBH/EB MOSi BABILETOCS H3 TEMHOTBI
Jloxmaua, 3amoJiyaJ.

— Bce Haauuo! — ckasan Jloxmau.— HMpem, uto au?

— A Beab B KJeTKe GblJO YeThipe Kpoanka! — ckasan
Opex.— 'ne e ocraJibHbie?

— Mbl He MOTJIH € HHMM HHuero nofenats! Tam crpaluto
3anassa co6aka,— CKOHdYKeHHO cka3as CMopoauHa.

— Tak BBl HX BHINYCTHJH Ha cBoGoay?

— CKopo OHH cOBceM OCBOGOAATCH,— CEPAHTO CKasas
Jloxmau.— Tam GeraioT aBe KoLIKH!

— 3aueM e Bbl HX GPOCHJH?

— OHu He xoTes ABHraTbesi ¢ Mecta! Bee y Hac nowio
IIHBOPOT-HABLIBOPOT.

— A co6aka Ha npusA3H? — ocegomuiacs Opex.

— Co6aka-tTo Ha mnpuBsisu! Ho passe KpoJHK MoxeT
He pacTepATbCs, OKa3aBWHCh B ABYX LIarax OT Pa3bsipeH-
HO#l co6GakH, XoTsl Gbl OHa M Obila Ha NpHBs3Hu!

Opex BHE3aMHO MPHHAJ PelleHHe:

— Hagetoch, uto B koMnauuu ¢ Beponnkoit u Xok6uToM
Thl CyMeelllb JOBECTH 3THX KPOJIHKOB [0 KOJIOHHH, Jloxmau?
Ha 3to yiizmer moutH Bess Houb. A OJyBaHuYHK NoiileT co
MHOi1! — OGDBSIBHJ OH.

— Kyna xe, Opex-pa? — cnpocus1 OnyBaHUHK.

— Hano 3a6pate u Tex aBoux! — ckasan Opex.— Tu
6bicTpee Beex Geraelub, O yBaHUHK, TaK YTO He NOJBEPrae ilib-
ca oco6oit omacHocTH. Jloxmau, 6yap apyrom! Beau oTpsn
B KOJIOHHIO!

He ycnmen Jloxmau orsernth, kak Opex CKphuICS NOA
B3aMH. ONyBaHUHK OCTaJICi Ha MecTe, HEyBePeHHO MOTJIA-
aviBasi Ha Jloxmaua.

— Bynewb Tbl HaKOHeL CJIYLIAaTbCSA? — IPO3HO CMPOCHJ
ero Jloxmau.

— A TH caM uYero He CJyuUlaellbCsi? — NEP3KO OTBETHJ
OnyBaHuHK.

JloxMau MOHsJI, YTO €C]H OH He BBIMOJIHHT MPHKa3aHHA
Opexa, TO HacTynMT nonHad Hepa3Gepuxa. I[lpoGopmoTas
4YTO-TO O TOM, 4To Opex cTan B noc/ielHee BpeMs CJAHLIKOM
yMmeH, Jloxmau Aan mo ¢u3HOHOMHH XOKGHTY, KOTOpLIH He
BOBpEMsl NpPHHSJICA JKeBaTb JIMCTbA JIONYyXa, M NMOBEJ CBOHX
nsiTephIX KPOIMKOB BHH3 N0 cKIOHY. OflyBaHUHK Xe GPOCHJICH
3a OpexoM BO ABOp ycajibGhl.
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Tpoasurasice BAOJb aM6apa, OH ycabllaJ, Kak Opex yro-
papuBaeT Konny Cena. OHa u JlaBp cuiens, 3amepes, Ha
TOoM e camom Mecte. Co6aka BepHyJacb B CBOIO KOHYPY,
HO Gbl1a HacTopoxe. OLyBaHYHK OCTOPOXKHO Bbl/le3 H3 TeHH
Ha cBeT W mogowen K Opexy.

— §1 1yt Gecenywo c¢ KomHoit Cena,— ckasan Opex.—
Ibitaloch 06bACHHTL efi, 4To WATH Henaneko. He nomnpo6y-
elWb JH Tl yroBoputb JlaBpa?

OH roBOpHJ BeceJbiM roJocoM, Ho ONyBaHYHK 3aMeTHJ,
YTO y HEro cJerka ApoxaT MepefHHe Janbl.

BHesanHo OayBaHuHK yBHAEN Y4TO-TO CTPaiuHoe. B TeMHoM
HOYHOM BO3yXe MOSIBHJICH cHsolui cBeT. me-To Bnaneke
NpoHeccs CTPaHHBIH Apoxalluuii 3ByK. OH OraIstHyJcsi, Hila
rJla3aMH KOLIeK, H YBHJeJ, 4TO 06e OHH CHIAT, H3OTHYB
cnuHbl, nepex aomoM. IlomHst ynapbl Jloxmaua, OHH He
co6GupaJiich NPHGJIHKATBCSA, HO, OAHAKO, H He YXOLHJH NPOUb.
Fnana Ha HuX, OnyBaHYMK MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO €ro OXBaTbl-
BaeT yxac.

— Opex! 3aecb Kowku! Beaukuit ®Ppuc! ¥ Hux raasa
CBeTAATCS 3eJIeHBIM CBeTOM! — mpoulentaJj OH.

Tem BpemeHeM cTpaHHbIfi BHODHpYIOIIHH 3BYK, MNOCTe-
NEHHO HapacTasi, 3arJIyIIHJ cOGOf LIeJeCT HOYHOro BeTpa.
Bce ueThipe KpOJHKAa 3acTbIH B Pe3KOM OCJ/EMSIOLIEM
cBeTe, MPOJIHBILEMCA HAa HHX 30JIOTHIM JIHBHEM. DTOT myraio-
IWHA CBET MPHIVIYWIMJ BCe MX MPHPOAHbIE WHCTHHKTH. Ony-
BaHYHK NMOMbITajNCs GhljIO GexaTb, HO He CMOT. YIKaCHbli
CBeT MPOHHKaJ, Ka3aJoch, B caMblii ero moar!

ABTOMOGHJIb C 3aX(KEHHBIMH (apaMH MOSIBHJICA Ha J0-
POKKe, MpoexaJ elle HECKOJbKO MeTPOB H OCTaHOBHJICS.

— CwmoTpH, Kpoauku Haiuedl Jliocu yapasu!

YesioBeyeckHe rosoca LLJIH OTKyJa-TO M3-3a HCTOYHHKA
4yJOBHILHO sipkoro cBeta. OHu mpuBeau Opexa B 4yBCTBO.
OH HHYero He BHIEJ, HO OCO3HaJl, YTO HH CJYyX, HH OGOHsIHUe
eMy noka He u3MeHHJH. OH 3aKpblJI IJ1a3a M Cpa3y e TNOHsAJI,
rae HaXOAHTCS.

— Onysanuuk, Konna Cena! 3akpoiite rnasa n Gerom
3a MHOH! — CKOMaH/0BaJl OH, MYCTHBLUKCH GeXKaTb B CTOPOHY
am6apa. Yepea MHHYTY ero HOC yuyssl 3anax JiMIIaKHHKOB
H XOJIOAHYIO BJary KaMHed.

Kpounku GbliH yxe noa am6apom: OnyBaHYHK — cOBCeM
pAlOM, a HeMHoro noaaJbuie — Konsa Cena. Boane am6apa
Pa3fajcs CKpHM MOAOLUB.

— Bor on! 3axoan caanu!

Opex npuasunyacs Kk Konne CeHa:
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— Borock, uto Ham npuaetcs Gpocutb Jlapa. 3a MHoi!

[po6upasicb noj BLICOKHM HACTHIOM [OMa, OHH Mpo-
MOJI3NIH K MeCTy, Tle poc/u Bsi3bl. 'osoca Jiogeit ocraJmch
nosaau. Buiiias B TpaBy y TPONMHKHM, Kyaa He mMonajnas cBeT
dap, KpoNMKH YYysaHM YIAyWJIHBHH 3anax oTpaboTalHOro
rasa. Konna CeHa cHOBa ycesach Ha 3eMJIO H He Noanasa-
Jlacb yroBopaM IBHHYTbCA B MyTb.

— MoxeT G6biTb, Bce-Taku ocraBuM ee, Opex-pa? —
cnpocua OayBaHuuK.— JlloAH He MPHUHHAT el Bpepa! Ouu
nofimasiu JlaBpa u He o6uienH ero, a OTHeC]1H OGPaTHO
B KJeTKy!

— Ecan 66l 370 6bla KPOJHK, 51 Gbl HE Cnopus! — cKasaJ
Opex.— Ho 310 Kposbumxal

Bckope KpPOJHKH MOYYBCTBOBAJH 3anax FOPAIUHX Gesbix
naJjioyek H ycJabllaJH rojoca OGOHX BO3BPATHBIUMXCS BO
IBOp MYXuHH. JIioAH, HarHyBLIHCh, HAaYaJH KOMaTbCA B Ma-
wHHe. Ilocabiuazicsi peskuit 3ByK MeTasuia. DTo, KasaJochb,
npo6yauno Konny CeHa.

— 1 He xouy Ha3aj B KJeTKy! — ckasaJja oHa.

— TIlpaBaa? — cnpocun OpyBanuuk. OHa npHxKasach
K ero mjieuy HOCOM.

OnyBaHYHK ABHHYJICSI B CTOPOHY H3rOPOJH M MepeJe3 ee,
HO, I06paBILKCh JI0 JIeXallleH 32 H3ropoAbio KaHaBbl, NOHS,
YTO HAXOAHTCA He Ha TOH TPOMHHKeE, N0 KOTOPOH OHH MPHLUJIH.
10 6bina coBepllieHHO He3HaKoMasi KaHaBa! OnHaKo, Ka3a-
JIOCb, Heyero GObLIO TPEBOXHTbCH, KaHaBa Lia BHH3 MO
CKJIOHY H Besia K KoJoHHH. OxHpast, uto Opex K HHM BCKOpe
npucoenuHuTes, ONyBaHUMK MeLIEHHO 3aTPYyCH/ MO KaHape.

Bapyr Opex ycibilal, Kak JIOAH OTOLULIH OT XPYRYAHJS.
Besen 3a OnyBaHYHKOM OH MPLITHYJ B KaHaBy. TyT Ha Hero
ynan cBet GoHapHKa, H JIOAM YBHJEJH €ro KpacHble riasa
H GeJblii XBOCT.

— Oii, cMOTpH, BOH TaM AHKHA KpPOJHK!

— Ara, 3HauuT, H HallH HejaJeko!

Opex HarHaa Opysanuuka v Komiy CeHa B KaHaBe moa
KyCTOM KyMaHHKH.

— Bui6upaiitecb Kak MOXHO ckopee! Jlioau uayt 3a
HaMu! — ILENHYJ OH.

— Mol He MoxeM BbiGpaTbesi! Jlasblne KaHaBa 3apbiTal

Opex mnonioxan 3emmo. Cpasy 3a KyCTaMH KyMaHHKH
KaHaBa 6bi1a 3a6pocaHa 3emJieil 1 MycopoM. K3 Hee He Gblio
BhIxoaa!

Tem BpemeHeM JIOAH yXe MOJOLLIH TaK G/IH3KO, YTO
N0 XHBOH H3ropoaH GeraJin 3afyHKH /EKTPHUeCKoro ¢oHa-
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puka. B HecKOMIbKHX MeTpax OT TOro MecTa, rie YKpbLIHCb
KPOJIHKH, 3aTpsic/iach MOJ TsXesbiMH Waramu 3emas. Opex
nosepuyJcs K OnyBaHYHKY.

— Caywa# H noeunyicsa! §1 ceifuac nobery uepes node!
MycTsb Moan Ha MeHs noJoGyloTcs! OHM MOMBLITAlOTCA OcJe-
nmuTh MeHsi cBouM cBeToM. Tem BpemeHeM Bhl ¢ KomHoit BHI-
GupaeTech U3 3Toi KaHaBh! 3aTeM HeceTech NPsIMO K amGapy
co ceeksioii! TlpsiubTech TaM M XKauTe MeHs!

Jlas ciopoB BpeMeHH He Gbio. Opex BbICKOUMJ H3 KaHaBbl
H ToOMYaJICsi Yyepe3 moJe.

— BoH osn! Aty ero!

— Ocuienn ero!

OnyBanunk H Konsa CeHa Bnosia;iiu Ha rpeGeHb KaHaBbl
M CNpPBLITHYJH Ha TPONHHKY. [OHHMBIi HEyMOJHMBIM JyuoM
ceeta, Opex mouTH foGexan A0 MOJS, HO BHE3AaNMHO MOYYB-
CTBOBaJI CHJIbHBIR ylap no 3ajHeil Jame H ocTpylo GoJjb
B Goky. ChesiaB LIMHHBIH NPBDKOK, OH ynaJs B KyCT XKrydefl
KpanHBbl Ha NHe KaHaBbl. )KaJsb, 4TO OH He JOragaJcsi, YTo
y qiofiedi 6bi1o pyxbe! OH MPOMOJI3 MO 3apOCJSAM KPamHBHI,
BOJIOYA 32 coGoH paHeHylo Jamy. Yepe3a MHHYTY PSJIOM C HUM
nosiBATCA JIOAH ¢ doHapsAMH H 3abepyT ero! UyBcTBys, uTO
KPOBb 3aJIHBaeT Jialy, OH CINOTKHYJCA O KaKylo-TO CTEeHKY.
OnHolt CTOPOHBI €ro HOca KOCHYJIOCh ABIXaHHE BeTpa, H M0
Hero JlOHeccsl 3amax 3eMJIH M THHIOLIMX JHCTbeB. Boase ca-
MOT0 €ro yxa pa3aaJoch IJyxoe 3X0 najaioiued Boabl. 3HauHT,
OH JIONO0JI3 0 OTBepPCTHs Kakoro-To Bopoctoka! Ilepen Hum
OTKpHLJICA TJIaJKHA XOJIOAHBIH TyHHeJab, HeMHOTHM GoJiee
Y3KHii, 4eM KPOJIHUHH XOH, HO BCE XK€ JOCTAaTOYHO LIHPOKH.
OnycTHB Yl ¥ NPHXKABIIKCh XHBOTOM K MOKPOIi KHPIIHYHOM
NOBEPXHOCTH, OH MpoJsie3 B OTBEPCTHE, TOJKas mepen coGof
HeGOJIbILYIO KYUKy MHIKOH Ips3H. Y CJBIILIAB, YTO TOMAIOLLHE
wary NpHG/IHAKAIOTCA, OH 3aMep H 3aTaHJ AbIXaHHe.

— YK He npoma3saJ JH To, JxoH!

— §1 Bpezan emy kak Hagmo. Byap cmokoen! I'nsam,
CKOJIbKO KpOBHLIH!

— 3710 ewe HUYero He 3HAUUT. OH, XOTb H PaHeH, MOXeT,
yXe 0 camoro Jeca pomnep!

— Her, on B kpanuse! Xora... uto 3a uepr! Kyna on
noneBaJcs?

— K nesiBonty ero! He wiAThess e HaM 3a HHM BCIO
Houb! He Hazo 6biio coBaThes ¢ BhicTpeaamu, xou! Tenepn
KPOJIMKH MepPeTPyXHYJH M ynpsATanucb. PaHeHoro mo-
Hilem 3aBTpa!

CHoBa HacCTynuJa THIWHHA, a Opex Bce JexaJs K Jexasa
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B XOJIOAHOM TYyHHeJe, CAyliasi HECKOHYaeMblHl LIENOT BOAbL.
Jlensinasi ycTanocTh CKOBaJla €ro, H, UyBCTBYSI, YTO PaHEeHYIO
Jlany CBOAMT CYAOpora, OH BNajJ B JAPEMOTHOE OLENeHeHHe.
UYepes HekoTOpOe BpeMs H3 OTBEPCTHSI BOAOCTOKA MOKA3aJ1ach
CTPyiKa KDOBH, TSIXKE/NbIMH KalJISIMH 3aKanaBlias B MyCTyiO
KaHaBy, Ha J[He KOTOPOH YeTKO OTneyaTtatuch riyGoKue
cefibl rpy6blx camor.

EREEE

Korza no6.u3octd mpossyyasn BbicTpes, Jloxmau, Je-
JKaBIUHH Ha coJioMe, MOAMPLITHYJ H TPHrOTOBHJCS GexaTb,
HO Cpasy e OflepHyJ ce6si ¥ HaGPOCHJCA Ha NOAYMHEHHbIX:

— He 6exaTtb! 3aech HeT HH X0J0B, HH HOp!

— Hagmo Gexartb mopasblue OT PyXbsi! — NPOrOBOPHJ
CMOpOAHHA, Y KOTOPOro BbIKaTHJHCh OT CTpaxa rJasa.

— Croiite! — ckasaa Jloxmay, npucJayiwmnsasice.— Kro-
TO H3 HalMX GeXHT BHH3 No nopoxke! Cuablwute?

— §I cablwry, yTo GeryT ABa KpoJHka,— cka3ai Cmopo-
AHHa, NMOMOJYAB,— MPH 3TOM y OAHOTO CHJbLI Ha HCXoje.

Bce neperasiHynuch M 3aTHXJaH. Jloxmau choBa BeTal.

— OcraBaiiTecb Ha MecTe, i puBedy Hx!

Ha otkoce oH Bcrpetua Opysanunka. ToT yrosapusasn
npuxpambipaiollyio Konuy Cena.

— Pagn  Ppuca! — Bckpuuan Jloxmau.— I'me  Opex?

— Jlioogn 3acTpenuan ero! — mpocToHan OnyBaHUHK.

Jloxmau npusen Opyeanunka u KonHy Cena B capaif,
H OLyBaHYHK NMOBTODPHJ:

— Jlioau 3actpesnan Opexa! Onu cxBaTuau JlaBpa u cy-
HYJM €ro Hasajl B KJIETKY, a 3aTeM NPHLLIM 332 HaMH. Mu
3a6pesn B KaHaBy, H3 KOTOpOiH He Gblio Bhixoma. Opex BH-
Gexal HaBepx, YTOGbl OTBJEYb OT HAac BHHMaHHe Jioned
H naTb Ham yATH! HukTo M3 Hac He HoraabiBajCs, yTO
y JAogeil ectb pyxbe!

— A Tnl yBepeH, uto Opex y6uT? — cnipocut BepoHuKa.

— $1 He BHAE, 4TOGH! B HErO NOMAJH, HO B HEro CTpesiJH!

— Hano Bce-takn ero nopoxaats! — pewna Jloxmau.

Onu poaro xaanu. Hakonen OnyBanunk H Jloxmay ocro-
POXKHO BbIIE3JM Ha TPOMHHKY. OHH [OIJIH 10 KaHaBbl, yBH-
Jle/IH, YTO 3eMJIsi Ha ee JHe PAaCTONTAaHa CanoraMH M 3ajuTa
KPOBBIO, H BEPHYJHCh.

INyTb DOMOH 3aHAN HECKOJBKO THAXeJbX uacoB. TpH
JIOMalUHHX KPOJIHKA eBA MOJ3JH M TskKeJo XpomaJu. Bce
Y4aCTHHKH MOXOla OTyNesJH OT BoJiHeHHsi H ropsi. Korna
OHH HaKoHell AOGpajHCb A0 MOAHOXHS Xoama, Jloxmau
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pesien CmopoanHe, Beponnke u XOKGHTY MATH B KOJIOHHIO
H OCTaJcs ¢ TPEMs! JOMalUHHMH KPOJIMKaMH Ha moJe, 4ToGH
IaTh MM nepefOXHyTb. Bensi cBoit manenbkuit otpsa, Cmo-
poaMHa C MNEPBLIMH Jy4yaMH 3apH NpPHGIH3WICH K Jecy,
H BAPYT KaKOH-TO KPOJIHK GPOCHJICA HM HaBCTpeuy No MOKpO#
Tpase. 10 6bia [aThiil. CMOPOAMHA OCTAHOBHJICSA, a OCTaJb-
Hble B MOJIYaHHH TOLWIH Janblie.

— Tarslit,— ckasan CMopoarHa.— Y Hac NMJIOXHe BeCTH.
Bena!

— $1 3nal0,— nepe6un Iarwi.— S Bce 3Haio!

— OTKyZa TH 3TO 3Haelub? — CIPOCH yAHWBJeHHbIH CMo-
poauHa.

— Korga B uwH ciofa no TpaBe, sl YBHAEJ, YTO 3a
BaMH MIET elle OAHWH KPOJHK,— THXO cKasan [latei.—
OH XpoMaJi H C HOT 1O roJIOBH Gbl MOKPHT KpoBblo. S moa-
6exaJs, 4yTo6H y3HaTb, KTO 3TO, H TYT 0Ka3aloch, YTO Bac
TOJILKO TPOe H BBl HjJeTe OJHOMH LuepeHroil.

OH OCTaHOBHJICAI M NOCMOTpeJ1 BHH3 Ha MoJje, Kak GyATO
BCE ellle HCKaJ [J1a3aMH HCTEKAOLIero KpOBbIO KPOJHKA,
pacrasiBiiero B yTpeHHeM TyMaHe. .

HoBuiX KpOJMKOB OXHAana rpycthHas Bcrpeya! [laxe
KoJIOKOIbYHK He BBLIMOJIBHJI HH OJHOIO BECeJoro CJoBa.
OpnyBaHuMK G6bl1 GesyTellleH, BCMOMHHasi, YTO OH He cyMeJl
yaepxath Opexa. CoGpaHue 3aKOHYHJIOCH MPAayHBIM MOJIYa-
HHEM.

B TOT xe neHb oxpoMmesunii OCTPOJIHCT BO IJIaBe CBOEro
oTpsia BepHyJcsi B KoJoHHIO. M3 ero ToBapHiueli TOJIbKO
CepeGpHcthlii He Obil paHeH M fepxaicsi Goapo. ¥ Kpy-
WHHE OblJIa paHa Ha Mople, a 3eMJSIHHKAa BeChb ApOXKaJ
u Gbl1 mpelenbHO HcrolleH. Ilocibl He mpuBean ¢ coGoft
HH OIHOM KPOJIbYHXH.

ERENEY

TIATEI HEMOABMIKHO JieXKasJ Ha 3eMJSHOM MOJY CBoedt
HOpBI, @ CHapyXH Ha XOJMaX LAPHJ KapKHA H CBeTJBbIA
noJiieHb. I1POMOKIIME OT POCH NMayTHHKH ObICTPO BhICOXJIH,
W Becesble 35i6JMKH PaHO 3aMoOJKJH. )Kapkuil Bo3dyX, Ka-
3a/10Ch, KOJIbIXaJICSi Hafl MyCTLIHHBIMH MPOCTOPaMH, MOPOCILHK-
MH JKEeCTKOM, KaK mpoBoJIOKa, Tpapof. C/bILIANOCh TOJIbKO
HEYMOJIYHOE CTPEKOTaHHe Ky3HEYHKOB, Aa CHJbHO NMaxjio pa-
30rpeThiM THMbSHOM.

IaTHit 3agpemas, HO NPOCHYJCS B JKapKHH INOJIeHb
OT My4HTeJIbHBIX CHOBH/IeHHH. Best Biara B Hope Hcnapuaach,
M CTPYAKH CyXOil 3eM/u majaj¥ Ha Hero ¢ mortoaka. Ilpo-

142



cbinasicb, OH BCNOMHHA, 4To Opex moru6, u CHOBa yBHAe,
Kak NpH3payHasi TeHb XPOMOrO KPOJIHKA HCue3aeT B MEPBBIX
JNyyax yTpeHHero coiHna. I'me ke ceffuac 3TOT KpOJHK?
[ATbil MONBITAJICA MBICJEHHO MOC/]EI0BATh 32 HUM B YTOHYB-
wee B MpeApaccBETHOM TyMaHe MOJIe...

* o %

TymaH kay6usca Bokpyr IlsiToro, HO OH ymopHo npoGu-
pajcsi CKBO3b 3apOCiM KpamHBbl M uyepromosoxa. Bapyr
wenwni Bnepean Kpoauk ucyed. Ilarhit ocrancs oauu. OH
HCMyraJjcs, HO TOTHaC XKe YC/bilIajg 3HaKoMble € JeTcTBa
noJieBble 3anaxH M 3BYKH. B 3THX kpasix oH nosiBuJCcs Ha
cset! BypHoe 1BeTeHHe sieTa yxe oTowuno, u [IsaThlil wen noa
roJibiMH BeTKaMH siceHs. [IAThii nepewes pyueil U ABHHYJCS
no JOPOKKe BBepX, TyAa, rae oHH ¢ OpexoM BHAENH HOCKY
¢ o6bsiBJeHHeM. «31ech JIH ellle OHa?» — moaymana oH. OH
PO6KO moAHAJ ria3a. 3a TyMaHOM HHYero He GbLIO BHIHO.
Bapyr Ilateiii 3aMeTH1 Ha Xo/Me 4YeJOBeKa, AEPXKaBLIEro
B pyKax JiomaTy, BepeBKy H UTO-TO €llle, MeHbluee MO pas-
MepaM, Ha3HaueHHe uero Ghbio eMy HemoHATHO. Jlocka ¢ 06b-
SIBJICHHEM JIe)XKaJla Ha 3eMJe, HO OHa, Kas3aJoch, CTaja ro-
pas3fo MeHblue, yeM 3TO NOMHUNOCh [IaToMy, H K Hell ceituac
6Ghiia npH6HTa JVIMHHAsA yeThlpeXrpaHHas maJka. Benas mo-
BEPXHOCTb Oblla MOKPBLIT2 OCTPLIMH UEPHLIMH MAaJIOUYKaMH.
IMartoiii B306pajcss Ha XOJM H OCTAaHOBHJCH y CaMblX HOT
yesoBeka. TOT, HarHyBIUKHCh, 3arSAAbIBa] B IMyGHHY TeMHOM
y3koil siMbl. Yesosek moBepHya K [latoMy roJosy.

«Uro s penalo, Kak Tbl AyMaellb, a?» — CHPOCHJ OH.
«Uto BH fenaeTe?» — ApoXKa OT CTpaxa, MepecrnpocH
IMNatwi. «f1 cobupalock NOCTaBHTb 31eCh 3Ty JOCKY,— CKa3aJ
yenoBek.— Thl, KOHEUHO, He MNPOYb Y3HAThb, UYTO 3TOP» —
«Jla»,— npowentaa Ilatblii. «<A 3T0 418 Ballero yeproBa
Opexa,— 06bsicHH yesioBeK.— HaM HyXHO BbIBECHTb O HeM
o0bsiBJeHHe. A YTO B 3TOM OGDBABNEHHH FOBOPHTCH, KaK Thl
ayMaewb?» — «He 3naio! PasBe JOCKH MOTYT rOBOPHTB?» —
cnipocua ITsaThlil. «A yTo, HeT? TO-TO H BLIXOAHT, UTO Mbl 3HaeM
GoJblue Balero. Bot Mel H y6HBaeM Bac, KOria HaM NpHIET
oxora. Hy-Ka, IIsiHb Ha 3Ty JOCKy, MOXeT, H BNpsiMb Gyjelub
3HaTb MoGoJblue!»

IMATBI CMOTpes H CMOTpeJl Ha JOCKY, PaciiblBalOLLYIOCs
nepej €ro ri1asaMH B TyYMaHHBIX CyMepKax, M BAPYT YepHble
NajJoYKH Ha ee NOBEPXHOCTH 3aMficajiH, NOAHAB OCTpble
KJIHHOBHAHbe roJioBkH. OHH 3aTpelllaln Ha pa3Hble roJoca,
KaK CHAfILMe B FHe3je MoJofble Jacku. Mx nagesaTtenbckuit
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XOXOT HOHOCHJICA 10 Hero M3jajeka, Kak GYyATO ero yiuu
BAPYr 3a6ujo mneckoM. A manoukum kpudanu: «B namarte
06 Opexe-pa! B nmamaTb 06 Opexe-pa! Xa-xa-xa!»

«Hy, Tenepb TH mousn? — cnpocun Ilstoro uyesosexk.—
Hazno TobKO BGHTB 3TOT KOJI B 3eMJIO, H sl MOBEWIy Ha HEM
TBoero Opexa! Kak BewaioT JOXJYIO COPOKYy HJIH CTaporo
ropHocras!» — «He penaiite atoro! He nHanol» — 3akpuuan
TsToiit. «Bce 6b nafHO, Ja BOT HET €ro y MeHs,— nepeGuJ
ero yesoBek.— OH 3a6pasicsi B 3Ty yepToBY Abipy! 3abpaJcs,
KOTa s yXe BCe MOArOoTOBHJ!»

TaTefi NOAMOA3 K CaMBIM CanoraM H 3arvisiHyJl B AbIpY
HJIH, MOXeT GbiTb, AMY. OHa 6blia coBceM KpyrJok! 10 Gula
UMJIHHAD M3 KHpNHYeH, yXoAswwi B ray6b 3emyH. ITatwii
no3Ban: «Opex!» I'ie-To B ray6HHe 4TO-TO 3alleBesHJOCh!
OH xoTeJt GbLIO 3aKPHUATH, HO YeJIOBEK yapHJl €ro Mo roJjose,
npsiMo Mexay ywawmn!..

TpocHyBiunch, TIaThil 3a6apaxTaJcsi B ryCTOH Kyde pbiX-
JIoH, Kak myapa, 3eman. OH ycabixas 4ei-To rosioc:

— Cron, Ilatuii, He Gefica! :

On ycencs Ha 3emuio. ['1asa, ywn u HO3apH ero GbuiM
TaK CHJbHO 3aGHThI NMECKOM, YTO OH MNOTEPAJ Ha BpeMs
oGonsinve. OH OTPAXHYJICH H CIPOCHJ:

— Kro 1y1?

— 3to s, Cmopoauna! Ha Te6s ynaia yacTb KpoOBJH,
BoT W Bce. CeromHs Mo Bced KOJIOHHH MajaeT C MOTOJKa
3eMAs, 3TO OT yXKacHOH xapu! Y Te6Gsi, HaBepHoe, 6bla
kowmap. Tel Guics v 3Baa Opexal T'ope Hawe BesHKO, HO
HaJio MOCTapaThCsl MepeHecTH ero!

— Ckaxu: yxe euep? — cnpochs TIAThi.

— Tloka eme 10 Hero He GJH3KO, HO yXe AaJeKO MOC-
ne wu-Ppuca. Otpan Ocrpoancra BepHyscs! 3eMAsiHHKa NpH-
weJ YyTb XKHBOH, H OHH He NPHBEJH HH ORHOM KPOJb-
4uxu!

— Ckaxu, CMoOpoaHHa, Thl NOMHHIIL TO MecTo, e 3a-
crpeanan Opexa?

— TlomHio, KoHeuHo! Mm ¢ JloxmauoM nepes yXonom
ellle pa3 OCMOTPeJH 3Ty KaHaby!

— He mor 6 TH MeHst Tysa NPOBOAHTH?

— Ila Begb 310 pageko, Iatwit! Cefluac Takas >xapal
IlotoM, THl nouyBcTByewlb cebf eille 6ojee HECUACTHBIM.

— Opex xuB! — yBepenHo ckasan IlaTsiii.

— OmwmnbGaewncs! 51 BuAEN KPoBb B KaHaBe.
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— Ho Tl He Bugea ero MepTBbiM! Thi HOJIXKEH BbINOJ-
HUTb Mol0 mpocb6y, CmopoanHa!

— Tol cIHIIKOM MHOroOro mpocHuib!

— B Takom cayuae a1 moiiny oaus!

CmopozrHa 6e3 0co6ofi OXOTH MOAAAJCs Ha YroBOPH
IlaToro, ¥ OHH MOWLIH BHH3 nO CKJIOHYy. IlaATwil ckakaa
C TaKo#M CKOPOCTbIO, KaK 6yATo Heccsl B yKpoithe. Ilox cBep-
KalOLHMH JIY4aMH COJIHUA NMOJSA GbUIH COBEPLIEHHO MyCThIH-
Hbl, H BCE XXHBOE Pa3MepoM KpyMHee MyXH NOMPATAIOCh OT
xkapbl. Korpa own gouwin no am6Gapos, Ilathiii ckasan:

— 3pech, Ka){eTcs, HYXHO MNOIHATbCA Ha MaJieHbKHi
xoqm! Tbl MoKaxku MHe 3Ty KaHasy!

Cmoponuua npusen Ilatoro Tyna, rae CKJIOHHJIHChH MOJO-
MaHHble H MOTONTaHHBE KyCThl Kpamusbl, H IIaTbiii ycescs
B KaHaBe, HIOXas BO3AyX H MOJYaJMBO ocMaTpuBasich. CMmo-
poAMHa ¢ Ge3yTeWHBIM BHIOM, COUYBCTBEHHO riisiast Ha [ls-
Toro, ycesicsi pagoM. Ilo moso npoGexxas Jerkuit BeTepok,
3anmes 4YepHbl ApPo3A Ha BepuuHe Bf3a. Hakouen IaTwit
NOJHS/ICA M MOCKaKaJa Mo AHY KaHaBbl. Hacekomble posiMu
BHJIHCb BOKDYT €ro yuiedl, HO OH YBepeHHO NBHTaJICsi Blepes
H BAPYr yBHIes] nepex coGoii 06JaYKo MyX, NMOAHABILHXCA
¢ BBICTynNalollero 3 3eMau Kamus. Her, 310 6Gbisl He KaMeHb,
C/IMIIKOM IJIaJIOK H npaBHJeH OH 6bla! D10 6bla Kpait Kup-
nuyHoit Tpy6h! Ha kpacHo-KOpHYHEBOM OTBEPCTHH BOJOCTOKA
6bl/1a OTYET/IHBO BHJHA TOHKAs CTPYiKa NOACOXIIeH KPOBH —
H 370 6blia KPOBb KpOJIMKA.

— YeproBa apipa! — npowentan [Ilateiil.— Bot oHa!

OH 3arasHya B TeMHOe oTBepcTHe. B riiyGuHe Jexan
kposuk! IaTelit cpasy onpeneaua sto mo 3anaxy. OH ycibl-
waa cnaboe GHeHHe KpOJIMUbEro cepiua — B NMycToii TpyGe
BOJIOCTOK2 €ro YCHJHBAJO ryJKOoe 3XO.

— Opex, 310 Thi? — KpHKHYa [lsatbii.— Opex xkuB! OH
Ty1! B TpyGe!

b-44+2, Prccrag Oompmuini
BRR U onacchue Opora

Jloxmau u Octpoauct co3panu B CoTax co6panue. ¥Yxe
cTano oueBHAHO, yTo Opex He 3psi PHCKOBAJ CBOEH JKH3HbIO.
(MoxeT 6biTb, OH Haxe NOXKEPTBOBaJ €l0, KTO 3Haet!)
Haset Ha ¢epMmy OKasajcsi OTHIOAb He TIJIYNOH LIYTKOH.
Bcee-taku Opex mo6bn ABYX Kpoabuux! Pasymeercs, OHH
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HEJIOBKO YYBCTBOBA/NH ce6s B HOBBIX /ISl HHX YCJOBHAX
H UM 6bls10 HeyioTHo. Ha co6pannn He 6biio T'aBxoro Kpo-
nuKa, 3emJsiHHKa Gbla GosieH, a CmopoanHy u [lstoro Hurge
He CMOTJIH HaMTH.

— OcraBum HX B nokoe,— ckasan Jloxmau.— Benusra
IaTuit, eMy Jgy4we Bcero noGwLITH cefiyac ogHOMY!

— A B Hope ero Toxe HeT,— jgoGaBus )KeJayab.

— He 6ena! — ckasan Bcayx Jloxmau. OpHako MbiCab
o ToMm, Kyaa nogeBaiucb Cmopoauna u Ilateiii, He naBana
emy nokosi. Heyxesn oHH B caMOM fieie YLIJIH H3 KOJIOHHH,
HH C KeM He MOCOBETOBABIIHCH?

Tyt Ocrpoauct Hayan cBoit paccka3, u Jloxmau mnpH-
cayuagcs.

— $1 pacckaxy BaM, KaK MOJY4HJOCb, YTO Mbl YeTBEPO
BEPHYJIHCb JOMOH G6e3 KpOJbYHX,— Hauan Ocrposauct.—
B To yTpo, Korga Mbl mycCTHJMCb B MyTh, AOpora mnpuBesa
HaC K MOJIOCKe HAKOro Jjeca. CTpaHHble Jeca Ha 3THX
XOJIMHCTHIX paBHHHAX! DTOT Jec Gblsi He ryiue Hauei GyKo-
BOH poluH, H B HeM Bce GblJIO BHAHO Ha jaJjieKoe pacCTOsiHHe.
B HeM mponesaHel coBeplueHHO NMpsiMble AJIHHHble Xoabl. He
OG0 i STHX XOHOB: HX Aenalor Joau! Kuxap Bckope 3a-
MeTHJ Hac H NOCOBETOBaJ CJierka W3MeHHTb HamnpasJleHHe.
OH cKa3aJ, 4TO Mbl yXe NpOULIH MNOJOBHHY PaCCTOSIHHS.
Hnth no celpoit TpaBe GBIIO HeJIErKo, HO fi pacCuyuTal, YTO
K Beyepy Mbl JOJDKHH yxe GHTb Ha Mecte. §I ocmaTpuBaJ
JOpory, KOria Ko MHe Mofolles KaKofi-To 3asu. §I cnpocua
€ro, He 3HaeT JIH OH, Tle TYT HaXOAUTCA GOJbIIAs KOJIOHHA
KPOJIHKOB.

«d¢ppada? — cnpocusn on.— Heyxean Bbl ugere B d-
pady?» — «MoxeT 6biTh, €C/IH OHa TaK 30BeTCs»,— CKasaJ
fl. «A BBl 3HaeTe, YTO 3TO 33 KOJIOHHA?» — «HeT, He 3HaeM,
HO XOTHM 3HaTb, rie oHa!» — «B Takom cayuae Mmo#t coset
BaM: GepuTe HOTH B DyKH — M JaBaiiTe japajals» — ckasan
3asi U y6exais.

$1 pasaymeiBan, yTo Gbl 3TO MOIJIO 3HAUHTh, KOTAA BAPYT
Ha OTKoce Mepefl HaMH BHIPOCJH TPH KpOJHKa B GoeBOM
crpolo. OnuH U3 HUX ckasan: «[lokaxkute BaliH MeTKu!» —
«Kakne wmetkn? $§I HHMYEro He TNOHHMaW»,— cKasaa 9.
«3HauuT, BHl He H3 Dppadui?» — «Mbl He u3 Idpadwl, HO
Mbl Tyna Haem».— «CreayiiTe 3a HaMH»,— NpHKasal OH.
3aMeTbTe, OH He CNPOCHJ, H3[aJjeKa JH Mbl HIEM, He Npo-
MOKJIH JIH Mbi, HJIH YTO-HHGYNIb B 3TOM POJ€, KaK CNPOCHJ Gbl
moGoit HOpMaJsbHBIH KposiMK. UyXKue coszaTbl MoBeaH Hac
BHH3 MO CKJIOHY, M BCKOpe Mbl npuuwan B d¢pady. 3to
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OTrpOMHasi KOJIOHHs, ropa3fo GoJsbille HalueHd npexHeil. Bce
HOpPBI 3aMaCKHPOBAaHBI, H COJAAThl AyC/bl KOMaHAYIOT BCEMH
KPOJIMKaMH. B HX KOJIOHHH HHKTO He MOXET pacrnopsiKaTbcsl
CcO6CTBEHHOH KH3HbIO. B3aMeH OHH NOJy4alOT OTHOCHTEJb-
Hylo Ge30macHOCTb H OXpaHy, €C/IH TOJNbKO CTOMHT 3a HHX
IJ1aTHTb TaKOH cTpawHoi eHoi. KpoMe Aycanl y HHX umeetcst
TaKk HasbiBaemblii CeHaT, M Kaxnuii useH CeHaTa HMeer
cBou o6GsizaHHOCTH. ONMH OTBeyaeT 3a KOpPM, Apyroil — 3a
MaCKHPOBKY, TPETHii — 3a NPOH3BOACTBO NMOTOMCTBA.

PsioBbie KPOIMKH He HMEIOT NpaBa HaXOLHTHCA BHE HOP
B HenoJsoxeHHoe Bpems. IlacTich HaBepxy OAHOBpeMEHHO
BCEMY CTajly He pa3pellaeTcsi, H BCe KOPMSITCSA 0 OYEpenH.
Enpa TosbKko poXcaaeTcss KpPOJHK, Ha HeM CTaBST MeTKy!
SI ux Buien: 3To wpambl OT ray6okoro ykycal Ux craesar
noa noaGopoakoM, Ha Gelape H Ha nepenHeii jame. Kposauku
HMEIOT NMPaBO BOAHTb KOMMAHHMIO TOJBKO C KPOJIMKAMH 3TOH
Ke MEeTKH.

— A KTO Ke HM MOXeT MOMelIaTb APYXKHTb C KeM B3[y-
MaeTcs? — mpopeiya Jloxmau.

— Crpaxa Aycabl — BOT Kro! Bul M mpeacTaBuTb ceGe
He MoXeTe, KakHe TaM crporoctu! I'NlaBHBIM y HHX KPOJHK
no uMenn 3sepoGoii. OHH 30BYT ero reHepasoM. OH pyKo-
BOJHT KaNHTaHaMH, KaXXIOMy H3 KOTOPbIX MOpy4eHa rpymmna
KPOJIHKOB C onpejieJieHHOH MeTKo#. Ecain conaathl BcTpeyaoT
HaBepXy KOro-HHGY/b B HENOJIOXEHHOe BpeMs, OHH TPeGyIoT,
YToGbl HapyIIHTeNb NpelbsABHJ CBOIO MeTKy. Ppuc oauH
BEJlaeT, YTO MPOHCXOJIHUT, €C/IH GelIHAra He MOXKeT OObACHHTb,
noyeMy OH OKa3aJicsi HaBepxy.

Y HHMX KPOJNMKH M0 LeJbIM AHAM He BHAAT cBeTa Ppucal
Ecau nouemy-HuGyAb Ipynna Kakoi-THOGO METKH HE MOXKET
noiTH Ha cuabduiei, Hy, HanpHMep, ecH NMo6an3ocTH pabo-
TaeT yeJOBeK,— 3TO YXKAaCHO, HO OHH He CMeiOT BHIATH Ha
nacT6uwe ¥ cHaAT Ge3 nuiu! Bepusru He MoryT Huuero
caenatbh 6e3 npukasa. Cosaathl Aycinl y HHX upe3BbluaiiHo
cunbHBL M cBHpenbl. OHH MO oOuepelH HeCyT MAeXYPCTBO
B Bosbiom IMaTpysie — Tak y HHX Ha3biBaeTcsi 06X0 OKpecT-
HocTeit H030poM. IlaTpyJsb HMeeT ABOsSIKOE Ha3HAueHHE: OH
3aHMMaeTCsl OCMOTPOM OKPECTHOCTeH H B TO XKe BpeMs 4aco-
Bble AyC/bl MPOXOAAT B OTPsiie LIKOJMY BHIHOCJAHBOCTH, JIOB-
Koctd W xutpoctH. Ecan oHH mpu o6xone BCTpeqaloT XJjec-
cuJsielt, To OHH OOsi3aHbl 3aXBaTHTb HX H mpuBectH B Ddpady.
Tex, KTO OKa3blBaeT HM CONpOTHBJEHHe, y6HBalOT!

— 3HauuT, NaTpyJb NPo3eBas Bac, KOrAa Bbl LIH BONH3H
KOJIOHHH ? — cnpocka KoJIOKOJIbYHK.
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— Hu B Koeit mepe! Enpa sametuB Hac, kanutan Boub-
woro IMatpyaa FopuuBer nocaan roHua-ckopoxoaa ¢ H3se-
CTHEM O TOM, YTO OHH Hac OGHapyXuJM. 3axBaTHB Hac,
stot [opuuBeT NpuBes Hac K KaHaBe, B KOTOpPOH Gblia pa3s-
BaJIMBLIASICA KHPNHYHas TPy6a,— 3TO M eCTb BXOA B HX
Kosionuio. 3nech [opuilBeT nepesan Hac Apyromy oduuepy,
Kepseso. Hac oTBenn B GoJiblllylo HOPY M BeJsieJIH YCTpau-
BaThcs. B Hope 6bljo MHOXecTBO KpoankoB. Caywas HxX
H 3aJaBasi MM BONPOCHI, A MHOroe pasysHal. Mue yaanoch
NONPYXHTbCA C ONHOH KPOJIbYHXOM MO HMeHH Xaf3eHTIH —
Baeck Pocbi. OHa paccka3sana Ham 06 Ddpade cTpaiunbie
Beld. KpoJIHKH y HHX MHOTAA JOXHBAIOT 1O ryGOKo#H cTa-
POCTH, €C/IH KX paHblue He Y6bIOT conaaThi Aycisl. B konouun
TaKoe MHOXECTBO XXHTeJeH, YTO OHa He B COCTOSIHHH BCexX
BMEeCTHTb. TeM He MeHee HOBble HOPbl PBITb 3ampeLieHo.
Boabuylo yacTh H3HH 3dpadaHLbl NPOBOAAT MOA 3eMJei,
a 3T0 ouyeHb BpedHO. IToueMy-TO y HHX MHOTO KpPOJMbYHX
H MaJio KposHKoB. M3-3a CKyu4eHHOCTH H CKBEPHBIX YCJOBHil
KPOJIbYHXH He NPHHOCAT HOBbIX BbIBOAKOB, OHAKO HM He pa3-
pewaioT Takxke H yiTH! Korna Heckosbko aHelt ToMy Hasan
XaiizeHTau ¢ noapyramu o6patunack K CenaTy ¢ npocb6oit
PaspelinTb HM OCHOBaTh HOBYIO KOJIOHHIO B OT/aJIeHHOM
mecre, CeHaT na)ke He mMoXeaaj HX BbICAYWATb. 3aTeM
Xaii3eHTaM HCMyrajach, YTO Hall Pa3roBOP MOTYT MOACY-
waTh, U 3aMoJ4aJa.

Bckope Hac mpuBeau Ha 3aceianue CeHarta. [loka Tam
pa36HpaJ/ii KaKoe-TO JieJio, HaC OCTaBHJIH JOXHAAThCA Y BXO-
na. TyT st noHsAn, 4To Mbl GbLIH VI HUX He MOYETHBIMH IO-
cjlaMHM, @ MPOCTO 3aJepXKaHHbIMH Heu3BecTHeiMu! C Hamu
BMeCTe JaJ CBOell ouepelH ellle ONHH KPOJHK, KOTOPOro
CTOPOXKHJH NonHUecKHe. [ToHuKIio ol HasbiBalOT Aycaada.
Kasanocb, HecuacTHhIi Y3HHK C yMa coiieT OT crtpaxa!
§I ocBeAOMHJICH, B YeM €ro BHHA, H OJAMH H3 MOJHLEHCKHX
cKasaJj, uTo 3ToT BuskaBap mbiTascsi GexaTb H3 KOJIOHHH.
Bckope ero Bsenn B Hopy CeHarta, W Mbl CJbIIAJH, KaK OH
nbiTaeTc OODBACHHUTb YTO-TO, @ NOTOM pblAAeT H MOJHT
o nowasge. OgHaKo, BHAHMO, €ro MOJbGbI He NMOMOIJH eMmy,
MOTOMY YTO, KOTJa €ro OTTyJa BbiBesH, 06a ero yxa ObliH
Pa3opBaHbl B KIOYKH. Mbl GblJIH MOTPSiCEHbl YXKaCHBLIM HaKa-
3aHHEM H COUYBCTBEHHO ero OOGHIOXajH, a MNoJHueicKuit
cka3an: «Heuero ¢ HuM HsiHuuTbesi! EMy noBessio, uto ero
OCTaBHJIH B XKHBbIX!»

He ycnenn Mbl eme Bcero 3TOoro nepeBapuTb, Kak Hac
Bbi3Basu B Hopy CeHaTa M nojBesiH K reHepasy 3BepoGoio.
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Hano Bam cka3aTh, 4TO 3T0 COGeCeZHHK, C KOTOPBbIM
JKYTKO uMeTb fesio! Bpan au naxe Tol, Jloxmay, cymeeiub
¢ HAM crnpaBHTbcst. OH BeJIMUHHOH NMOYTH C 3aiua, H B HeM
ecTb YTO-TO AHKOe, BHyuIalollee yxac. BHAHO, 4TO KPOBb,
cpakeHusi H y6uiicTBa AJs Hero GynHHYHas paGora! 51 qymaJ,
YTO OH HauyHeT HAaC paccCHpaliHBaTh, OTKYAAa Mbl H C KaKHM
ZlenioM MpHULIH B Ddpady, HO OH cKasaha: «fI moaHakom.io
Bac C NpaBHJaMH MOBeleHHs B Hauleil KoJohuH. Caywatb
MeHsi BHHMaTenbHO! HapymBiinit 3TH npaBuia 6yaer cTporo
HaKa3aH».

$1 661710 BO3pa3uJ, YTO 34€Ch NPOKH30LLIA KaKasi-TO OLIHG-
Ka: Mbl npeacTaB/sieM c0GOH NOCOJbCTBO APYXKeCTBEHHOM
KOJIOHHH H NPOCHM paspellleHHsi YTOBOPHTb YacTb KPOJbYHX
OTNpaBHTLCA ¢ HaMH. [eHepaJ1 3asiBHJI, YTO 06 ITOM He MOXKeT
6uiTh M peun. 51 ckasaJi, YTO MBI XOTeJH Gbl OCTAaThCA y HHX
Ha napy nAHeil, YToGbi NOJOXKJAaTb, He NEPEMEHAT JM OHH
cBoe pelleHue. S1 Npu6aBuJI, YTO6 OHH He 3a6biBallH, YTO MbI
HX FOCTH H ABJIieMCA NpPeACTaBHTENSAIMH APYroH, XoTs H GoJee
MaJsieHbKOH, KOJIOHHH, HO BHe3allHO C YXKacOM TMOHSJ, 4TO
Mbl JJISi HHX TOJIbKO aPecTaHThl, IVIEHHHKH HJH elle 4YTo-
HUGyAb B 3TOM poje, Kak Obl OHH 3TO HH Ha3bIBaJH.

T'enepan 3BepoGoii 06bsBHJ, YTO Haw KanutaH — By-
PayHMK H YTO MbI MPHYHCJAEHH K rpynne «MeTk# Ha npaBoM
GOKy>», H cTpaxa yBesia Hac. HaBepHoe, B TOT NieHb KanmHTaH
BypauHuk 6bl1 O4eHb 3aHAT, Ja H A CTAapaJiCsl He NonajaaThes
eMy Ha rjasa, 6OfiCb, 4TO OH HayHeT HAacC CpPa3y MeTHTb.
Ilo HammkM HOpMaM Bce HX HOpbl NeEPemnoJIHEHH, H y HHX
JIerko OCTaThCsl He3aMeueHHBIM, TaK KaK HX KPOJIHKH OYeHb
MaJsio 3HaloT Apyr Apyra. Mbl Hamau ce6e MecTo B OJHOM
H3 HOP H NOMBITaJHCb YCHYTb, HO HOYbIO Hac pa3byaHJH
H BBITHaJIH Ha cHabduiedt. 51 Haessics, YTO HaM NpeJCTaBHTCA
BO3MOXHOCTb y6exaTh, HO Kyaa Gbl i HH IOLleJ, NMOBCIOLY
BCTpeYaJsl 4acoBbIX.

Mbl fiepKaJjiich B CTOPOHe, H HaC HHKTO He 3HaJl B JIHLO.
Y meHs BAPYr 3apoauJics miaH cnaceHus. OH 6Bl NOBOJIBHO
PHCKOBAHHbIM, HO MOT JIETKO y1aTbCA 110 TOH NPOCTOM NPHYHHE,
yro B D¢dpade /06OH KPONHK NPHBLIK NMOBHHOBATbCA H He
cMeeT 3aJaBaTh BOINPOCOB.

1 nona6.i0aan 3a kKanuraoM Bypaunnkom. OH nokasasncs
MHe C/aBHbIM NapHeM, A06GPOCOBECTHBIM, HO claGoXxapaKTep-
HbIM H CTPAlUHO 3aMyYeHHBIM GpeMeHeM HeMOCHJbHBIX HeJ.

Crenyiolief HOublo, KOFa Hac CHOBA BbITHAJH Ha CHJIb-
¢daedt, 6bIO TaK TEMHO, YTO XOTb [Jla3a BbIKOJH, H et
[I0XKb, HO TaKHe MesouH B ddpacde Malo KOro BOJHYIOT.
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Bcsikuit paj TOMy, YTO MOXHO BBINOJI3TH HaBEpPX H HEMHOro
nonacticb. Bce KPOJMKH CTpOeM BbIIVIH HapyXy, a Mbl
ocraauch nosanu. Kanutan Bypaunnk crosni Ha oTkoce
¢ nBymsi 4acoBbiMH. CepeGpHCTHIi M ApPYyrHe MOH KPOJHKH
nouwiH Breped, a s noaGexan K BypauHuKy, 3aapixasce,
Kak Gyato Onhl mpubexkan H3jaJjeka, W cmpocua: «Bbl —
KanutaH Bypaunuk? Bac nemennenso tpe6yior B Cenat!» —
«3auyem?» — cnpocuJ oH. «TaM BaM cKaxyT! — oTBeyaJ f.—
Ha Bamem Mecre s He 3acraBisa G6bl uieHoB CeHara
xnatb».— «Ho Tl He ckopoxon Cenara! Kro Thi? Kakoii
MeTKHP» — CpOcHJ OH. «§1 He 06si3aH OTBeyaTb Ha BallH
BOMPOCHI,— 3afiBHJ fl.— 3HAUUT, MHE JOJIOKHTb, YTO Bbl
OTKa3biBaeTech siIBHTbcsi B CeHaT?»

On 3akose6ajicst, a A chaenan BuA, uTo yxoxy. Torma
OH BAPYr MNocnmemHo 3akpuuan: «Xopowo, s uay! Hay!»
W y Hero, Geausir, Gbla yxacHO HcmyraHHbii BuA. «Ho
KTO MPHMeT Ha ce6Gsi KOMaHAy BO BpeMsi MOeil OTJIYYKH?» —
«KomaHnnoBate 6yny si! TakoB mpukas!»

OH nocnewHo ycKaKaJ, a si 06epHYJICS K YacOBbIM H CKa-
3axn: «CToiiTe 3/lech, la CMOTpHTe Y MeHs, He 3eBaTb! 51 oGoitay
BCEX YacoBHIX!»

TyT Mbl Bce ueTBepO CKPLLIHCh B TEMHOTE H, KOHEUHO,
Yyepe3 MaJjioe BpeMsi HaJleTeJH Ha ABYX NaTPYJbHLIX, KOTOpbIe
NBITaJHCh GBIJIO HaC OCTAHOBHTb, HO MBI BCE Pa3oM GPOCHHCH
Ha HuX. Hac 6bijo BABOe Gosblle, HO OHH APaJIHCh Kak
cyMaciueAliHe, W OAWH M3 HHX nopBaa KpywmuHe Hoc.
B KoHIle KOHIIOB Mbl OT HHX OTGHJINCb H CTPeJIOH NMOMYajHCh
yepe3 noJie. Bea Takas TbMa M LieJ TakoH A0XAb, YTO Mbl
He BHJEJH, Kyla GeXuM.

Ilorons 3a HaMH 3ajepxanacb OTTOro, 4To GemHArH
BypaunHka He GHIO Ha MecTe M HEKOMY G6bLIO MOA2BAaTb
KomaHay. OLHaKO BCKOpe 3a CIHHOM y Hac MOCJBILIAJCH
TOMOT npeciefoBatesnefi. Mory Bam ckasaTth, uto Aychaa
B dppade — HewyTouHas Bewb. Tyaa GepyT 3a pocT H CHJY.
Aycia OTJHYHO Biajie€T MCKyCCTBOM NEPelBHUIaThCsi B TeM-
HoTe ¥ noa noxpaem. OHn Tak Gositca cBoero CeHaTa, uyTO
GoJibllle He CTPalaTCA yXKe HHYEro Ha CBeTe.

Bckope st noHsJ1, 4To Mbl nonaJsikck. IlocnaHHble 32 HaMH
naTpy/bHble yXKe HacTynajH HaM Ha nATk4. §I coGupaJjcs
OTAaTh NMpPHKa3 NMOBEPHYTbCSH H NPHHATb GOM, KaK BHe3aINHO
y Hac nepej rias3amH BbIpoc KpyToi oTkoc. OH 6Bl Kpyue
Hallero Xo/iMa M Bhilie psiGHHOBOrO fepeBa. Ero HaBepHsika
cpesaJH Joad. Ml nosieasiH BBepx mo oTKocy. 3a6paBluKCh
HaBepX, Mbl 3aMETHJIH, YTO BEPIUHHA OTKOCA MOKPLITA MECKOM
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H rpaBHeM, pPacchiNaBUIMMCA NMPH KaXKAOM HallieM MpbIXKKe.
3aTeM Mo JanaMM y HAac 3aCKPHIMeENH IIHPOKHE ILIOCKHe
KYCKH JepeBa C HAaKpenmKko NPHKPeNJIEHHbIMH K HHM JJIHH-
HBIMH MeTaJIHYEeCKHMH CTePXKHAMH. DTH CTepXHH rynenu!
He ycnen s MbicieHHO cka3aTh ceGe: «BoT yX 3To TouHO
JIeJIO PyK 4YesOBeKa», KaK CBaJHJCA MO APYrylo CTOPOHY
oTKoca. B TemMHoTe s He paso6paJ, 4To Ha BepluHHe Oblna
TOJILKO Y3Kasi moJoca 3emau! 51 Heckosbko pa3s mnepesep-
HyJICSl Yepe3 roJIOBY H BJleTeJ B KyCT Gy3HHbI, Iie H 3aCTpsiil.

OcrposucT 3aMonyan, Kak GYATO NPHNOMHHAs Bce, YTO
C HHMH C/y4yHJIoCh. 3aTeM OH CKasaJ:

— OvueHb TPYAHO ONMHCATh, YTO MPOH3OLLIO MOTOM, HO
sl pacCKaXy BaM YHCTYio nmpasiy: rocnogud ®puc npucaan
Ha nomolb cBoero Besukoro Ilocna u oH cmac Hac! Mel
BCe 4YeTBEpPO ynaJM HeBjajeKke Apyr ot apyra. [Hasblue
Bcex ykaTtuics Kpymuna. Ero ocsenuia kpoBb, 3ajHBaBLuas
rnasa. Sl ¢ TpyaOM MOAHAJCA Ha HOTH, YTOGbl BCTPETHTb
NaTpy/bHBIX JHLUOM K JHLy. M Toraa kakasi-to Tesb (He 3Halo,
KaK BaM ee OMucaTb, pa3MepoM OHa GoJibllle THICAYH XPYAy-
Iujeil) € OrPOMHOH CKOPOCTbIO BLICKOYHJIA H3 TEMHOTHI!
OT Hee Lues ABIM, H OTOHb, H CBET, M OHa TaK peBeJia, KOJOTS
N0 MeTaJ/UIHYECKHM CTEPXHSM, YTO 3eMJf BOKPYr TPSACIaCh.
Ona npoJeTesla MeXXAy HaMH H NaTPy/bHbIMH, KaK Thicsya
yparaHoB BMecTe ¢ MosHuamu. He 3nalo, uto cuyunsoch
¢ KpoaHkamH K3 Ddpadul. JIn6o oHH Gexanu, JH6O 3TO
uynuile WX pasmasuio! W BApyr BMHr 3Ta TeHb HcuesJa,
H Mbl YC/IbILIAJH, KaK OHAa MOCTENeHHO YNaJsAeTcs H — TYK-
TYK-TYK, TYK-TYK-TyK — HCue3aeT BJaJIH.

Mul J0JIro He MOIJIH CIHBHHYTbCSl C MecTa OT CTpaxa.
3aTeM Mbl OGHapYMHJH y NOJHOMHSA OTKOCAa TyHHeJb; OH
npopéaaJl Hacbib HacKBO3b. Mbl MOWJIK NO TYHHEJIIO H BCKOpe
BblJIE3/H B TOM MecTe, Ile Nojyaca Ha3al MOAHAJHCh Ha
OTKOC. 3aTeM Mbl JOJINO TpLIrajJH MO NOJAM, H i HaKOHel
MOHSJ, 4TO Mbl AajieKo yuuid ot S¢padsi.

Haru npuwiock Gea orabixa. [Moaxoas k xonmam, A xpo-
MaJ H Gbln moutH B moay6peny. Ho naxe mue nerue, yem
GenHoMy 3emJsiHHKe. XOTA OH He XaJjyercs, HaM o6GouM
NOHAAOGHTCA AJHTENbHbIA OTAX, a KpylmnHa noayuun yxe
BTOpYl0o cepbe3Hyio pany. Ho xyxe Bcero To, uTo Mbl nore-
psamn Opexal

Ha BeuepHeM cuubgiiee, MEAJIEHHO IUHMJA TPaBy, Kpo-
JIMKH THXO MPOABHIAJHCh NO OCBELEHHOMY COJIHUEM Jyry.
Heepnaseke ot craga JIoxmau ynopHo BCMaTpHBaJICA B AaJb,
H OCTPOJIHCT TOXe MOTJIAALIBANA B Ty CTOPOHY.
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— UYro THl TaM BbiCMaTpHBaelub? — CMNPOCHJ OH.

— Hy BoT, CmopoanHa Bo3Bpauiaercsi! — co B3IOXOM
obJieryenns ckasan Jloxmau.

CmopoaxHa GOMbLIMMM CKaYKaMH CHYCTHJICS C XOJMa
OT JIMHHH TOpH30HTAa. BuaHO 6b10, 4TO OH ycTah, HO, 3a-
MeTHB KPOJIHKOB, NMOCKakKas GbicTpeit. OH nogowea K Jlox-
Mauy.

— Tne xe 1ot 6bi1? M rae Iatsiii? — cnpocua Jloxmau.

— Iatuiit ¢ Opexom, u Opex xuB! — BockanKHYya Cmo-
polMHa, pajyfcb Npou3BeleHHOMY 3¢dekry.— Opex pa-
HeH — He 3Halo, HAaCKOJIbKO THXKeJo, HO 3Halo, YTO OH He
ymper!

— Thl He HajyBaellb Hac? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO CNPOCHJI
Jloxmay.

— Huckonbko! — otBetHa CmopoanHa.— Opex JIeXHT
ceifyac y MOAHOXHA XOJMa, B KaHaBe, TaM, Ie Bbl CHIENH
B Ty HOub, Koraa BcTpeTsan Octposucral

— Bor camasi yynHas HOBOCTb, KOTOPYIO si KOrAa-iu6o
cabiwaj! — BeKpHyaa OCTPOJMCT.— A HeT JIH TYT OWMGKH,
CwmopoauHa?

— Huxakoit on6ku! Opexa oTbicka IsaTeiii! Mbl ¢ HUM
NpoILIH MOYTH N0 camoit ¢epmbl. OH Hamea Opexa mop
3em/eit B BojocTouHoii TpyGe. Ham mpuuwioce ero oTryaa
BbITACKMBaTb 3a 3/I0POBYIO 3ajHIO Jamy.,

— Ho kak xe IlaTeiii poragancs, yro Opex emwe XuB?

— CnpocuTe y Hero camoro! Korzaa mul BuiTaiuan Opexa,
MaTeifi ocMotpen ero pauunl. ¥ Opexa cKBepHas paHa Ha
3ajiHeli Jlame, XOTfl KOCTb Liesa. Bok y Hero Bech pasopBaH.
Mel, KaK cyMeJH, BBUIH3aJIH PaHbl H NMOTALUMJH €ro JOMON.
Moxere ce6e NMpPeACTaBHTb HalLe MOJIOXKEHHe: FIPKHH [eHb,
NOJIHAs THIUHHA H C HAMH XPOMOH KpPOJIMK, OT KOTOPOro Ha
Le/Iyl0 MHJIIO PasuT cBexeil KpoBbio! §1 cTpalHO HepBHHYAJI,
Ho [laTeift 6bin1 criokoeH, Kak 6aGouka Ha Kamyuke! OH
TepreJiHBO CHAEJ Ha TpaBe H MorJaxupaJj ce6e ywn. C atoro
IHS 51 Gbl MOBEpPUJ eMy, YTBEpXKJaH OH Aaxe, UTO Mbl CMO-
co6HBI 0XOTHTbCS Ha Jucuu! K coxanennio, Opex He MoXeT
B306paTbhcA Ha xoam!

Hacrynuno mosuanne. Jloxmay u OcTpoJHcT 10.ro
nepesapuBaju HoBocTb. HakoHen Jloxmau cnpocui:

— TIlaruiii ¢ OpexoM co6HpaloTcs 3aHOYeBaTb B CTapoi
KaHaBe?

— Tloka Opex He OKpEMHET, eMy He OCHJHTb MOABEMA,—
3ametHs CMopoaxHa.

— B Takom cayyae s HAy BHH3! — 3asiBua Jloxmau.—
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$1 moMory uM noynoGHee yCTPOHTbCH, a KTO-HHGYIb APYyroi
nomoxer [IsaToMy yxaxuBaTbh 3a Opexom.

— Toraa noroponuch, CKOpo 3aiijieT coJHue! — ckasan
CmopoauHa.

— Xa! Ecan MHe nonajeTcsi HaBCTpeuy TOPHOCTai,
nycTh MIAAMT B oGa! 3aBTpa sl npuHecy TeGe ero MUIKy-
py! Bor Ttak! — JloxmMay mockakas Brnepei M HcCye3 3a OT-
KOCOM.

Y Opexa Tak GoJiesa Jiana, YTO TPH YETBEPTH KHJIOMETpa,
KOTOpble OHH MpOIWIK MO majsiefl xape ot Bszoso#i Powu
JI0 TMOJHOXHS XOJIMa, NOKa3a/HCh eMy caMoi TPyAHO#H Jo-
poroii B ero xu3HH. OH, HECOMHEHHO, yMep Gbl B BOLOCTOYHOM
TpyGe, e oThimin ero IlaTuit. Korna, npeonosnes Gpenosyo
TbMy H ropsiueuHoe oueneHenue, rosoc Ilaroro nowesn ao
co3Hahusa Opexa, TOT CHauaJa He XOTeJs OTKJIHKaTbcA. [opas-
J0 Jerye GbIIO OCTaBaTbCA Ha MecTe, MO Ty CTOPOHY MNepe-
HeceHHoro crpananus! PaHa B ero pasopaHHOM GOKy ro-
psiu0 MyJbCHPOBaJa, a Gosb B Jame Gblla HEBLIHOCHMOW.
Y Hero Kpy»HJach roJioBa, OH MOYTH OTJIOX H NOTePsiJ 06OHs-
Hue. OH nonuman, yto Cmopoausa u TlATblii ¢ pHckoM Aas
COOGCTBEHHOH JKH3HM NpHILIH Ha ¢epMy C eIHHCTBEHHOM
uesbio cnact ero. Korga Opex 3aKOBBUISI K JOMY, Y HEro
cpa3y noteMHeJio B rnasax. Ecsu 6u ITsTblit ero He TOpMOLLIHJ,
To Opex npocTo ysercs 6 Ha 3emiio 1 ymep. OH BCIIOMHHJI,
YTO y MOJHOXHS XOJIMA eCTb 3apociuasi KaHaBa, H 3aCTaBHJ
ce6s 10 Hee n06paThcsi. 34€Chb OH CBAJMJICA M 3aCHYJ B MOJ-
HOM H3HEMOXEHHH.

Koraa He3sapmosnro mo cymepek npuGexan Jloxmau, oH
yBugea, yto IIATHA KOPMHTCA Ha CKOpYIO PYKy NOCpelH
BbICOKO# TpaBbl. OHH NMOGOAJHCh PHITh HOPY, YTOGH! He Gecmo-
KOHTb PaHEHOro, M TNpOBEJH HOYb, CKODYHBIIHCH DSIOM
c OpexoM B y3KOH KaHape.

Ha paccsere Jloxmau ysupen Kwuxapa, noGeiBaoiiero
ceGe KOpPM y KOpHe#l Gy3uHbl. JloxMay TOmHyJ Jianoi, YTOGH
npuBJeYb ero BHHMaHHe, H, B3MaXHyB KpblioM, Kuxap oka-
3aJ/icsl PANOM C HHM.

— Mucrep Jloxmau! Hawescsi-rakn mucrep Opex! He
ymep?

— Her, o xus! Jliony Ha ¢epMe CTpeasIH B Hero H3
PYyXbsl.

— BbiHys M M3 paHbl 4epHble KaMyLIKH?

— Uro 3a KaMywku?

— UYepHble KaMyIIKH OT pyKbsi! BbiHbTe KaMYLIKH, CTaHeT
nerye. Tlycts BHifiger cioaa!
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C orpoMHbiM TpynoM Opex BbITAalUHJ H3 KaHaBHl Ha MoJie
CBOe BHE3aMHO CTaBliee THXEJBbIM TeJo.

— TlpoxasToe pyxbe! — ckasan Kuxap.— Jait nocmort-
pio TBOIO paHy!

Opex yserca Ha TpaBy, M rojoBa Kuxapa samesnbkana
HaJ HHM, TOBOpayHBasicb € OrpoMHOM ckopoctbio. Kasa-
JI0Cb, YTO B KOpHYHeBOM Mexe Opexa OH Pa3bICKHBAET YJIHTOK.
OH npHcTaJbHO H3yYHJ Pa3opBaHHbIN APOGLIO GOK.

— 3/ecb HeT KaMyIUKOB,— HaKOHell cKa3aa OH.— OHu
BBILJIH, KaK TOJbKO BouwiH. TTokaxu Tenepb jamy. Moxer,
6yzneT 60JIbHO, HO HeLOJIro.

OxkasaJioch, YTo JiBe APOGHHKH 3acTpsiju y Opexa B Mblll-
ue 6expa. Kuxap yuysi uX no sanaxy 4 BEITAalUMJ 6e3 BCAKHUX
YCHJIMH, KaK OH BRITACKHBAJ H3 llesef xyKoB. Opex He ycren
Jlaxe IepHyTbCs, KaK Mapa APOGHHOK yiKe JiexaJia Ha 3eMmJe,
H Jloxmau 6pocHsicst HX OGHIOXUBATD.

— Tenepp moiiier KpoBb! 3aTeM — noJjexaTtb ABa-TPH
aHs. [TotoM — oT/MYHO, KaK Mpexkie. A Ballli KPOJHKH Bce
KAyT, Kayt wmuctepa Opexa. Iloseuy, ckaxy HM — OH
npuger.— M Kuxap yzeren.

Opex npoBes y MOAHOXHA Xoiama Tpu HHA. )Kapa He
crnajaja, ¥ OH MOYTH BCe BPeMsl JiexKaJ NMof KycTaMu 6y3uHbl,
YyyBCTBYsl, KaK K HEMY IOHEMHOTry BO3BpAILAlOTCH CHJIH,
H HHOrZa 3aJpeMblBasi Ha 3eMJe, KaK OJWHOKHA XJeCCHJib.
TIstTIi He OTXOAMJ OT Hero HW Ha war. OH 3a/H3BIBaN PaHBl
Opexa u cefina 3a ero Bbi3gopopienreM. HacTo onu Jexanu
B ropsiueil XecTKoi TpaBe H LieJIbIMH YacaMH MOJIYaJH, Cllead,
KaK TeHH NepeMelllaloTCs Ha 3amaj H KaK MeCTHbIH 1po3n,
PacCTONOPIUHB XBOCT, C KPHKOM «TaK, TaK» CaJMTCfi Ha CBoe
THe3J10.

Ocrpoanct u CMopoausa HaBectuan Opexa M nmoBelasH
eMy O GercTse NocosbcTBa H3 D¢padpl M HEOXKHAAHHOH
BpaxAeGHOCTH, NposBAeHHOH 3dpadaHuaMH.

— Hrak, Mbl HHMaJIO He NPHOJIH3HIIHCD K PELIEHHIO Ha e
OCHOBHOH 3ajJauu,— rpycTHO ckasas Opex.— Mo#t HajeT Ha
¢epmy OKa3aJicsi rIymoi LIYTKOM, KoTopasi MHe 10poro 06o-
wiack. M1 BOT HaM CHOBa OCTa/lochb HayaTb H KOHYHTb PbiTh
HacTosillyio Hopy!

— XoTb Tl ¥ WIYTHA, A@ WYTH AOGBUT ABYX KPOJAb4HX! —
3ameTHs1 OCTpOJIHCT.

— Ham Bce paBHO He XBAaTHT ABYX KPOJbUHX! — cKasaj
Opex.— Hano BepHyTbcss B Ddpady m 3a6paTb KpPOJbUHX
asdpadanues!

— C TeM e yCmeXOM MOXHO MOMBITATbCA AOGHITH HX
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¢ toro cBeta — h3 Hune! Hapepnoe, s He cymen naTh TeGe
BEPHOro mpejacTaBiaeHust o6 3toit ddppade, Opex-pa!

— Her, Tl BnosHe B 3TOM mpeycnea! §I cam no yxa-
ca 60ioCcb 3TOH KOJIOHHH, HO HaM Hal0 NEPeXHTPHTb 3¢dpa-
danues!

— TloBepb MHe, HX He mepexuTpuiub. Mx ouenb MHoro,
BO MHOro pa3 GoJibllie, YeM Hac. ¥ HHX Bce OYeHb 310pPOBO
ycTpoeHo!

— Ilycts CMopoauHa uto-HHGYAb mpuiaymaeT. Tak BoT,
CmopoavHa, B Hallle XHUTPOH mpojaesKe AOJXKHBI GBITb CO-
GaloneHsl Tpu ycloBusA.— CMopoauHa caywan Opexa, He
NPOPOHHB HH cJIoBa.— Bo-mepBeiX, Hafgo BbiBeCTH H3 D-
padbl KpOJbUHX, BO-BTOPBIX, Halo nomewatb 3¢padaHuam
Hac npeciejoBaTh, TaK KaK, pasymeerTcsi, OHH NOMYaTcs 3a
HaMH B NOTOHIO H Mbl He MOXeM HaJesiTbcA Ha TO, YTO Hac
cnacet kxakoe-t0 uyao. Ho u 3to ewe He Bce. Ecin Mbl oT
HHX yGeXXHM, Hajo, YTOGbl OHH He CyMeJIH Hac pasbicKaTb!

— Jla, yToGHl BCe NpPOULIO YAAYHO, HANO BHIMONHHTb
BCE 3TH TPH YCJOBHS,— C COMHeHHeM npoGopmoras Cmopo-
auHa. OH 3agymadncs.

— $1 3Halo, KaK BBINOJNHHTL TNEPBOE yCJOBHE, HJH, MO
KpaiiHeil Mepe, MHe KaXeTcfi, YTO sl 3HAI0 3TO,— HaKOHel|
cka3zan CmopoauHa.— IlpaBpa, ato omacHo. Hacyer aByx
JIPYTHX 3a/la4 MOTY CKa3aTb, UTO i I0Ka HHYEro He NpHAyMaJl,
HO MHe XOTeJsIoCb Gbl OGrOBOPHTb 3T0 AeJo ¢ IIAThM!

Ha paccBere Bce KPOJIHKH KOJIOHHH COGPaJIHChb Ha CHJIb-
¢iee B cHIbHOM BO36YXAeHHH. Bce ¢ MHHYTH Ha MHHYTY
Kaaau Bo3BpalleHHss Opexa. CMOpPoAHHY He OJHH pa3 3acTa-
BHJIH PaccKa3biBaTh O TOM, KakK OHH ¢ [IATHM oTmpaBHJHCH
Ha ¢epmy M Hauum Opexa B BogocTouHoit TpyGe. Heko-
Topule mpeanoJaraj, yto Opexa Hawen Kuxap, Ho Kuxap
OTpHUAJ 3TO, H KOTJa CJyllaTe/lH HAaCTaHBaJH, OH 3ara-
JIOYHO TOBOPHJI, YTO eMy He J0JIeTeTb TyAa, rae GuBaet Ils-
Thili. OyBaHUMK GECKOHEYHO B Pa3HLIX BapHaHTaX pa3BHBaJ
TeMy o TOM, 4T0 Opex repoHYecKH BBICKOUHJI HaBCTpeyy
¢depmepaM. Hukro He Gpanus Opexa 3a HEOCTOPOKHOCTD.
Beab HecMOTps HH Ha 4TO, OH HOGHI Mapy KpOJIbYHX,
H cefiyac BMecTe C HHMH K KOJIOHHH CHOBa JOJJKHa G6bina
BepHYTbCA yaaua!

Korza cossue BbiLJIO H3-32 FOpH30HTa, ['opiuouek u Be-
POHHKA YBHJIEJIH, YTO B BLICOKOH TpaBe y NOJHOXHSA XOJIMa
nosBuics Iaruiil, a 3a HuM caegoM asurazcs Opex, KOTOPHIH
CHIbHO XpoMmaJsl. BuaHo Gbijo, uTO emy TpyAHO Hirh. Bcee
KPOJIHKH CTPYAHJIHCb BOKPYT Hero: BCEM XOTeJOChb ero mo-
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tporatb. Ero HioXaJj, BaJMJH H KaTaJH NO TPaBe, TaK YTo
eMy M0Ka3aJochb, YTO Ha Hero Hana/ju Bcepbe3. B peayib-
TaTe eMy MPHLJIOCh OTGHBATLCA OT FPy6GOBATHIX MPHBETCTBHI
H NackK.

«HHTepecHo, 4TO NMPOH30MAET, €C/iH A CBaJIOCh ¥ GoJiblie
He BCTaHy,— MOAYyMaJ OH,— CKOpee BCEro MeHs MPOCTO Bbl-
WBLIPHYT BOH. Bpsx san komy-HuGyab HyxeH I'naBHbii Kpo-
JMK — Kasieka. Be3 cOMHEHHs, OHH 3TOro He CO3HAIOT, HO
BCe HX MPUBETCTBHS BCe XK€ HAMoOJOBHHY 3K3aMeH. JlaaHo,
NoKa s He yMep, NMOKaXy-Ka si MM, noueM ¢yHT juxal!»

OLHHM TOJYKOM OH CKHHYN ¢ ce6a Beponuky m Kpy-
WHHY, 3a6paBIUHXCA eMy Ha chnuHy, H 6Gpocuacs GexaTb
K HOpaM.

TMocne noayaHst OH co3BaJ BceX KpoaukoB B COThI.

— §1 MHOroe o6aymaJ,— ckasaJs oH.— MHe He noBesoCh
noru6HyTh B BsizoBoit Polue, u A pewns Ha 3TOT pa3 oTnpa-
BHTbCS1 HeMHoro nopaJbiue! M Bor nay B ddpady. Pyuaiocs,
YTO OTTY/a Mbl NIPHBEJEM CTOJBKO KPOJIbYHX, CKOJIBKO HYXKHO
Haleid KOJIOHHH.

To Tonne mpoGexxan yauBJeHHbIH Lienor, a Beponuka
CIpOCHJI:

— A Kak ux orryaa 3a6paTtb?

— ¥ Hac co CMOpOAHHOil MOSBUJICSA MJAH, HO 51 HE XOuy
€ro OTKpbiBaTb, H BOT N0 KaKOH MNPHYHHE: NPeAnpHsTHE
Haile GyJeT OMacCHbIM H, €CJIH KOro-HHGyIb CXBaTAT, €ro
3acTaBaT oTBeyaTh. Ecau e Bbl He GyfeTe HHYEro 3HaTh,
TO BaM 6yZleT He O YeM H rOBOPHTb. 51 pacckaxy Bce B caMblil
nocjeiHHA MOMEHT.

— OnHaKo u3 TOro, YTO 3/€Ch roBopHJoch 06 ddpade,
clieflyeT, YTO HacC CJMIIKOM MaJjo, 4To6hl cpakaTbcsl € 3¢-
padaHuamu,— 3ameTHn OayBaHUHK.

— $1 Hageloch, YTO Jesio oGoiizetcss 6Ge3 cpakeHus, HO,
KOHEYHO, 3Ta BO3MOXXHOCTb He HCKJloueHa,— 3ameTha Opex.

— A Ham Hano GyneT NPOHHKHYTb B camy ddpady? —
po6ko ocBesoMuJics ['opuiouex.

Tyr B pasroBop BMewaJcss OcTpPONHCT:

— Bor yX He AymaJ, He rajaj, 4To MHe Korja-HuGyab
npHAeTcs BLICTYNaTh MpoTHB MHehus Opexa! 51 yreepxnaio,
yto B D¢pade Hac KaeT mojHoe mopaxenue! 51 nonumaro,
Ha yTo Thl paccunThiBaewb, Opex: Ha TO, 4TO y 3Bepo6os
He HailZeTcsl HH OAHON TaKOM YMHOM roJIOBH, KaK y HallHX
Mstoro 1 CMopoauHb. DT0 TaK, y HHX Myapeuos Het. Ho
¢akr ocraeTcsi GaKTOM: KPOJIbYHX OTTYAA He yBecTH. 51 mpo-
BeJ1 BCIO CBOIO JXH3Hb, BbIC/IEXXHBAsi BParoB H JeJasi 06XOMbl
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BOKPYT KOJIOHMH, OJHAKO NOJXKEH MNpH3HATh, YTO KPOJHKH
s¢ppacdanckoit Aycibl AenaloT 3To Jyulue MeHs. OHH nofnyT
N0 HalMM CJelaM, 3arOHAT Hac H yG6bioT. Besnkuir Ppuc!
Ymounsiio Te6st, Opex, oTKaxuch oT sToro niasal [Nosepp, oT
Takoro Mecra, Kak JDdpacda, Hano nepxaTbcs nojasbiuel

INocsie 3Toro Bce 3aroBOPHJIH Pa3oM:

— Oto0 BepHo! He xoTHM, YTO6 Hac MPHKOHYHJIH!

— A 3TOT KpPOJIMK, KOTOPOrO MbITaJH, Y KOTOPOro paso-
pBa/H YUIH...

— Ho Opex-pa xopowo 3HaeT, 4To genaeT!

Kro-To cnpocua:

— A urto aymaet no stomy nosoay IlsTuiii?

— $1 nenpemenHo noiiny B ddpady! Ilnan Opexa Ges-
ynpeueH. OGelalo, YTo, €C/IH Y MeHsl MOABATCHA KaKHe-HHOY b
COMHeHHsl, 1 nofesioch ¢ Bamu! — 3aspua IaTwifi.

IMocsie HekoTOpOro MoJuaHHs Berand Jloxmau.

— 3Haiite, 51 Toxe uay B Ddpady,— ckaszaa OH,—
H, €C/IH 3aXOTHTe, ¢ HaMH noJeTHT Kuxap.

IMocsibianoch yAHBJIEHHOE MepellenThiBaHKe.

— KoHeuHO, KOMY-TO NpPHAETCS OCTaTbCS B KOJIOHHH,—
cka3an Opex.— Heuero aymathb, 4TO6H ¢ HaMH TIOULIH KpO-
JHUKH ¢ ¢epMbl H Te, KTO NoGuIBaN yxe B ddpade.

— A 7 Bce XKe noiixy,— ckasaa CepeGpucrnit.— 1 ot
BCeHl JylIM HeHaBHXY reHepasna 3BepoGos u ero Cenar
H He XOuy Npo3eBaTh TOrO MOMEHTa, KOrAa Mhl CyMeeM HX
onypauuts! BoabmuTe MeHs ¢ coGo#, BeAb BaM Bce PaBHO
Hy>XeH NMPOBOJHHK!

— W s nofiny,— ckasan Topuouek.— Opex-pa MeHs
ogHaxan cnac. To ectb OH 3HaeT, 4to f..— OH coBceM
cMyTHICA.— Kak 6b TO HH GbiIo, fi HAY,— NOBTOPHJ OH
JPOXKALIUM TFOJIOCOM.

W3 TyHHesisl, BHXOJSALIEr0 B JieC, MOC/ILILIAJIOCh TONAHbE.

— Kro tam? — cnpocua Opex.

— 3ro 51, CMopoauHa. §1 pasroBapuBan ¢ Kuxapom mo
NIOBOAY HalUero IJiaHa, H OH BHEC B HEr0 HeCKOJIbKO BaJXKHbIX
u3menennii. Ecan s He owmmnGaloch, reHepas 3pepoGoit ocra-
HeTCst B KPYrJbX AypaKax.

— Hy uto X, B TakoM cIy4yae HAeMTe B 3Ty CaMyio
dodpady! Unem

Tyna, rae TpaBa 3eJleHeeT,

I'ne rpsagka canata pacrer,

I'ne kpoauk cBo6oaHOro Hpasa
C o6oapaHHbIM HOocOM HBeT! —

158



Becesio mpones Kosokosbunk.— §I noiiny, xotsi 6bl U3 060~
neiTcTBa. $1, KaK NTeHYMK, BCe BPeMsl pa3eBasl POT, OXHJAas,
YTO B HEro NOJIOXAaT 3TOT Ball 3HaMeHuTHl miaH. Ho we
TYT-T0 6bls10! Bee Ha6panu BoAbl B POT H MOJYAT KaK PbIGHI.
HapepHoe, JloxmMay Ha 3TOT pa3 nepeofeHeTCs XpYyAyaHJeM
H yBe3eT BCeX KPOJIbYHX MPSMHKOM Yepe3 moJe.

Opex CTpOro mNpPHKPHKHY/N Ha Hero, HO Kosokosbuuk
B OTBeT MpHCceJ Ha 3aJHHX Jiamax W MpPOMHILAJ:

— Tloxaunyiicra, cap, reHepas 3BepoGoii, i MPocTo Ma-
JNIeHbKHH XPYAyAHNbYHK H NPOJIHJI CBOH GeH3HH Ha TPaBKy.
Tak 4TO MHJOCTH mpolly, OTKyllaiTe 3TOH TPaBKH, a A TeM
BPEMeHEeM C BeTEeDKOM NpoKauy Baiy aamy!

— He 3Benn, Kosokoabuuk! — ctporo ckasan Opex.

— Ipoctu, Opex-pa! §I mpocto muiTaloch pa3BecesiHTh
NPHCYTCTBYIOLIHX, YTOG He TaK CTPAlIHO GbLIO HATH B 3TO
NPOKJIATOe MecTo!

— Co6paHue 3akoHyeHo,— 3asiBua Opex.— [lyctb Te-
nepb y KaXIOro cospeeT pelleHHe. ITO AOMKHO ObiTb cle-
JIaHO HCTHHHO TO-KPOJIHYbH, TO ecTb MO0 A0GpoMy corsacuio!
Cefiuac 51 noitay norosopio ¢ Kuxapom.

Opex Hawea Kuxapa B secy. Tor Tep3asn CBOMM AJIHH-
HBIM KJIOBOM CKBEPHO NMaXHYIUHH KyCOK KOPHYHEBOro Msca,
KOTOpBIH €Ba AepxaJjcid Ha aXypHO-TOHKHX Koctax. ITpo-
THBHBIi 3amax pasHeccsi MO Bcedl GYyKOBO# poile, NPHTSH-
rHBasi MypaBbeB H HaBO3HbIX MyXx. Opex cMopuIuJ OT OTBpa-
IIeHHA HOC.

— UYepr Bo3bMH! OTKyZAa TaKoil YyNOBHIIHbIA 3anmax? —
He BblJepXKaJs HakKonel Opex.

— Tl ne 3naewn? dTo puiba, phiba ¢ Boabmwoi Boawi!
Xopounii!

— C Bosbwoi Boabi? Tody! U Tbl Jetan 3a Heit Tak
JaJieko?

— Her, Het! OHa 6blia y uesioBeka, Ha (epMe, B 6OJIbILOH
Kyue ot6pocoB. Tam Bcerna Bcero Muoro! §I may Tyma 3sa
enoi, Gepy pui6y, cHoBa nmaxHeT Boubuioii Bogoit. 3a6upaio,
eM H BOT BcnoMHHaio Boabwyio Boay.

Opex uyTb He 3aJOXHYJICA OT 3amaxa TYXJOH cesielkH,
HO coBJ1ajaJ ¢ co6oii.

— Kuxap, Ti o6emas JloxmMouy nomoub HaM HOCTaTb
/I Hawel KOJIOHHH MaTepeil,— NMpeofoJieBasi OTBpalLEHHe,
npo6opmMoTa OH.

— [la, npa, upy c Bamu! Mucrep Jloxmau ckasan —
A Hy>eH, XoTs H He Kpoauk. Hano? Hny!

— Tol Hacrosmit apyr, Kuxap!
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— [a, na, nomory Bam joctate mamaw! Ho Bot uro,
mucrep Opex! S Tenepb Bce BpeMsi xouy JeTeTb K Bosbuioit
Boge. Koraa Bbl JoCTaHeTe KPOJIbYHX, i BAC OCTABJIO H yJeuy!
A npuseuy st oceHbio!

— A Korga Thl CHOBa NMpHJETHLIb, Y Hac GyAeT OT/IHYHas
KOJIOHHSI H MHOTO Marepeii!

— Tak u 6yzet! A xoraa Bbl noitnere, muctep Opex?
§1 He xouy mosro xpath! Xouy k Boabwoit Bone!

— Mul BoicTynaeM 3aBTpa yTpoM,— cka3san Opex.— Ilo-
Ka Hac He 6yzet, OcTposHcT n03a6OTHTCA O KoJsloHuH, a Kpy-
WHHA, 3eMJISIHHKa H KPOJMKH C (epMbl OCTaHYTCA C HHM.










PaHHHM yTpOM OTpSiA B NOXOLHOM CTPOIO BLICTYNHJ H3
GYKOBOH POLLH.

Onacasicb nomewatb Opexy, OCTPOJIHCT He NPOMOJBHJ
Ha co6paHHH GoJjibllle HH cJIOBa, GYATO BOAW B POT HabpaJ.
Onxako, mpoBoXKasi OTPSAA AO ONYIUKH GYKOBOH pOILH, OH
ellBa MOT CKpPHTb CBOIO TpeBory. [TOTHXOHbKY OT Apyrux
y4acCTHHKOB pefina oH mompocua Opexa NMpaBHJbHO OLEHHTH
pa3Mepnl rpossilefl ONacHOCTH.

Iaras Baen 3a CepeGPHCTBIM, NOBEAIIHM OTPALA MO XOJ-
MHCTOR MECTHOCTH, H YYyBCTBYfl, YTO NYTH K OTCTYILIEHHIO
Yy HHX OTpPe3aHhi, BCe YUACTHHKH pefi/la HCILITHIBAJH TPeBOTy
H GecrnokoiictBo. Ilpo Ddpady rosopuam Takue XKyTKHe
BelllH, YTO OT 3TOr0 MOIJIO APOTHYTb CaMoe OTBaXx<Hoe cepaue!
K Tomy xe mo npubbitusi B ddppady KposHKaMm NpeacTosao
NpOBeCTH ABa-TPH AHA Ha He3HaKOMOH paBHHHe, H Ha NyTH
HM MOIVIH BCTPETHTbCH JIMCHIMB, FOPHOCTaH H JlacKH!

PacceinaBuinch Mo MO0 H 4acTo Nepefnixas, OTPsA
Lies Brepel MejJeHHO H HetopomanBo. Hakosel ans Gosee
ycneitHoro npoasuxenusi Opex mogesuj1 cBoe BOACKO Ha
TPH OTAeJbHHX oTpsiza. IByms pykoBoauan CepeGpucthiii
u Jloxmauy, a KOMaHL0OBaHHe TPETbHM OH B3sJ1 Ha ce6. OnuHa-
KO KPOJIMKH BCe-TakH NMPOJABHrajlHCh Brepef €O CKOPOCTbIO
yepernaxu, MO oyepelH, ryCbKOM INepexoist OTKPhITHE MNpo-
CTPaHCTBA, KaK CKaJjosa3bl MPOXOAAT rpossiine 0GBajoOM
CKaJbl.

o myTH MM nonajajuch OTJHYHble KPOJNHYbH MecTa!
HioHb noaxoiamsa K KOHLY, GIH3HJICS HIOJIb, CepelHHA JeTa.
3esieHble H3rOPOAH M Jyra GbINH MOKPLITH NbILIHOA H GyfAHOM
PaCTHTENbHOCTBIO.

KposMKH MOrJH YKPHITbCS B NPOHH3AHHBIX COJHUEM
TyCK/NO-3e/IeHbIX MelMepKax H3 TpaBH, AMKOro MafopaHa
M CHEITH. 37ecb HETPYAHO OHJIO BeCTH HaG/lOfleHHe H3-3a
TYCTHX TATHUCTHIX JHCTbEB H BOJIOCHCTHX CTBOJOB Gypau-
HMKa ¢ KPacHO-CHHHMH couBeTHsMH. Korma Hesagosiro no
Hu-Ppuca crajo oyeHb xapko, CepeGPHCTHII OCTaHOBHJCH
y 3apocsiel GosiphilHMKa. Betep yTHX, H BO3nyX Ohla HanoeH
C/llaZKMM, HaMIOMHHAIOLIMM 3aMNax JHKHX XPH3aHTEM apOMaTOM
LBETYLIer0 Haropbs, MOPOCIIEr0 POMAMIKOH, THICAYENHCTHH-
KOM H NHXKMO#H.
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Opex u Ilateiit npuneran Ha 3emmo psgom ¢ Cepe6-
pHCThIM. BHesanHo TOT mpoTsAHys Jany Brepen:

— BoH TOT camulii Jiec, KOTOpHIi TaK He NOHpaBHJCH
Ocrpoaucry!

Y3Kafd M JQJMHHaA TnoJoca Jeca, H3BeCTHas Yy Jioned
non HasBanHeM LlesapeB [losic, Gbina 3ajuTa BeyepHHM
cosiHlieM. B THIIMHEe CTpPeKOTa/lH Ky3HEUYHKH.

Opex ROArO M BHHMaTeJNbHO H3yyas NPOCTHPAaBLUHACHA
nepen HuMH Llesapes Ilosic, HABOCTPHB YIUIH H JIOBA HOCOM
BO3AYX.

— §1 He BHXYy 3jecb Huyero crpawHoro! A uTo TH
ckaxewb, [ATeiA? — o6paTuics oH K 6party.

— 310 — Jlec Jofedl, NoToMy-10 OCTPOJIHCT M CueJ ero
crpaHHbiM. Ilo-BuaKHMOMY, cefiyac Joned 3aech HeT, HO Mpo-
BEpHTb JHIUHHA pa3 He Mewaet! He ornpaBuTbc M MHe
Ha pa3BelKy? — ocBefioMucs Ilsathiit.

IMoka Opex u3nanu paccMaTpHBaJ PaCKHHYBLIHACA nepen
HUM Jiec, nopowen otpsa Jloxmaua. YyacTHHKH pefina pac-
TNIOJIOXKHJIHCh HAa OTABLIX B CBETJIO-3€JIeHOH TeHH GOsipblILHHKA.
Ko, onycTHB yLuH, NPHHAJICA 32 YXKHH, @ KTO IPOCTO HEXXHJICA
Ha COJIHLe.

Bechb stoT neHb Jloxmau Bes ce6si CTPAaHHO M HeOObIYHO.
IorpyeHHblit B TafiHble AyMH, OH XPaHHJ FIyGOKOe MOJ-
yaHue. Ecii 6ul KTO-HHGYAb OCMEJIMJICS YCOMHHTbCS B €ro
Xpa6pocTd, TO OH Mor 6bl moayMaTb, 4To JIOXMay HepBHH-
YyaeT H TPYCHT.

Opex nopo3eaJ Jloxmaua, H ToT 6e3 NpoBoJIoYeK BbIGpaJica
M3 TYLIH UBEeTYIUHX peneiiHUKOB H MOJOINEN K GOSIpPbIILHHKY.

— Yrto Tam elle CTPACIOCH? — HeJOBOJBHO NPOGYpP-
Yaj OH.

— Tloseauresnb u rposa Kowek Idedda-pa! — wytnuso
o6paTtuics K Hemy Opex.— Pa3Befa#, HeT JiH MO AepeBbsMH
kowek! U ecad TH MX OGHapyXHlLib, HEMEAJIEHHO DPa3roHH
Beex!

TMposoaus yxoaswero Jloxmaua raasamu, Opex o6paTua-
ca k Cepe6pHcToMy:

— CKaxXH: XOQHT JIH N0 3THM MecTaM Bosbwoii Iarpyan?

— Tloxanyit, onn moryT cioga Ao6paTbCs...— OTBEYAJ
CepeGpHcThiii.— Ecin HayalbHHK OTPSAAA peLIHTesIeH H npes-
NpHHMYHB, OH MOXKET 3aBECTH CBOHX COJAAT IOBOJIbHO
naJexo!

— Ec/lH MB ¢ HMMHM BCTPETHMCH, HM OAMH COJAAT He
NoMXKeH BepHyTbea B Ddpady! Ins BepHOCTH crnpsuemcs
B Jecy! Ecan 3ToT Jlec He nonpasuJica Hawemy Ocrpoaucry,
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To BpsAA Ju u 3dpadaHubl NHTAIOT K Hemy GOJbLIYIO CHMNa-
THio. Ho Her JM y Te6s Ha mnpumere 6oJee YKPOMHOro
mecreuka, CepeGpHCTHIfi?

— YkpomHOoro Mecteuka BG6aM3NM OD¢pacdbl He MOXKeT
6biTb! — oTBeuasn CepeGpucThil.— 51 He 3Halo, rie 3aech
CNPATATLCA H MOXKHO JIH BOOGILE YKPHITLCS OT MaTPYJIbHBIX.
XuTpocTH HM He 3aHHMaTb! BO3MOXHO, OHH yXe 3aMeTHJH
Hac W OTNpaBHJHCb C panoptom B ddpady!

Jloxmau oGoluen Jiec M Gexkasa HaBCTpeuy.

— Bce cnokofiHo? — ocsegomuicss Opex.— Pa3 Tak, 10
BefH Hac B Jec, CepeGpucThifi! Mbl JO/KHH NPOATH €ro
HackBo3b. B nosmenb Kuxap Gyner Hac paaTb Ha omyuike.

Tpoitasi okosio mosyyaca B 3amafHOM HanpaBJeHHH, My-
TelleCTBEeHHHKH JOULIH 10 POLUHMIbI, CIHBABLIEACS C OCHOBHOM
Mmaccoii Llesapena IMosica. Ha 3anane Bbicuanch roJbie u myc-
THIHHBIE XOJ/IMbl, IOPOCLUHE COPHSIKAMH H XKECTKHMH KOYKaMH
NOXKYXJIOR TpaBhl.

Bckope Kuxap o6HapyxuJi OTPAL H CIYCTHJICS Ha 3eMJIIO.
Ycrasble yYaCTHHKH peifiia OTABIXaJH B 3apOC/AsiX KpamHBhl.
Kuxap npucen Boane Opexa.

— OcTpoJCT GOHTCA — HHKTO He BepHeTc Ha3aa! —
coo6uus oH.— Yrto aenath?

— Hyxuo rpe-unbynp cnpsitathea! Hafian GesonacHoe
MecTeuko noGJamxke K D¢ppade,— nonpocua Opex.

— bBausko k dppacde? — nepecnpocua Kuxap.

— He Ganxe, ueM ¢epma Bssosas Poma orcrout ot
Hamwux CorT.

— 3Haio Takoe mecrto! HyHo mepefiTH Ha Ty cTOpoHy
pekH!

— 3HauMT, NPHAETCA NMepelVibiBaTh peKy?

— Her, kpoankam He nepembith! Peka Gosbuiasi, 6eXHUT
6uictpo! Ho Tam ectb moct!

— A syyulero Mecta Thl He 3Haellb?

— Tam MHoro aepesbeB! Uyxue KposikH Bac He Haf ayT!

— Hy, 4T0 TH Ha 3TO cKaXewb? — C COMHeHHeM o6pa-
THica Opex K ITatomy.

— JHeno o6cTouT Jayyure, yeM fi OXuAaa!l — C JOBOJb-
HEIM BHIOM cKa3aJ IlaThifi.— 3a pekoft MK cMOXeM clenaTh
npuBaJ. 31ecb e, Ha XOJMax, Mbl BCce BpeMs B OMNaCHOCTH.

— B TakoM ciiyyae — NpHKa3 BCeM NOIKPENHTLCH H OT-
noxuyTs! Hasnauvaio Bucrynsiende ¢y-Huae, koraa Ha He6o
BbiigeT JyHal — pewuns Opex.

— Ox, Kak i Tenepb BO3HEHABHEJ CJIOBA BHICTYIJIEHHE»
H «py-HHae»,— ropectHo B3a0XHYa CmopoauHa.
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Koraa conHue nouuio Ha 3akat, Opex co6paj KpOJHMKOB
B YKDbITHH, 4TOGHl BCce MOrJH moakpenutbes. IlpensomuTenn
KPOJIMKOB CTapaJjicsi He MOKa3blBaTb BHAY, YTO €ro MyuaeT
GecriokoricTBO. Bua y Hero 6bl1 Becesblit H yBepeHHbIA. Oras-
JieB CBOi OTPfA, OH C PafOCThi0 3aMETHJ, YTO MOKa elie
HHKTO He BbIGHJICA H3 cua! Kpoankn Opexa cranu ceityac
Ky4Ko#f KpeNnKHX H BBIHOCJHBHIX XJeccHaeil! Buauo 6buio,
YTO HM AOA CHJIYy OUHCTHTb JioGoi oropon! Bce 6biu B OT-
JHYHOM (opMe, CBEXXH H NMOXOXH APYr Ha Apyra, Kak OfHa
TpPaBHHKA Ha APYryio.

Bapyr u3-3a 3apocieii GeJpeHLa MOsBHJCA BCTPEBOXKEH-
Hblit Topuouek. 3a Hum wea IsaToiil.

— Tlo oBpary Gexur Juca! Yro genatb, Opex-pa?

444+ly, Berpora

BRAJAB € ot

Hu cam Opex, HH ero KPOJHKH HH pa3y He BHJEJH JIHCHI,
TeM He MeHee OHH 3HAJH, YTO €CJH JIHCY OGHApYXHJH, TO
OHa ye He MpeACTaBAsieT 0co6oil onacHoctr'. Onnako Opex
NouyBCTBOBaJ, 4TO Gbl1 Yepecuyp GecrneueH, MO3BOJHB Kpo-
AHMKaM COHTbCS B Kyyy H He BBLICTaBHTb 4acoBoro. Berep
Ay7 C CceBepo-BOCTOKA, W, MOJOHAA C 3amaja MO YIuesbio,
JMca MorJa BHe3almHO HamacTb Ha HuX. Xopowo, yro Fop-
wouek ¢ [IsThiM Bbleann Ha noje H ee 3aMeTHsn. Opex
GbICTPO OLEHHJ OGCTaHOBKY.

Ecnu sMca ewe paaJjeko, KpoHKaM CJef0BaJoO HeMend-
JieHHO cnacatbcs GerctBoM. IMo6iu3ocTd npoctupadcs Jec,
B KOTOPOM MOXXHO GBUJIO CKPBITbCSA H, He Tepsisi APYr Apyra
H3 BHIy, npojo/kaTth nyTb. Opex pasgBHHYJ CTBOJILI pe-
nefHHKa H BBITJISIHYJI.

— BuM3Ko JM JiHCa? — CNPOCHJ OH.

— Bor ona! — paspaJcs rosoc IsaToro, sexasiiero nox
KyCTOM IUHMOBHHKA. Ycuniwas wardk Opexa, [laTteii e
NOBEPHYJ1 TOJIOBbI, @ TO/MbKO CJerka MoBeJ B3rJfJOM BHH3.

Opex nocmoTpesi B yKa3aHHylo IIATHIM CTOpOHY.

OT Toro MecTa, rie OHH CHIEJNH, HEPOBHas MOBEPXHOCTb
ylle/ibsl, 3apociuasi COPHOH TPaBOH, pe3ko wvia BHH3. 3axo-

! HekoTophle nosiaraior, uTo KPOJMKH NMPOBOAAT 6OMBLIYIO YaCTb CBOEA
JKH3HH, CMacanch OT JHCHI. 70 Hesepwo.—/Tpus. asr.
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nsilllee COJIHLE, IPOHHKAS CKBO3b JIHCTBY AepPeBbeB, OCBEILAJIO
o6puiB. JInca G6exaJa no o6peIBY H NMoka 6hiJia OT HHX AaJseKo.
XoTs OHa IJa € NOABETPEHHOH CTOPOHH H MOrJa Obl yuysiTh
KPOJIHKOB, Hemoxoxe Ghio, YTOGEl OHA HMH OCOGEHHO HHTe-
pecoBaJjiack. OHa ynpsiMo GexaJia o oBpary, cTynas TBepo,
KaK co6aka, ONyCTHB BHH3 Gesbli KOHUMK XBocTa. Cmepxy
KPOJIMKH MOIJIH XOPOIIO pacCMOTpeTh ee necyaHo-Gypyio
wy6Ky, TeMHble Jamhl H OCTphle yiuH. JlHca nokasaaachk
HallHM NyTellleCTBEHHHKaM TaKoH XMIIHOH H KOBapHOH, 4TO
GeznHble HaGaiofaTesH 3aTpeneTatu. JInmb Korjga, oGOrHyB
OJMHOUHHA KyCT pemefiHHKa, JiHca Hcuessna u3 Buay, Opex
H TIATLIN OCMENHIIHCh MOAHATLCA H NPHCOEAHHHTLCA K CBOHM
JIPY3bsM.

— Hnem orciona,— cka3zaa Opex.— Bnepen!

Bapyr Kakofi-To KpoJHK, rpy6o ottoskHyB Opexa nie-
YoM, MpockakaJ MuMo Ilatoro M Hcues B yumenbe. Opex
YAHBJIEHHO OCMOTPEJCS.

— Kako#i GosBaH noGexxaJs HaBCTpewy JiHCe?

— Jloxmau! — oTBeTHJ1 He MeHee yAauBJeHHBIA [lsaThiil.

O6a 6pocuinch K HaGJIOAaTeNbHOMY MOCTY NOJ KyCTOM
LIMMOBHHKA M MOCMOTpeH BHH3. OHH C BOJIHEHHEM YBHJEJH,
yto Jloxmau ckayeT no o6phiBYy, NeP3KO HANpaBJsAACh B CTO-
POHY JIHCHI.

OH MyaJsicsl JiMce Hamepepe3, HO OHa MOYeMy-TO He 3a-
Mmeuasa Jloxmaua.

— TlosBosib, 1 mockayy K Jloxmady Ha nomouip! —
npowenrai Cepe6GpHCTHIf.

— Bce nu ¢ Mecra! — ckomanpoBasa Opex.— M moaunte,
paau Ppuca!

Jlnca 3ameTHsa npuGanxalomerocss K Heil Jloxmaua,
TO/ILKO KOTAa MeXAy HHMH OCTaBaJjoch He GoJee TPHALATH
MerpoB. OHa Ha MHHYTYy OCTaHOBHJAch ObLJIO, HO 3aTeM
cobaubelf peICbIO MoGexkasa Aajblue.

TMepen cambiM JHCbHM HOcOM JIOXMau BHe3amHO NoOBep-
HyJCAl M, 3aMeTHO XpoMmasi, Hayaj B36HpPaTbCi Ha CKJOH
o6peiBa. Jlica CHOBa mocrosjla, MHHYTy NOKoJe6aJjach
H HaKOHell, CJOBHO HeXOTS, HampaBHJachb BCJed 32 HHM.

— Uro y Hero Ha yme? — mpowenTtas Cepe6GpHCTHIiA.

— HasgepHoe, xoueT yBecTH JIHCY MoAaJblite OT OTpsifal —
cka3aan [lsaThiit.

— 370 coBeplIleHHO H3nHIUHe! MH H TaK OT Hee jaJe-
Ko! — Bckpuuaa CepeGpHCTHIA.

— TlpokasTelit AypeHb! — BockankHya Opex.— OH ce6st
nory6ur!
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Tem BpemeHeM JiHca ycKopuaa war. [lo-BuauMomy, oHa
Haronsna Jloxmaua. CoJiHIEe ceJsio, H B GbICTPO CNyCKAIOLHXCS
CyMepKax TPYAHO GblJIO MOHATH, YTO MPOMCXOAHMT. Y OMYLIKH
sieca JloxMau Hcye3 3a KyCTaMH, H BCJIEA 32 HHM CKPbLIach
H JHuca.

Hacrynuia THIIHHA, a 3aTeM MpeNCMEPTHbiH BOMIb
KPOJIMKA OIJIaCHJl MYCThIHHbIH TEMHEIOLIMH XOIM.

— O ®puc u Hnae! — Tonnys, BockanKHyn CMopoaxHa.
Topiiouek noBepHyJicsi, YTOOb 6eXaTb.

— Uro Xk, Hajo cobupathbesi, Opex! — ckasan Cepe6puc-
Thii.— JIoxmau noru6! Emy yxe He nomoxxeuub!

He ycrnen oH 3TO mpOroBOpHTb, KaK H3 TylUH Jieca BHe-
3anHo BbIHBIpHYJ Jloxmau.

On Hecest cTpeJiofi. TTpexczie yeM 10 KPOIMKOB AOLLJIO, YTO
OH OCTajICd llel U HEeBPeAHM, OH OJHMM TNPLDKKOM Tpe-
0J10J1e/1 OTKOC M OKa3aJsCi CPefli HHX.

— Ckxopeit, 6exuM oTcioaa npoub! — KpHKHyJ JIoxmau
He CBOHM rOJIOCOM.

— A pasBe Thl He paHeH? — yauBJeHHO crnpocHa Ko-
JIOKOJIbYHK.

— Huxoraa e uyBcTBOBas ce6s ayuuwe! Bexum! — no-
Bropus Jloxmau.

— Topoxnews! Cefiuac i ¢ ToGo# morosopio! — Jie-
JSAAHBIM TOHOM mnpon3Hec Opex. OH 6biJ CHJLHO paccepeH.—
Tui Bear ce6sl, KaK Kpyrabiii HAHOT! — OH MOBEpHYJCA W NpPH-
TBOpHJCA, GyATO Ha6mojaeT 3a YilleJbeM, XOT yXKe Co-
BepuleHHo cremHeso. Kposuku 3a ero crnuHoit GecnokoiHo
3alueBeananch. Jloaruit nexHb, NpoBeJeHHLIA B OTKPLITOM MoJie,
roJIbifi, TOPOCIUHH COPHIKAMHM OBpar, BHe3aNHOe NOsiBJIeHHe
JIHCHI, MOTPAACEHHE, BHI3BAHHOE OTYAsIHHO CMeJbIM MOCTYIKOM
JloxmMaua,— Bce 3TO MPHBEJIO HX B TaKoe COCTOSIHHE, KaK
6GyATO OHH OOGbENIHCH AypMaHa.

— YBoaH HX OTCIOJAa MOCKOpee, a TO KakK Obl y HHX He
HayaJicsi TcapH,— npouentan IlarTbii.

— Ham nopa uarn,— Ge3 mpomelJieHHsi OTpearHpoBas
Ha ero coBer Opex.— Ymoaso Bac, pe6sTa, nepxHTech
BMecte! Ecan B TeMHOTe KTO-HHGYAb MOTEpSieTCs, OH mponaJl.
B Tom ciyyae, ecqH HaBCTpeuy MOMAafyTCS UyXKHEe KPOJIHKH,
6Ge3 paccyxpaeHnii Hanapnaite! 3ajgaBaTh Bompochl Gynere
norom!

OHH NOLIH MO I0XXKHOH OKpaKHe Jieca H Mo OfHOMY H 10
JIBOE TepeceKkaH MyCThIHHYI0 fopory. IloHemHory B roJoax
Y KPOJIMKOB MNpOsicHHIOCh. OHH YBHIEJH, YTO HaXOAATCH
Ha OTKpHIThIX noasx. C 3anaja, ¢ BeyepHeil CTOPOHBI, A0 HHX
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DOHECAHCh NMPHBBLIYHBIA IUYM H 3amax, KOTOpble O6BIYHO MAYT
OT HaceJIeHHBIX ycane6, H HATH crajo Jerde. Ux myts npo-
Jierasl yepe3 LIMPOKHe NacTGHILA, OKPYXKEHHble TJIyGOKHMH
KaHaBaMH, 3apOCIIMMH Gy3HHOH H GepecKIeToM.

3peck Jexano NOMMHHHO KPOJHYbE LAPCTBO, MOKa3as-
1eecsi MM BOJIIIEGHBIM H YNOHTEJbHBIM NOCJEe PeaKoro Je-
ca llesapea Ilosica ¥ MOPOCIIHX JIOXMaTHIMH COPHSIKaMH
OBparos.

Korna oTpaa npoien ROBOJMLHO GOJbILOE PacCTOSIHHE,
He 3a6blBasi MO BpeMeHaM INpPHHIOXHBATbCA M JeJasi Nepe-
GeXXKH OT YKPHITHSI K YKpHTHIO, Opex moayMaJ, YTo MOXHO
paspewuTh npuBaJj. BrictaBHB yacoBhix, oH orBes Jloxmaua
B CTOPOHY.

— $1 oueHb Ha Te6sl cepaMT,— cKas3aja oH.— TH eauH-
CTBeHHBIH KPOJIHK, 6€3 KOTOpOro MH cefiuac 0GOATHCHL He
MOXXeM. 3aueM THi TaK IVIyNo pHCKOBan? .

— KoneuHo, s craynua! — ckasaa Jloxmau.— §1 yxacHo
HepBHHYaJ, AyMas O TOM, 4YTo XzeT MeHs B Ddpade. B Takux
clyyasix MHe BCerfia XO4yeTcsl NeHCTBOBaTb — MHe Heo6Xo-
MO HJIH NOJApPaThCH C KeM-HHOYAb, HJIH PHCKHYTb TOJIOBOH.
Mie nokasasnoch, 4YTO €CJH 5l CyMel0 OCTaBHTb 3Ty JIHCY
B JypaKax, TO nepectaHy GecloKOHTbCS O TOM, APYroM, Jene.

— 3HauuT, TH noapaxai dab-dxpedipe! Ho Beab Th Mor
3a3psi noru6HyTh! OfHAKO BCe-TAKH CKaXKH: YTO XKe NMPOH30-
w0 ¢ To6ok B Jecy? IToueMy TH Tak KpuuaJ, ecyiH ¢ TOGOA
HHYEro He CJy4HJIOCH?

— 310 KpHyaa He f,— orBeyaJs Jloxmay.— [lpou3owio
YTO-TO OYeHb CTpPaHHoe, H 6oiochb, 3T0 He K Ao6py! SI coGH-
paJicsl YBECTH JIHCY B JieC H 3aTeM BepHyTbcsl K BaM. JloGexaB
JI0 KyCTOB, sl Cpasy nepecTaj XpoMaTb M NOMYaJICSl BO Bech
Ayx. 1 TyT 1 BHe3anHO JIMLIOM K JIKIY CTOJIKHYJICSL C YYXKHM
KPOJIHUBHM OTPsiioM. UyiKHe KPOJHKH LM NPAMO Ha MeHs!
51 He ycmes1 MX XOpOILIEHbKO pasrJsifeTb, HO BCe OHH NOKa3a-
JMCh MHe HeoObiYHO pocJbMH pe6atamu. «Beperuch, cna-
caiicsi 6ercTBOM!» — TOJIbKO H ycnesl sl KPHKHYTb, HO OHH
HH C TOrO HH C Cero MOMHTAJHCh MeHs CcXxBaTHTb. OnuH
3aopaJi: «CTol!» — HJIH YTO-TO B 3TOM pojie Aa KaK GPOCHTCA
MHe Hanepepe3! 5 c6HJI ero ¢ HOT H CTpeJIofi MpoJieTesl MHMO.
3aTeM s ycJBIXaJd STOT CTpAaLIHBA BH3r. KoHeuHo, s mpH-
6GaBuJs XONy, BHICKOYHJ H3 JieCy H MpHGexas K BaM.

— 3HauuT, xoM6a CXBaTHJa TOro, APYroro, KPOJIHKa?

— JlomxHo G6uTb! CaMm TOro He »esasi, s HaBea ee
npsiIMO Ha HX OTPSA.

B 370 Bpemsi K HHM nogoues CepeGpHCTHIE.
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— Opex,— cka3as oH.— Mbi coBceM 61H3K0 OT ddpadbi!
Hajo Kak MOXHO CKOpee YXOAHTb!

KposnkH cHOBa ABMHYJHCb B NMyThb. DTOH HOYBIO y HHX
Gosblile He GbIIO HHKAKHX NPHKMOYEHHA, M BMecTo 3¢pa-
¢aHCKHX maTpyJied, NosiB/JIeHHS KOTOPLIX OHH X/JaJ/IH C MHHYTH
Ha MHHYTY, HM TNOBCTPEYaJHCb TOJbKO MHIUHM Ja Mapoyka
exefl, HCKaBIlasi CJM3HAKOB B NMPHAOPOXKHOA KaHaBe.

Korza B He60 noaHsauch nepsble KaBopoHkH, Opex,
BHIGHBLLHICA H3 CHJ, cnpocua CepeGpHCTOrO:

— T'ne xe 3ta xenesaHass gopora? OCTPOJIHCT FOBOPHII,
YTO TaM MOYTH OTBECHBIA, 3aPOCHIHA KyCTaMH OTKOC. 31ecChb
HHYero moxoxero Het!

— Jlopora psiioM, pa3Be Thl He YyBCTBYelllb 3anaxa? —
cnpocua CepeGpHcThiil.

Opex NOTAHYJ HO3APSIMH BO3AyX. B chipom Bosmyxe oH
OTYETJIHBO TNOYYBCTBOBAJI pPe3KHe 3anmaxH MeTaJuia, yroJb-
HOro JbiMa H MalUHHHOTO Macja. Bckope Kposinku yBuzesn
Kpal JKeJe3HONOPOXKHOAR HachiNH, TepsBLIeACA mocpeaH
KYCTOB H BBICOKO# TpaBhl. Kpyrom Bce 6HIO THXO, TOJIbKO
LIyMHasi cTafika BopoGbeB yceJlach Ha NMOJIOTHO H NMpPHHAAAch
YTO-TO KJeBaTb Ha IUMajax. JTa MHPHas KapTHHa BceX
ycnoKouaa.

— Bcem npuka3 nepefith jgopory! Ilyctb ona asxer
Mexay Hamu M Ddpadoit! 3a Heit Mbl caenaem npuBana! —
cka3aa Opex.

C HeKOTOpHIM ONMAaceHHeM OTPsif B306paJcs Ha Hachlfb,
OXHJasl, YTO OTHeHHBIH mocianen Ppuca, pacchinas rpoMsl
H MOJIHHH, BOT-BOT MOSIBUTCA M3 TeMHOTH. OfHaKo Bce GbLIO
THXO, H BCKOpe BCe YYaCTHHKH pefina co6pajuch Ha Jyry 3a
KeJsie3HoA Joporofi. OHH TaK YCTajlH, YTO AyMajH TOJbKO
0 TOM, YTOGHl JaTh OTARX HAaTePTHIM JlalaM H MHILYy — Xe-
JNYAKY, H COBCeM He 3aGOTHJHCb O TOM, YTOGH CTPATATbCA.

B 3to Bpemsi B HeGe mosiBusica Kuxap.

— Bei ¢ yma cowan, Muctep Opex? 3aech ocraBaThCd —
Gena! — NpoKpHuaa OH.

— Hawm Heo6xonum oTapix!

— 3nech Her otapixa! IIpuayT uyxue KpoJHKu!

— Hy, He cpa3sy xe oHu npuayT!

— Ja, na! Yxe upyt! Bausko!

— Yepr 6u noGpan 3TH NpoxkasThie naTtpyiau! HMnmewmre,
pe6sTa, ¢ noss B Jiec. Toponuch, Bepounka, ecan He Xesaellb,
Yy106bl TeGe B D¢pade OTrphianu yiun!

KpoJiHKH 3aKOBBLIIAJH MO MOJIO K pacTyllemy Brepeau
€JIbHHKY H BCKOpe 6e3 CHJI CBaJHJIHCh MOJ AepeBbMH.
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XoTsi mocpeau eJeil LApPHJ MOJYMpakK, Bce MoJe Mepex
JiecoM GhlJIo 3a/HMTO BeuepHHM coJHueM. K cMmoancromy eo-
BOMY 3amaxy B Jecy NpHMeLIMBaJCs elle APYrod 3amnax,
Pe3KHil H AYWHCTBIA. DTO 61 apOMAT KAKHX-TO HEH3BECTHHIX
Opexy usetroB. OH NpHHAJCA HCKaTb HCTOYHHK apomaTa
W Ha onyllKe OGHAPYXHJ HECKOJbKO KYCTHKOB LBeTylef
MblbHSAHKH. YacTb pacTeHuit crosina eue B GyTOHaX, 3aKpy-
YeHHBIX B GeJible H XKeJITO-PO30Bble CIHPaJIbKH, HO MHOTHE yXKe
pa3BepHyJIH CBOH NMOXOXKHe Ha 3Be3[IO4KH IBeTHl, H3/laBaBllHe
CHJIbHHHA 3anax. BOKpYr MbUIbHSIHKH DOHJIHCh HOYHBle Ga-
GoukH. Ha HHX OXOTHJHCb JleTyuHe MBIILH.

Opex npuHsJcs WHNath TpaBy. OH oueHb OropymJcs, Mo-
YyBCTBOBAB, YTO PaHa Ha ero 3ajHef Jiane faeT o ceGe 3HAThb.
Tlo-BunuMomy, GopcHpoBaHHbI Mapul MO X0/MaM OKa3aics
He MOJ CHJIy HEeNAaBHO CPOCIUeHCS MbIIILE.

— Opex-pa! Uto cyunnocs? TBOA HOra KaK-TO CTPaHHO
BoJlouHTCs! — Gpocuics K HeMy ['opuiouek, orn6asi KycTHK
MBIIbHSIHKH.

— Hora no6aansaet! Haiiau-ka mue Kuxapa, lopioyek!

— A Kuxap yaeren! Jloxmau u Cepe6pucTHfi nmocJaju
€ro NpoBEepHTb, He MPHO/IHKaeTCsA JH NMaTpyJb!

Opex mnouyBCTBOBaJ JierKoe pasjpaeHHe. Bcsikoe mpo-
Mejl/ieHHe Ka3aJochb eMy KpaiiHe onacHuM. OH NOHHMaJ, YTO
JloxmMau HeuastHHO HaTOJKHyJcsi Ha BoJbwod IMatpyab, Ko-
TOpHIi WieJ Mo ciedy HX orpsaa. ITo Bcelt BepOATHOCTH,
JApyrofi maTpy/Jb NBHXKETCS HM HaBCTpeuy. MoxeT GhiTb,
onaceHusi Cepe6GpHCTOro BIOJIHE peasibHH H MAaTpPyJb yxKe
JIONIOXKHJ O HHX 3padaHCKOMy HauajbcTBy? MoxeT GbiTb,
y reHepasa 3Bepo6osi ectb cBofi Kuxap? A Bapyr emy me-
penaeT CBeJeHHWSl OJHA H3 KPYXKHBIUMXCA 3[ecChb JeTy4yHXx
Mbillef?

Ipu 3Toii MBiC/IH TpaBa cpasy nokasajachb Opexy ropb-
KO#, a COJIHeUHHe JIy4H — JIeISTHbIMH, H OH YHBIJIO CrOpOHJCS
NOJ eJIbio, MOJIHBIA BCEBO3MOXHHIX MPAyHLIX NMpeauyyBCTBHI.
Y Hero 3auecaJiHCh OT HeTepneHHs Janu. OH yXe rOTOBHJCSA
co6GpaTh CBOW OTPSIA H MATH BNepej, KOrja Hax HHMH B HeGe
nosiBuicst Kuxap.

— Mucrep Opex! Yyxkux KposHKOB HeT! — 0JI0KHJ

— Moxert, OHH He JIIOGAT 3Ty XKeJe3Hyio mopory!
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— A naneko am otcioma A0 peku? — cnpocua Opex.

— Her, ner! Pagom!

EnBa ycneB npoiTH Mo JieCy HeCKOJIbKO WIaroB, KPOJHKH
noyys/JH, 4To peka 6nu3ko. IlouBa crana coipee H Msirve,
3anax/Jo OCOKOH H BonoH. TpeBoXHO meperssiabiBasich, Kpo-
JIHKH CTaJii BbIGHpaThcs M3 Jieca. Peku elle He GblIO BHAHO,
HO Ha JIUCTbSIX NepeBbeB YXe 3acBepKajH GJHKH OTpajKeH-
HOro cBeTa, H BcKope Opex, KOBLIISABLIMI BnepenH, OKa3aJjcs
Ha y3Ko# HopoxKe, Geryuieii Broab Gepera.

BhirasiHyB NpeoCTOPOXKHOCTH palH H3-3a KycTa, yyacT-
HHKH pefila YBHJEJH TIJIAAKYlO MOBEPXHOCTb CBepKalolled
PeKH, TaKo# IUHPOKOH H GLICTPOH, UTO 3HAKOMas HM peuka
DH6OpH He Morja ¢ Heft HATH HH B Kakoe CPaBHeHHe.

BresanHo Haja HHMH pa3sjaJjicsi Xpumabli rosoc Kuxapa:

— Mucrep Opex, uero xnmete? Bnepea! Moct 6au3ko!

MocrT cTosia HuXKe No TeyeHH0. XoTa Opex yacTo ciblial
u3 ycr Knxapa cJ10Bo «MOCT», OH CTECHSJICi pacCnpalnBaTh
ero 06 3ToM. MocT He Bbi3Bas y Opexa HHKAaKOro omaceHHs.
OH yBHZes BCEro JHLIb PSR CTOJGHKOB H NepHA € 06eHx
cropoH popord. Opex Ge3 BCAKOro YAMBJIEHHS OGHapy»uJ,
YTO HX NMyTb NepeceKaeT PeKy, HO €ro HCIyrajo OTCYTCTBHE
YKpBITHSl Ha 3TOH TJIaAKOH Jopore, N0 KpasM KOTOPOH POC/H
JIMIIb HU3KHe KYCTapHHKH YaXJOof TpaBbi.

— Kak 1o aymaews, Ilarteifi, nonpofyeM pHCKHYTb? —
CMPOCHJ OH.

— Yero o Gecnokouiubcsi? Kakoit TyT puck? — oTBeuasn
IaTtoiit.— HMaem, a To Bce mogymaroT, 4To Mbl GoHmcs!

Opnuum npbbkkoM IlaTeii BbicKOuMa Ha gpopory. Oras-
HYBILUHCb, OH GPOCHJICS HA MOCT, a MO Kpaio JA0POrH, Ganxke
K NepusiaM, 3a HHM mockakasa Opex. B cepeaune mocra [s-
Thifi Ge3MATEXKHO MPHCeJa H He Topomsick mogoxjaana Opexa
H yBsizaBulerocss ¢ HuM lopiuouka.

— TlputBopuMcst, GYATO Mbl BHAHM YTO-TO MHTEPECHOE,—
H BCe HalUH KPOJHKH cpa3y noberyT 3a Hamu!

¥ Mocra He 6bl10 GOPTHKA, TaK YTO NPH NMEPBOM XKe HeBep-
HOM [BHXKEHHH KPOJIMKH ynaJH 6ul B Boay. OfHaKo, BbICYHYB
HOCHl H3-TOJ HHXKHeH NepeKnalHHbl NEPHJ, OHH OCMEJHIHCh
nocMoTpeTh BHH3. BHe3anho, JieHHBO B3MaxHYB XBOCTOM,
H3-TI0/1 MOCTa BHINJIbI/IA cepast PhiGHHA BeJHUYHHOH C XOpOLIero
Kposinka. CBepXy MOXHO GbLIO OTJIHYHO Pa3riffeTh MecTphie
nATHa y Hee Ha Gokax. Jlepxacb Ha Boje, OHa MOBOPAYH-
BaJacb TO BJIeBO, TO BnpaBo. I'MGKHe ABHXKEHHS ee TyJo-
BHILla HanoMHHaaH Opexy xouwky ¢ ¢epmu BsisoBas Poiua,
a Korja OHa MOAHAJNA Hajl BOJOA TYmyio MODAY, KPOJHMKH
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OTUETJMBO YBHIEJH IIKPOKO PasutyTyio Genyio nactb. He
ToOpONsicb H PHTMHYHO [BHras XBOCTOM, DbiGHHA BTsHYJa
B ce6fl IILIBYLUETO NO NOBEPXHOCTH BOJOMEPA H CHOBa Morpy-
susach B BOJY.

— ra pbiba MoX0XKa Ha BOASHOro sicTpe6a! — BOCK/IHK-
Hya Ilsteii.— ®prc Benukuit! B Bone Toxke 0XOTATCA M MO-
enalor apyr apyral CmoTps He ynamu B peky, Xzao-py!

— Tul gymaemwb, OHa MOXET MEHSl COXPaTb? — CIPOCHJ
TFopuoyexk.

— B Bose Moryt okas3aThcsl H ApPYrHe, KOTOPHIM 3TO MO
3yGam,— cka3an Opex.

IaTbifi TOponuIHBO cockouus B TpaBy. K camomy Gepery
3jlecb MOAXOAHMJA pOlIA KOHCKHX KalITaHOB, OKpYXeHHas
TyCTEIM KyCTapHHKOM. B Hefi MOXKHO GHLIO XOpOIIO chpsi-
TaTbest. Ilateit u Topuoyek Hauaan puiTh HOpy, a Opex
NPHHAJICA KeBaTh KBayKy, CTapasicb AaTh OTABIX 6OJbHOA
Hore. Bckope k HuM mpucoenutnsnch CepeGpuctnii 1 Ony-
BaHYHK, a KPOJIHKH rocjiaGee AyXOM OCTaJHCh CHAETb B Bhi-
COKOH TpaBe H HH 3a YTO He COrJalUaJHCh CTYMHTb Ha MOCT.
B cymepkax TlaThlfi BepHYJ/ICSi 32 HHMH M YrOBODHJ NepeiTH
yepe3s pexy. Ko BceoGuieMy yausienHio, Jloxmau posbiue
Bcex ynopcrsoBas. OH nepewes pexy nocnenuum. Ilepeins
MOCT, KPOJIHKH MPOIUJIH NO TEYEHHIO [0 TOrO MecTa, rie peKa
NOBOpayMBaJa Ha 3anal. TyT OHH YBHAEJH LIMPOKHMI, HO He-
ray6okuit Bononan. Ctosn THxui Beuep, H opesb Hauanaa
KOCIKOM MOJHHMATbCA BBEPX M/ BeyepHeH OXOTH Ha MyX.
Yepes peky 3aechb Gl mepeGpolleH AOLIATHIA MOCTHK [Jifi
newexonoB. Kuxap nokpytuacs Hajg osepkoM, o6pasoBas-
IIHMCA MOJ BOJOMAajOM, H yCeJCsl Ha MepH/a MOCTHKa.

— Hapgo nepeiiti H 3TOT MOCT! — 06BsiBHA CMOpOAHHA.

— Ilycts nepBbim uger Ilatwuii! OH y Hac o6oxaer
nepexoauTh MocThl! Thl HAHM 32 HUM, a MBI ¢ Jloxmayom u Ko-
JIOKOJIbYMKOM MofiieM c3aiH.

[1aTepo KPOJHKOB OCTOPOXKHO MOCKAKaJH MO JNOCKAaM.
B ux uyTKHX ywax pasaaBaJjcs WyM najaoued Boan. Opex,
HeyBepeHHO cTynasi cBoefl GOJIbHOW J1ano#, HECKONbKO pa3s
ocraHaBauBaJjcA. JoGpaBLIHCh HAaKOHEll 1O KOHIA MOCTa,
oH ysuaes, yto Ilarbiii © CMOpOAHHA, CIYCTHBLIHCh K peke,
PasrasALBAIOT KaKOH-TO JIeXalluii Ha BoJe KPymHuIA npen-
meT. CHayana Opex NPHHAJ ero 3a JpeBecHHH CTBOJ, HO,
NoJOHAA NOGJHNKE, 3aMETHJI, YTO OH He KPYIJbIf, a MJOCKHUH,
C MPUMOAHATEIMH KpasiMH: 3TO Ghlaa Beilb yesoBeka. Opex
BCMIOMHHJI, YTO OJIHAXAbl, OGHIOXHBas BMecTe ¢ ITATHM Kyuy
Mycopa Bo3Jie ¢epMbl, OH Hallesl MOXOXHi mpeaMeT — 6oJb-
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wWoi, rJaajakuit W NAockui (To 6blIa cTapasi ABepb, BhIGPO-
IIeHHAsl Ha CBaJIKy).

OnuH KOoHel 3TOR BelM Jexan Ha Gepery, a Apyroi
JlepxKaJical Ha Boje.

Monoiias no6auxe, Opex 3ametna, uto CMopoaHHa yxe
B306paJicsi Ha yAHBHBILHI ero mpeaMer.

— Urto TH Tam Hioxaewb, CMOpoAHHA? — CTPOro cmnpo-
cua Opex.

— Tyt nuwa, dueiipa! Passe TH He jorajajcs mno
3anaxy?

Kuxap ycencss pazmoM Ha HOCKYy H NpPHHAJCA KJeBaTb
ut0-To Gesoe. CmoponuHa mepeGpaJcs noGauxke kK Kuxapy
H BrphH3csi B KaKylo-10 3eJeHb. HakoHeu u Opex B3oGpaJcs
Ha JIOCKYy H yCeJICSi Ha OCBELeHHOM MecTe, C/els 3a TeM,
KaK MyXH OTpa)kaloTcsi B.G6/iecTsiliel, CIOBHO J1aKHPOBaH-
HOM, Boze.

— JIns yero Takue BelUH YesIOBeKy? — CIPOCHJ OH.—
OHH HaM He OmacHui?

— Ot Hux HuKakoro Bpeaa! — orsetun Kuxap.— Ito
goaka! Ha Boabuwoit Boae mMHoro! JTioan XoAsT B HHX NO BOJe.

Jlonka oKa3aJslach MaJIeHbKOH IVIOCKOJOHKO#H. [laxe ceit-
yac, Korja B Hefl He ObUIO XO3fiMHa, B JioAke GhJIO MaJso
MecTa, a nepekJafuHa AJsi CHAEHHsl Gbila OYeHb KOPOTKOH.

— 3HaeTe, UTO MHE HaNOMMHAET 3Ta WITYKa, Ha KOTOPYIO
Bhl YCEJIHCb? Ty JIepeBsiHHYIO Belllb, Ha KOTODYIO NOCaAUIH
Hac ¢ FopuioukomM, uto6s! nepenpasuTh yepes peky. [lomuure,
y TOro Jjeca, rjie HOCHJacChb CNyLIeHHasi ¢ uenu coGaka! —
KPHKHYJ HM Geraiowui no Gepery IlsaTniii.

— He nonnmMalo, nouemy sTa JIoAKa He yIIbIBaeT BHH3,—
cka3as CMopoJnHa,— Bce OCTaJbHble BellW IJILIBYT MO peke
oyeHb GbIcTPo.— OH NOCMOTPes Ha NaJKy, KOTOPYIO TeueHHe
CTPEMHTEJIbHO Hecso BHH3.— UTO e MeuwlaeT Haweil BellH
TOXe YIIBTH?

CMopoarHa He 6uil B uHcJe moGuMmueB Kuxapa, Kotopbiit
npeanounTan pe6at nomnpoue, Bpose Jloxmaua u CepeG-
pucroro.

— Ee nepxut kanat! Ilepekycu ero,  Bul Bce MOKaTH-
Tecb BHH3 KO BceM uepTsiMm! — npokpuuaa Kuxap.

— TMonsiTho! KaHat — 3T0 TO, 4TO 3aBA3aHO BOKpYT
KpyrJiofi MeTa/UIHYeCKOA IUTYKH, a JAPYrofi KOHell KaHaTa
ykpensieH Ha Gepery. OH moxoX Ha creGesib FHIFAHTCKOTO
JaHcTa. 3HAYHT, €ro MOXKHO MeperpHaTh H JIHCT, HIH Kak ee,
Joaika, oTopBeTcs OT Geperal

— Urto X, HOeMTe Ha3aj,— YHBUIO CKa3aJ BHOBb 3a-
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rpyctuBiunit Opex.— Boloch, uTO 34ech HeT TOro, YT0 MH
uckaau, Kuxap!

— JKasb, uTo MH yxomum! — BocKiMKHYa Kosokodb-
YHK.— A TO i yXe COGHpaJICi MPEeBPaTHTLCA B BOAAHOrO
KpoJiHKal

— Yero, uero? — nepecnpocua Jloxmau.

— B BoasiHoro kposnka! Belb ecTh e BOAsiHbE KPhICH
H BOAsiHbIe XyKH, a ToplIouek BHAea Aaxe BOAAHOIO fCTpe-
6a. IloueMy Gbl H MHe He CTaTh BOASIHEIM KpoJaukom? Toraa
sl BeceJIO MOMJILIBY BHH3 N0 TEUYEHHIO...

— Beauk Haw 3naTofi PpHC Hal XOIMaMH! — BOCKIHK-
HyJa Bapyr Cmopoauna.— Belb 3T0 Kak pa3 To, YTO HyXHO!
Mel. craHeM BOASIHBIMH KPOJHKAMH M TMOIJIBIBEM BHH3 MO
peke!

BrickouuB Ha Geper, CMopoaMHa pajOCTHO 3ackakal,
wienasi [1atoro no 6okam oGeHMH MepeiHHMH JanamH.

— Tlonumaewn, IaTHf! Mu neperpni3eM KaHaT H yIIbi-
BEM NOJ caMbIM HocoM Yy 3BepoGos!

MaTuit 3agymancs.

— Kaxercs, i HauHHAI0 YTO-TO MOHHMATb! — HaKOHeL
cKa3saJ OH.

— Ho mbl ¢ JloxMauoM — OGbluHble KPOJIHKH, H Mbl HH-
yero He monuMaeM. OGBACHH: YTO THl NPHAYMaJ? — Mo-
npocua Opex.

HeB3upasi Ha TO UTO YepHbie MOLLIKH YCEJHCh Ha HOCH BCeM
coGecennkaM, CMOPONHHA OXOTHO HayaJs CBOe OObSICHEHHE.
Bce ciymwann ero B riryG0KOM MOJYAHHH.

— TIlonpo6yii, cymeewb JH TH Neperphi3Th 3TOT KaHaT,
Opex-pa,— cka3an CwmopoauHa.— He ciMmkoM Jau  oH
TOJICTHIA?

HcenenoBaB kanat, Opex ckasau:

— Ero MoxHO mepeKycHTb!

— Jlenafite Bce noGuictpee! Ciona NpHATH 4YesOBEK
H yrHaTb Joaky,— ckasan Kuxap.

— Yac nacran! — ckasaa Opex.— Tenepb, Jloxmau, 3a
T060# neso! IomHH, 4TO C 3TOH MHHYTH Thi — Haw rJaBHO-
xomaHnylounii! [lepenaBafi HamM CBOH NpHKa3aHHsi uepe3
Kuxapa! la xpaHut Te6si Daib-dxpefipal

To3nHee Bce NpPHCYTCTBYIOLUME BCIOMHHAJH, C KaKHM
camoo6nananveM Jloxmau BhICAYIIaJ 3TOT NpHKa3. Y Hero
CJIOBO He PacXoAMJoch ¢ gesioM. Ilocse MrHoBeHHOro Kose-
Ganua oH 3arasHya Opexy B raasa.

— §1 pan, 4TO HaKOHel NpHILNeJ MOH uYepel,— CKa3aJ
oH.— §I He qo6Gmo xaate! Moka!
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JloxMau TpPOHys cBOHM HocoM Hoc Opexa M yckakaa
B BbICOKYI0 TpaBy. Uepea MHHYTYy OH y>Ke GeXaJl M0 OTKpH-
TOMY TIOJIO, HampaBJsisicb K KHPNHYHOX apke B 3apociuedt
COPHAIKAMH )KeJIe3HOLOPOKHOM HACHIMH.

2. Zenepoaet

ig g‘ﬁ R S6eppoddi

Han O¢dpadoit cobupanuce cymepku. B MemneHHo cry-
waioueicsi TeMHOTe reHepaa 3BepoGoii Habaojan 3a TeM,
KaK oTpsil «MeTKH Ha 3ajiHeli JleBOfi Jlane» BHILEJ Ha CHJIb-
et Ha ayr Boase Kene3Hod gaoporu. Bosbmas wacts
KPOJIHKOB OCTaJlach MaCTHCh Y BBIXOJOB H3 HOpH. B nanbHeM
KOHUE JIyra CTOSIM YacoBmle Aycin, cjefst 3a TeM, Y4TOGH
HH OJIHH KPOJIMK He 3a6peJ CIMILKOM JaJieKo.

Kanutan Kepsesb, komanaup «MeTku Ha 3anHedi JieBoil
Jane», oGowes yacoBuX. BHe3anHo oH yBHAes, 4TO K HHM
HanpasasieTcsi reHepas. Keppeab GhicTpo ocmotpencs. Bcee
JIM y Hero B nopsiake? Ha nepsulft B3rasa Bce GuIO B NOPsifiKe,
H OH NPHHAJCA TPHI3Thb KyCTHK CJAAKOM TpaBh, MNHTasch
KaK MOXHO JOCTOBepHee H306pa3HTb CIIOKOHCTBHe M He3a-
BHCHMOCTb.

Tenepan 3BepoGoil 6T KPOJHKOM HeOGHIKHOBEHHBIM.
Poauswikck 0KOJIO Tpex JieT TOMY Ha3al BO3Jie OropojioB
B Kosib XeHnH, OH OKa3aJicsi CaMblM CHJIbHHIM B BHBOJKE H3
nATH Kpoabyar. Ero oten 6uis1 6e33a60OTHHM H JIETKOMBICJIEH-
HbIM co3fianneM. OH He GOSJICSA XHTb GOK O GOK C JIOIAbMH.
STo naBajJo eMy BO3MOXHOCTb PaHO MOYTPY OGHpaTh HX
oropoin. 3a CBOe JIerKOMbIC/He OH BCKOpe MOIJIaTHJICS.
Xo3siMH oropoja mNoacTeper oTua 3Bepo6Osi H 3aCTPeJsHJ
€ro, Kora TOT Ha paccBeTe NpoGHpaJcs Mo JessiHKe Kap-
Todensi. 3aTem depmep packonaJa HOpy, B KOTOPOH yKphisiach
KPpOJIbYHXa C MOJApacTaBLIKMH KposbyaTamH. Kposibunxa no-
MuaJsach K xonMaM. Efi yaasnoch yfiTh or depmepa, HO mouTH
Bce KpoJsbuaTa noru6au. Cnaccsa oiuH 3BepoGoil. Bckope
KaKoH-TO TOpHOCTafl molies MO HX cJjaelaM. YKphIBUIHHCA
B TpaBe KPOJIbYOHOK BHAEJ, KaK FOpHOCTail pacTep3a] ero
Marthb.

B To yTpo noG6phifi crapuii yunteap u3 OBepToHa cosep-
waJj nporyJKy no nossiM. OH-To 1 Hawea 3Bepo6osi. Y BHAEB,
YTO KPOJILYOHOK C NMHCKOM TOJMKAaeT HOCOM 3acCThiBllee Teslo

12p. Anaue 177



MaTepH, OH peiinJ 3a6paTb ero aomofi. 3Bepo6osi AepKaJu
Ha KyXHe H KOPMHJIH MOJIOKOM H3 mHneTkH. HecMorps Ha
JMOGOBHOe K ce6e OTHOILEeHHe, OH BHIPOC IHKHM H 3JIOGHBIM.
Bckope oH copBas MPOBOJIOKY € JABEpUBl KJIETKH H y6exaJ
Ha cBoGony. He umes onbiTa »KH3HH Ha BoJie, GOJIbIIHHCT-
BO KPOJIHKOB B €ro MOJIOXKeHHH CTaHOBHTCA JKePTBOH 3JH-
Jiefi, HO He TakoB Gbi 3Bepo6oil, H CyAb6a €ro CJOXKHJach
nHave. IIpo6JyxaaB HeCKOJbKO [Hei, OH HaGpes Ha He-
6GosbLIYI0O KOJIOHHIO H, phlda H JeACTBYsl KOITSIMH, CHJION
MPHHYAUJ ee XKHTesefl MyCTHTb ero B HOPY. 3[echb OH YGUJ
Tnasioro Kposmka ® G6bil mpoBo3rjallieH Haya/bHHKOM
KOJIOHHH.

Ero moanaHHble BCKOpe NOYYBCTBOBAJM, YTO y HHX IMO-
SIBHJICA HACTOSIWMA BoXaK. ORHaXAH, KOrga noGaH30CTH
OXOTHJICAl ILEHOK aGepAHHCKOR mNopoxw, 3BepoGofi Hanak
Ha Hero H BHIrHaJ M3 Jeca. OH He GOAJCA XHTPHIX H JIOBKHX
KYHHIL H BTafiHe JlesieslJl HafieXXAy YOHTb eCJIH He FOPHOCTas,
TO mo KpafiHefi mepe JacKy. Bckope 3BepoGoit pewmna pac-
IUMPHTb CBOH BJIaJICHHS! H NMOBEJ CBOHX KPOJIHKOB Ha MOHMCKH
MecTa, rie MOXHO Gbio Gbl XOPOLIO 3aMacKHPQBATbCs OT
moged.

d¢pada Gusa BHCTPOEHA HA NepeKPecTKe ABYX 3aPOCIIHX
TpaBofi mpocesouHbx gopor. Ha opHoii M3 HHX JepeBbsl
H KYCTapHHKH CTOSUIH TaK TECHO, YTO OHa HaNOMHHaJa 3ee-
Hbii TyHHesb. [loa pykoBoacTBoM 3BepoGosi mepecesieHLb!
BHIPBUIH NOJ KYCTapHHKaMH H BJOJb KaHaB riyGOKHE HOPHI.
3Bepo6ofi cielnJ 3a BceM C HEYTOMHMBIM PBeHHeM H ApaJicsi
¢ KpbicamH, GeJKaMH, COPOKaMH H OJHH pa3 Jaxe C BOpO-
Hofi. Koraa y Kpo/ibyHX MOSIBUJHCb BHIBOJKH, OH CTaJ OTGH-
paTh CaMbiX CHJbHBIX M3 HMX JJIsl apMHH M caM OGYyuHs HX
BOEHHOMY HCKyccTBY. OH 3ampeTssl KpOJIHKaM TMOKHIATh
KoJIoHHI0. B naJbHeiiuiem 3Bepo6oit cTapaJicsi COCPEAOTOUHTD
B CBOHX pyKax Bclo BaacTb. OH H306pes CHCTEMY METOK
H NPHKa3aJ KPOJHKaM NacTHCh HeGOJIbLIMMH IpynnaMi, Nnog
Haa3opoM oduuepoB. BeuepHHe H yTpPeHHHe 4Hachl, CYMTAIO-
wHecss HanGoJiee GarONpHATHHIMH AJISi BHIaca H MO3TOMY
0COGEHHO 3aBHAHblE, PacNpefe/AJHCh MOOYEPeJHO MEeXAY
BceMH rpynnamu. Bce cienbl OGHTaHHS KPOJIHKOB, BCe, YTO
CBHJIETE/IbCTBOBAJIO O HX NPHCYTCTBHH, ObLIO TIATENbHO
3aMacKHPOBaHO.

B otHoweHun cBOGOAW NepelBHXEHHS H BHXOAa Ha
cuabdaedt connathl B opHUepH AyC/IH NMOJb30BaJHCh B €ro
KOJIOHHH H3BECTHbIMH MpeHMyllecTBamHu. Besikoe nposiBiieHune
HeGPeXKHOCTH MO CJyXGe rPO3HJIO HM MOHHIKEHHEM B JOJIK-
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HOCTH M JHMLieHHeM BceX npHBHJjeruii. Haka3zanus, koTopbim
noasepra/ii OGHYHLIX KPOJIMKOB, ObUIH ropasio Cyposee.

Korna okasaJsioch, YTO eMy B OAHHOYKY CO BCeM He crpa-
BuTbcs, 3BepoGoii yupeausa Cenat. Koe-kto 13 usenos Ce-
HaTa BhilleJ H3 AycaH, Apyrue ObliM H3GpaHH 3a NpefaH-
HOCTb TeHepajly, a HeKOTOpble — MOTOMY YTO CJILIH MYA-
peuamH.

IMo cosery craporo myaporo I[loachexunka 3BepoGoit
3anpeTHJ PHTb HOBbie HOpH. Bckope oH BBea B JeficTBHe
3aKoH 0 co3ganuH Boabioro [Matpyas. Buayane poab Boab-
woro INaTpyss orpaHHunBajach Ha6eramu B mpeesaax OKpy-
Kaiolleii MecTHOCTH. C YeTHIpbMfl HJIH NATHIO COJIAATaMH
3Bepo6oit 06XOAH OKPECTHOCTH H MPOBEPS, BCE JIH B MOPSA-
Ke. B nepBbii HX 06XOL HM NOCYACTJMBHJIOCH OTHICKATh
H NIPHKOHYHTD GOJIbHYIO COBY, MPOrJIOTHBILYIO Mblllb, KOTOPas,
B CBOIO Ouepeflb, Chesla OTPaB/eHHOe MOCeBHOe 3epHo. Bo
BTOpOR pa3 OHH Ha6peJH Ha [BYX XJecCHsed, KOTODBHIX
CXBaTHJH H NPHHYAHJIH NPHCOeRHHHTbCA K Ddpade.

OmuH H3 [1030pOB NOA KOMaHAOA KanutaHa MaJibBhl
0GHapyKHJ KPOJIHYBIO KOJIOHHIO B OKpecTHocTaX powu Hat-
au. TeHepan cran Bo rsaBe HanpaB/eHHOA TyAa apMuH,
3aXBaTHJ TVIEHHBIX H yBesl HX B Ddpady.

Bpemsi w0, M NaTpyJHpOBaHHE CTaJi0 NPOBOAHTHLCA
peryasipio. Bckope Bokpyr D¢padu He ocTasioch HHKaKHX
JAPYTHX KPOJHUBHX KOJIOHHMA, a 3alIyTaBllHe B ee OKpecT-
HOCTAX KPOJIHKH CTaHOBHJIHCh IUIEHHHKaMH 3BepoGosi.

OpHako MaTpyJH YacTO HECJH TsKesble NMOTEPH, NMOTOMY
YTO MX MapLIPYT CTaJ M3BeCTeH OKPEeCTHHIM 3juasM. MHoraa
KOMaHAHPY NaTpyJsi MPHXOAWJIOCH AeACTBOBaThb C BeJHYaM-
weil OTBarof, YTo6ul BLIMOJHHTL 3aflaHHe H NMPHBECTH CBOHX
cosaaT o6paTHO B KoJioHHI0. [TocsieiHee BpeMsl OTEpH B XKH-
BOii cHJle GblIH OYeHb BEJIHKH: B TPyAHBle Mecsilbl moru6aso
NO MNSAThb-1UeCTb KPOJHKOB.

B sT1oT Beuep, BLIGPABIIHCh H3-MOJ TyCTOH JIHCTBH fiCEHS
JUIS TOTO, 4TOGH! NIOrOBOPHTH € KanHTaHoM KepBesem, reHepaJ
3Bepo6oit HCMBITHIBAJ cepbe3Hoe GecnokoicTBo. KpoJnkos
B KOJIOHHH CTaJIO OYeHb MHOTO, HEB3Hpas Ha TO YTO KPOJb-
YHXH He4acTo MPHHOCHIH BHBOMOK. Kposbumxu craim Gec-
NOKOMHBIMH, H HMMH OHJIO Heslerko ynpaeiasaTh. Henaso
MOJIOABIe KPOJIbYUHXH BOpBaJHch B CeHAaT H NMOMPOCHJH, 4TOG
HX OTHYCTHJIH H3 KOJIOHHH. B KOHIle KOHLOB OHH NMPOSIBHJIH
TaKylo CTponTHBOCTb, YTo CeHaTy mnpuujioch NpHGErHyTh
K KpaitHuM MepaM. OGluee HelOBOJILCTBO MO NOBOAY CYPOBHIX
penpeccHi 0 CHX mop eme He paccesJsock. Kpome Ttoro,
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yBaxeHHe, KOTOpoe pfNOBble KPOJHMKH MHTanH K Aycae,
GblIO B mocjieJHee BpeMsi HecKoJbko mogopsaHo. Ha amsx
Aycna cxBaTHs1a YeTbipeX GPOAAYHX KPOJIMKOB, BbIAABIUHX
ce6si 3a MOCJaHHHKOB KaKoiH-To KoJioHHH. [1py nomoluu Bechb-
Ma HeXHTPOH yJIOBKH GpPoAsraM yAaJoch HalyTb HayajlbHHKA
HX MEeTKH, HanacTb Ha YacOBbIX H CKPbITbCA NOA MOKPOBOM
HOyH!

PasymeeTcsi, renepas pa3ajioBaJ] KOMaHIHPa MeTKH
KanuTaHa Bypaunnka, HO 3aTo mocTaBHJ ce6fi B 3aTPyIHH-
TeJIbHOE noJioxKeHue: dpacda HCNBITHIBAIA OCTPYIO HEXBaTKY
B yMeJIblX H ONIBITHBIX odHLepax. 3a MecAl reHepaJ MoTepsJ
TpeXx Jy4IIHX noMollHHKoB. Haxomuusbii u xpaGpuit 'op-
YyMLa, BO3IJIABHBLIMA TOTOHIO 3a YeThipbMs GerJeuams,
nonaJj MojJ Moesj, a ABe HOYM TOMY Hasaj coJjjaThl 4030pa,
0GXONHMBIIEr0 BJAJEHHS KOJIOHHH, BEPHYJHCb C YXKaCHbIM
H3BeCTHEM O TOM, YTO KanmutaHa MaJbBy pacrep3ana Jjmucal
MauibBa 6bls1 ONBITHBIM, BCEMH yBaX<aeMbiM oduuepom. Ciy-
yaii ¢ MaJsibBoil NOKa3aJcsi reHepajy BecbMa CTPaHHBIM.
Hesanoaro no cxeaTku c Jjucor ManbBa Hamaa Ha ciep
KPOJIHYbEro OTPsifia, HalpaBJsfBLIErocs B CTOPoHy ddpacbl.
MaJibBa nowes mo cjeny OTpsia, HO He ycnes OH JOTHaTh
He3HaKOMLEB, KaK BHE3alHO KaKOH-TO uyXo# KpoJuk 6po-
CHJICS1 Hanepepe3 NaTpyJbHeIM. KanuTaH nomeitascs cXBaTHTb
€ro, HO TYT PbXKasi JIHCa BBICKOYHJIA H3 YILUeJbSl H B OJHY
MHHYTY NpHKOHuMJa Gepusry MaJbpy! Ha-3a 3toro npomc-
LIeCTBHA NaTpPyJ/ib OTNPaBHJCH OGPAaTHO B KOJIOHHIO, H BTOPO#
oduuep, KpectopHHk, mnpuBea [030pHbIX Jomoil. OnHako
YyXKOH KPOJIHK CJIOBHO B BOAY KaHyJ, a GeccMblc/eHHast
ru6enb MasnbBbl Mcnyrasa Bcex coagat Aycusl.

Ha noucku uyyxoro orpssa Gbii HeMeJIEHHO BbICJIaHbI
HOBble J030Pbl, HO OHH CYMeJH TOJbKO YCTaHOBHTb, 4TO
He3HAKOMLBI MepeLlH KeJIe3HYI0 JNOPOry H HCYesJH.
~ Mbicib 0 TOM, YTO uyKakH nocmesn GecnpensATCTBEHHO
npoiTH croJb 6au3ko oT Ddpadnl H He ObLIH CXBayeHbl,
6blia LS reHepaJjla He TOJbKO OGHIHOH, HO MPOCTO Here-
peHocHMO#! ITHX KPOJHKOB MOXHO 6bljio Gbi IOrHATh H apec-
TOBaTb, Gylb BO rJaBe AOHCKOB HAaXONYHBHIA H MpeanpHHM-
yuBbIfi Opuuep. DTo Mor 6bl CHAENaTb KPOJHK C MHHLHMATH-
BO#l H onbiToM Bpoje KanutaHa l'opuuseta. Ha xynof koHen
reHepas Mor 6bl OTNPAaBHTbCA TyAa COGCTBEHHOH NEPCOHOH,
HO 3TO GbiJIO PHCKOBAHHO: KPOJIHKOB BPAJ JIH MOXHO GblIO
oCTaBJATL Ge3 reHepa/bckoro Hagsopa. Her, kak 310 Hu
CepAHJIO reHepaJla, HO PHXOAHJIOCh BOJel-HeBoeil no3a6uiTh
Npo HapyllHTeNeH rpaHuLb!
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Tpexzae Bcero Hy»KHO GhlJIO BOCIOJIHHTb NOTepH B Aycie
H BHIGPaTh JUIAi 3TOrO KPOJIMKOB, KOTOphle CyMesH Obl Ge3-
JKaJIOCTHO TNOJABHTb MOrylllee BCMBIXHYTb HEJOBOJBCTBO.
Yro x! Ilpuaerca noBeICHTh B 3BaHHH TeX, KTO mnoJydiue!

IMponosnKasas MbICJEHHO paccMaTpHBaTh 3Ty mnpoGiaemy
C pa3HbIX TOYeK 3PeHHsl, FeHepaJl pacCessHHO OTBETHJ Ha MpH-
BeTCTBHe KamHTaHa Kepseas.

— Kakue y 1e6a yacosme, Keppesb? — HaKoHel cnpo-
CHJI OH.

— ¥ MeHs Hemioxue pe6sita, c3p! — otBeTHa Kepsesb.—
Bu, HaBepHoe, nomuute Mafiopana? OH G6bl1 CKOPOXOAOM
B BaweM natpyse. Bu, HaBepHoe, 3HaeTe Takxe H Bep-
GefiHuka!l

— 3Halo, HO M3 HHX He NOJYYHTCA OQHLEpPOB,— cKa-
3as1 3BepoGoit.— A HaM HyXHbl odHUephl Ha MocTbl MaJibBh
H Fopunnum!

— 3710 neno TpynHoe, c3p,— cka3aa Kepsesb.— Takue
KPOJIHKH HH C TOTO HH C Cero He BHICKOYAT H3 TpaBhil

3sepoGoii H Kepsesb mpouun Heckoabko waros. Ha-
BCTpe4y HM JBHHYJCA TOT camblii [opuuBer, 0o KoTopoM
HeJlaBHO BCNOMHHaJ reHepaJl. ['opHuBeT GblJI OTIHYHBIM CJle-
JIONbITOM, H HHYTO He MOIJIO YKPHITbCA OT €ro BHHMaTeJbHOro
B3IISila: HH TOSIBJIEHHE CJIeJOB TPAaKTOPa, HH sICTPeGHHBIA
nomet. 10 GbI ONHH H3 HEMHOTHX KDPOJHKOB, K KOTOPbIM
reHepaJl MHTaJ NMOAJIHHHOE yBaXXEHHe.

— Paapelunte 10JOXHTb, €3p,— 06paTHJICA OH K reHe-
pany.— Mbl 3aXBaTHJH XJIECCHJISA.

— A yeM OH 3aHMMaJICsl, KOTa ero CXBaTHJHM? — Crpo-
cHa 3Bepo6oil.

— Csp, OH 3afBHJI, YTO HJET H3JaJeKa C lIeJbi0 NMPHCO-
eauHuTbCs K Ddpade! 51 pewns, yTo Jayuie BaM NOTOBOPHTH
C HHM CaMoMy.

— OH cKasaJj, 4TO JOGPOBOJIbHO XOYET K HaM MNPHCO-
€IMHHTbCA? — YJHBJIEHHO CIPOCHJI reHepa.

— OH 370 yTBepxnaet, c3p!

— Moxer 6biTb, 3aBTpa BI3BaTh ero B CeHaT?

— Kak Bam yroaHo, c3p! Toabko oH MHe mnokasaJjcs
HeOOGHYHBIM KpoJiMKOM. $I Gl cKa3aJs, OH MOXeT OKa3aTbCst
ypesBHYaiiHO MNoJie3HuIM,— npogomkana lopunser.— Ceiuac
oH BoaJie Kpukchl, c3p.— KpHKCOf KPOJIHKH Ha3bBaJIH YKPOM-
HOEe MeCTO MOJ JepeBbfIMH, TAe MepeceKaJHch [Be MNOJy-
pa3spyieHHble noporu.— [IpH HeM ABoe yacoBHIX. ‘

3BepoGoii HecnelnHo HampaBuJics K Kpukce. Kpukca ne-
XKaja B 3eJieHOA TeHH, H JIHIIb PellKHe KpacCHOBAaThie JyuH
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NpoGHpaNHCh CKBO3b HENMpepHIBHO lueJecTallylo Jucrsy. Ha
Ja/bHell CTOPOHe NOPOrH MOA KycTaMH Gy3HHbI CTOSJIM JBa
NOJMUEACKHX. MeXIy HHMH CHIAEJ He3HAKOMBIi KpOJHK.

He3HakoMell GhblJl KPYMHBIM CaMLOM, TSXKeJbiM, HO 3Hep-
THYHBIM, C CYPOBBIM H HeMNpeKJOHHbIM B3r/fiJOM H BHeLl-
HOCTBIO 3aKajieHHOro BoHHa. OH cMoTpen Ha 3Bepo6os
C Takofi OTBaroii H He3aBHCHMOCTbIO, KaKHX TeHepaJ JaBHO
YXKe He BCTpedaJ.

— Kak TBO® HMS? — cnpock ero 3BepoGoii.

— Mesns 30ByT TJaeftin,— oTBeyas 4YyxKofl KPOJHK.

— Taefian, c3p,— nonpasun ero Topuuser, HO uyXoifl
KPOJIHK He OGpaTHJ Ha 3TO BHHMaHHS.

— Mtne ckasaau, yto Te6si 3alepxkaJ MaTpy/b. 3aueM
THl Clojia fIBHJCA?

— $1 npuwen, yto6H NpHcoeAHHHTBCA K Ddpade.

— TlpHcoeaMHHTbCA K Hamiefl KOJIOHHH?

— YTo CTpaHHOro B TOM, YTO KTO-TO XOYeT K BaM MpH-
COeIHHHTBCA? — CIIPOCHJ YYXKOA KPOJIHK.

3Bepo6oft 6uia ouwesomaeH. OH He Gb1 AypakoM H He
MOr He MNOHHMaTb, 4TO JAOGPOBOJBHHA mpuxox B ddpady
6bls1 COOGLITHEM Ype3BblYaHHbLIM.

— Urto TH yMeelb JesiaTh? — CIPOCHJ OH.

— Ymelo GeraTb, ApaTbCsi H He HCNOPUYY CKa3Ky, KOJH
HayHy ee paccKasmiBaTb. §I Ghi1 odHiepoM Aycabi.

— YwMmeews apaThcA? A CMOXelb JH Thl MOAPaThCA
€ HHM? — CMpOCHJ reHepaJ, yka3uBasi Ha lopuusera.

— Koneuno, ecsim BaM 310 yroaHo.— Uyxof KpoJHK
NPUBCTa] Ha 3aflHHX Jlamax H Haleaus Tsxenbi ymap Io-
pHLBETY B roJoBy. TOT efBa ycres yBepHYTbCS.

— He nypu! — ckasan 3sepo6oii.— B kakoil KoJoHHH
TH Gbi1 opuuepom?

— Jlaaexo orcioga! Haury KoJoHHIO paspyuiuJu JHOAH,
HO MHe YAaJoch crnacTHch. §I ckurtasics mo Jjecam. Huuero
YAUBHTEJBHOTO, 4TO # ycawwana npo ddpady. S aymaio,
YTO CyMelo 3[eCb MPHIORHTHCH.

3BepoGoii 3aaymancs. Iloxoxke Ha TO, YTO 3TOT KPOJIHK
H B caMoM gaeje Guls oduuepom Aycan. Takoro GoraTelps
OXOTHO NpHHAJA Gbl B CBOH psAbl Aycia J0GOM KOJIOHHH.
Ecau Bce, 4TO OH HAaroBOpHJI, MPaBJa, TO OH CMETJIHB, Pa3 OH
cyMes1 u36exaTb rHGeJH NpPH Pa3pylleHHH KOJOHHH H BhHI-
JlepKaJ JoJIrHe CKHTaHHA 110 TOJIAM H JiecaM. B6ausu B camom
feJie He GblJIO APYrHX KOJIOHHA. 3TO GbIIO AOMOJJIHHHO H3-
BECTHO NATPYJ/IbHBIM. 3HAYHT, YyXaK He JiraJ M JeACTBH-
TeJIbHO 1lleJ1 H3JaJeKa.
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— Xopo1wo,— BEIMOJIBHJ HaKoHel, resepaJ.— Ilosaraio,
yTo Mbl cyMeeM Te6si npucrpoutb! Ceroausi o Te6e mno3aGo-
THTcs TopHuBeT, a 3aBTPa TH mpeacTakewdb nepes CeHaToM.
Tloka e cmoTpH, He B3nyMaf JpaTbcs!

Ha npyroit nenb CeHaT NPHCTYNHJ K 06CYXAEHHUIO NIOTEPD
B oduuepckoM cocraBe Aycau. I'eHepasn 3BepoGoit npen-
JIOXHJ Ha3Hau4HTb o¢HUepoM <«MeTkH Ha 3ajHeil JeBoi
Jlane» BHOBb MOCTYMHBLIETO B KOJIOHHIO Kposuka. [TosHa-
KOMHBILHCb C KaHAHAATOM, KpoJHKH CeHaTa OTBETHJH Ha
3T0 mnpeasoxenne cornacueM. K wu-®pucy Taedinn npu-
CTYNHJ K HCTOJHEHHIO CBOHX HOBHIX o6fi3aHHocTedl. PaHka
H3 MeTKH Ha ero JieBofi Jjiame elle KpoBoTounsa. Koman-
JupoM ero Gul1 Kanutan Kepsedb.

* k¥

— CKaXXH: 4acTO JIH BaLH KPOJIHKH MbITAIOTCA yAPaTh? —
cnpocua Jloxmau Kepaens.

Iuem on BMecte ¢ Keppesem u I'paBujaTOM, BTOpPHIM
odullepoM MeTKH, oGolies1 GHTKOM HaGHThie HOPH H MOA3eM-
Hele XoAn. KpoJMKH mpoH3BeJH Ha Hero yipyuaiollee Brie-
YaT/ieHHe: OH HHKOTZAa He BHJEJN TaKOro YHbLIOTO H 3a6HTO-
ro craja!

— MHe KaXeTcsl, YTO C HHMH HeTPYAHO crpaBHTbCs! —
J06GaBUJI OH 33aJyMYHBO.

— Kak npaBusio, OHH He NpPHYHHAIOT HaM G6ecrnoKoii-
crBa,— cka3asn Kepsesb.— OfHaKO HHKOrfa He CKalKellb,
OTKyza BApYyr GepyTcs HempusiTHocTH! Bo3bmeM, K mpumepy,
«MeTtky npaBoro Goka»! Ka3sanoch, He 6uiio B ddpade
GoJiee MHPHO# M cnokoitHof rpynnu! M Bapyr, Korna B Hee
BOILVIH YeThipe XJIECCHJIA, Ha APYyrofi xe JeHb 3TH Gpoasiru
olypaunsH KanutaHa DBypaunnka H cmbuHch! BypauHuk
He PAacKyCHJ HX BOBPeMsl — ero pa3)KaJioBaJH, H C HHM pas3
H HaBcerja nokonueHo! Takue COGHTHSA HeJib3sl MPeAyrafath.
OT0 — KaK yJap MOJIHHH H JefiCTBYeT 3apa3HTesibHO, MOAOGHO
ropsiuke HJH TCapHy... BuiBaeT, 4To BHE3amHO OXMH H3 HHX
HH C TOro HH c cero Gpocaercsi Gexatn! Ero Hamo TyT xe
COUTb C HOT, HE TO 3a HHM TOTYacC OPOCATCH OCTaJIbHHIE...
Eciu He Xouellb HeNpUSATHOCTEH, HYXXHO HH MHMHYTH He 3e-
BaTh! OTIBIXaThb NPHXOMHTCH YPHIBKAMH, KOIla CyMeellb.
Hapo Te6Ge Takxe cKkasaTh, YTO Yy HaC NPHKa3aHO 3aphiBaTh
nomet. Ecan reHepas o6HapyKHT Ha NoJjie He3apHTHIA NOMeT,
OH 3aTKHeT Te6Ge B I[VIOTKY TBOA coGCcTBeHHbA xBocT. Ha mHo
KaHaBH JJIs IOMeTa BeAyT OTAeJibHHe Xoan. Kaxnas meTka
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JIO/IXKHA BBIXOAHTbL TOJIbKO 4yepe3 cBOH Xxod. B kaHape cTouT
cneuuaNbHblii YacoBO#.

— A Kak NMpOBOAHMTCA MpoBepKa MocJsie CHJbdies?

— Mol 3HaeM BceX KPOJIMKOB METKH B JIHLO H MPOBepsieM
HX, KOrJa OHH BO3BpallalTcs B HOpul. Ecau Kro-HHGYAb
H3 MOHMX NMOJYHHEHHbIX He BEPHETCS B HOPY, Al CPasy Xe 3T
3ameuy. [Tociennumu B X0A cmyckaioTcs yacosble. Tloxanyi,
GerJiellaM Jierde BCero yapaTh, KOrjaa NOLaeTcsl CHrHaJ Tpe-
BOTH 1O CJ1y4alo MOSIBJEHHS JIHCH HJIH 4esoBeKa. TYT HHKTO
He pa36upaeT, B KaKyio HOpy oH Hecercsi! Jlo cHx mop Hauu
HeJIOBOJIbHbIE ellle He CKyMeKaJH, YTO HYXXHO 6eXaTb Ha-
BCTpPeYy 3JHJIIM, H COBCEM HampacHo, MOTOMYy YTO KaK pa3
B 3TOM ciyyae u3 d¢dpadn Jerko yapars!

— MoXHO JIHIIb BOCXHINATBCA TeM, KaK 6e3yKOPH3HEHHO
BCe y Bac OpraHH3oBaHo! — cka3aa Jloxmau, OTMETHB Npo
cebsi, YTO ero TaiiHoe 3ajaHHe OKa3aJoch elle GoJee Tpya-
HbIM, 4eM OH oXujaa.— [Ipuaoxy Bce cuabl, 4TOGHl pac-
KYCHTb BallH XHTpocTH! A CKOpO JM MaTpyJb OTNPABHTCA
B J030p?

— TlepBulit pa3s Thl nNofifiewb B [030p MOJ HayajaoM
caMoro reHepasa,— ckasaa I'pasusiat.— TosbKO CKOpo Tl
nepecraHellb pBaThcsi B natpyJan! IeHepasn Te6s GbicTpo
BhiMOTaeT. XOTs, MPH3HATbCA, TH Ha BHA 3J0POBSIK, a MO-
CKOJIbKY y»e XJeGHyJ B Jiecy TOpbKOH XMM3HH, MoXaJyi,
cyMeelllb C 3THM CHPaBHTbCS!

B 3TOT MOMEHT B TyHHe/le NOSIBHJICA KPOJMHK C GesbiM
IIpaMOM Ha Luee.

— Kanuran Kepseab! «MeTka Ha luee» YXOAHT B HOpHI,
cap! — cka3an oH.— Beuep otanunbiii! )Kesato Bam nosyuiue
€ro HCroJb30BaTh!

— Hy Bor, nopa BecTH Hally MeTKy HaBepx! — ckasaa
KepBesab.— Ilycte I'paBHaaT crepexeT BHXOA H3 HaJbHedt
HOpHI, a T, TJeiisu, nofizelb co MHOM.

Jloxmau nocsenoBan 3a Kepsesnem no tyHHeso. CBepxy,
C mojsi, K HAM JIOHOCHJHCb 3amaxH pa3orpeThiX COMHUEM
kaeBepa M xmess. O¢Huepsl mouH 10 Bhixona, H Kepsesb
nepBbiM BbIGpaJici Ha moJje, 4TOGH OCMOTpeThcs. BepHys-
LIHCh, OH 3aHAJ MOCT y caMoro Bbixoja, a Jloxmau ycescs
panom. TyT oH BHE3aNHO YBH/EJ B CTEHe HANpPOTHB OTKPLITYIO
HHUY. B Heil cujie/in Ha 3aJHKX Janax TpH Kpoanka. C GOKoB,
BHAHMO, HaXONHJHCb mMoJHlelickne Aycnadpl —y HHX Gbint
Tyno# BHA GaHAMTOB,— a TOCepellHHe CHMeN HeGONbIIOH
KPOJIHK C MOYTH YepHOH LWIKypKOH, H OH Obll YYJAOBHLUHO
u3ysedeH. Ero yumm Gbiin pa3ofipaHsl H BHCENH JEHTOYKaMH.
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Koe-rae paHbl 3aXHJIH, TaK 4TO BHAHH GObiJH IUIOXO CpOC-
wecst WPaMbl, a MECTaMH GesibIMH GyCHHaMH TOpYaJH KyCKH
JuKoro msica. OHO BeKO GblJIO CTPALIHO H3YPOLOBAHO H eaBa
3aKpbIBaJIOCh.

Hecmotpst Ha BeuepHuii GoApsLUHA BO3RYX, y KpOJHKa
GblJ1 YHBLIbIA W Ge3yyacTHblif BHA. B3rasa ero 6uls1 npukoBaH
K mosy, H OH 6e30CTaHOBOYHO Mopraj. CMyIUEeHHBI npu-
CTaJbHbIM B3rJisaoM JloxmMaua, OH OMyCTHJI FOJIOBY H TPEBOXK-
HO MoTep HOC OGeMMH JlamaMH, 3aTeM moyecaJ Liei0 H CHOBa
3aMep B HEMOMBHXHOCTH.

Jloxmauy, ybe J06poe H OT3bIBUHBOE Cepile APOTHYJO OT
JKaJIOCTH, MoJoLIes K KPOJIHKY MOG/MKe H peluns BbICKa3aTb
eMy CBOe COYYBCTBHe.

— Kak Te6s1 30ByT? — CNPOCHJI OH AJsi HauaJja.

— Messi 30ByT BaskaBap, cap! — orBeTHsa1 KposiHK. OH
He MOJHAJ ToJOBH H OTBeYa] Ge3ydaCTHHIM TOHOM, Kak
GYATO TBepAWJ 3ayuyeHHbIH YpPOK.

— PasBe Thl He coGHpaellbcsl Ha CHJb(UIE? — CIpOCH
Jloxmay, noayMmaB, 4TO Mepell HHM HaXOAHTCH KaKofi-HHGYIb
3ac/yKeHHbIH BeTepaH KOJIOHHH, H3yBeueHHbl Ha noJse 60,
YbH 3ac/yrH oGecreyu/id eMy TOYETHBIH Kapay..

— Her, cap! — oTBeTHs1 KpOJIHK.

— A nouemy? Beuep oTMeHHbii! — 3ameTna Jloxmau.

— 51 He x0Xy Ha cuabduiei B 310 Bpems!

— Torma uro TH 3mech Henaewb? — crnpocka Jloxmau
co cBoefi OGbIYHOM NPSAMOTOH.

— MeTKa, KOTOpasi HAET Ha BeuepHHil cHJbIIEH, JoMKHa
MeHsi BUAeTb...— OH BHe3amHO 3aMoJyal.

— H3Bosb nmpomoKaTh! — BMellasics OJHH H3 INOJH-
HeACKHX.

— §1 HaxoxXycb 31eCcb AJsf TOro, YTOGbl MEHS MOIJH
YBHIETb BCEe XKHTEJH KOJOHHHM,— CKa3aJ KpPOJHK TIJIyXHM
roJiocoMm.— Bce nmo/kHb y6enuThes, UTO S MIOHEC 3aCJyXKeH-
Hoe HaKa3aHHe. §I XoTeJ mpeAaTe/bCKH NMOKHHYTb KOJIOHHIO.
CeHat 6bi1 MuJjocTHB Ko MHe! CeHaT Gbl MuJiocTHB! CeHar...
51 He mMory Bcero 3Toro 3amOMHHTb, C3p, HHKaK He Mory! —
OGepHYBIUHCL K MOJHUEHCKOMY, KPOJIHK TFOpbKO 3aljaKal.

ToTtpsicennnblit JloxmMay Mosiyas. 3aTeM OH OTOLIEJ H CHOBA
3aHsa cBoe MecTo pszoM ¢ Kepsesewm.

— 3roT Tpyc 06:3aH OTBeYaTb KaXKIOMY, KTO 3aiaeT
eMy Bonpochbl,— nosicku Kepsesab.— BoT yxe nosmecsina o
3TO TBEPAMT, a Tenepb coBceM noraynes. OH neiTasicsa yapatb,
Ho Topuuper nputaiua ero Hasan. B Cenarte emy pasopsaiu
ylWd ¥ BeJead BBICTaBHTb Ha NO30pHOM MecTe. OH CHAMT
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31ech BO BpeMsi CHJIbdJes. DTO XOPOLIHH NpUMep ANS He-
JOBOJIbHBIX. MHe KaXeTcs, OAHAaKO, YTO OH J0Jro He mpo-
TsiHeT. Bckope OH BCTPeTHT KposiHKa €O LIKYPKOH mouepHee,
yeM y Hero camoro!

Jloxmau Baapornya. Ero nokopoGuia xectokoctb Kep-
peas. OQHAaKO B 3TOT MOMEHT B TYyHHeJle NOSBHJHMCh €ro
HOBble MOJAYHHEHHBble, H €My IpPHILIOCh 3aHATHCA JeJIOM.

BuaHo 6bl10, uTo KepBesb ropauTcsi TeMm, 4TO XOpOLIO
3HaeT CBOHX MOAYHHEHHHX B JIHLO. 3aroBapuBas C Kpo-
JIMKaMH, OH CTapaJiCA NOKa3aTh, YTO 3HAKOM JiaXke C MeJIKHMH
NOAPOGHOCTAMH HX JH4HOK xHu3HH. [lpaBaa, Jloxmauy mo-
Ka3aJiocb, YTO OTBeYaJii €My CKopee HeIpyKeaio6HO, HO OH
NpHMHCaJ 3To o6lueMy IIoXoMy HacTpoeHHio. Kak Hu crapaj-
ca Jloxmay, crenyst coBeTy CMOPOAHMHHI, YJOBHTb NPH3HAKH
rHeBa H BO3MYILUEHHSl B MeJbKaBIIHX Mepej HHM amnaTHYHBIX
(DH3HOHOMHAX, OH He 3aMeTHJl HHYero.

TMocneAHHMH H3 HOPHl BLIWJIH TPH KPOJIbYHXH, Beas
HErpOMKHi Pa3roBop.

— Ckaxu-ka, HeabTHabTa, Kak npojBHraeTcss TBOA
Apyx6a C HOBBIMH coceaxaMu? — crmpocHa Kepsesnb, mpo-
MyCKasi ONHY H3 HHX.

Kposbukxa, mpesiecTHOE CO3/laHHe He CTaplle Tpex Me-
csilleB OT POAY, AEP3KO HA HEro nocMoTpeJa.

— CMelo 3aMeTHTb, BAC CaMHX CKOPO, OKMJaeT MPOABH-"
JKeHHe, KanuTaH! — cKasasa oHa.— Bl nofiere Tak e
Jlajleko, KaK KanHTaH MasbBa, a HaCKOJIbKO H3BeCTHO, OH
yepecuyp Aajeko yure!

KepseJb eft Huuero He oTBeTHJ. OH He YIOCTOHJ pa3roBo-
POM TaKke H TeX KPOJbUHX, KOTopble ciaenoBasu 3a Heab-
THJBTOM.

— O yem 3Ta Kposibynxa Goataet? — cnpocua Jloxmau.

— TyT y Hac npoH3oLLIH Koe-KaKHe HenpHsTHOCTH,—
oTBeyas Kepsesb.— KoMnaHHS KpoJIbuMX yCTpOHJIA CKaHAaJ
Ha 3acemanuu Cenata. IeHepan Besen HX pa3beHHHTb
H napoyky npuciaai ko MHe. K HuM-To M mpuctana Hesb-
THIbTa. 1 clleXy 3a MATEXKHHLAMH, HO OHH MEHSl He TpPeBoO-
xKat, a HenbTuabTa cTana HaxaJbHOA M BeleT ce6si Bce
BpeMsi He Jyuie, yem ceroius. KoHeuHo, OHH MOHHMaIOT,
4TO XO3sieBa MOJIOXKEHHS 3ecb MHl, Hawa Aycaa. OaHako,
XOTA OCHOBaHMA /I TPEBOTH HeT, npowy Te6s, Tuaen,
nocrapaficsi MO3HAKOMHTBCSI C 3THMH KPOJbYHXaMH H MpH-
BECTH HX B HoOpMmy!

— Jlagxo! — corzacuiicst Jloxmau.— A Kakue y Bac npa-
BHJIA HacueT Gpaka?
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— TIlpaBuna Gpaka? [la ecsin TeGe MOHPaBHTCA KPOJib-
YHXa, XXeHHCb Ha JoGoi M3 Haweil meTkH! Kpoabunxu —
HallH NoAYHHeHHble!

UYyBcTBYss Ha ce6Ge OCTOPOXKHble KOChle B3IVISIAW CBOHX
noaunHeHHHX, Jloxmau BuiGpaJsica Ha Jyr. OH Gula oGecro-
KOeH H cMylleH. Kak HayaTbh nopyueHHoe eMy omacHoe feJio?
A HauuHaTb yxe nopal Kuxap naj noHsTh, 4TO CKOPO YJETHT
Ha ceBep. Hago Obilo PHCKHYTb H KOMY-TO JOBEPHTbCH,
HO KoMmy? TaKHe KOJIOHHH OGLIYHO MOJIHBI LUTMHOHOB M TNpoO-
BOKaTOPOB.

«ITosoxycb-Ka A1 Ha ce6s1,— noaymaa oH.— OGofiny Bcex
H TOCMOTpIO, He CyMelo JH C KeM-HHOYIb NOJAPYXHTbCA.
EnuucreenHoe, 4To A NOKa TBepAO 3HAl0,— 3TO TO, YTO
sl BLI3BOJIIO OTCIOAIa 3TOro HecyactHoro BuskaBapa! Kasinych
dpucom Ha Mocty!»

JloxMau MeJJIEeHHO TMOCKaKaJl Mo IOJIO, OCBElLleHHOMY
nocJieAHUMH JydaMu cojHua. OH pa3MbIUIS, NOLUHMLIBAs
TpaBy. Bckope oH mpu6JH3HJCA K HeGosbLIOA siMe, MOXOXKed
Ha Ty, B KOoTopofi oHH ¢ CepeGpHCTHIM KOrAa-To HaLLIH
Kuxapa. CnHHOA K HeMy B siMeé CHIEJH TPH . KPOJIbUHXH.
OH HX y3HaJ: OHH BHIWIH H3 HOpHl MocaefHHMH. OHH yxe
YTOJIHJIH NePBLlit roJIOA H cefiuac 6o/ITa M, NOLIHKNLIBAs TPaBY.
Jloxmau y»KacHO JIOGHJI C/IYLIaTh CKa3KH, M eMy 3aX0TeJoCh
y3HaTbh, YTO HOBOTO PacCKa3blBalOT B 3TOH CTPaHHOM KOJIO-
HuH. OH THXO NMPHGJIM3HICA K KPalo sIMBl H TOTYAC e TOHSJI,
4TO 3T0 GHljIa He CKa3Ka. ['Zie e oH cJbiuaJ HeuTo MogoGHoe?
BHe3anHo eMy NpHNOMHHJICA apoMaT MOPKOBH M I'ycuHas
Jlanka, crosiBwHi Haa Toanof. Kposbunxa rosopuaa:

— KposibyaT CBOHX IOHBIX KPOJIbYHXA Ha M0JIe OiHAXK-
bl CHECJIa MOMrpaTh...

Llsena G6ysuHa, coJsioBed MeJ Ha BoJie, MyX TOMOJSA
HayaJ JieTaThb!

A poxb KOJIOCHJIACh, H BeCeJ0 C APYroM KposbuHxa
Hecs1ach M0 MOJISIM.

Hopa ux 6bi1a camoif TenJiod B OKpyre, NMPHBOJBHO
JKHJIOCh MX JPYy3bfM.

A HbiHYe 5 THOHY, CHET XJIOMbSAMH BAJIHT, JaBHO HE MO-
€T coJsioBeH.

1 nnauy! Be3 apyra Tocka MeHsi aaBHT! ¥YX XOTb Ghl
noruGHyTb cKopeii!

Y BbIBOAOK HOBBIIl BO MHe 3aMep3aeT, a BeTep BeceJbli
naneko Jeraer!

VBu Mue! Tne apyr Mofi? 3a uTo0 Hac Tep3aioT?
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Kposnbunxa ymoskna. Ee nompyru Toxe Mosayaau. [To-
BHIHMOMY, B CTHXaX OHa BbIPa3HJia HX OGLLYIO FPyCTb H TOCKY.

Jloxmau Obil KpemoK KaK TeJoM, TaK H AyWOH, B HeM
He GbLIO HH Ha TpOLI CEHTHMEHTAJbHOCTH, HO, CaM XOPOLIO
3HAKOMBIf ¢ 6OJIbIO H CTPaXOM, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ K KPOJIbUH-
XaM JKHBYIO KaJoCTb.

lNoanaBKHce MHHYTHOMY TNOpbIBY, JIOXMau COCKOUHJ
B fMy. [loTpeBoXKeHHbie KpOJIbYHXH B3rJISIHYJH Ha Hero
C HEHaBHCTbIO H GPe3rJiHBO OTOABHHYJHCh.

— §1 3nal0, Te6s 30ByT HeabTuibra,— ckasaa Jloxmau
XOPOLUEHbKOH KpoJbukXe, HenaBHO oTGpuBLiei Kepseas.—
A Te6st KaK 30BYT? — MNOBEPHYJICS OH K €e COCefKe.

IMoMosyaB, OHa HEOXOTHO OTBETHJA:

— Cecycunnan — Illenect JluctBbl, cap.

— A Te6s? — cnpocua Jloxmau Ty, YTO YMTaja CTHXH.

— Xaii3eHT/IH,— OTBeyaJ/la KpOoJibYHXa.

Ona moBepHyJsa rosioBy, H B ee Barasge Jloxmau npouea
TSXKKYIO MYKY H TOPbKHH yIpeK.

BHesanHo JloxMay NPHNOMHHJ, YTO yKe C/blIAJ ee HMA
ot Ocrtposncra. OHaKO OMacHO GO AOMBITHIBATHCS, OHA
JM pasroBapuBana ¢ OcTpoJHCTOM.

— He nossosiute JM BBl HaM yJaJHTbCH, C3P? — AeP3KO
cnpocuna Heabtuabra.

— §1 Bac He gepxKy! Maute kyna xoTuTe,— CKOH(YXKEHHO
npoGopmoTaa Jloxmay.

Kposbunxu yckakaju, a oH octajcs culetb B sive. Ha
npowahue HenbTHBTa HaxalbHO Ha Hero MocMoTpesa
H IPOMKO 3aMeTHJa: «UTo 3a HeoTecaHHBI MyXjaH!», siBHO
0XHJas, YTO OH ee ofiepHeT, HO Jloxmau MoJyaJ.

Iepen caMbiM KOHIOM CHab(Jies, KOraa GblJIO yxKe TeMHO,
Ha noJie MOsBHJCA KanuTaH [opHuBeT ¢ TpeMsi coJiiaTaMH.
Kepseab Gpocuica emy HaBcTpeuy. UyTKo mpucayliMBasich
K pasroBopy, Jloxmau npucoennHu/ica K HHM. OHH roBOpH-
JH O NaTpyJMPOBaHMH Xene3Hoi poporH. lopuuber 3a-
SIBWJ, YTO He HallleJ TaM B TOT JeHb HHYEro M3 psaa BOH
BbIXOASILLErO.

— A BBl XOOHTe naTpyseM MO TOH CTOPOHe Xese3Ho#
Joporu? — Kak 6yATO HeB3Hauai crnpocua Jloxmau.

— OueHb peaxo! TaM He KPOJIHUbS CTPaHA, YK C/IHIIKOM
Tam ceipo! Korza-to s Tam GuiBaj, HO cefiuac Ml MPOLUJH
OGbIYHLIM  KpyrosbiM po3opoM. Hawe peno — cobupath
cBefleHHsl, HHTepecylolve CeHaT, H XBaTaTh TexX, KTO Mhi-
TaeTcsl yJAW3HYTh, Bpoje 3Toro BsskaBapa. A oH 310poBO
B TOT pa3 MeHs mokycaa! KcraTtu, renepaJ ckasaJ, 4to yepe3
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napy AHe#l BO3bMeT Te6si B KOMaHAy AJIsi NaTpyJHpPOBAHHS.
A noka npusbikait K neay! — ckasan Fopuuser.

— A 3auem Tak joaro xaath? IToueMy 6bi MHe ceroaus
e He NPOATH C 030poM! — C MPHTBOPHHIM 3HTY3Ha3MOM
BOCK/IHKHYJ Jloxmau.

— 3aBTpa Ball yepej MacTHChb YTPOM H BeyepoM, H Bce
oduuepn AOMKHH ObTb B c60Ope, KOrJa MeTKa BBIXOIHT
Ha yTPEHHHi H BeuepHHH cuibduedi. B 3T0 Bpemsa Hawu Kpo-
JIHKH MoBeceJiee H 33 HHMH HYXXHO MOJIy4ille NPHCMaTPHBATb.
A B npyroe BpeMsi cHJbQJes MOXHO OTMYCTHTb JIOGOro Ha
natpyauposanne. Hy, s momesn oTaaBaTh pamnopT resepa-
ay! — W Topuuser ynaauics.

Kak ToJIbKO KPOJIHKH METKH OKOHUMJIH cHJIb(Ieli M cTpaxka
yBesa Bnskapapa, Jloxmau npuHec cBoH H3BHHeHHs: KepBeJio
u paBunaty H ywen B cBolo HOpy. OH XHJA B Hefl OAMH.
Kaxcpuit opuuep B ddpacde Bragen nepcoHatbHofi HOpOH.
YacoBsele N0/1b30BaJIHCh ABYMsl GOJIbIIMMH 3a/1aMH, a PLOBOH
€OCTaB KOJIOHHH HJI B YXKaCHOM TecHOTe B GHTKOM HaGHTHIX
MaJIeHbKHX TNOMeLIeHHSAX.

OcraBiunch oauH, Jloxmay crajn pasMblLLISATL O BHNOJ-
HeHHH 3afyMaHHOro muaHa. OTKpHIBILHECS Mepel HHM mpe-
NATCTBHSA NOKa3aJHCh eMy olleoMasioHMH. OH fiCHO MOHAJ,
4T0 moGer KpoJbuHX GyleT oueHb HeJerkuM nesoM. Ilnam
y6HTb yacoBoro H 6exaTb NpHuLIOCh 3a6paKoBaTh. JTO He
oGoiizercss 6e3 lyma, H 06 3TOM He3aMe[JHTe/JbHO y3HaeT
Kepseuib.

MoxHO noneiTaThCl YAPaTh AHeM, Koraa Kepseab 3a-
CHET, HO TOrAa HaNO NMPHKA3aTh YaCOBHIM MOKHHYTb MOCTHI.
Orta uaes nokasanacb Jloxmauy BnoJHe npHemJjeMofi. Ee
ocyLiecTBJIeHHe MOTJIO Gbl TIPOATH IIafAKo. «A KaK Xe B TaKOM
cayyae 6uiTh ¢ BaskaBapom? — Bcnomuua Jloxmau.— JlHeM
ero JepxaT MOA CTpaxefl B KaKoA-ToO HOpe, HO B KaKOH —
HHKTO He 3Haet! Uto 3, ocTaBuTh BiskaBapa?»

— Her, Hu 3a 4TO, MyCTb MeHsi YEPTH Pa30PBYT, €CJIH
1 ero 6powy! — npoGopmotaa Jloxmau.— Ilycts CMopoanHa
Ha30BeT MeHs ocJioM! A He MpoBaJIHTCSi JIH M3-3a BsskaBapa
Bce 3aaymaHHoe aesno? O ®puc B am6ape! He no cunam mue
3Ta 3ajaual

OH pa3MBILIJIAN O TeX NOp, MOKa y Hero He 3aKpyxHaach
roJioBa, H, TaK HHYEro H He PEIUHB, 3aCHYJ.

IpocHyBlKCh, OH MOHSJ, YTO HaBepXy CBETHT JyHa,
4TO TaM THXO M Boswe6Ho xopowo. Emy npumna B ro-
JIOBY MBIC/Ib: He MOTOBOPHTb JIH CHauyasla C KeM-HHGYAb H3
KPOJbYHX?
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OH BHIIeJT B TYHHEJIb H CIOTKHYJICSI O MOJIOJOTO KPOJIMKa,
KOTOPHIA BblJe3 H3 GHTKOM HaGHTOR HOPHl H CNaJi, HeJIOBKO
NPHTKHYBLIKCh, ¥ BXOAa.

— 3HakoM JiH TH ¢ Xafi3eHT/IH? — cnpocuJ ero JloxMau.

— Jla, csp! — OTBeTHJ KPOJHK, TPOraTeJbHO MbITasACh
NPHHATb GOAPBIA H 3HEPTHYHBLIA BHA.

— Hafian ee n mpuraacH B MO0 HOpY,— cKa3aa Jlox-
mau.— JIpyrux He 3oBu! ITousi?

— Tak TouHo, c3p!

Koraa kpoank y6exaJ, Jloxmau BepHyJicss B CBOIO HOpY,
C TpeBOro#t aymasi: He BO3GYHJ JIH OH yXKe y KOro-HHGYib
nono3pennit? IlpaBna, Kepseab roBopuis, uto adpadaHckue
o¢HIlephl 3a4acTyIO NOCHIAJH 32 KPOJbYHXAMH, TaK YTO, eCJIH
JloxMaua craHyT 06 3TOM paccnpawkBaTh, HyXHO OyneT
NpOCTO moJydyille NPHTBOPHTbCA. JloxMau yjerca H cran
Kaath. Bckope OH ycJbilal, 4TO KTO-TO OCTOPOXKHO NPOGH-
paeTcd B TEMHOM TYHHeJe K €ro Hope.

— 310 TH, XafiseHTaH? — npoluental Jloxmau.—
Bxoau!

— 41 B Baefl MeTKe, a 3HauMT, B Baleil BjacTH, cp! —
OTBeyYasla OHa.

— He Gofica! Canuch Ko MHe moGune!

Ona nosuHoBaJach. JIoxMau MouyBCTBOBAJ, KaK COBCEM
pAloM cHJbHO Gbercs ee cepaue. OH 3aMeTHJ, YTO y Hee
3aKpHITH IJ1233, 2 KOIFTH BIHJHCb B 3eMJsiHOH noa. Jloxmau
GLICTPO MpollenTa:

— Caywa# MeHsi BHuMaTesibHO! Thi, HaBepHOE, MOMHHIUb,
YTO HeJaBHO K BaM MpPHLLIH YeThpe XJaeccss. Y OomHoro
Oulsia yynecHas cepebpucras wy6Ka, a y APyroro — Kpbi-
CHHHA yKyc Ha Jsane. Tm pa3rosapuBasia ¢ OcTposHCTOM,
HX BOXKaKOM.

OHa B Hcnyre noBepHyJia roJIOBY:

— OrTKyzna 3T0 BaM H3BECTHO?

— Hesaxno! Caywait aaabie!

JloxMau pacckasas efl, ¢ KaKHM TafiHHIM 3aJaHHEM OH
npo6paJjcs B Ddpady. Kpoabuuxa ciymana ero He ne-
pe6uBas.

— 3Haewb JU THl, rAe cefiuac KPOJHKH, KOTOpHe MpH-
rJaaWanu K ce6e BallHX KPOJbUHX?

XafiseHT/H eJle CJILIIIHO MpollenTana:

— Xoauau cayxXH, 4To OHH y6exkann, a Kanutad [opuuia,
NMOrHaBIIHACA 32 HHMH, YOHT.

— 3Hafi: HalUM KPOJIHKH CHAC/HCh H cefyac Henoaanexy.
OHH JIOBKH M H306peraTtesibHbi. OHH HafelOTCH, YTO MHe
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yAacTcsi BHBeCTH H3 Odpadbl HeNOBOJBLHBIX KPOJIbYHX.
3aBTpa s mepeaaM MOHMM J[py3bsiM BCe, YTO MHe yAasoch
y3HaTb!

— Kakum ke o6pa3oM BH 3TO cAesaete?

— Ecan Bce mofiieT Kak Hajlo, Moe coOGLIeHHe OTHeceT
K Apy3bsiM Gesast nTHUA.

OH BKpaTue pacckasan et Hctopuio Kuxapa.

Xaf3eHTaH MoJYata, H GbIO HEMOHATHO, TO JH OHa
pasaymuiBaiia 06 YCJbILIAHHOM, TO JH €€ MYUYHJIH CTpax
H HeloBepHe.

Haxkonen Jloxmau cnpocua:

— CKaXKH: BepHllb JH TRl MHe? Bapyr s — npoBokaTop,
nopocaanuuii CeHaTtom?

— Her, s uyyBcTByio, uto 3T0 He Tak! I Bam Bepiol

— BexuMm oTcioga BMecTe co MHOf! YroBopH CBOHX MO-
apyr! 3mech B BceM mnoMexa, a y Hac Bam GyayT panml!

Xait3eHT/IH He OTBeyasa. BHJIO Tak THXO, YTO CJBIILHO
6bLI0, KaK B CTEHKe TOYHT XOJ Moj3eMHuIA yepBsaK. Kakoe-T10
KPOXOTHOE CO3/1aHHe NMPOINOJ3JI0 N0 TPaBe y BEIXOAA H3 HOPHI,
H 10 TYHHeJIO NpoHeccsi cinabuit wenecr. He xenas GoJee
nmyrath Xafsent/aH, Jloxmay xpaHun MoJauanue. HaxoHen
OHa 3alllenTaja, HO TaK THXO, YTO €e LIENOT MOXHO Gbilo
NPHHATb 32 NPepPHIBHCTOE ABIXaHHE:

— Y6exats u3 dppadpn Moxkuo! OnacHocTb BesuKa,
HO MBI ee mpeojoJieeM. S1 3T0 uyBCTBYIO.

— Ecan TH yyBcTByelb, YTO Hac XAET yAaua, TO 3TO
310poBo! 3HAYHT, Thl YrOBOPHIIb CBOHX MOAPYr?

INokone6aBiunch, Xaf3eHTAH OTBeyaa:

— $1 6oloch yTO-HHOYAL OGemaTh... BoT ecsin 6 KO MHe
BepHyJach Mosi Onsas orBaral He Ta s Tenepb craja...
51 Bcero Gorocn!

— He Gofics, Tenepb ¢ Bamu 1! — ropao ckasaa Jloxmau.

— UYnenn CenaTa MyapH H XHTpH!

— Him npuaercs noaHaxaTb Ha MyApOCTb! ¥ Hac KPOJIMKH
MyZapee H XxuTpee, noBepb MHel CKaxu: naBHO Ju Hesb-
THJbTA C BaMH?

— Her, oHa u3 Hawedl TenepewHe#t MeTku. OHa cMesa,
naa rayna! HeabTuabTa ropantcs cBoefi ApPYxGofi ¢ MsATeX-
HuUaMH. JIns Hee Bceé 3TO 3aHATHaA Hrpa, efi HpaBHTCA
Aep3uTb opuuepaM. Boioch, B oqMH npekpacHHf JeHb OHa
nepefieT rpaHHLUH H Ha Hac oGpylIMTCA HoBas Gena!

— A KaK TH AyMaellib: MHOTO JIH KPOJBYHX COTJIaCHTCA
¢ HaMH yATH?

— Xpe#ipal Y Hac MHOXeCTBO HeAOBOJbHbIX. OaHako
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TaiiHy MOXHO GyJeT pacKpbiTb TOJbKO Mepel CaMbiM noGe-
roM. Y Hac HHKTO He yMeeT JepxaTb f3blK 32 3yGaMmH,
a WNHOHOB 31ecb noJaHo! Hano pacckasaTtb o GercTee onHOM
CecyCHHHaH.

— 3HauuT, peiweHo! $I nopyuaio Te6e BLIGPAaTb KPOJib-
yux,— ckasaJa Jloxmau.

— A Koraa Mbl Gexum?

— Jlyyiwe GexkaTb nocJe 3axoja cosHna. Hac Berperut
Opex co couM oTpsaom! C HHMH Hawia orpoMHast mruua!
Ona Gyner cpaxaTtbesi 3a Hac! Takoe H He CHHJIOCH reHepaJy
3BepoGoio!

Xafi3eHTNIH CHOBa 3aMmoJuyaJja, H Jloxmau, BTaiiHe pa-
HIysicb ¥ BOCXHIIAsIChb €i0, NMOHAJ, YTO OHa OGJyMBIBAeT €ro
MJIaH, HIUa, HeT JIH B HEM NPOCYETOB.

— Heyxenn Bama nTHHA cyMeeT HamacTh cpasy Ha
HeCKOJIbKHX KpoJiiKoB? CaMm reHepas ¢ OTGOPHOH cTpaxKeit
6pPOCHTCA 32 HaMH B MOroHo!

— ToBopio Te6Ge, HawM APY3bS CYMEIOT NEPEXHTPHTH
Bailero 3BepoGosi. CKaXH: Thl KOrja-HHGYAb BHAEJA peKy?

— A yT0 3TO Takoe?

— Hy Bor, TaK 5 u gyman! Mory TosibKo o6elatb TeGe,
4TO JaJeKo HaM GexaTb He mpuaetcs. Ecau connater Aycast
Hac HaroHAT, MbH B OINHH MHT HCYe3HeM Y HHX ¢ rja3!
Kasinycb Te6e ®pucom!

Xaji3eHTJIH Mosuasa.

— Ecaun o own6aewncest, Taeitsu, To MOXKHO GyAeT Kb
N03aBHJ0BaTb TeM, KTO yMpeT CKOpoil cMepTbio! — cka3ana
OHa HaKOHell.

— Ja Hukto He ymper! Mou 1py3bs TaKylo WITYKY
npuayMaJH, 4to camomy Jb-dxpeiipe Bropy!

— Ecan To npeanoJaraewmb nober BO BpeMsi 3axoAa
COJIHLA, TO 3TO JAOJKHO CJYYHTbCS He MO3JHee yeM 3aBTpa
uau nocne3aBTpa. Yepes nBa AHA Hauly MeTKy Gosblie He
CTaHyT BbiycKaTb Ha BeuepHH# cHabdieil.

— B Takom cayyae noGer Ha3Haual Ha 3aBtpa! 3auem
Joblile TAHYT? Jla, TYT ecThb ellle OJHO Aejblie: Mbl JO/IXKHbI
3a6path ¢ coGoii Biskasapa.

— A Bapyr BaiskaBap ucnyraetcst M He cMoXeT GexaTb?

— Hapno ero npeaynpeauts!

— Ho Beab CTpaXKHHKH €0 HH Ha MHHYTY He OTmycKaioT!

— A [04ro JH emy CHAeTb MOA CTpaxeif? — cnpocu
Jloxmau.

— Korza ero mokaxyT KpoiMKaM BCEX MeETOK, YJeHbl
Cenata ero kassr!
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— Torpa peweno! 51 6e3 Hero He yiny!

— Taeitan, Tol oueHb oTBaxkeH! Ho TyT Hy»KHa XHTpOCTb!
3aBTpa ot TBoeil soBKoCcTH GyneT 3aBucetb Bce! IlomHu,
51 Bpyuaio TeGe XKH3Hb MOMX moapyr!

— UYro THl BOJHyellbCs, pa3Be B HalleM IVIaHe ecTb
npocyeThl?

— Her, a Ttak He cuntailo. Ho s Bcero smuwb cnabas
KpoJib4unxa. Bapyr npousoiiner 4to-uu6ynb HempeJaBHAeHHOE?

— Tlonpo6yem puckHyTb! Pa3Be Thi He xouewb GexxaTb
OTCIOf@ M MOCEJHTbCA BMECTe C HaMH Ha BBICOKOM XoJMe?

— O Taeitnn! A Ham no3BoJsT BbIGpaTh ceGe Apy3eii?
Paspelat npuHecTH NOTOMCTBO?

— Koneuno! M mbl Takke GyleM XOAHTb Ha CHJIbGIIeH
He TO pacmHCaHWIO, a Korja HaM 3Toro 3axouercs! Bynem
B Cortax paccka3biBaTh cKa3ku! YecTHoe c0Bo, 3T0 6yneT
YyJleCHasi XH3Hb!

— Torpa s cornacHa puckuyTb! §1 yGery!

XaitzentTan yuna, u Jloxmau nouyBcTBOBaJs Gecnpenelib-
Hylo ycTanoctb. OH cTapaJsics AymMaTb O TOM, UTO €ro Apy3bs
HaXOAATCA NMOGMM3OCTH H yepe3 NeHb OHH YBHAATCA. Tem
He MeHee OH OTAaBaJs ceGe OTYET B TOM, YTO MeXAY HHMH
JnexxuT Bce DdpadaHckoe LAPCTBO, U 3TO Gblia HajeKo He
wyTka! Jloxmau 3ajpemaJi, HO B MOJyCHe eMy MNPHBHIENCS
kanutat Fopuuser. FopuuBeT npeBpaTH/ICA B YalKy H C BOI-
JIIMH NleTas Hal pekoii. Jloxmau B cTpaxe mpocHyjcs. Han
BCEMH €ro CHaMH BHTaJla FHraHTCKasi TeHb reHepaja 3Bepo-
Gosi, pasmepamu Goablue Jowand. Hakoseu, H3myueHHbIH
BOJIHEHHEM, OH YCHYJ TIJyGOKHM CHOM, M XXYTKHEe CHOBHJe-
HHUSl TIOKHHYJIH €ero.

byy3. s
BBEBR rfudincaeme

JloxmMau npo6yKAajcs OTO CHAa MeNJeHHO, KaK NOAHH-
MaeTcsi O [Ha PeKH ny3blpeK Bo3lyxa. B ero Hope noyemy-To
oKasaJjicsi uyxoil Kposuk. OfHHM PBIBKOM BCKOuMB, JIoxmau
CrpocHJI:

— Kro Ty1?

— He opu! 310 51, I'pasunat. IMopa BEIXOAHTL HA CHJIb-
¢aeir! )KaBopouku yxe 3anenn. Hy u macrep e Tl Apbix-
HyTb, Taeu!
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— Ara, uny.— Jloxmay yxe HanpaBHJCS K BbIXOAY, HO
ero npukoBas K Mecty Bonpoc 'paBusnara:

— A «kro TaKoii TlaTblit?

Jloxmau cpa3y »e noao6paJncs:

— UYero, yero?

— Kro stor INaTwii?

— A MHe OTKyAa 3HaTh?

— Tol TyT Gosrtan Bo cHe: «Cnpocute Ilstoro, cnpocure
IsToro». BoT MHe W MHTEpecHO CTajo: Kro 3ToT IlsTbiii?

— A, MaTwit! 310 KpoauK K3 Hawei Kosonuu. OH y Hac
npeCcKashBaJj NOroay.

— Ceifiuac eMy HeTPynHO GblIO Gbl MpeicKasaTth moropy!
YyscTByelib, KaK B BO3AyXe NMaXHeT rpo3oi?

Jloxmau nonioxaa Bo3ayx. OH pa3jHuua rycToii 3amax
TSXeJbX KydeBbiX o6nakoB. JloxMau xotesa 6bJIO YKPBITbCA
B HOpe, HO NMOTOM PEILUHJ, YTO TaKOH MyCTsK, KaK GaH3Kas
rposa, Bpsill JIH HaPYLIHT paclHCaHHe NPHHATHA NHIH B D-
pade. On He own6esa. B Hule y Bhixoaa yxe cunen Biskabap
CO CBOHMH OXPaHHHKAaMH, a Mepeji HUMH. Ha 3aJHHX Janax
crosn Keppesb. Yeunes I'paBusata u Jloxmaua, oH Hampa-
BHJICA K HHM.

— TlotopanauBaiica, Taeian! — HefLOBOIBHO  CKa3aa
oH.— YacoBble yxe Ha noJe. Bouuibest M TH rpo3si?

— Botoch, aa ewe Kak! — Bbinajauga Jloxmad.

— CMoTpH, 4TOGB! KPOJIMKH TBOEH METKH He 3aMeTHJIH,
yro To TpycHwb! Hrtak, B pacnopsake aus Ges ocoGoro
TPHKa3a HHYEro He MeHSTb!

— A 51 ero ceronns ena no6yauics! — He Ges 3jopan-
ctBa BBepHysn I'paBunaT.— Ckaxu-ka, Taeian, yX He Bbl-
3blBasl JM Thl K ce6e KaKylo-HHGYIAb KpOJIbYMXy? 3Hauur,
Thl BCepbe3 COGHPAeLIbCs KEHUThCS?

— Yxe? Kakyio THl  BbIGpan? — mNoOMHTepecoBaJcs
Kepseiib.

— XaitseHtan! — orBeuas Jloxmau.

— JleB4YOHKa 3Ta — MapJIH TCapH, TO €CTb C npuBeToM! —
cka3sasn Keppenb.— CBHXHyJsach mocje A0nMpocos!

— Toaymaelwsb, eciu si KOro ¥ BbI3bIBaJ! — OGHKEHHO
npo6ypuan Jloxmau.— Thl Ke caM Bejes MHe MOGJHXKe
MO3HAKOMHTbCS € 3THMH KpoJbunxamu! §I u 3actaBun ee
pasroBopuTbes!

— A ysHaa THl OT Hee YTO-HHGYAb Ae/bHOE?

— Tloutn mnuuero! — Gypkuyn Jloxmau, BhIGpaBlIKCh
Ha moJe.

Ha6nopasn 3a kpoimkamu cBoeit MeTkd, Jloxmau mnpu-
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HAJICA Pa3MHILIJATL O TOM, Kak 66l ocBo6oauTh Baskapapa.
OnnaKo mpexkjie BCero eMy Haao Gbuio neperoBopuTb ¢ Ku-
Xapom.

Jloxmau ocmotpesica. Uro nenath, ecan Kuxap ero He
pasbiwet? Onxako Jloxmay HanpacHo Gecrokouacsi: Kuxap
yXe C caMoro paccpeTa JeTaJ Hal nojeM. YBHIEB, YTO
3¢padaHubl BblIE3NH MacTHch Ha ayr, Kuxap cen Ha 3emiio
HenmojasieKy OT 4acCOBBIX M cJesla/l BHI, Y4TO MIUET B TpaBe
HaCeKOMBbIX.

TIpHTBOPHBILKCH, YTO JAKOMHTCA KieBepoM, Jloxmau Ha-
4aJl OCTOPOXHO NMPOABHTaTbCA B CTOPOHY CBOErO MPHATES.
Crapasicb He OMVISIABIBATBCH, OH BAPYr nouyss, 4to Kuxap
CTOMT y Hero 3a CIHHOM.

— Mucrep Jloxmau! Heab3ss goaro GecexoBaTb! — mpo-
6opmorasn Kuxap.— Mucrep Opex crnpaluuBaeT: KaKoBbl Ba-
IIH NPHKa3aHuA?

— ByabTe rotoBbl K Golo ceronnsi Bedepom! XKnure mens
y apku B noaHo#i GoeBoil rotoBHocTH! — npouwenrtan Jlox-
May.— 3a HaMmu Gyner noroHs! A 3Ta WITYKa, JOJAKA, Bee elle
Ha Mecre?

— Jla, moau moka ee He 3a6Gpaau! §I nepegaM Baw
npukas!

JloxMau TOPOMJIMBO MPOROJIKAJ:

— Buaunwb KposHkoB y Kpas noasi? Ito yacoBble! TBos
3ajlaya — pa3orHaTh HX BO Bpems Goa. He xxaneit cua!
A s BbIe3y H3 HOpH M moBely 3a coGoi Mamam! Bce Mu
nomMuuMcs K apke. MoxeT GbiTb, 32 HaMH NMOTOHATCA NaTPyJIH.
CMOXellb JIH Thi HX NOKOJNOTHTbL?

— JHa! Ja! 51 Ha Hux Haneuy! OHu oTcTaHyT!

— Torna y mensi Bce! Kak uyBctByeT ce6s Opex u Bce
HalK{ Apy3bs?

— Bce xopowo! Bce roBopsiT, Bbl — [bfIBOJIbCKH Xpa6-
pblii Mosonen!

Jloxmau XoTeJ ellle YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO 3aMeTHJ, YTO
K Hemy Bo Becb omnop Muutc Kepseab. Jloxmau 6bicTpo
oTcKouna oT Kuxapa M [e/IOBHTO 3aHAJICA NMy4YKOM KJeBepa.
Kuxap mnoAusics B BO3AYX H Mcue3 3a JepeBbsiMH. [loa-
ckakaB Kk Jloxmauy, Kepseab nocMoTpen wuaiike Beaen
H CIPOCHJ:

— Pa3pe Tbl He GOMIUbLCA 3THX NTHL?

— He oueHb-To 51 X Goloch!

— OnH HananaloT Ha MblLel U HA KPoJbuaT. 3aBTpakaTh
NOo COCEACTBY C Heilt GblJO PHCKOBaHHO. 3ayeM Takas He-
OCTOPOXKHOCTb?
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Bmecro orBera Jloxmau Bcran H oTBecH Kepsesio apy-
JKECKYI0 OIJieyXy, OT KOTOpO# TOT ynaj H mnepeBepHyJCs
yepe3 roJioBy.

— Bor 3auem! — 3axoxoran Jloxmau.

— JlagHo, A1 yXe MOHAJ, YTO Tl CHJbHeH H TsXKesee
meHsa. Ho na Gynmer te6e m3BecTHO, uTo Aasi 3¢padaHcKoro
ouuepa oaHoro Beca MaJso! Onnako neno He B 3Tom! Thi
00513aH 3HaTh, YTO 3TH NTHLbI GbiBalOT onacHbMH. CTpaHHO,
YTO OHa JieTaeT MOGJIH30CTH: HX Ce30H B HALUIMX MECTax KOH-
unscs. Ilpugercst o He#t nosoxuTth B CeHaT.

— 3aueM 310?

— 370 nono3puTenbHO. Bee nono3puTeNbHOE HHTEpecyeT
CeHat. Mbl GyneM BbIr/IsfifieTh MOPSIIOYHBIMH JypPaKaMH, ec/iH
KTO-HHOYAb ApYroi o6 3TOM 3asiBHT, a Bellb BCE KPOJHKH
Hallefi MeTKH BHJeJH Ha noje 3Ty ntuuy. Hy, s nowen
JIOKJ1aibIBaTh!

Kak Tonbko Kepsenb yckakas, Jloxvau ornpasuics Ha
nouckH Xa#sentan. OH Hawen ee m CecycHHHaH B yxe
3HaKoMoii emy sie. O6e GblaH CHJIbHO BCTPeBOXeHbI. Jloxmay
JI0JIOXHJI O CBOHX meperoBopax ¢ Kuxapom.

— Heyxenn 3Ta nTuua B caMoM Jesle HanaleT Ha va-
coBbIX? — cnpochya CecycHHHaH.— B XH3HH HHKOrAa Tako-
TO He CJbIXHBaja!

— O6ewalo BaM, Y4TO OHAa Ha HHX Gpocures. CoGepure
KPOJIbYHX K BeyepHeMy cHJbdiiero!

— A Kyna Ham GexaTth? — cnpocuna CecycHHHaH.

Jloxmau BbiBesl KPOJIbYHX B NoJie, OTKYA2 Gblja XOPOLIO
BH/IHA HaXOJMBIUasicA He GoJee yeM B YeTHIpEXCTaxX MeTpax
JKeJIe3HOIOPOXKHAA Hachkib U apKa B Hei.

— Hac HaBepHsika HaroHuT I'opuuBer! — 3ameTtuna Ce-
CyCHHHaH.

— Hy u nycrts! Emy yxe oanaxapl gocrajoch ot Baska-
Bapa,— cKa3aa Jloxmau.— A Tenmepb — yXxoauTe; BoH ['pa-
BHJIAT yXe BeleT Ha noJe yacosbiX. OGeluaiite MHe He BOJ-
HoBaTbCA Nno-nyctomy! )KyiiTe xBauKy H JIOXKHTeCb OTAbIXaTh!
Kto He 3acHeT, MmycTb TOYMT KOITH, OHH HaM NpHromsaTcs!

KposHKH MeTKH CnyCTHJIHCH 1O OJHOMY B HOpHI, a Baska-
Bapa yBeJM OXpaHHHKH. Jloxmau BepHyJCfi B CBOIO HOpY.
OH crapaJjicsl He AyMaTh O TOM, YTO JOJIXKHO GblJIO NPOH30MTH
BEYepoM.

B KoOHle KOHLOB OH PelinJ, 4TO Jyulle NPOBeCTH 3TOT
neHb B Becesoii KomnaHuH. OH o6ollesl HHXKHHE HOPHI, MO-
Hrpaj C APYrHMH KPOJHKaMH B KaMyIUKH, NpOCJayllaJj JBe
CKa3KH M paccKa3aJ OfHy caM, a 3aTeM nonpocka y Kepseas
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paspelleHHsl HaBECTHTb KPOJIMKOB cocefHel MeTkH. IMoayuus
ero, oH nepewesn Kpukcy, nomaccsi BMecte ¢ «MeTko#t Ha
JieBOM GOKY» BO BpeMsi BeuepHero CuibdJess U OTIpaBHJCH
c odHuepaMH 3TOH MeTKH B HX HOpy.

Ilo curHany Ha Beuephuil cuabdaedi Jloxmau noaHscs
Ha noJsie, APOXa OT BoJiHeHHs. Bmecte ¢ Kepsesem Jloxmau
NpOBEPHJ, KaK KPOJHMKH HX METKH BBIXOAAT Ha cuabdueit.
XaifiseHTam u CecycuHHaH npowH MuMo Jloxmaua, He mo-
BEPHYB B €ro CTOpPoHy rosiopel. OGe KasalHCb CHOKOHHBIMH,
HO OH 3HaJ/, YTO OHH BOJIHYIOTCSl HHYYTb He MeHblle ero
camoro. KepBesb MpOBOAHJ MOC/IeIHETO KPOJIHK2 H MOAHSJICA
HaBepXx.

YnocroBepuBiuKCh, 4TO KepBesb oTowesn yxe paseko,
Jloxmau mopHsiicA Beaed 3a HHM. B fepBylo MHHYTY cosiHLe
OCJIENHJIO €ro, H OH MPHCeJ Ha 3a[HHe Jambi, MOPras M Mmo-
THpasi MOpJY, NMOKa rja3a He MPHTEPNeEJHChb K SPKOMY CBETY.
B HeGe on ysuaen npoJeraioiiero Haa nojem Kuxapa.

«Yac Hacraa! — nogyman oH.— Tenepb 3a nesol»

BHe3anHo OH ycsibllIa] 3a cBoei CNHHOM JIeASIHOH roJoc:

— $1 xouy ¢ To6o# noroBopuTtb, Taeinn! Crynait 3a MHO#
NOA AepeBbs. '

Jloxmau o6epHyJcsi, H Y Hero omycTuJuch Janbl. IMepex
HHM CTORJ reHepaa 3BepoGoil,

INepebiM noGyxnenueM Jloxmaya 6blI0 HEMELTE€HHO
BCTYMHTb C FreHepajioM B GOM, HO OH PeLlHJI, YTO 3TO BbI30BET
HeXXeslaTeJibHble mocjeacTBHs. [lostomy Jloxmau Ge3mMosBHO
nocJe]oBaJ 3a reHepaJoM B TeHb Bo3je Jopord. CousHue
yxe caaujocb. He6o 3aBOJIOKNIO Ty4yaMmH, H TNOL AepeBbsMH
cToslJla AyluHas Mria. JloxMauy BbXKHIATe/NbHO B3IVIAAHYJ Ha
3Bepo6os.

— Te6s1 ceromHs He O6blIO Ha MecTe, B HOpax TBOeM
MeTkH! — Havan 3BepoGoi.

— Hukak Het, cap.— Kak Hu npetusio Jloxmauy nourh-
TeslbHOe OGpallleHHe K reHepajy, NMPHXOAHJOCH YrOAHHYaTb,
pa3 oH 3aHsin noct adpacdanckoro opuuepa. Jloxmay, oaHaKo,
He npH6GaBHJ, YTO OH Obl1 B UYXKOH HOpe C pa3peLieHHs
Kepseas.

— Tne xe Thl Gbin?

TNopasasisa BCMbIXHYBUIee pa3fpakeHue, Jloxmau moay-
MaJ, yto 3BepoGoil OT/IMYHO 3HaeT, rAe OH GblJ.

— §1 nowen B «MeTKky sieBoro Goka», CIp.

— 3auem?

— YrtoG6bl noJtydile NPOBECTH BPeMsi U OYYHTHCS y BALUKX
oduuepoB, caywlas HX paccKasbl.
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— Bupesnca s Tel ¢ conpatom Aycabl U3 «MeTku Ha
JnieBom 6oKy» no nmenH KpectoBHuk?

— BecbMa BO3MOXHO, S He 3aMOMHMJI BCeX HMEH.

— Bcerpewasca sm Thl ¢ HMM Koraa-HuGynb paHbuie?

— Her, csp! Kak s Mor ¢ HMM Koraa-Hu6ymb BCTpe-
yaTbes?

Hacrynuna naysa.

— PaspelunTe cnpocutb, B ueM Aenio? — cnpocka Jloxmay.

— 3nech Borpoch 3agalo si! TBoe Aesno — oTBeyath! —
o6Gopsasn ero 3Bepo6oil.— KpecTOBHHK FOBOPHT, UTO OH Te6st
yxe Buaen oaHaxabl. OH y3Han Te6s MO XOXOJKY Ha Te-
Mmenn. Thi He noraablBaeuibCsi, rae Bbl C HHM BCTPEUaNHCh?

— He umelo 06 3ToM HM MaJeiiliero npeacTapJeHus!

— TlpunoMHH: He rHaJjach JH 3a TOGOH Ha RHAX Juca?

— [Ia, c3p, Tak TOYHO, rHajach napy AHell Ha3aa, no
nyTH cloja.

— Tbl ee HaTpaBHJ Ha OTPAA HALIMX KPOJHKOB, H OHa
pacrepsasia OZHOTO H3 HHX!

— §1 He co6upaJjics ee HH Ha Koro HatpaBauBaTh! §1 He
3HaJ, YTO B Jlecy Ball¥ KPOJHKH!

— OpHaKo Thl yTaHJ 3TO OT MeHs!

— MHe He NpuLLIO B roJIoBY, 4TO 3TO TaK BaXKHO. Benp
HeT MpPECTYNJIeHHs! B TOM, YTOGbl KPOJIMK Cracajicsi OT JIHChi!

— Tlo TBoeit BuHe moru6 s¢padanckuit opuuep!

— D10 6bi1a HecuacTHasA cJayyaiiHocTs! Uro, suca He
MOrJia CXBaTHTb ero Gea Moeil nomoul, cama no ceGe?

— Her, He Morga! ManbBa 6bl1 ONBITHHIM O(HLEpOM!
Takoit He moGeXHT HaBcTpedy Jauce! JIMchl He cTpauIHbI
TeM KPOJIHKaM, KOTOpbie 3HAIOT, Kak ce6s BecTu!

3Bepo6oii B ynop cMoTpeJ Ha JIoxmMaua cBOHMMH GOJIbLIMMH
GNeKNbIMH TJ1a3aMH.

— ¥ MeHs ecTb euwe oiauH Bonpoc, Taeinu! IMatpyas
MayibBbl W€ MO Clely TaHHCTBEHHOTO OTPSila HEeH3BECTHbIX
KpOMHKOB. UTo Thl 06 3TOM 3Haellb?

— $1 Toxe 3aMeTHJI C/lefibl KPOJHKOB, H MPHMEPHO B TO
Xe BpeMmsi.

— A 1e65 ¢ HUMH He G6bli0?

— Ecau 661 51 6611 ¢ HUMH, pa3Be s npuuies 6ut B ddpady?

— TMosTopsio, 3aech Bonmpochl 3ajaio si! 3Haellb JH Thl,
Kylla HanpaBJSIOTCA 3TH KPOJIHKH?

— Boiock, uT0o MHe Gosblie Hedyero npubGaBHTb, C3p!

3BepoGoit oTBesl ria3a M 3amonuaj. Jloxmau nouys-
CTBOBaJI, YTO reHepas AoXKujaaercs, uTo6bl Jloxmay nompo-
CHJ pa3pelleHHs YHTH, H TBePAO PeLIHJ He pacKpuiBaTh pra.
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— EcTb elle 0HO Ba)XHOe JeJO,— HaKOHell A06GaBHJ
3Bepo6oit.— OHO KacaeTcsi Gesloit NTHLbI, KOTOPYIO BCE BH-
Jle/M CerofiHs YTpoM Ha moJe. Tbl He GOMLIbCA 3THX NTHL?

— 1 He cabixasi, 4TOGbl OHH OGHM2KaJIH KPOJHKOB!

— Kakum o6pa3oM Tel 0Ka3ajcs PsoM C He#?

Jloxmay JIHXOpafioOYHO MPHAYyMbIBaJ OTBeT.

— CkasaTb 1no npasae, C3p, MHE OYeHb XOTeJOCh OTJIH-
YHTbCA Mepell KaNMHTaHOM H OLLUEJIOMHTb ero!

— Ecan yx Te6e Tak Xouercsi OTJHYHTbCA, MOCTapaicsa
owesomutb MeHs! [TocnesasTpa st noseay Boabuioit IMatpyas.
Mbl nepeiinem »keJle3Hyl0 IOPOTY H OTHILEM 32 HeH He3HaKo-
Mbix KpoaukoB! Tex cambiX, KOTOpbix MasibBa HenpeMeHHO
6bl BbIC/ICAHJI H Harhaj, eciH Obl Thl He HaJsleTeJl Ha Hero!

— OtaunyHo, c3p, oueHb pag, c3p!

CHOBa HaCTynHJIO NPOJOJKHTeIbHOe Mosyakue. HakoHen
reHepaJs cKasa.n:

— Tol cBoGosmeH. Ctynait B cBOIO MeTKy!

Jloxmau Bbille]l Ha MoJe, HO CHJbGJeH yXe NOAXOAHJ
K koHuy. Connue cesio, npu6au3ninch cymepki. Ceer Beuep-
Heil 3apu eBa NMpoGMBaJICs CKBO3b MJOTHble Tyud. Kuxapa
Hurge He Obli0 BHAHO. KpOJIHKH MeTKH MOA TNPHCMOTPOM
YacoBbIX yXe CNmycKasJHcb B HOpbl. JIoxmau yceJqcss B Tpa-
Be, MOJXKHAAsA, NMOKA MOCJeJHHH KPOJHK He CKpOeTCsl MOA
3eMJlef, B OTYasiHHH OT TOTO, YTO Ha3HaYeHHbIH Ha Beyep
no6er He COCTOSJICS.

EREY

Korna nocnennuit cet B nokpeiToM 06J1akamu HeGe yrac,
Opex npockaKa/ Mo »eCTKOH MOYBe MOJ apKo#, BbiGpaics
Ha Hacbllb M 3aMep, NMpHcaywHBasicb. Bckope ero moruaa
TsaTeI, H OHM BABOEM MPOLIH HECKOJNLKO LIAroB B CTOPOHY
Sodpadel.

Bbijo Tensio M AyIIHO, NaXJO 3pelollHM AYMEHeM H J0XK-
neM. Io6an3ocTu Bce GbIIO THXO, HO H3/1aseKa, C 6OJIOTHCTOTO
Jayra y OanxKHero Gepera pekH, cJblliajcsi BO3GYXAEHHbI
NTHYHH KPHK: TO MEpeKJHKaJach Napouyka GONOTHBIX KyJH-
KoB. Kuxap sieran Haf Hacbinbio. YBHaeB Opexa, OH CNyCTHJCA
Ha 3emJ0.

— Tol Huuero He Hamytan, Kuxap? Jloxmau ckasaun
TeGe, UTO MOGEr COCTOHTCA HMEHHO CEerofHA? — CIPOCHJ ero

X.

— Ara! Inoxo nesno! HaBepHoe, ero cxBaTHJH — H KOHel
mucrepy Jloxmauy! — npokpuyan Kuxap.

— 51 B 3toM He yBepeH,— cka3dan [latwlii.— 51 BHXY
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TyuH, cabimy rpom! IMone y Ddpadbi noxoxe Ha AHO peKw.
TaM NMPOHCXOAAT ceilyac HeBEPOSITHBIE COGBITHA...

— A He Buavwb Ju Thl Jloxmaya? Bapyr ero yxe
y6uamu? Moxer 6biTh, ero ceiiuac meiTailoT! — B y»Kace 3a-
Kpuuan Opex.

— CBoHMM 6ecnoKoiCTBOM Thl eMy He moMoxewb, Opex-
pa! Moxer 6biTh, JIoxMau He MOXeT GeXaTb IO KaKo#-TO
uHoit mpuunHe. Ilyctb Kuxap ytpom cHoBa cietaet B -
pacdy u Bce pasysHaer! — npemoxua IsTerii.

— 51 Bce Xe He B CHJax oTcioja yiiTh! — B TpeBore
cka3an Opex.

— OT TBoero cHieHHsl 3fecb He GyleT HHKAaKOroO TOJKY,
a y Te6s nputoM ewe Goaut Hora! Thl ceifuac nbiTaelwbes
LIHNaTh TPaBy, KOTopas elle He BBIpOC/Ia, H 3ps TPeBO-
JKHIIbCA.

OHH BepHYJHCb MO apKy. YcabiliaB HX LUArd, 3aJeriiune
B KpanHBe KPOJHKH GeCNOKOHHO 3alleBe/HINCh.

— Opex-pa! — po6ko o6pathacsi K Opexy Hec/ablLIHO
nopowenwni Fopmwoyek.— He npaeaa s, HuYero He CaIyum-
Joch W Jloxmau 3aBTpa npuaer?

— Koneuno, on npuuer! — 6e3 o0coGoil yBepeHHOCTH
oreeyas Opex.— He To s cam noitay 3a wum B ddpady,
Xnao-py!

— $1 Toxe noiiay ¢ To6oit B dppady! — ckasai, ocme-
JieB, Topuiouex. ‘

* %

Tem BpemeHem Jloxmau cuigen B 3¢dpadaHcKoi Hope,
CKODUMBIUHCb M TPHXKaBIIHCh K TemJIoMy GoKy Xai3eHT.H.
IMon 3emJeil 6blJIO JKapKo, H TYHHEJH MX METKH 3aMOJHHJ
JyUIHBIH Npearpo3oBoit Bo3ayx. JloxmMau apoxas OT TPeBOXK-
Horo oxuaahus. Korma 3BepoGoit ero ormycTua, Jloxmau
HCMbITaJl yXKac, HCMNOKOH BEKOB 3HAKOMbll BCeM 3aroBOp-
wukaM. A BApyr y 3Bepo6osi Gbinn eile Kakue-HHGYab
naHHble? Be3 coMHeHHs, Bce ceKpeTHble CBeJeHHsl MOCTYNaloT
K Hemy.

Moxer GbiTh, 3BepoGoit yxe pasrajan TaiiHoe 3aaa-
Hue JloxMaya H MoJKHIAeT yAOGHOrO MOMEHTa, YToGbl apec-
TOBaTb €ro?

SIcHO, YTO Ha CTOpOHe reHepaJja ceifyac BCe NpeHMy-
wecrBa. OH JepXKHT B CBOX Jalax HHTH 3aroBopa, Toraa
Kak JloxMau HeyK/ioxe npoGHpaeTcs 4epe3 HeNMpOXOAHMbie
3apocau M BblaaeT ce6sf MaJeifluHM ABHMeHHeM! Boablue
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Bcero JIoxmaya TPeBOXKHJIa MbIC/Ib O 3aBTPalLHei ONepaluy.
CHoBa nogoitH k Kuxapy? Ho Toraa oH nonager noa nogo-
3penne. Uto Gbl OH HH cesal, Kyaa Gbl HH LIarHyJ, ero TaiHa,
KaK BojJa, TPO3HT BOT-BOT BbiTeUb HapyXXy H3 MHOXeCTBa
MaJsleHbKHX AbIPOYEK, H OH He MOXKET HX 3aTKHYTb!

OnHaKo Xxyiuiee 0XHAAJO €ro BrepeH.

— Taefiin,— TpeBoxXHO 3alentasna Xai3euwtan.— [a-
Bail y6exxHM BMecTe ¢ ToGo#H cerofiHs Houbio! Mbl ¢ CecycuH-
HaH CBa/JIMM 4acoBOrO y BXOJa M MCUe3HEM Mpexne, YeM 3a
HaMH KHHETCSl MaTpyJb!

— A noueMy HMeHHO cerofHs? — cnpocua Jloxmay.—
Yro cayunmoch?

— Mme oueHb crtpauHo! — oTBeyasa oHa.— §I paccka-
3ana njaH nobera KposabuHxaM, H si 60loCb, KaK Gbl KTO-
HHGYIb H3 HHX He npoGoatancsi. B Odpade TpyaHo xp?. +a
TaitHbl. MoxeT GbITb, KTO-TO cefyac IIMHOHHT 34 HaMH.
®puc cBHAETeNb, MBI OUEHb OCTOPOXKHO BBLIGHPAJH TEX, KOMY
MOKHO JIOBepuTbCs, H Bce Xe.. Hac moryr cxBaTuth eme
JI0 paccBeTa...

JloxmMau momMbiTaJcsi CNOKOHWHO TNpPOAYMaTh MOJOXKEHHe.

KoHeuHo, y6exxaTh ¢ mapoi pelIHTe/IbHBIX KPOJIbYHX GblJIO
661 HeTpyaHo. Ho B TakoM ciiyyae OH MpHBeleT TOJLKO ABYX
KPOJIbYHX, H BCe 3TO NOTOMY, YTO y HEro CAaJH HepBbl!
Hu CepeGpucthiit, HH Apyrue ero Apy3bsi He MOHMYT, YTO
3leCb TBOPHTCA M UYTO €My INPHXOAHWTCA mNepeHOCHTb! OHH
pellat, YTO OH CTPycHs M yapad!

— Her, Mbl He HMeeM npaBa claBaThCs,— TBepPAO CKa3al
Jloxmau.— OGewiaio TeGe: 3aBTpa Mbl y6exkHm u3 dppadsbi!
A ceituac nocrapaiicsi 3acHyTb!

XaiseHtan 3aapemaja, a Jloxmau noayman, 4To emy,
MOXeT ObiTh, TaK M He YNACTCA BBIMOJHHTb CBOEro oGe-
ILaHHA H YTPOM HX CKOpee Bcero pa3GyauT MOJIHUHA.

«Ecan 3a Hamu sBATca, s GyAy ApaThcs, MOKa MeHs
He pa3opByT Ha Kycku! He cmenaTb WM M3 MeHs BTOpOro
BaskaBapa!» — pelun oH.

* % %

IMpocHysuwnch, Jloxmau ysugaen, uyto Xal3eHT/H yuiia
H OH ocTajcs oauH. Hauancs paccBeT, a AyxoTa Tak H He
paccesnnach. TpPeBOXHO BBINJISIHYB H3 COCEHEH HOPbI, AeXYyp-
Hbifi yacoBoii BepGeitnuk ob6patuaca k Jloxmauy.

— Ox, ueM 3Ta AyxoTa, yX Jyywe G6bl nowea AOXZb,
c3p! — cKasasn oH.— BnaxkHocTh Takasi, 4To TpaBa KHcHeT!

— He noBesnio Halue#t MeTKe B NOCJeAHHH AeHb Hallero
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cuabdien! — noanepxan ero Jloxmau.— Crynait pasGyau
KanutaHa! 1 moaexypio BMecro Te6s!

BepGeitnuk ywes, a Jloxmau ycescs y BbIXOAa, BAblXas
AywHblii Bo3nyx. He6o HaBHC/IO Hajx caMbiMH BepLIMHAMH
JlepeBbeB, IycThle 06/1aKa CTOSI/IH HeMOABHXKHO, C yTpeHHeil
CTOPOHbI 3aHHMaJICsl SIPKO-OpaHKeBbili Bocxod. Hu xaBopoH-
KH, HH cKBOpLb He nesu. Ha myctom nosie mapusia tuwuxa.
BHesanHo Jloxmaua oOXBaTHJIO HempeoJOJHMOe XesaHHe
GexaTb. MOXKHO GblIO GHTbCA 06 3aKaajh, YTO B TaKOH JeHb
TopuuBeT ¥ ero 4030pHbIE He MOHAYT 06X0A0M BOKPYr -
pagul. B Takyio norosy Bce XHBOTHble M HaceKOMble OKpecT-
HBIX TOJiell M JIecoB, HaBepHOe, OHeMEIOT MOA OrpOMHOI
AyWHOMA Jano# rpo3abl. CeroaHsIHKA AeHb GblJ HACTOJBKO
He6naronpusTeH A/ BCEro XXHBOTO, YTO BCe 3aTasiTCA B HO-
pax. OnHako Gersielam 370 GbLIO Ha PYKY, TaK KaK CKPbITbCH
B TaKylo Morofy GblJIo CpaBHHTEJbHO Jierko!

Bapyr 3a cnuHoii JloxmMauya nocCJBIIAJHCL IIATH: 3TO
OXpPaHHHKH BeJH y3HHKa. B rpososom cympake BuskaBap
Ka3aJcsi eile 6osiee H3MYYEHHBIM H YCTasbiM, YeM OGbIYHO.
Y Hero O6bl CyXoil HOC M CBepKaJH GeJKH 3aKaTHBLIHXCS
ria3. JIoxmay BbICKOYHJ Ha MoJie, CXBAaTHJI JIHCTHK KieBepa
H TOJHEC eMy K Hocy.

— Tlonpo6yit KneBepa H CMOTpH Becesieit! — cKasas OH.

— 3to BocmpellaeTcsi! — BMeINAJCA OAHH H3 YacOBBIX.

— TlycTb ecr, He TpoHb ero, Beprcusi, — ckasan BTopoi.—
B Takoii TAXeablfi leHb Mbl CaMH eJie AbILIMM, a YTO YX
roBOpUTb 06 3TOM GenHsre!

BaskaBap NMporJoTHJ JHCTHK KieBepa, a Jloxmau ormpa-
BUJICA Ha cBoe MecTo. CKOpO BO IJlaBe OTPsa IMOSIBHJICA
Kepsenb. Kposnku 1w BAJMO W HeoXoTHo, H cam Kepaesb
JaJieko He OblJ BeceJbiM M MOATSHYTO-GpaBbIM, KaK OGbIYHO.
OH Ge3mos1BHO nponycThs HaBepx XaideHTan u CecycHHHaH.
OpHako HesbTu/bTa OCTaHOBHJ/IACh Nepej] KAHTaHOM H Aep3-
KO TMOCMOTpesia eMy B Ijiasa.

— Yro, kanmuTtaH, ZAeiiCTByeT Ha Bac mnoroga? — chpo-
cuna oHa.— [MoaGoaputech! A To Bac MOTPsiceT ONHO HHTe-
pecHoe u3BecThe!

— UYro TaKoe? — rpo3Ho 3akpuuaa Kepseib.

— Huuero ocoGennoro! Bapyr y KposbuuX BhIpacTyT
KpbUJIbSi H OHH MTHOBEHHO YJNETAT?

OHa BbiCKOYMJI2 Ha moJe Baled 3a aApyrumu. Kepsedb
XoTea GbiIO ee OCTaHOBHTb, HO JIOXMau ero OKJIHKHYJ:

— $1, xaxercs, 3aHo3uJ 3afHoI0 namy! Barasuu-ka, uro
Yy MeHsl Ha nsATKe!
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— MWnem Kk ceery! — ckasan Kepseab u 3ansics Janoi
Jloxmaua. OfHako TO JIH OH BCe elle AyMal O CJIOBax
HesbTHABTBI, TO JIM MO HHOH NpHYMHE, OH MCKaJ 3aHO3y He
CJIHLIKOM TLIATEJBHO, YTO GHIIO K JyylleMy, NOTOMY 4TO ee
TaM He Gbljo.

— A, Kueptsim! — cKa3aJi oH, noapiMasicb.— OnaATh cioaa
npusetena 3ta npokastas nruua! Yero eit y Hac Hapo?

— A yto Ham 1o Hee 3a geno? [lyctb HweT yauTok! —
NOMNBITAJICA €ro YCNOKOHTb Jloxmau.

— Bce nono3puTe/ibHOE MOXeT CTaTb HCTOYHHKOM omac-
HOCTH,— BO3pa3ua KepBesb.— A Thl AepXKHCb OT Hee mo-
nanbiue, Tneiau! CmoTpH y MeHs!

— Tloxauayiicra! A pasBe Tbl caM He CyMeellb ee MPo-
rHaTh?

— He cmemn mens! Tl npepnaraemwb MHe HanacTb Ha
TaKylo 'POMajuHy, C KJIOBOM TOJIHHOA C MOIO MepelHIon
Jnany?

— CoBceM He Halo Ha Hee HanajaTtb! IlpocTo s momHio
OJHO 3aK/IHHaHHE, KOTOPOMY yYHJa MeHf B JAETCTBE MaThb.
HapepHoe, Thl 3Haelllb TaKylo MeceHKy:

Boxbsi KOpoBKa,
Ynetu Ha He6o,
TpuHecH HaMm xae6a!

— Hy, 3toT-TO 3aroBop mMpoTHB GOXXbHX KOPOBOK Hei-
CTBYeT NMPOCTO: OHH JOMOJ3AIOT 0 KOHLlAa TPaBHHKH, a Koraa
HeKyla GoJblue MOJ3TH, yJeTaioT!

— Bynp mo-tBoemy! Tosbko, ecqnm Tebe Hajoena 3Ta
ATHUA, A 3HAIO JIerKHil cnoco6 oT Hee H36aBHTbCS H BOOGLIe
MOMHIO MHOECTBO 3aroBOPOB.

— A uTo 370 3a 3aroBop? — nouHTepecoBaJic Kepseib.

— Hapo Bcero-HaBcero ckasaTb:

Jletn, netu, GoJibluas nTHUA,
Y106 K HOYH CHOBA BO3BPATHTHCA!

KoHeuHO, 4HTaTb 3TOT 3aroBOP HAL0 Ha Si3bIKe JIECOB H ToJei!
Heuero oxunath, uTo6bl NTHLBI NOHMMAaJH KPOJHUYMil SI3bIK!
JaBaii Bce xe nompoGyem! Eciu 3To mogmedctyer, Haiiu
pe6ATa MOAYMAlOT, YTO OHa Te6s Hcmyradach! Iasau, BoH
oHa mpucena 3a peneiinnkom! Hajgo moackakaTh mo6muxke,
3aTeM caenaTh MNpPBIXKOK Hanpapo, elle ONHH — HaJeBO H
nowapkaTb no 3emJe Jjanoit! Tak! Tak! ¥ Te6s 310 OTAHYHO
nosnyyaetcs! Tenepb Hajno HACTOPOXKHTb YWH H CKaKHYTb
pnepes. Hy, Bot Mbl yxe y uean! [laBaii Tenepp xopom!
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Jletu, Jetn, 6Gosablias NTHLA,
Y106 K HOYM CHOBa BO3BpaTHThbCs!

Tpu 3tux cnoBax Kuxap nogusics B Bo3ayx, a Jloxmay
C TOPXECTBYIOLUMM BHAOM NPOHM3HeC:

— Hy, uto s Te6e ropopua? Her, yecTHoe C/10BO, B 3THX
CTapUHHBIX KOJQOBCKHX 3aKNHHAaHHAX uTo-TO ecTb! Benmb
BCe-TaKH MTHUA yJeTesa!

— CkKopee BCero ee CyrHyJH Hallii AypalKne MPbIXKKH,—
kucao 3ametuan Kepseab.— BooGpaixaio, KaKHMH HIHOTaMH
Mbl 06a BbirsIsaenn! UTo nogyMalk o Hac Halllk NOA4YHHEHHble?

* %

Cuactbe He M3MeHHJ0 Jloxmauy W B nanbHeiiwem. B To
e yTPo eMy YAaJoch ORHH Ha OJHH TNOrOBOPHUTL ¢ Baaka-
BapoM. OGoiiasi packa/ieHHble HOpbI, Jloxmau OGHapyXuJ,
4TO y BceX oGHTaTesieii KOJIOHMM COHBaeTCA AblXaHHE M JH-
XOpalouHO KOJOTHTCs cepane. OH yxe co6upaJicss NOHTH
K KepBeJio ¥ monpocHTh pa3spelleHHss Ha TO, YTOGbl HX MeTKa
nposeJsa AeHb HaBepXy, MOJ KycTaMH. DTo Gbls Gbl elue OAHH
waHe Aas GerctBa. TyT OH BAPYr MOYYyBCTBOBaJ, YTO eMmy
HeOGXOLMMO BbIJIE3TH Ha TPaBy.

Korzna Jloxmau noackakas K KaHaBe, Y BXOAa B Hee TOJ-
MHJIHCb MOJIOAble KPOJIHKH. JIOXMay BCMOMHHJ CBOIO POJib
cTpororo otuilepa H HauaJ JHUeIeHCTBOBaTL €O Beell ybeau-
TeJIbHOCTbIO, Ha KOTOPYIO TOJIbKO Gbl/ CNOCOGeH.

— Uro BBl 37echb fenaeTe? — rPO3HO HAKHHYJCH OH Ha
KPOJIHKOB.

— B KaHaBe yacoBble C 3aK/MIOYeHHbIM, C3p! — OTBETHJ
OAMH M3 KPOJHKOB.— Tyaa HHMKOro He myckaioT, c3p!

B camom ZIesie, Bo3Jie KaHaBbl AJ1f TOMETA TOJMOH CTOAMH
CTpaX{HHKH Ayc/bl.

BoamyuieHHblli Jloxmau npoGusi ceGe nyTh K Hauaudy
KaHaBbl. Y BXOJa Haya/bHHK maTpyns Beprcus Gecenosai
C OXpPaHHHUKOM.

— bBotochb, c3p, uTO BaM NMpUAETCS NMOAOXKAATb,— CKa3aj
Jloxmauy Beprcusi.— B KaHaBe 3aK/IOYeHHbIH, HO OH TaM
He 3acuauTca!

— Tlpoub ¢ moporn! I Toxe He cOGHpAlOCh 3aCHXKH-
patbesi! — BecKpuuaa Jloxmau. Ou  oTroskHyn Beprcuio
M BCKOYMJ B KaHaBy.

HeBnaneke moa HaBHcaloLue# JIHCTBOH AMKOH NeTPYLIKH
cupen Baskasap. Ilo panam Ha ero ywax GpOJHJH MyXH.
JloxMau npocKaka/ Mapy waroB M yceacs MoG/JH30CTH.

— Cayuwaii, BaskaBap,— 6bICTpPo 3aroBopus oH.— Kas-
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Hycb ®pucom, 51 — TaiiHblit Bpar d¢dpacbl. CeronHs Houblo
Mbl C KposbuWxamu GexuMm. SI nocrapaioch 3abpaTb Te6s
¢ coGoii. Byab rotos k Gercrsy!

He oxupas orseta, Jloxmau otowes B CTOPOHY M cleJsal
BHJI, UTO HlleT ceGe MecTeyKo noynoGHee.

Beprcus yxe xaan Jloxmaua y Beixoaa.

— Cap,— o6patuncs oH K Jloxmauy.— Bot yxe BTopoii
pa3s Bbl HapyllaeTe NMpPHKa3 H NMPOTHBOAEHCTByeTe BJacTAM!
51 nonam panopt o Bawem noBefeHuH, c3p!

He ynoctous ero orsetoM, Jloxmay mnose3 B CBOIO HOpY
H yCHYJ.

444y, 2poza
BEBE pugongiiacs

K Beuepy crasio HeBbIHOCHMO AylHO. Ha 3enieHoi nopoxke
y Gepera pekH CiieJ A0 KPaWHOCTH BCTpeBOXeHHbI Opex.
OH s0Maa roJsioBy, NbITafich AOrajaTbCsl, YTO ceHyac Mpo-
HcxoauT B Ddpade.

— Passe Jloxmau He mpocus Te6si HamacTb Ha 4acCOBBIX
Byepa BeuepoM? Pa3Be OH He roBOpHJI, YTO BO Bpems INOA-
HsIBILEMCA CYMaTOXH yBeleT KPOJbUHX? — B COTHIH pa3 cmpa-
wuBan od y Kuxapa.

— Jla, roBopHJ, HO YTO-TO copBaJoch. Toraa ckasaa —
YXOIH, NPHXOAH K HOuH!

— 3HauuT, MIaH ero ocrajcsi Ges uameHeHuit. OpHako
HeH3BeCTHo, koraa Jloxmau cymeer y6exxaTb. Belb yxe Tem-
HeeT. Yro Thl Aymaewb no 3Tomy nosoay, CepeGpHcThlii?

— Ecan el Tak Bosmyelbcs, moyemy Obl HaM Hemen-
JIEHHO He [BHHYTbCSl K apKe, I'le Mbl JOJ/DKHbl BCTPETHTb
Jloxmaua ¢ KpoJibYHXaMu?

— Her, puck ciuwkom Beauk! Ilo okpectHocTsiM Henpe-
peiBHO X04AT maTtpyau. Ecim Hac 3amertsit, B ddpade mo-
JalyT CHrHaJs TpeBorH M JIoxmauy cHOBa He ynacrcs Gexatb!

— Tocaywait, Opex-pa,— cka3an CmopoauHa.— IToue-
My Gbl HaM He CNpATaTb OTPAAd Yy JIOAKH B NPHOPEXHbIX
Kyctax? Kuxap HanazeT Ha 4acOBbIX, MPHJIETHT CIOAA M CKa-
JKeT HaM, KOria BCTYNHTb B Goii!

— 3To uyJecHo, TOJbKO TOrla Mbl JOJKHb Gynem co
BCeX HOT MuYaThCi K apkKe, 4ToGbl MOCMETb Ha MNOMOIUb
K Jloxmauy. Mbl noHago6umcsi eMmy He MeHblie Kuxapa!
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— Tne yx Tebe, ¢ TBoeH HOroif, MuyaTbcsi K apke! —
sameTua [lartbiit.— Jlyuwe Bcero TeGe 3a6paThCsi B JOAKY
H 3aHATbc KaHaToM. K ToMy MoMeHTy, Kak mpHGeXur
Jloxmau ¢ Kposib4uXaMH, Thl JIOJIXKEH POBHO HamnoJIOBHHY Mepe-
rpbI3Th €ro. A 0 cpakeHuH mycTb no3a6oTHTcst CepeGpHCTbIit!

Opex 3anymascs.

— MsHe Bce-TaKu He XOYeTCfl MNPATATbCA 33 BalUMMH
cnuHamMu! MoxeT GbiTb, KOro-HHGYb H3 BAC TAXKeEJNO PaHAT
HJH y6bloT!

— Her, Ilateii npaB! Opexy Heab3si PHCKOBaTh, OH
XpOMaeT M MOXeT NonacTbesi B sanbl 3¢padanuen! Ceityac
ero rJaBHeiilIas 3aaya — MNeperpoLI3Th KaHAT, H HMEHHO Ha-
noJIoBHHY. DT0 He BCsiKHil cymeeT! KaHaT fo/xeH 06opBaThes
TOJNILKO B HYXKHbli HAM MOMEHT — He paHblle, He Mo3xe! —
3aasua CMopoiuHa.

V6exaats Opexa MPHILIOCH AOJIFO, HO B KOHLE KOHLOB
OH ¢ 60JbILOH HEOXOTOH COrJIaCHJACA OCTaTbCsi B JOJKE,
MOKa ero Apy3bsi MoiayT HabcTpeuy Jloxmauy.

JloxMau OTKpBII FJia3a, yC/biXaB, YTO KTO-TO 30BeT €ro.
— Taeian! Taeitnu! IlpocHucs! — kpuuana XaitseHTu.
— B uem geno? Yto crpsiciioch?

— Heabtuabty apecroBann! A oHa 3Haet o mnoGere!

JloxMau BCKOYWJI Ha HOTH.

— BepG6eiinuk npuiies 3a Heil ¥ NpHKasaJ ed HeMmen-
JIeHHO sBMTbCA K KamutaHy Kepseso! Tam ee yxe nomxu-
nanu ABa CeHaTCKUX mnosuueiickux. Ax, Taeinn! Ona Hac
Boiaacr!

— Bpems He xpaet! 3a6upail KPOJIbYHX H TalLK HX B MOIO
Hopy! — mpuKa3an Jloxmau.

Ensa nocrynb XaitseHT/IH 3aMepsia BAAJIH, KaK B TyHHeJe
pasjajuch YbH-TO Yy)XKHe IUarH.

— Kro HAaeT? — pe3ko NOBEPHYBIIHCb, BCKpHYas
Jloxmau.

— 310 1, Kepsesn! Ham rpo3ut Kyya HenpusiTHOCTeit!
Tosbko uTO mMosHuMf apecroBaja HeabTsibTy. MeHs BbI-
3BaJu B Hopy CeHaTa. Bbl ¢ I'paBusaToM ocraertech Ha mocry.
HemennexnHo BeictaBb yacoBbix! Hukakoro cuibguies! Hukoro
He BBINYCKaTb HH MOJL KakKWM mpeaJorom!

— Tuoi yxe oraan npukas I'paBunaty? — cnpocua Jlox-
Mau.

— Y MeHsl HeT BpeMeHH ero pa3bickHBaTh! Hemennenso
cTynait u paciwesesn vacosbix! Cpasy ke BbisoBH I'pasu-
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naTa H nepenaii Beprcuu, uto BiskaBap ceroaus He noua-
no6utcs! 3aTeM 3acsabTe BMeCTe C YacCOBbIMH y BCeX HOP!
He 3Haio, MoxeT GbiTb, B CaMOM JieJie CYLUECTBYeT KaKo#-To
3aroBOp H KPOJIMKH pellHJIH NOAHATbL BoccTahue! Heabtuabty
B3fIH 6e3 liyMa, HO B MeTKe CKOpO AOrajaloTcsi O TOM, UTO
npousowto. Hy, s Gery! Iloka!

Jloxmau npoBoanst Kepsessi 10 KoHIa TyHHess1. Y BbIXoAa
naexypusa MaliopaH.

— Tol cabian npukas? — cnpocua ero Jloxmau.— Ha-
3a TUIOXOM MNOrOAbl Ha3HayeH paHHHi cHabdaelr. HyxHo
HeMe/JIEHHO BbIBOAHTb KPOJIHKOB!

Jloxmau c Tpesoroii oxupan orsera. Ecin Kepsesb yxke
otaan MaiiopaHy npuKa3 HHKOrO He BbIYCKaTb, MPUIETCS
¢ Maiiopasom noapaTbcsi. ONHAKO TOT HEBO3MYTHMO CIIPOCHJI:

— A uTo, packaToB rpoma elle He CJBILIHO?

— HeMennenHo BbIrOHAH HX Ha CHJbdJIEH, CIBILIHIIB? —
yXe rpo3Ho moBTOpus Jloxmau.— BbI30BH OXpaHHHKOB
¢ BaskaBapom! [1a He TsHH!

Mo-Buaumomy, XaiiseHTIH He Tepsiia BPeMeHH AapoM,
Tak Kak y Jloxmaua B HOpe yxe CHAEJH TPH KPOJIbUHXH,
a KyyKa KpoJibuHx Bo ryaBe ¢ CecyCHHHaH 2aJacCh K CTEHKaM
6GokoBoro TyHHeJst. Bce Gblii MOPsIOYHO NepenyraHbl, a Koe-
KTO Gbl1 OT yXaca 6aM30K K oueneHenuio. Bce mosuasu.

— Ceiiuac He BpeMsl /Al NMPHNAJKOB H HEPBHOro Tcap-
Ha! — TBepRo cka3aa Jloxmau.— BuimosHATL MOM NpHKasa-
HHfl, el BaM 1opora H3Hb! Uepe3 MHHYTYy OXpaHHHKH
nputawat BuaskaBapa. 51 Hanamy Ha oxpany! Kak ToJbKo
YCAbILIMTE IYM CXBAaTKH, Gernte co BceX Hor B moJe!

TyT B npoxoje NOC/IbIWIAJHCh IIarH OXpaHHl, BeayIuei
apecranta. Jloxmay ysHaa ycraayio noctynb bBiaskaBapa.
Tor enBa Bosouns Jjanbl. Jloxmay ABHHYJICA K BbIXOZY.

— DBoiocs, uto 51 3psa Bac Bbi3BaJ,— o6paTtHJcs K Beprcun
JloxMau.— CHIO MHHYTY OGBSIBHJIH, YTO CHJIbJIeH Ha ceroaHs
oTMeHseTcA. BhirsiHH H cpa3y moiiMeilb moueMy.

Beprcust HanpaBuJCcs K Bbixody, a JIoxMau NpOCKOMb3HY
no6auxe k baskapapy.

— Ara, noxoxe Ha rposy,— ckasaa BepTcusi, BbICyHYB-
IIHCh H3 HOPHI.

— He 3esaii, BiskaBap! — BockaHKHYa Jloxmau, Ha6po-
cuBwch Ha Beprcuio ¢ Thily. BepTcHsi OT HeoXXHAAHHOCTH
BbIBaJIHJICSL HapyxXy, a JIoXmMau BOCHOJIb30BaJICi MOMEHTOM,
ycesicd Ha HEro BepXOM H TMPHHSJICH KOJMOTHTb. OnHako
Beprcusi Hepapom cayxua B Ayciade H c1aBHJCA KaK ONbIT-
Hblli 6oell. OH H3/IOBYHJICA H BOH3HJ CBOH 3y6bl B MJeqo
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Jloxmaua. Panblue Takoil npueM Bceria MpHHOCHJ eMy yCrnex.
Opnxako Bpsid JIH 3TOT MeTOJ Gbl1 yMecTeH B GOIO C KPOJIHKOM
TAKOTO TSAXKEJIOro Beca M BblAaloulefics oTBard, Kakum Gbui
Jloxmau. C ppiyaHHeM BbicBOGOAHB 06e 3aHHe Janbl, JIoxmay
c cunioit ynapua HmH BepTcHio B 6OK H uepes MHHYTY yxke
CTOSIN Hal NOBEPXEHHbIM BparoM, He o6paluasi BHHMaHHS
Ha octpylo Gosb B miede. YBuueB, uTo Beprcusi paHen
H He MOXKET MOJHSATBCH, a TOJbKO GECCHJIBHO AepraeT Janamu,
JloxMau OTCKOYHJI B CTOPOHY.

— Cunraii, Te6e nosessno, yto s Te6s He YKOKOWHJI! —
cKasaJsl OH, pyrasicb H 0G/IMBasiCb KPOBbIO.

3aTem Jloxmau CTPeMHTE/NbHO KHHYJCS OGpPaTHO B HOPY.
3peck BiskaBap yxe Goposicsi cO BTOPHIM 4yacoBbiM. B ruty-
6uHe TyHHesNsi K HAM Gexanu Xa#seHTan M CecycHHHaH.
JloxMau HaHeC BTOPOMY OXPaHHMKY YXKacHblii yaap mno ro-
JoBe. TOT oT/IeTes1 B KOHeLl TYHHeJNsl, B HHLIY M 3aKJIO-
YEHHOTO.

— He aBuraiica ¢ mecta, a TO noJyuHib ere! — npu-
rpo3ua emy Jloxmau.— Tel xHBO#, Biskapap? — crpocu oH.

— JHa, cap! Uto npukaxere nenatb?

— 3a MHoil, Bce 3a MHO#! Bexxum! — Bckpruas Jloxmau.

On nomuascsi K Bbixody. Koraa Jloxmau o6epHyscs mo-
CMOTpeTb, CJIEAYIOT JIH 332 HHM KPOJIbYHXH, Y APYroro BbIXOAA
OH yBHJeJ YIHBJIEHHYIO (hpH3HOHOMHIO I'paBHJaTa.

— Te6s nuwer kanutaH Kepsenb! — ycnes kpuknyTb I'pa-
BHaaty Jloxmay, BO BCIO NpHITb BBICKAKHBAas Ha ToJe.

He ycnen Jloxmau noGexatb 10 peneiiHHKa, y KOTOpOro
OHHM HellaBHO GecefoBasiu ¢ Kuxapom, kak paspacsi BOJrHit
packat rpoMa. 3aKanaju nepable GOJbIUIHE M TeNJble KamjiH
noxas. OxsaueHHbI Ge3yMHBIM BOcCTOproM, Jloxmau Heccst
Brepej Moj sipKO-XKeJTbIM CBETOM MOJIHHil. OH He 4yBCTBOBAJ
paHbl B mieve. Byps crazna ero apyrom! OHa nmomoxer emy
nepexuTpuThL 3bpadanues!

JloxMau 6bla yXe Ha noJie, KOrja pasiajucb Mnepsbie
curHajisl TpeBord. OH OCTaHOBHJCSH, HILA TJa3aMH apky.
To 3eMJie TyJIKO Pa3HOCHJICSH TPEBOXKHbIH CTYK. OrJIsHYBIUHCh
Ha Gerylunit 3a HHM OTPSIA KPOJIbYHX, OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO HHKTO
H3 HUX He oTcTtaJ. OHH GeXasH psNOM, PaCTAHYBIUHCh B IIH-
poKyio wepeHry. KpoJiiku, Kak npaBuJo, pa3GeraioTcs B CTO-
poHbl BeepoM. Ero KposbYHXH TOUHO TaK XK€ Pa3BepHYJHChb
B cTpoit. YToG6bI He nonacTbest B Janbl NaTpPyJIbHBIM, HAL0 GbLIO
co6paTbesi BMecte! OH cTasl MCKaTh rja3aMH Kako#-HHGYAb
3a60p, 3a KOTOPHIM MOXHO GbLIO Gbl cnpsTaThesi. C 3anana
BILIOTb [0 }KeJIe3HOLOPOXKHOH apKH TAHYJHCh KyCThl BHICOKOH
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3es1eHo# H3ropoaH. Jloxmau yBHAes Gexasluiero B6iu3u Bas-
Kapapa M MOJCKaKajl K HeMmy.

— Ham HyxHO nepe6paTbhcsi yepes H3ropoib,— CKasas
oH.— CoGepu kpoabunx! INepesesaiite uaropoab U npsiubTech
3a Hei!

TMopasusiBuinecss ¢ HuMK Xaii3eHTaH, CecycHHHaH U elle
TPH KPOJIbYHXH GbLIM HCMYraHbHl H APOXKaJH.

— Cablwnwsb cryk! 310 noausan Tpesory! Onu GeryT
3a Hamu, Tueitnn! — Bckpuuana CecycHHHaH.

— He orpuiBaiitecb ot Mens! Berom! — ckomanzoBaa
Jloxmau.

OH He npeanoJaraj, 4YTo €ro KPOJNbYHXH TaK GbICTPO
6erator. Korna Xaisentan u CeCyCHHHaH CTPEMHTEJbHO MO-
HECJIMCb B CTOPOHY H3rOPOJH, C HHMH MNOPaBHAJOCH eLie
HECKOJIbKO KposbuHX. JIoXMauy nokasajoch, 4TO Tenepb OHH
CyMeIOT CMPaBHTbCA C JIIOGBIM MaTpyJeM, a MOXeT ObiTb,
OJIONIEIOT JaXKe ChelHaNbHO ycHJeHHbH oTpsax. OH nosep-
HYJl M, Jepxach BJOJb KyCTOB, NMOBeJ KPOJbYHX MO MOJIO.
IlpsiMo nepes HMUMH B MOpOCiIed KyCTaMH HAacCBIH yxke
coBceM GIH3KO BHIHEJACh )KeJIe3HOJAOPOXHas apka. A XaeT
au ux taMm Opex? W nouemy Hurme ue BuaHo Kuxapa?

* % ¥

— Yro ke JOMKHO GblIO cayuuTbesi motoM, HenbTHib-
Ta? — cnpocHa reHepan 3BepoGoii.— He koJoTH ee Ge3
ycraan, Bep6ena! [aii eft orBeTHTB!

— O#i, o0-0-0-oit!.. Xaiizentsin ckasajaa, yto GoJbuias
NTHUA HamajeT Ha 4yacoBbIX AycJbl, a Mbl YGeXXHM BO Bpems
nepenoJsioxa...— 3axJje6biBasicb, npoGopMotana HenbTHabTa.

— A Tbl He Bpewb? YTo 370 3a NTHUA?

— He 3Halo, nuyero He 3Haio! — BexaumbiBada Heib-
THIbTAa.— DTOT HOBbI o¢uuep... Xal3eHTIH cKasaja, yTo
OH NMpPHKaXeT MNTHLE... HaNnacTb Ha NaTpyJb!

— 3ii, Kepsesb! BhiknagpiBai, 4To Thl 3Haellb N0 3TOMY
noBoARy,— oGepHyJics 3Bepo6oit k Kepsesio.

— §1 06 sTOM yxe HokaaabiBad, c3p. H3BoabTe 3ame-
THTb, YTO §1 Y2Ke MOAaJ panopT o NTHue! — HCMYraHHO 3aBO-
nua_Kepseib.

B 370 Bpemsl Yy BXOAa B HOpY MOC/bIIIAJICA LIYM H, Mpo-
KJaapiBasi ce6e myTb B TOJMeE, MOsiBHJICA I'paBHsaT.

— Hoselit opuuep ynpaa! Taeitnn 3a6pan c¢ co6oit MHO-
KecTBO KposibuHx! OH HakuHyJdcs Ha bBeprchio u ciaoman
emy aany! BiiskaBap Toxe copBajicsi — H Hy GexaTb 3a HuM!
1o Bce Taeiau, 310 ero pyk nAeso! — kpuyan I'pasuaar.
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— Tak 310 Taeitau? Hy, nonaauch on MHe B nanbi! Sm6-
neep Ppuc, s Bhikomo emy raasa! Kepseab, Bep6ena, 'pa-
BHJIAT, 3a MHOH!

TMopoiins k Kpukce, ocBeliaeMble TYCK/IbIM CBETOM MOJ-
HHH, TOA NPOJMHBHLIM NOXKAeM 3(padaHcKhe opHLepbl npH-
OCTaHOBHJIMCb GbLIO, HO OGJIMK reHepasa NOKasaJcsi UM elle
Gosiee ycTpawaomuM, yeM rposa. OHM MOCTyyaJu Jsianamu
O 3eMJII0, MOAaBasi CHrHaJ TPEeBOTH, M MOCKaKaJu 3a 3Bepo-
6oeM K KesesHoi nopore. 3[ech OHM Hamajid Ha KpoBaBhle
CJle/ibl, €1LE He CMbIThbIe JOXAEM, H ABHHYJIMCh 110 HUM K XXHBOM
H3ropojH.

* k%

Bbi6paBILHCh K XKeJe3HONOPOXKHOM HachinH, Jloxmau ceJ
nox apkoii u ocmorpencsi. Hu Opexa, nn Kuxapa nurae
He Gblio BHAHO. BnepBbie nocie moGeanl Han Beprcueit
Jloxmay nouyBCTBOBaJl HEyBEPEHHOCTb W TpeBOry. A BApYr
Kuxap Bce-rakH He cyMeJ paciuH¢poBaTh ero 3arajaodyHoe
nocnauue? Bapyr uto-to cayumnoch ¢ OpexoM M ero Kpo-
JMKaMi? MoxeT GbITb, OHH MOTHG/IH H ero HHKTO He BCTPETHT?
Torna Jloxmau co cBOMM OTPSJAOM oGpeueH GecLEJbHO CKH-
TaThcsl MO MOJIAIM N0 TeX NOP, MOKa HX He CXBAaTHT KaKoM-
HHGYAb MaTpyJb.

— Her, ne 6biBath 3TOMY! — cKasan cebe Jloxmau.—
B KpaiiHeM csiyyae MOMbITaeMCS MEPeNIbITh PEKYy H CKPbITbCS
B Jtecy. Yept 6b moGpaJs nieyo! He ayman s, uto pana Gyner
TaK cuibHO MewaThb! JlagHo, DOBefy KPOJMbYHX XOTS Gl 1O
nelexXoHOro MOCTHKa!

OH mnopowen K 3a6HBLUIMMCH MOA apKy KpOJIbUAXaM.
Kposibunx# HackBo3b NPOMOKJIH. C NOBEPXHOCTH apKH Ha HHX
CTeKaJiH pyuyeHKH XOJIOJHOH BOIBI, a TJIHHMCTasi 3eMJs NOA
JlanaMH TOCTeNeHHO MpeBpallagach B I'yCTOE MeCHBO.

— Brepen! — ckomangosan Jloxmau.— Tenepb yxe Ge-
JKaTb HelaseKo, a TaM Mbl Gygem B GesonacHoctu! Bee 3a
MHo#t!

Kposbunxu 6e3ponoTHO MOBHHOBAJIHCh.

«Henb3ss He noMsiHyTb HOGpPbLIM CJIOBOM 3dpadaHCcKyio
IUCUUNNHHY!» — MpauHO moaymaa Jloxmau, risiisi, KaKk OHH
6e3 eqHHOTO BO3paXKEHHS BbIJIE3JIH H3-NOA apKH, HEMeIJIEHHO
nonaB MOJ SIPOCTHO JIbIOLIHKH A0XKAb.

Jloxmau npu6aBHJi XO1y, HO BADYT 3aMeTHJ, YTO KaKOH-
TO KPOJIHK MOPaBHAJICA C HHMH.

— Cro#i, Taeitnn! — 3akpuyan od. 310 661 Topuuser.

Jloxmau Gbla1 M paHee yBepeH, 4To ['opulBeT HX HaroHHT,
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u co6Hpascst npukoHuHTh ero. Cefiuac xe, yBuaes, uto Fopu-
uBeT, He o6pallasl BHHMaHHA Ha JOX[Ib, YBEPEHHO BeleT
CBOM OTPSIA H3 YeThipeX COJJAT W He coGHpaeTcsi OTCTYnmaTh
nepej MPeBOCXOAALIHMH CHIAaMH OTYasiHHbIX Gerseuos, JIox-
Mau MoYyBCTBOBAJ COXaJeHHe, uTo oHH ¢ TopuuBeToM OKa-
3a/IMCh BO BpaxcaeGHbIX sarepsx. Jloxmau noaymas, 4to emy
Kyla mnpHsATHee Gblio 6bl yBectH [opuusera us ddpadwl,
yeM y6HBaTb ero.

— He neitaiica 3anepxatb Hac, [opuuset! S1 He xouy
NPHYHHATL Tebe 3/1a! — KPHKHYJ OH. Jloxmau orasHy’acs
u yBuaen psinom Baskasapa.— Cienu 3a KposbuHXaMH, a TO
naTpy/ab CXBaTHT OTGHMBLIMXCA B CTOPOHY! — cKasasn OH.

— Jlyuwe cpaBaiica cpa3dy! — kpuuan Tlopuuber, no-
npexxHeMy He oTcraBas oT Jloxmaya.— Kyaa 6wl Bbl HH
CKPBUIHCB, 1 BCe PaBHO Haiay Bac! 3a BaMH FOHHTCH MaTpyJb
oco6oro Ha3HaueHust! EciM OH Bac Harowut, tebe Hecuo-
6poBaTh! Thl yXKe M ceilyac TsKenO paHeH!

— Tlpokaartue! — Bckpuuasn Jloxmau, HaHocs emy ynap
B ronoBy.— Tbl Gydelub TOXe TsXKeJO paHeH, Mpexie 4em
MeHsl MpHKOHYaT!

— MoxHo, s Gpowych Ha Hero, c3p? — crnpocua Bus-
KaBap.— Bo BTopoii pa3 eMy MeHsi He MOGHTB!

— Taeiinn! Mpet cam resepan! Beperuch! — paspasncs
c3anu rosoc Cecycuinan.— O rope, rope!

Jloxmau orasinyncsi. [lepex HHM OTKpBIJIOCH 3peJiKiLe, OT
KOTOPOro MOTJIO 3aMepeTb CaMoe OTBaX(Hoe cepiue.

B nposete apkH BO TIJaBe CBOHX COJJAT NOSIBHJICA
reHepan 3BepoGoH. Phiua oT spoctd, oH Heccss Ha Jlox-
Maua, a c/lelloM 3a HHM Mphiraj natpy/jb oco6oro HasHa-
yenus. Jloxmau y3Haa cpeau npecienoBaTtesell Kepseas,
I'paBunara, Kpecrosuuka.

TaM 6blI0 MHOTO COJINAT, HO Brepel BBIPBAJCH KPOJNHK
OrPOMHOro pocta M cBupenoro Buaa — Jloxmau poragaj-
Csl, YTO 3TO Haya/JbHHK noauunn BepGena. Jloxmauy BHe-
3aMHO M0Ka3aJ/oChb, YTO, €C/H OH GPOCHT KPOJBYHX H Yja-
putcs 6exaTb, €ro He CTaHyT MpecJefoBaTb U GyAyT cyact-
JIMBBE TaK HeieBo otienaTbcd. CKBO3b IIYM JIMBHA 1O He-
ro nosecca rosoc bBaskaBapa. Ddpacdanen neitancs ero
YTEIWHTh:

— He oropuaiitecs, c3p! Bl cnenanu Bce, 4TO B BalIKX
cuaax! Tloka Hac He MPHKOHYAT, Mbl CymMeeM YOHTb He-
CKOJIbKHX HenpusTesieli. Kpoabunxu 6yayT oT4astHHO KpaThes!

Jloxmay noBepHy/1 roJIOBY H MOCMEIUHO MOTePC HOCOM
06 usyponosaHHoe yxo BiskaBapa, a 3aTem 3aHaa ycTOit-
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yMBYIO TO3MUHIO HA 3aAHHX Janax B OXXHAAHHH TNPHGIH-
JKEeHHsl reHepana.

— TIps3Has cKoTHHa! — BOCKJHKHYJ, moaGeras, 3Bepo-
6oit.— Tbl ocMmesnsicst HanmacTb Ha OXPaHHHKA W M3yBeYHTb
ero! He 6path ero B mieH! Mbl NPHKOHYHM ero Ha Mecte!

— Ax el Kpoauuuit paGoBiazesen! — orBedas emy
Jloxmau.— XoTesn 6bl i MOCMOTPETb, KaK 3TO OyHeT BHITS-
nethb!

3Bepo6oii paccBupenes:

— Bep6ena, T'opuuser, xto Tam ewe! Baiute ero Ha
3emaio! OcTasibHble MyCTb TOHAT KPOJAbYMX OGpPaTHO B KOJIO-
HHIO! ApecTOBaHHOro MpefoCTaBbTe MHe!

— Crbiauch, 3BepoGoii! Buaur Ppuc, Tl NO30pULLB
Bech Kposnuuit pon! Jla mokapaer Te6s ®puc! — BcKkpuyaa
Jloxmau.

B 3T0 MrHoBeHHe MOJIHHS, MOXOXas Ha PacrmpoCTepTyio
Jnany ¢ JNHHHBIMH H OCTPbHIMH KOTTSIMH, Tpope3aja TeMHoe
He6o. B sipkoii BCHBILIKE H3rOpoAb BMECTe C OTHEJbHBIMH
nepeBbsiMH GYATO NpbirHysaa Breped. ITouTH onHOBpeMeHHO
nporpeMes pe3kuit packaT rpoma. Kasajoch, uTo HaBepxy
YTO-TO OFPOMHOE Pa30pBaJiOCh HAa YacCTH; MOCTENEHHO Hapa-
cTasi U pa3peliasich MOBTOPHbIMH B3PbIBAMH, I'POM NPOKATHJI-
csi Mo BceMy HeG6y.

HackBo3b npoMokiike, NOTPSICEHHBIE KPOJNHKH CBHEMXH-
JIHCh, TPHXKAThle K 3eMJle IPOCTHOM CHJIOH JHBHA. B rosose
y Jloxmaua BHe3amHO 3a3BeHesiH cJjoBa: «JT0 TBos 6yps,
Taeitn! Bocnosibayiica ke eiol»

3axsne6biBasicb BONOH, JIoXMay NPHNOAHAJCA H TOJKHYJ
nano# Baskasapa:

— Bnepen, 3a6epu Xaitzentan!

Moprasi u cTapasicb CTPAXHYTb C BeK KaliH NOXASA, OH
notpsic rosoBoii. Uepes muHyty BiskaBap yxe ucues, Ho
nepea JloxmMauoM BO Becb POCT BHIPOC reHepaJs 3BepoGoi,
3aJIAMaHHbIi 10 MAKyWKH T'PA3bl0 H HACKBO3b NPOMOKLIHI.
Crosi HOC K HOCy ¢ JIoxmauyoM, OH 3J06HO CMOTpeJl Ha Hero
H CKpe6 IJIHHHBIMH KOTTSIMH TO TPS3H H IJIHHe.

— §1 y6blo Te6si cOGCTBEHHBIMH JamaMH! — CKasal OH,
OCKAJIHB JIHHHBIE, TIOXOXKHE Ha KPbICHHBIE pe3libl.

BcerpeBoxkeHHbl#t JloxMau BHHMaTesbHO Ha6aiofan 3a
BceMH ero aBuxKeHusiMH. OH 3Han, uto 3BepoGoii He ymyc-
THT CJyYyasi HCMO/Mb30BaTb CBOE MNPEHMYILECTBO B Bece H
NONbITAaeTCsl MNPHICHYTb Ha HEro, YTOObl CUEMHTHCS C HHM
B GanxkHem Gow. 3Hauut, Jloxmauy cJeZOBaJO OTCTYNMHTH
H TOJIOXKHTbCSE Ha CHJY CBOMX KorTeil. OH He/OBKO WIarHyJ
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B CTOPOHY M C yXaCOM NOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO Jiambl €r0 CKOJb-
38T MO IPA3H.

Ho nouemy reHepas He 6pocaerca Ha Jloxmaua? Bue-
3anHo Jloxmau noHsaJa, uTo 3BepoGoil MPHCTANbHO CMOTPHT
Kyla-To NMOBEepX ero rosioBbl. BApyr reHepas pesko ormpbir-
HYJl Hasaj, ¥ B TOT € MHI BO BCe 3aryllalolleM Lyme
JIOXAS MOCJBINAJICA XPHIVIBIA KPHK: «ifapk, #apk! Plapk!»

Yro-To Gesoe BHJOCL Hal CaMoii ToJIOBOH reHepaJa.
ToT nuiTancs CNPATAaTbCA 32 KYCT H N0 BO3MOXKHOCTH YKpBITh
rosioBy. 3aTeM GeJsiasi TeHb, KPYTACb B MoJoce NOXAS, B3Je-
TeJla HaBepX.

— Mucrep Jloxmau, Bawn TyT! Bee Haamuuo!

Meican Jloxmaua 3akpy»HJHCb, KaK BO CHe, M €ro I0-
MyTHBLIEeCs] CO3HaHHe C TPYIOM CBf3aJI0 BOEIHHO BCe MPOHC-
xonsiee. OH cHoBa ycabiman kpuk Kuxapa. ToT Ha artor
pa3 Hanaa Ha BepGeny.

YyBCTBY#, 4TO XOJIOJHbIe CTPYH MOJIHBAIOT €r0 OTKPLITYIO
paHy, Jloxmau CKBO3b NeJieHy AOXAS YBHAeJ, KaK 3Bepo6oit,
OTCTYNHB B TOJITy CBOHX O(PHLIEPOB, YKa3blBaeT HM Ha KaKylo-
TO KaHaBy. 3aTeM y CaMOrO CBOEro yxa OH YCJblIlIaJ, 4TO
€ro OKJIHKAIOT:

— i, Jloxmau! Uto Ham Tenepb nenaTh, NpHKa3biBaii!

Psizom ¢ HuM crosin CepeGpHCThIiL.

— T'ne Opex? — cnpocua Jloxmau.

— Opex xper Hac B Jyonke. Jla ol panen! Uro ¢ ToGo#?

— Bean kposbunx K peke! — ckomannoban Jloxmau.

Bce cmeluaJsioch. PacTepsiHHbIe KPOILYHXH €Ba TOHHMAJIH,
YTO UM roBopsT. HakoHel OHH ¢ TPyAOM MOAHSJIHCbL H, CRO-
THIKasiCh, NO6GpenH B HH3MHY. JIoXMay yBHIeJ, YTO HaBCTpeuy
GeryT W Apyrue ero Apy3bsi. Bmepean Hecerca )Keayab,
CHJIbHO MepenyraHHbi, HO TBEPAO PELIMBIIHA He OTCTYymaTh.
3a OpyBaHunkoM, moaGaipuBawoiiuM [opiiouka, ckauyT
Bepounka u XOKGHT, morJsiibiBasfi BpeMsi OT BPEMEHH Ha
Jaetsawero Bnepean Kuxapa. CepeGpucThiii He nepecraBas
NOBTOPSET:

— Haute k Cmopoanne! Maute k Cmopoaune!

Oka3a/och, YTO OH B Pa3HbIX TOYKAX MNyTH MOCTAaBHJA
TPOHX KPOJIMKOB B BHAE MasKoB, 0603HauaBIUHX 06paTHYyIO
Jopory.

— CwmopoauHa CTOMT Ha GiHXKHeM mocty, 3a HHM Koso-
KOJIbYHK, a mocjefnuit — [IATbIH, CTOHT y caMoit pekH,—
06bsicHHI OH Jloxmauy.

Onu noGexanu 10 CMOPOAHHEL.

— Mouogen, Jloxmau! Tbl cTaHews Temepb repoem
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HalUWX JereHA! — ApoxXa, IPOKPHYAl eMy CKBO3b AOXIb
Cmopoausa.— Jla Tbl paHeH B miedo! Cuiibl HeGecHble!

— He BpeMs eume roBoputb O JereHpax! — ckasan
Jloxmau.— Bce Ji1 KpOJIMKH MPOIUIH K peke?

— Tol nocnennuuii! — orseyan CMopoauHa.

MopneteBwnit Kuxap ycencs pAaoM ¢ HHMH Ha 3eMJlo.

— Mucrep Jloxmau, fi HamajJl Ha 3THX MPOKJATBHIX, HO
OHH He yGeraioT! 3acesn B kaHaBy! MHe 10 HuX He 1o6paThbces!

— Tak s M 3Haj, YTO OHH He OTCTaHyT! — cKasan
Jloxmau.— OHH HaGpOCATCH Ha HAac B MOCJENHIO MHHYTY,
ot yeuauiub, Cepe6puctniit! He sesait, )Kenyap, nepxuch
nojiajiblile OT 3TOH KaHaBbi!

— HauTte k Kosokosbunky! Maurte k Kosokoabunky! —
TBepana CepeGpucthiii. Hocsicb H3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, OH
co6GHpaJsl KPOJIHKOB BMecTe.

OnH nozckakaJsi K KoJIoKo/IbYHKy, CTOSIBLIEMY Y H3rOPOAH
B KOHIE MnoJiA. Y TOro 3aKaTHJIHCb OT CTPaxa rjaasa, H emy
YXKacHO XOTesloCh YApaTb, HO OH AepiKaJcsi TBepJo.

— $1 Toabko uTO 3ameTHs GOEBOH OTPSAL UYXKHX KpO-
ankoB! HapepHoe, 3to 3¢padanupl. OHM npockakan Ha
Jayr y pekd,— ckasan Kosokonbunk.— Cefiyuac OHH Yy Hac
B Thlly. X Bemer rpomaiHbifi KposuK! S B XH3HH He BH-
IblBaJl TAKUX BEJIHKAHOB!

— A Hy! Bce Gerom Kk peke! — ckomanuoBasa Jloxmau.

Jlo pekn ocTaBaJjiochb He6oJbIIOE PACCTOSIHHE, HO NOCpeaH
MOKpbIX Ny4YKOB OCOKH H KaMbIllla, OKPYXXEHHbIX TJyGOKHMH
JlyKaMmH, ObJIO HEBO3MOXKHO pa3oGpath nopory. Kpoauxu
6pesn BCJenylo, HaThIKasicb TO 3/1eCb, TO TaM Ha 3a6JyauB-
wuxcs ToBapuileit. Kuxap cnetan k peke H o6paTHO H npo-
Jielajl 3TOT peiic MHOTOKpaTHO, noMorasi JloxMauy OThICKaTh
NOTePABIIMXCH KPOJIbYHX.

— Kuxap,— o6paruaca k Hemy Jloxmay.— [locrapaiics
y3HaTb, rae HaxoasaTcs 3ppacanusl. OHHu rae-T0 NOGAU30CTH.
TMouemy oHM Ha Hac He HanmajaioT? Mbl pa3Gpench BO Bce
CTOPOHBl, H OHH MOIJIH NPHYHHHTb HAM HeMaJblii ypoH!
Buano, 3agymanu uto-T0 HOBOe!

Yepes muHyty Kuxap Bo3spaThics.

— Onu y Mocra,— ckasan on.— Bce crnpsraauncs! Tlox
Kycramu! S noaseren! DTOT OrpoMHbIi XOTeq MeHs Ha-
nactb!

— Heyxean? Hy, Heroasio 3BepoGoio He OTKaMelb
B oTBare!

— OHu ayMaioT, Bbi TaM nepexofuTh MocT! OHH He 3HAIOT,
y Hac Joaka!
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B ray6oxkoii TpaBe nokasaJicsi Gerywuuii HaBcrpeuy [siTbiii.

— Jloxmau, Mbl MoCaHJIH HECKOJIBKHX KPOJIbYHX B JIOIKY,
HO OHH MHe He JOBEpSIOT, BCe CMpALIHBAIOT: A€ Thl? —
cKa3aJl OH.

Jloxmau nockakas 3a [IATbiM M BblIIeN Ha 3eJieHyl TPO-
MHHKY, HAYLlylo BROJb Gepera. Jlogka cTosla Ha TOM Xe
CaMOM MecTe — ONMH ee KOHell KacaJjcsi Gepera, a Apyroil
3aToHys. Ha Gamxkaiiuem K Gepery, NMpHIOLHATOM KOHLE
cunen Opex ¢ NOBHCLUMMH YLIAMH, C NIOYEPHEBLLUEH OT AOKASA,
obaunasuleit 60ka wy6koil. COrHyBIIKCh, OH AepxKaJ B 3y6ax
HaTAHYThA KaHaT. )Keaynb, Xai3eHT/IH H elue Be KPOJIbYHXH
B300pajuch PANOM C HMM Ha nepeknaaudy. CmopoanHa
6e3yCrneuHo NbiTajCsi YrOBOPHTb OCTAJIbHBIX BJIE3Th B JIOAKY.

— Opex GoHTCA BbLIMYCTHTb M3 NACTH KaHaT,— CKasaj
OoH Jloxmauy.— A 3TH KpOJIbYHXH TOJBKO M 3HAIOT, UTO
TBepaAT: «Haw oduuep — Taeiinu», n Hu ¢ mecra!

Jloxmau nosepHyJsica kK CecycHHHaH.

— Ceifiyac Mbl MoKaxkeM BaM BOJILIEGHbI (OKyC,— CKa-
3aa oH.— Benu ux Tyna, rae cumut Xail3eHTJH.

He ycnena CecycHHHaH OBHHYTbCA C MeCTa, KaK OHH
ycabllagay Bomb yxKaca. Kpuuasa onHa u3 kpoJabunx. Crpa-
Ba M3 KyCTOB, PacCTyLUHX BJOJIb PeKH, BHE3amHO BbiGexaJ
TFopuuser M GbicTpo ABHHYJACS K HuM HaBcTpeuy. CueBa
Bbickounan BepGena, Kepeeab u KpecroBuuk. Hapas
OTYasiHHbI BOMJb, KPOJIbYUHXa MOBepHyfach H Gpocuaach
B ToJie.

Tyt ee Hactur 3BepoGoil. OH HaHec eff cTpalIHBIA yaap
no rosioBe. OHa ellle pa3 MoBepHyJach, KaK cJjemnasi, ClOThI-
Kasicb, moGexasia No TPore H BCKOUYHJIA B JIOAKY.

Jloxmau noHsaJs, yto 3BepoGoii He TOJBKO CyMmeJ 3acTa-
BHTb CBOHX pacTepsBIUHXCH O(HIEPOB NOBHHOBATbCH, HO
ycnes MpHAyMaTh HOBbIf MAaH neicTBHH.

Cefiyac, npuiKaB OTPsL NPOTHBHHKA K peke, 3BepoGoi
JIerKo MOT' Pa3GHTb €ro Mo YacTAM M YHHYTOXHTb CTOJIbLKO
BparoB, CKOJIbKO €ro aylia noxenaer!

JloxMay OZHMM MaxoM NepecKOuHJs yepe3 NpHOPEKHYIO
TpaBy M OKasaJjcsa B Joake psasom c¢ Opexom. Ataka 3¢pa-
(aHleB mpoH3Besa HeOXHAaHHb 3¢d¢eKT: Bce A0 ONHOM
KPOJIbUHXH Nepebexann ¢ Gepera B JIOAKY. 32 HHMH nepe-
ckounsn Cmopomina u TlsaThlii.

Tem Bpemerem 3BepoGoii noGpaJcs yxe A0 camoro Gepe-
ra peku W npuGauxancs k joake. CMopomuHa B TpeBore
BCKPHKHY.JI:

— Onysanuuk orcraa! OH Ha Gepery!
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B oTBer Ha 310 Opex OTKpbLII MAacTb H BLIMYCTHJ KaHaT:

— DBoiock, He npHuIOch 66 €ro ocTaBuTb! DTH mapHH
rOTOBAITCS Ha Hac HamacTb, a Mbl B JIOJKE COBEpLIEHHO Gec-
noMoLHbI!

Cwmeno rasias B ryasa 3BepoGos, Jloxmau ckasada:

— Togoxau pasrpeisath KaHat, Opex! S1 ux 3azepxy!

3Bepo6oii OTBETHJ €My 3JI0PalHOMH yXMBIIKOM:

— Her, Taeian! Cefiuac Bbl nofifieTe Ha JHO peKH,
a OCTaBIUMXCA Mbl Pa3opBeM Ha yacTh!

OpnyBaHYHK B GeCMOKOHCTBE BBIIVISIHYJ H3 NPHGPEXKHBIX
3apocjeil KpanHBbl, He 3Has, YTO NMpPeANPHHATb.

— Ko mnue, KpecroBunk n BepGena! — BckpHuas rewe-
paj.— Kupaiitecb Ha HHX MO MOeMy CHrHaJly, a 4YTO JO
NTHUBI, HAM OHAa He TPO3HT...

— A BOT ¥ OHa! — BJIPYT FPOMKO BOCKJAHKHYJ Jloxmau.

3BepoGoii HEBOJLHO MOAHSJ TOJIOBY H OTCKOYMJ Hasan.
OnyBaHYHK CTPeJoil BbiJeTes] H3 KyCTOB M Yepe3 MTHOBEHHe
yXKe cufiesn B Joake psagoM ¢ Opexom. B 3Ty MHHYTYy KaHaT
pasopBaiics, H IVIOCKOJOHKA 3aCKoJIb3HJIa BIOJIL Gepera mno
TeyeHHIo, a 3aTeM BbilNIa Ha cepeanHy. Or/IsiHYBIIKCH Ha3aj,
Jloxmay yBuea Mopay reHepaia 3BepoGos. OH rasaen
Ha HHX, BbiTapalllHB IJa3a, H3-3a KycToB BepGeiinHka. Ero
paccTpoeHHasi GH3HOHOMHS HamoMHHaja Jloxmauy oGHKeH-
HYIO NyCTeJbry, YNyCTHBIUYIO MBILUb.










OkaxHCb MX IJIOCKOJOHKA Ha JoGoi Apyroi peke —
H mnan CmopoauHbl mpoBaJuics Gbi. Jlogka He cmorsia 6bl
TaK JIETKO OTYaJHTb OT Gepera WM mpu6uaach 6bl K Hemy
cHoBa. OHa 3actpsiza 6bl B KaMmblllaX WM cela Ha Medb,
Ho Ha peke TecT He BcTpeuasoch HH MNecyaHbIX OTMedeit,
HH 3apocsieii KaMmbllla.

Bo/bIIMHCTBO KPOJIMKOB NJIOXO MOHMMAJIO CO3AaBlUeecst
nonoxekne. dppadaHcKue KPOJIbYHXH HHKOrAAa He BHAAJH
PeKH, HO Koria 3Bepo6oii B O/lMH MHUT HCYe3 Y HHX H3 BHLY,
OHH MOYYBCTBOBAJH HesiCHOe OGJIeryeHHe, CBHEXHJHCh Ha
JIHe JIOAKH MO SIPOCTHO JIbIOLIMM JOXKAEM H 3aTHXJIH.

B sojike CKOMHJIOCH MHOTO JOXA€BOH BOAbI, H BO BpeMs
NOCajAKH KPOJIbYHXH TMONpHLIrajJH Ha [1HO, NPSMO B BOAY.
INocteneHHo Bce BbIGpaMCh KTO Ha HOC, KTO Ha KOpMY.

JloxmMau HenoABHXHO nexan Ha Goky. Jluxopamounas
OoTBara ero NMOKHHyJa, a paHeHOe IJeYo CHJbHO Hbil1o. He-
CMOTpPAi Ha myJbcHpyioulyio Goib B Mpeinjedbe, eMy Bce
BpeMsl XOTeJOChb CraTh, NyCTb HaXe PacmpoCTepPLIHCh Ha
JKECTKHX [AOCKaX H MOA MPOJHBHBIM foxJaeM. Ha MuHyTYy oH
OTKpbLJI I'J1a3a.

— PuckoBansoe 6bi10 geno! OAHH WAHC H3 ThICAUH! —
npo6opmoran Jloxmau.

— et HamMx JeTeil yc/aBILIAT yAUBHTENbHBIH pac-
cka3! — npousnec Opex TpalHUHMOHHbE KPOJHYbH CJIOBA.—
CKaXH MHe: KTO Te6Gsi paHHJI?

— Onpun u3 nosmueickux Aycnadoi,— oretun Jloxmau.

— Kro? — Tepmun Aycnaga 6ba Opexy He3HaKOM.

— TI'psi3HbIfi Ma/leHbKHIT Nanay u3 3¢pacdaHCKON MOJIHUKHH.

— Tel emy 3g0poBo 3ajan?

— Jlymaio, oH nepectaHer Geratb. Kyma Hac ceifuac
NpHHeceT 3Ta TBOS JIOAKA?

— Moxer 6biTbh, Ha 3TO OTBETHT KTO-HHOYAb M3 HaIUHX
mynpeuoB uian Kuxap. OH, HaBepHOe, 3HaeT NMOBaJKH TOM
BEILH, Ha KOTOPOH Mbl CHAMM,— cka3aa Opex.

Jlenusumiica psinom ¢ Opexom OnyBaHYHK NMpPH NMepBOM
YNOMHHAHHH O MYyZApeLax Mpo6pasicA MO 3aJHTOMY BOJOH
JHHLLY H BepHyJcsi BMecte ¢ [lsateiM 1 CMopoauHo#.

— Jleno o6ctoHT Hensnoxo,— o6bsiBHa CMOpoAHHA.—
Mbl n/bIBEM 10 TEUEHHIO H Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi MPHCTaHeM
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K Gepery. A moka Mbl Bce JaJblie H Jajblie yAauaseMcs
oT MuJbIX npuateneii Jloxmaua!

Tem BpemeHeM, pa3peias jopory, npujetea Kuxap.

— Micrep Opex! — o6bsiBHI OH.— Bnepenu moct!

Kak no xomaHge 3anpaB KBepXy roJiOBbl, KPOJHKH YBH-
Jle/IH HemojaJieKy TOT caMblil MOCT, yepe3 KOTOPbIii OHH mepe-
XOJIHJIH HECKOJIbKO AHeH Ha3al. MocT OHH y3Ha/H ¢ mepBoro
B3rJIfijia, MOTOMY YTO C JIOAKH OH BLIT/IAAe] NMOYTH TaK e,
Kak ¢ 6epera peKH.

— MoxeT, ynacTcd NpPOCKOYHTb, a MOXeT, HeT! —
ckasasn Kuxap.— Ecau cupetb Takoit kyueit — Gena!

Moct crosin Ha IBYX HH3KHX cBasix. CraJbHble ¢epMbl
6blIH YCTaHOBJIEHb! HaJ CaMO¥ NMOBEPXHOCTbIO BoAbl. Jlo BOA-
HOH TJlalH OCTaBajCs NPOCBeT IUHDHHOH He 6oJiee ABYX
CaHTHMETPOB.

Opex MOHAJ NpeAOCTEPeXKeHHe: KOrAa JOAKa BOHAET MOA
MOCT, MeXAy Hel0 M QepMaMH OCTaHETCS pacCTOsiHHEe He
M pe KpoJanybero korts. ITpyu 3ToM Beex CHAALIMX Had 6GOpTOM
MoxeT c6pocutb B peky. Ilo AmMilly, NOKpbITOMYy TemnJoi
Bojioll, Opex mnockakan Ha JApYroif KOHell JIOAKH, pacTaj-
KHBasi 1O MyTH MOKPHIX, CTPYAHBLIHXCA B Kyudy KPOJIMKOB.

— Ha gano! Bce Ha gHo! — mpukasaa on.— He GosiTbcst
cbipocti! BaskaBap! I'oHH KposibuHX Ha AHO!

3¢padaHcKHe KPOJHKH GecrnpeKocJOBHO MOBHHOBAJHCh.
Kuxap TeM BpeMeHeM MOAHAJICA B BO3AYX H B3MblI Haj
[epeBSHHBIMH TMEPHIaMH MOCTa.

Peka crana yXe, a TeuyeHHe MOJ MOCTOM — CHJIbHee.
Uepe3 MHHYTY MOCT TeMHO#H Maccoil, HanmomHuBlueii Opexy
BaJislllyloCsl C fAepeBa LIANKy CHera, HaJABHHYJCA Ha Hero,
H OH NpHXKaJICA KO JHY.

Pa3nancs npoH3HTe/bHbIH KPHK, H KaKOH-TO KPOJIHK CKa-
THJICA NPSAMO eMy Ha rojioBy. 3aTeM JIOAKa 3aipoKaja
OT CHJILHOTO TOJYKa; pa3jaJjicsi ryXo#, cKpeGyliHi 3BYK,
Kpyrom Bce NMOTEMHeJ0, H OYeHb GJIH3KO Hal roJoBOH y Kpo-
JIHKOB BbIpOC/]a KaKas-TO Kpblia. Yepe3 MHHYTY Kpbilua
Hcyeana H JIOAKAa CHOBA 3aCKOJb3HJa Brepes.

OkasaJioch, yto Ha Opexa cBaJuics Keayap. Xotsa ero
OIJIYIUHJIO H NIOMSJIO, NO-BHAHMOMY, OH He MOJIYYHJ CePbe3HbIX
NOBpEX IeHHH.

3aTo OfHa M3 KPOJbYHX He ycreja CMyCTHTbCH Ha JHO
H yJapHJacb O CTOAK moj MoctoMm. Boasne Hee xJomorana
Xafisentan. Opex orasfies] CBOMX H3Ma3aHHbBIX TIps3bio,
JpOXKallMX CNYTHHKOB H NepeBesl B3rJ/siA Ha GOAPOro W Be-
cenoro Kuxapa, yceBuierocsi Ha KOpMy JIOAKH.
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— Kak Ham npuyaqute kK Gepery, Kuxap? — cnpocun
oH.— CaM NOHHMaelb, TaKas XXH3Hb — HE S KPOJHMKOB!

— Ckopo ente Moct! OCTaHOBHT /04KY!

OHH TpPOMJBIIH elle OAHH NOBOPOT. JIOAKa HECKOJIbKO
pa3 pe3ko noBepHyJach. HamyraHhele TeM, YTo NMpoH30LLIO
¢ )Kesynem M KpoJIbUHXOM, KPOJIHKH YHBUIO JieXaad B BOJE
Ha AHe JioAKH. Opex BbINOJ3 HA HOC MJIOCKOAOHKH H OCMOT-
peJcsi.

OH moHsJ, 4TO JOAKAa 3aMelusieT XOA. BaxHuit Geper,
Ha KOTOPOM TECHO CTOS/IH TyCThie 3apoC/iH [epeBbeB, Gbla
BBICOKHM H KPyThiM, HO BJaJH pacCTHJaJHCb Gepera pOB-
Hble, KaK MOACTPHXKEHHbIH ra3oH.

3a pa3snHBOM BHH3 MO TEYEHHIO MOKa3aJcsi BTOPOH MOCT.
OH 6bls1 NOCTPOEH AaBHbIM-AaBHO. KupnuuHas Kaagka mocta
NoTeMHeJ1a OT BPeMeHH, H MOCT BeCb 3apoC MIOIOM. Buusy
MOCT MpOpe3aJiH YeThbipe HH3KHe apKH C Y3KHMH OTBEPCTHSIMH
A5 BOJOCTOKA. BHaHO 6blj0, YTO N0 Bepxa apkH OT BOAHOH
NOBEPXHOCTH OCTaBaJOCh PAaCCTOSIHHE CAHTHMETPOB B TPH-
nuatb. Koraa noaxa nogowana K Mocty, Opex onsiTb CHpbIrHy
Ha [HO, HO 3TO GblIO yXe JHIuHee. JIOJAKa MArKO KOCHyJach
YCTOEB M, MPHKABIIKHCh GOPTOM K LIEHTPaJbHOMY BOJOCTOKY,
OCTaHOBHJIaCh.

Opex MOJIOXKHJ TepefHHe Janbl Ha HU3KHA GOpT, OCTO-
POXKHO BBIMJISIHYJ H TOmbiTajNcsA paccmotpertb Geper. Ilepe-
NPLITHYTb Ha Hero GblJIO HEBO3MOXKHO: Geper Gbll A/ 3TOrO
CJIHLIKOM KPYT. 3aapaB rosioBy, Opex mocMoTpes Ha KHpPIHY-
HYIO CTeHy, NOAHHMAaBLIYIOCS Haj MPOJIETOM: 3leCh Ha yPOBHe
€ro MOpAbl Hajl NapaneToM BO3BbILIAJACh IV1aiKasi KPHIIHYHAS
KJajika, Ha KOTOPYIO KPOJNHKaM Toxe GblJIO He B306paThCsl.

— Yro nenatb, CMmopoauHa? — cnpocua Opex.— Tl Hac
Ha 3Ty IUTYKY MOCajHJ, FOBOPH, KaK Terepb C Hee C/1e3Tb?

— He 3narto, Opex-pa! M3 Bcero, 4To MHe mpeacTaBJsi-
JIOCb, 3TO CaMblii HeoGbIKHOBEHHbI KoHell myTH. Ckopee
BCEro MnpHAaeTcs MIbTb K Gepery,— cka3as CMopoauHa.

— Ilabite? — nepecnpocusn  Cepe6pucTblii.— MHe 310
KaK-To He yJbl6aercA. Barasiun Ha 3ty kpyTu3Hy! Bro6asok
TeyeHHe CHeceT Hac moA apky!

Opex nonbiTajcs 3arisHyTb B OTBepcTHe apkd. TeMHblit
TyHHeJb Obll He JUIMHHee CaMoi JIOAKH, H MOBEPXHOCTb
B HeM KasaJacb riafkod. Tam He Topuasio HHKAKHX KaMHei,
H MecTa MeXIy CBOIOM apKH H NOBEPXHOCTbIO BOAbI GbIIO
JOCTaTOYHO J[ASl TOro, YTOGbl MJBBYLUMA Yepe3 TyHHeJb
KPOJIUK MOT HepXKaTb Haj BOJOH rojoBy. OfHaKo He BHAHO
6bIJIO, YTO HAXOLHMTCS MO Ty CTOPOHY MOcTa. 3a apkoit Opex
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BHIEJ JHIb BOAY, OTPAaXkalollhecss B HeH 3eJleHble JIHCTbS
H JieTsiluHe GPLI3rH NOXAS. YHbLIOE 3XO MOBTOPSJIO B BOAO-
CTOKe 3BYK MaJaloluX KaneJb. 3BOHKHi IyM, pa3iaBaBILHii-
Csl MOA MOCTOM, HEMOXOXHH Ha 3BYKH, KOTOpble KPOJIHKH
MPHBLIKJH CAbIIIATh B CBOHX 3€MJISIHBIX TYHHeJsX, HCmyras
Opexa.

C napanera Ha Hero ymaju KamiH Roxas: sto Kuxap
OTPSIXHBaJ CBOM Mepbs.

— Bor u koHeu! BoJblue He xaath! ITabITh! — cKasan oH.

— Kak xe nam no6patbcss g0 Gepera? — CIpOCHJ ero
Opex.

Kuxap yausuacs:

— CoG6aka nJaBaTb, Kpbica MJiaBaTh, a Bbl — HeT?

— Mbl MOXeM NpOmIbITh HeGOJIblIoe PacCTOsiHHE, HO
3lech HaM He BoliGpaTbesi Ha Geper! Kpome Toro, Mbl He 3HaeM,
YTO 3a MecTa TaM, C JPYroi CTOpPOHb apKu!

— Tam xopouo! BuiGeperech! — cka3san Kuxap.

Opex 3aaymancsi. Urto crenoBajio moj 3THM NMOHHMATb?
Benp Kuxap He kposnk! Kuxap »xuser Ha Bosbiwoii Bone,
rie eule crpaiiHedf, yeM Ha peke. Ilioxo 3Has KpoJmnumii
s13bIK, Knxap o6bluHO OrpaHHYHBAJICA MPOCTEHIIHMH cooblLie-
HusiMH. Opex OTJHYHO MOHHMaJ, YTo B IiyGuHe aywH Kuxap
He MOT He Mpe3HpaTb MX: KPOJHKH JOJ/KHBI GblIH Ka3aTbes
eMy POGKHMH H GECNIOMOLLHBIMH IOMOCENaMH, He YMeloLHMH
snetaTb. CyMeJl JIH OH OLEHHTb 3Ty PeKy C KPONHUbeH TOUKH
3peHHsi? 3HAaUWJH JIH €ro CJoBa, YTO 33 MOCTOM JIEXHT
CMOKOMHAA peKa C MoJoruM GeperoM, Ha KOTOPBIH KPOJHKH
cyMmeioT BbiGpaTthe? Moxxer GbiTh, Kuxap xores, 4ToGbl OHH
MOAHATYKHJNCh M BBITIOJIHWIH To, YTo Anasi camoro Kuxapa
He MPeACTaBJAJNO HH MaJeiiero Tpyaa? 1o GblIO, NOXKaMyH,
BepHee...

Opex ocmorpescs. CepeGpucThbiii BblIH3bIBaJ Jloxmauy
nieyo, CMOpOAHHA, HepPBHHUasl, XOAMJ IO NepeKaanuHe,
H BHIHO GBLJIO, YTO €ro Tep3aloT TaKHe Xe COMHeHHs. Bre-
3anHo Opex ycablluiaj CBepXy NMPOH3HTEJNbHbIH KPHK:

— Mapk! Yeprosnl kposuku! ToJky — HH Ha rpouw!
Cwmorpn!

Kuxap Heyk/ioxe CNpbirHyJ ¢ Hoca JoakH B Boay. Cuas
B BOJe HanojoGHe NHKOH YTKH, OH MOMJBLI MO TEYEHHIO
B Iy6HHY apKH M HCYe3 B TyHHese. 3arJsiHyB B OTBEPCTHe
apku, Ha doHe cBeryioro He6a Opex yBHIeJ TeMHble oyepTa-
HH rosioBel mabiBymlero Kuxapa. Kuxap: BbinaB  Ha
SIPKHIl CBET, MOBEPHYJ1 B CTOPOHY H HCYe3 H3 BHAY.

— To, uto Kuxap ynabii, HaM Huuero He aaet! — 3a-
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siun CmopomuHa, ctydya 3y6amu.— OH Mor B3jeTeTb Ha
Bo3ayx! Moxer GbiTb, OH JOCTaeT A0 AHA CBOHMH MeEpPENoH-
4aTblMH Janamu!

Kuxap BHOBb MOAIBHJICSA Ha MapaneTte Haj MX roJOBaMH.

— Tenepb Thi! — KOPOTKO CKa3aJs OH.

Opex HHKaK He MOl PeIUHTbCA NpbIrHYTb BHM3. [lpen-
BOJIMTE/IA1 KPOJIMKOB OXBaTWJ1 GecrmpenesbHbiii cTpax. JTa
y»KacHasi aBaHTIOpa Gbliia Bbllie ero cui. OH CMOTKHYJ/ICS Ha
CKOJIb3KOH JI0CKe M yBHAes psanom c co6oit ITartoro.

— $1 noitny Bmecto Te6si, Opex! — THXO MpoLUenTas OH.

ToToBsiCb MpLICHYTb BHH3, OH YXKe€ NOCTaBHJ MepelHHe
Janbl Ha Kpai 6oprta. BHe3anHo ofHa M3 KPOJIbYUMX CTYKHYy.J1a
Jano# no aHy, H Bce 3amepsiu. [locablwagnuch npu6aIHKa0-
lMecst Ward, M BOGJAM3M pa3fajucb JIOACKHE roJoca.
BerpetuB ucnyrauHbiit B3rasn Xaisentau, Opex oTBeTHa eil
FPO3HBIM B3r/IAIOM, Beel AywWwo# »Kesast, 4yTo6 OHA XpaHHaa
MoJI4aHHe.

Tyt oH nouyBCTBOBaJ, YTO roJOCa CTalH MOHEMHOTY
yaanatbea. JlOAM NepeluIH MOCT M [aXe He 3arfaHyJIH
yepe3 napanet! CKOpo WIarH HX COBCEM 3aTHXJH.

— Peuwerno! — ckasan Opex.— [abiTe! Beem mabiTh!
3a mHo#, Kosokosbunk! Kaxercs:, Tel X0Tes1 CTaTb BOASTHBIM
KpoJiMKoM!

Opex nojoiuen K GOPTy, HO TYT 0GHAPYXKHJI PSAOM ¢ cOGO#
T'opulouka.

— Ckopee, Opex-pa! — NporoBopuJs TOT, HEPBHO Aep-
rasicb U apoxa.— $1 uay ¢ ToGoii!

3akpsiB ri1a3a, Opex cBanuics yepe3 GOpT NpsIMO B BOIY
H TOYYBCTBOBaJ, YTO €ro TOTYAC MOAXBATHJIO XOJIOLHOE Te-
yenue. EMy nokasajocb, 6YATO €ro HeceT CHJbHbIN H Gec-
wymHblit Betep. [lepenyraBiunch, oH Hayasn 6OpOTbCsi C Te-
YyeHHeM, TOAHAJ ToJIoBy M rayGOKO B3JOXHYJ, llapanasi Kor-
TIMM HEPOBHbI/i KHPINHY, MOKPLITHIA BOLOH. 3aTeM TyHHeJb
KOHYHJICSI, MPaK CMEHHJICSl CBETOM, H OH YBHJeJ HaJl roJioBoi
HeGo M 3eqeHylo JucTBY. Bapaxrtasich, OH ABHHYJCA Bhepen
H OGHapyXHJ, YTO MOJ3eT MO XHAKOH rpsasn. Uepes MrHo-
BeHHe OH BbIGpa/CA Ha CKOJMb3KHH Geper, 3aablXasich, He-
CKOJIbKO MHHYT NpoJieXKasl ¢ 3aKPbiThIMH I/1a3aMH, a 3aTeM
BbHITEp MOpAy W OTKpbl1 raasa. ToTuac ke o ysugen lop-
wouka. [ToxpuIThiii ¢ HOr OO rOJIOBBl TPsA3bi0, KaK MIaCThi-
peM, TOT ToXe BhIGHpaJcA Ha Geper.

BHOBb MOJHBI yBePEHHOCTH B ce6e M 4yBCTBYS panoCT-
Holil ncabem cua, Opex noanons k Tlopuouky mnoGauxe.
YceBuinch Bo3Je KycTa BepGeiiHHKa, OHH OCMOTPesH PeYHOH
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npoctop. 3a MocToM paccTusajcs pas3aus. Ilo ero Geperam
rycTo poCAM Jieca M KyCTapHUKH. [IHO peKH NOKpbiBaan
HJ ¥ rpa3b, B KOTOPOH 06a HAIUMX KPOJHKA, BbIMOJ3asA Ha
Geper, npojeJjanH ase riay6oKHX Gopo3abl.

— Muabiit crapuna Kuxap! — Bockankuyn Opex, pa-
JOCTHO OKH/BIBAs B3TJIAAOM Cbipble, HO MYCThIHHBIE MPOCTOPbI
BOKPYr.— 51 HoJKeH bl eMy Gosiblue AOBEpATH!

TyT ewe OAMH KPOJHMK BbiMublA H3-noa MocTta. Caens
3a TeM, Kak OH GopeTcsl C TeueHHeM, KPYTsCb B BOJMHaX, Kak
MyXa B NayTHHe, OHH 06a pelM/H, YTo OH ToHeT. OmHaKo,
MOYYBCTBOBaB MOA HOraMH MOYBY, KPOJIMK BbiGpanca H3
6eicTpuHbl. OHHM yBHAEAH, uTO 3TO BaskaBap. [Tono6Ho uM, OH,
oGeccHJ/IeHHbIH, CBaJH/ICA Ha GOK, 3aTeM OTKAlLJIAJCA, €ro
BbIPBAJIO, H OH YyCe/icsi Ha mecke.

— Hy, xax Tb, XHB H 310poB? — cnpocun Opex.

— DBosee nan MeHee! A MHOro JH Aesl OCTaJoCh HaMm
Ha ceronHsi, ¢3p? 51 oueHb ycran! — ckasan BaskaBap.

— Tlouemy Tl Ha CBOil CTpaXx H pHCK GPOCHJCS B BOAY
BC/ea 32 HaMH? A BApYr Mbl 6bl noru6au?

— § cablwan npukas, cap! — ckasan Baskasap.

— Hy, y Hac HHKTO TaK peTHBO He NMOBHHYeTCS NMpHKa3am!
Moxanyh, Mbl mnoKakemcsi Te6e HeMHOro pacxjasiGaHHOM
koMnanueil! A rae Bce npyrue? — cnpocua Opex.

— MHe noka3asnocb, OHH HeMHOro GOsiTC,— CKasaJ
Baskasap.

— Hapo ToponuTtbes, noka eme yto-HMGYIb He CTpsAC-
snock! Kak UM nepesaTb, YTO MULITL coBceM 6€30MacHO?

— Ecan a He owmn6aioch, ¢3p, HYXHO MPOCTO NepeilTH
Ha Ty CTOpPoHy MocTa. PaspewnTte ucnonHaTb, cap?

Opex 6bi1 B 3amewartenbctBe. OH 3Han o Buskasape
TOJIbKO TO, YTO TOT — MOKPHLITHIH no3opom 3dpadaHckui
apecraut. [lpuToM GeaHsira TOJbKO YTO NpPH3HAJCH, YTO
oueHb ycraj. Opexy c/iegoBaJio no3aGoTHTbCA O COGCTBEH-
Hoit penyTauuu! .

— $1 nay c ToGoit! — ckasan ou.— A Tbl, Xnao-py, ocra-
Baiica 3pech! Cnenu 3a pekoit! Ceiiuac oHH OOMH 33 APYTHM
HayHYT K TeGe BbIMJBIBATbH!

Opex u BaskaBap ¢ TpymoM BbIGpPajsHCh Ha KPYTH3HY
NOA MOKPLIMH OT JOX/IS KyCTaMH H, OCTOPOXXHO BHII/ITHYB
M3-3a BbICOKOH TpaBbl, MOJOLLIH K Kpaio MocTa. Beper noutn
OTBECHO YXOIMJ BHH3 C ABYXMEeTPOBOH BbiCOTHI.

BaskaBap Ge3 kosie6anuii ToTyac ke nonoas BHH3. Opex
OCTOPOXXHO NocaenoBan 32 HUM. JIoaKa ¢ KPONHKaMH CTOA/IA
HeBJaJsieKe, NOCPeaH NJaByyero Kambilla H BOAOPOC/eEH.
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— Jpysbsa! — 3akpuuan Opex.— [libiBUTe B TyHHesb
npsivo noa mocrom! CHauana Beaute kpoabuhx! Jla mo-
JKHMBeHi: CIOfla MOTYT BEPHYTbCS Jioau!

OnyBaHYHK HEMEAJEHHO MpPBITHYJ B BOAY C HOCA JIOAKH,
3a HHM nocienoBas BepoHHKa, HO Koraa Bcjel 3a HHMH
co6upajcs npbirhyth IlsaTeili, CepeGpucTbiii yaepxaJa ero.

— Ecsin Bce ymIbIBYT, KPOJbYHXH OCTaHYTCA ONHH!

— Ilyctb Thaeitnn oTaacT UM NpHKa3 NAbITE! — BMewwaJcs
Baskasap.

Jloxmay Bce elle Jiexas B Boje Ha nHe Joakd. Koraa
CepeGpHCTBIi TKHYJCA B HEr0 HOCOM, OH MOAHAJ TOJIOBY
H YAHBJIEHHO OCMOTPeEJCS.

— Ox, pebsata! — cka3an od.— §I crpaiwHo 3amepa!

C 3THMH caoBamu JIoxMay ¢ TPYJAOM MOAHAJICA HAa HOTH.
W3 paHbl Ha ero nuieye XJblHYyJ1a KpoBb. XpoMmasi, OH MoAoLLe
K NepeK/JalnHe W BJe3 Ha JIOCKY.

— Caywartb moit npukas, Xaitsenrau! Ilpbiraiite B Boay
MoOAHHOYKe, 4TOGBl B BOJE He nouapanatbh APYyr Apyra,—
TPOMKO OGBSIBHJI OH.

XoTsl KOe-KTO HeMeLJIeHHO OTKJHKHYJICS Ha MpH3biB JloX-
Maua, GoJbllasi 4aCTb KPOJNbYMX Oblla TaK M3My4eHa, uTo
MHOTHE OCTaJIHChb CHAETb B JIOAKE M TYNO IsiJe/H Ha BOJYy.
Xok6ut, Xenynp u Kosokosbunk nepe6pasiuch yepe3 G6opT
H MOTalUMJIH KPOJMbYHX 3a COGOMH.

Bblio coBceM TeMHO, HacTynuaa yxé o¢y-HHne, korma
Jloxmau B conpoBoxzaeHHH CepeGpHCTOro MOCIeNHHM MAPO-
wibia noa moctoM. OH ¢ GOJbLIHM TPYAOM HEpXKajcs Ha
nJaBy U MepeBepHYJICA B BOJe GDIOXOM KBepXy, KaK H3Jbi-
xaouwas pbi6a. TeuenHe OTAILM/IO €ro 10 OTMEJH, H MpH
noanepxke Cepe6pucTOro OH Koe-KaK MOJAHAJCA Ha Jafbl.
OunHako KOrfa K HeMy Ha nomolpb noabexan Opex, Jloxmau
pe3ko OTGpHJ ero B CBOeil MpexHeil rpyGoBaToil MaHepe.

— Tlpoub ¢ poporu! — 3apbiuan oH.

Bui6paBuinch Ha Geper, OH TAXEJO B3LOXHYJ:

— Ceituac f-3aBaJllocb cnaTth, H, coxpahu Te6s Ppuc,
He B3fyMail MeHs GyauTtb, Opex!

— Buauwb, KakoBbl y Hac mopsgouku! — cka3san Opex
BbiTapaliMBiueMy riasa bBiskasapy.— CKopo u Thl CTaHellb
y Hac TakKuM Xe HaxajoM. A Temepb nouuiem cebe cyxoe
MeCTeYKO M MOMbiTaeMc 3aCHYTb!

Kak OH H OXHuIaJ, NMOYTH BCE CyXOe MPOCTPAHCTBO Ha
6epery OblIO 3aHATO TPyNNaMH CNAWMX KpoJukos. [locre
npofo/KHTeNbHbIX MonckoB Opex ¢ Baskapapom Hawx fo-
BaJleHHOe [epeBo, Y KOTOPOro ¢ OfHOro 60Ka oTolwJa Kopa.
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OHH 3an0A31H NOA KOPY, YCTPOHJIHCb B TJaAKOM H3OTHYTOM
JI0OXKe H HeMeIJIEHHO 3aCHYJH.

OTpsany Heo6XoAHMO ObINO OCTAHOBHTLCA rie-HUGYab Ha
HECKOJIbKO AiHe#, 4To6bl nepenoxHyTb. Hamo 6bino aath Jlox-
mauy okpenHyTb. ITopa 6blo TaKXe 4aTb OTABIX YCTa/biM
KPOJIHYBHM JIanaM H NPHYYHTb KPOJbYHX K XKH3HH BHE KOJIO-
HHH. Opex GBLICTPO MOHsJ, YTO TOT Geper, K KOTOPOMY OHH
NPHYaAJH/IH, HerocTenpuumeH. XoTA pacTylluil B H306GH/IHH
KyCTapHHK H BbICOKas TpaBa J1aBa/jii KPOJHKAaM YKpbITHe,
31ech GblIO CAHWKOM Cbipo. Bro6GaBox BGaH3M mpoxoauaa
OXHBJeHHaa jopora. I'ne-To 3a moseM ¢ WyMOM CHOBaJH
XPYAyAHJH, OCTaB/AAA 3a co60i 3anax GeH3HHa.

Opex peLuu, YTO €AHHCTBEHHbIH YHOGHbIH NyTh K YoTep-
IUHTICKOMY XOJIMy BeleT Ha ceBep, uepe3 MocT. Beas octo-
pOXKHylo pa3Beaky MecTHocTH, Opex u Jloxmau Bblje3nu Ha
TPaBAHUCTYIO TPOMMHKY W yBuaenn Kuxapa, oGupasuero
YJHTOK ¢ KycTa 60JIMroJ0Ba.

— W Bot Bl n06binM Mamaw! Bce uypecHo, mucrep
Opex? ToJabKO Clofa BOT-BOT npuayT Joan! Yro menats? —
cnpocun Opexa Kuxap.

— Mul nofinem B CBOIO KOJIOHHIO!

— A s — k Bosmbwoit Bone! Ho 3umoit Ha Bousbuwoit
Boae — wrtopMbl u xoson! Toraa s K BaM — nMocMOTpeTb
Kak Bbl )HBeTe!

— Mui Bce Bpema Gynem te6s xnatb, noporoit Kuxap! —
BOCK/IHKHYN Jloxmau.— [lpunetait nockopeii!

— [a, na! Ilpuneyy u Hanyraio MaMall H MaJjblile,
BCeX KposibyaT-JoXxmauar!

PackpuiB Kpbiniba, Kuxap noansscs B Bosnyx. OH mpo-
JieTe]l Haj NapaneToM MOCTa, MOBEPHYJ BJEBO H cAeaas
KPYr Hal caMbIMH roJioBaMH KpoJaHkoB. [ToTom, uaaae cBoi
XPHNJIbIH KPHK, noJeten Ha lor. Jloxmau u Opex cieauan
3a TeM, KaK OH NOHEMHOTY CTaHOBHTCS BCe MEHblle H HaKOHeLl
COBCEM HCYe3aeT 3a JepeBbSIMH.

— Jletn, netn, Gonbwasa ntuua! — NporoBOpHJ, B3NOX-
HyB, Jloxmau.— 3Haelwb, MHe NOKa3aJ0Ch, Y4TO A TOXKe MOTy
netath. Xoten 6ol A mosuaath 31y Bosbwyio Boay!

Jloxmau u Opex co6panu cBOH OTPAA H HampaBHJIHCH
Ha ceBep MNpsiMHKOM uepe3 Jjec. EnBa cnenaB HeckoJbko
waros, JIoxMau MOHAJ, YTO He CMOXeT NpoHTH GoJbluioe
paccrosinne. PaHa ero cuabHO Gonena, H BHAHO GblO, 4TO
NJeYo He BbIAEPXKHT GoJbloit Harpydku. Opex Toxe xpomai,
a KpOJIbYMXH, MPH BCEM MX XKEJNaHHH, He MOIJIH CMPaBHTbCA
C TPYAHOCTAIMH, KOTOPble OGLIYHO MEPeHOCAT XaeccHan. Tyt
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BaskaBapy He oauH pa3 npeacTaBHIICA CaydYai MOKas3aTh, 4TO
OH HemaJioro cToHT. Bckope Opex MOHSAJ, YTO HAa HETrO MOXHO
noJiaraTbCsl HHYYTh He MeHblle, YeM Ha BeTepaHOB OTPsijaa.
Y BuskaBapa 0Ka3a/JloCb MHOXECTBO JOCTOHHCTB, O KOTOPBIX
BHayaJe HMKTO He nojo3pepas. Peuwns yBectn Buskasapa
u3 ddpadl, Jloxmau pyKOBOACTBOBAJCH JHIIb YyBCTBOM
cocTpajaHusi. Bckope, oaHaKo, OGHapyXHJOCb, YTO eC/H
He YHHXXaTb NOCTOMHCTBO BisskaBapa, To OH okaxeTcs Ha
roJIOBY Bbillle CPeIHEro KpoJiHKa.

Haxonsice cefiuac Ha cBo6oge cpean CBOMX AOGPOAYUIHBIX
HOBBIX Jpy3eil, BnskaBap BCMOMHHJ, YTO Gbl1 OMbBITHBIM
3dpadaHCKuM pa3BeNUHKOM, H DELIH/ HCMOJb30BaTh CBOH
3HaHUA Ha Mosib3y oTpsiny. Oco6eHHO 3TO KacaJsoch pa3BeaKH
MECTHOCTH, H3yYEeHHS! CJIeJOB HJIH TPEBOXKHBIX PHMET B JieCy.
Opex, Bcerja OXOTHO MPHHHMABIUHIA PasyMHble COBETHI, Ha-
Ya/l BHHMAaTe/IbHO MpPHCJYLIMBATBCA K €ro CJIOBaM.

Mpoitas B 1Ba HJK TPH AHSA AONTHI MyTb M MO HECKOJbKY
pa3 OTCHXMBAfiCb B YKPbITHH, KPOJHKH MONOLIIH HAaKOHeL
K Jecy. OTpsill pacnoJIoXHJCH B POLUKLE, PacTylieH Ha He-
Gosbiiom xosme. IMocne yxxuHa Kosokosnbunk u BepoHuka
MPe/IONKHIH BbIPHITh HOPHl H OTAOXHYTb B HHX JEHEK HJIH
nBa. Opex ¢ J1erkocTbio faJjl Ha 3TO COrJiacHe, HO BHE3alHO
HaTOMIKHYJ/ICA Ha compoTHBJeHue [lsToro.

— KoHeuHo, OTAbIX HUKOMY Gbl He MOBPEAHJ, HO MOYeEMy-
TO MHe 3JleCb o4yeHb He no ceGe, Opeiuek,— cka3an IATbIA.

— Mensi Te6e yGexaaTb He MNPHAETCH, HO OCTaJbHbIX
He YroBOPHTb NBHHYTbCS B NyTb. B Hopax-To 6yner Ges-
onacHo, Kak Thl Aymaewsb? Beib no xposiMubeit nociosuue:

CnpsiubCsl B HOPKe 104 3eMJell —
Bymews gosro Thl XuBOit!

— B aToM ecTb non1s cMblcna!l — 3aayMunBo ckasaa [ls-
Thlit.— B KOHLle KOHLOB, KPO/HYbE# NPHPOJE H B CAMOM JeJle
NPOTHBHO [JeHb 32 [HEM M HOYb 3a HOYbIO HIATH Brepen
MaplueBbIM Liarom!

Tem BpemeHeM BsiskaBap u OayBaHUHK 1O COGCTBEHHOH
WHULHATHBE TMpPEeANpPHHSAJIH pa3BefblBaTe/IbHblii MOXOA MO
OKpeCTHOCTAM. Y3HaB 0 npejnoxeHun KoJioKosibyHka ocra-
HOBHTbCAl Ha HouJler, BiskaBap pelunTe/sIbHO BOCPOTHBHJICH
3TOH HAee.

— 3pecb HH B KOeM cjyuyae HeJb3s ocTaBaTbesi, Opex-
pa! — ropsiyo 3anportectoBan oH.— Hu onun Bosbwoit Iat-
py/b He pa36Gua 6bl 3mech GuByaka! drta polwa — cTpaHa
smcu! Hago nath Bnepe, noka He cremHedo!
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Y Jloxmaua Becb JeHb HbLIO paHeHOe MJeYyo, H ero oxBa-
THAa caaboctb. EMy nokasasoch, uto BaskaBap 3a uyxoit
cyeT BbiCcTaBJAsieTCA yMHHKOM. ECJin oH Bo3bMeT B criope Bepx,
KpOJIMKaM MpHAETCs, HeB3Hpas Ha yCTaJOCTb, HATH Brepen,
MoKa OHH He N06GepyTCs RO YAOBJIETBOPHTEbHOrO no 3¢pa-
tdaHCKHM MepkaM MecTa. Tam 6yleT HHYyTb He GesonacHee,
yeM B 3TOi poule, Ho 3aTo BaskaBap ceirpaet poab myaporo
coBeTyHKa, yGeperiuero oTpan ot Jucuu! Her, Jloxmauy
Hajoeno, uto bBJi3kaBap Bce BpeMs LUErojsieT CBOEH Bbl-
yuko#t s¢ppadanckoro passeaunka! Hano 6bi10 okasatbh emy
JOJKHBIA oTnop!

— B mo6Go#t xonmMHCTOH MECTHOCTH Bcerna BOASITCS JH-
cHubl! — pasnpaxeHnHo oGopBan oH BaskaBapa.— Ilouemy
3Ta poula nokasajacb Te6e UapCTBOM JHCHU?

— Ha Takue Bompocbl Henb3st AaTh TOYHOTO oTBeTa!
Onxako s y6exxaeH B 3ToM! — CKpOMHO oTBeTHa Buakasap.

— Ax, oH y6exneH! A Bumen N Tbl NUCbH Caenbl? YK
He HaroBODHJIM JIH TeGe BCe 3TH TVIYNOCTH 3eJIeHble MbILIKH,
YTO CHAAT NMOA NOTaHKOH, pacrneBasi NeCEHKH?

BaskaBap 61 rayGoko ysassien. Yk ¢ Jloxmauom-To,
KOTOPOTO OH YBaX<aJ, eMy COBCeM He XOTesJochb 3aBOAHTb
ccopy.

— Hert, 7 He BHAAN HN MOMeTa, HH C/ENOB, HO 5 yBepeH,
4TO B TaKOH MeCTHOCTH 6poaaT aucuubl. Hac tak yunau
B pa3BelbiBaTeJbHOM OTpsiie! — C rOpsYHOCTBIO yTBepXKAaJ
BnskaBap.— IIpHTOM pbITbE HOp — OUYeHb LIYMHOE 3aHs-
THe! — H3BUHSAIOLHMCA TOHOM NPHGaBHJ OH.— U HOBble HOpHI
oyeHb 3aMeTHbl!

— He crouso Bui3Boasith BaskaBapa u3 ddpadel, uTo6h
3/1eCb BCe BpeMsl pyraThcsi! — BMelwascs B pasropop Opex.—
Mocaywaii, BaskaBap! — ob6paTtniacs oH K 3adpadaHuy.—
Mo Bceit BepOATHOCTH, Thl MpaB: OCTaBasich 3[eCh, Mbl Koe-
yeM pHcKyeM. Ho B nmyTu Mbl ewie MHOro pa3s 6yaem moasep-
raTbCsl PHCKy, a ceduac BCe TaK YCTajH, YTO MNPHAETCH
0CTaTbCsl B 3TOM pollle Ha mapy AHei!

Bckope nocJie 3axoaa COTHUA KPOJIHKH BbIPBLIH HECKOJIbKO
Hop. Mocne Hounera mox 3emJeit Bce B caMoM fesie OTIHYHO
OTAOXHY/H. BnioTh 10 caMoro Beyepa B OTPsle COXPaHAJIOCH
npasaHnyHoe HacTpoeHuwe. Jlama Opexa mnepecTtaja HbITb,
H ngaxe Jloxmau mouyBcTBOBa/ ce6s GOAPEIM H 310POBBIM,
KaK GYATO OH HHKOrAa H He GbiBan B D¢pade. Mamyuennnie
KPOJIHKH, [0 TOTO NMOpaKaBllHe cBoeil Xyn060#, BAPYr CIOBHO
MOMOJHENH.

Ha cnenpyoltee yTpo Ha cuabdaeii co6pannch ropasao
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no3aHee o6biunoro. Besinn nerkuit BeTepok. KosoKo/bUKK Bbi-
6paJsicsi U3 HOpbl MOCJENHHM, TMOHIOXaJ BO3AYX H KIATBEHHO
3aBepH MPUCYTCTBYIOUIMX, YTO BeTep HeceT ¢ co6Oi OTuet-
JIHBbIH KpOJHYMH 3anax.

— HagepHoe, 310 OcTpoaucT nogaer Ham H3aaseka
curHan! — npeanosoxua KoJoKoJbYHK M Beceso  3amed:

3a NanbHHM XOJNMOM BO3HHK
Jlpy3eii oTaa/NeHHbIX KPHK...

Mbel 3nech! Mbl BeeM Kposbuux!
IMo npaBae, HeT XH3HH Ge3 HHX.
CeMbH HeT — Tak NMPOCTO XOTb BOii!
Ypa! Haw Jloxmau — ceepxrepoii!
Mbl ¢ yecTblo Wwaraem AOMoii!

— Tak pany#ics, KPOJHK, H Noi! — 3aKOHUYHJ 3Ty HMNpPO-
Bu3auuio Opex.

— A MoxerT, Cl0fa AOHOCHTCA 3anax Hawux Besoit Kaw-
ki 1 Konub? — npeanosioxusi KosoKonbumk.

— Ox yx st Konna n Kawka! Hy uto 310 3a KpoJb-
yuxu? [omauiHue! Cefiuac OHH, HaBepHOe, OKPEMJIH H CTaJH
6biCTpee Ha HOry, HO OHH HHKOTJa He CTaHyT TAaKHMH, Kak
Kpoaukd Hauwel mnopoabl! — 3ametnan Jloxmau.— Kauka
GOHTCA OTOHTH OT HOPBI BO BpeMms cuJ/bdies, a 3ppadaHcKue
KPOJIbUHXH XOAAT MOBCIORY Ge3 oxpaHbl W 310poBo Geraiot!
B3rasind-ka Ha 3THX ABYyX oco6 Ha ckJoHe! OHu ceiiyac
CuacT/MBbI, KaK HuKoraa!.. Ppuc BeauKuil! A 3To elle 4To 3a
siBNeHHe?

Poixkasi, noxoxas Ha co6aKy TeHb 6eCLUYMHO, KaK MOJIHHS,
BbICKOYH/1IA H3-33 KyCTOB OpeLIHHKa, CXBaTH/a OJHY H3 KPOJib-
4uX 32 rOpJIO H B OJHO MIHOBEHHe CKpblnach u3 Buly. Tem
BpeMeHeM BeTep MOBEPHYJ, M MO JyXKalike pa3HeccA pe3Kui
3anax JMCHUBI.

CpepKas 6e/IbIMH MOAXBOCTbSIMH, BCE KPOJIMKH, KaK OIMH,
6poCHAHCL B YKpbITHE.

Opex 6e3 NpoBOJIOYEK CO3BaJ BeCb KPOJHUHMH OTpAL,
H, 6eCropsiio4HO MOCTPOHBIUHCh, KPOJHMKH Pe3BO MOCKaKaJH
BIOJIb MOJIS C CO3peBaloLledl MIUEHHLEH Ha ceBepo-BOCTOK.
Hukro Gosee He 3aroBapuBa/ O MOruGLLeN.

B noJineHb oTpsia nojoiuea BnoTHYIO kK Llesapesy [Tosicy.
JloxmMay TOT4ac ke y3HaJ 3TO MecTo. 3leCb OHH CHAeJH,
KOr[a BrepBble MOBCTPeYasH JIUCY.

— A Belb KposibuHXy nofiMaja Ta camas Jiuca, KoTopas
FHajacbh Toraa 3a MHoi! — ckasan oH. Opexy.— DX, paHblie
6bl MHe 06 3TOM aoraaaTbes!
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— [a Tbl He nepexkuBait! Tol yBen Kpoabunx u3 ddpacdni
M COBepILIM/] OAHH H3 CaMblX B@JHKHX KDPOJHMYbHX NOMABH-
ros! — yrewua ero Opex.— Xopowo euie, 4TO NOKa Mbl
noTeps/iH TOJbKO OAHY KpoJbunxy. Ecnu ceroans mul noa-
Ha)kMeM, TO Kk Beuepy Gynem yxe B Corax! OpHako BOT
ciopnpua! Kto xe 310?

Otpsa Opexa HanpaBAA/CA K FyCTOMY MOXKeBeJbHHKY.
[MoHH3y MOX>KeBeJbHHK 3apoC Kpanueod M AHKHM mnepe-
cTynHeM. Korfa Haluu KpOJHKH, XKesasi BbIHCKaTb MyTb O-
Jerye, Ha MHHYTY OCTAaHOBHJIHCb, Mepef HHMH, CJOBHO H3-
NOA 3eM/H, BLIPOCAH YeTbipe He3HaKOMbIX Kposnnka. Heswa-
KOMLLbl YCeJIHCh B PSiJl Ha BLICOKOM NpPHropKe, MMAAS Ha HaLIHX
MYTHHKOB cBepXy BHH3. CaMmblii 6O/IbLIOA H3 YYXKHX KPOJH-
KOB C M31eBKOH crmpocua:

— Yro X Thl He oTBevaewsb, Taeian? Kro a?

Hacrynuno monuanne. Hakonew Opex ckasan:

— Tlo-Buanmomy, 310 acpadaHubl. 5 BUXKY y HHX MeTKH!
Heyxean 310 3Bepo6oit?

. — Her, 310 kanuran Tlopuuset,— pasnanca 3a ero
cnuHoit rosoc Baskasapa. .

— Ax BoT 310 KTO! — npoTtaHya Opex.— He 3Haio, 6y-
nelWb JU Thl HaM YHHHTb NpenaATcTBHA, [opHuBeT, HO TeGe
Jlyylle BCEro OCTaBHTb Hac B rnokoe. Mbl pa3 M HaBceraa
nokoHunu ¢ doppadoi!

— Ouwnbaewncs! — orBeuan INopuuser.— Kak pa3 Ha-
o6opot! it, Bbl, Kpoabuuxu! [oBopauusaiite B Idpady!
Ja noxwuseii!

B stor MomenT CepeGpuctbiit u )Xenyap nokasanuce
y MOMHOXHA XOJIMa.

— Buanws, Hac 3aecb ouyeHb MHoro! TBoemy oTpsay
¢ HaMH He cnpaBHTbca! — ckasan Topuusety Opex.

Topuupet 3akose6asncs. [lo npasae roBops, OH BnepBbie
B )KH3HM TIOCTYNMHJ HeocMOTpHTeabHO. Koraa oH yBuaen
Jloxmaua u Opexa, TO B OTAa/JeHHH 3a HHMH LK JHWb
BaskaBap u ewe onHa kpoabunxa. CTPacTHO Xesasi npelb-
aBuTb CeHaTy YTO-HHGYAbL CTOsIlLEE, OH PeLIH, UYTO ITHM
H OrpaHHuHBaeTcsi Becb MajeHbKui oTpsa Jloxmaua. Tak
KaK Ha OTKPLITBIX MecTax y 3¢padaHueB G6blIO NPHHATO
XONHTb COMKHYTBIM CTpoeM, To l'opulBeTy He mpHJIO B ro-
0By, 4TO KpoJHKH Jloxmaua pas6exkaiucb B CTOpPOHbl. OH
pelinsl, 4To eMy MNpeACTaBAAETCA OTJIHYHAA BO3MOXHOCTb
HanacTb Ha HeHaBHCTHbIX Taeitan n BiskaBapa M, y6us ux,
OTBECTH KpoJbuyHXx o6paTHo B Ddpady.

IT0 NOKa3asoch eMy HeTPyAHbIM AesioM. FopuuBeT pewna
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He NpATaTbCs B 3acaje, a BCTPETHTbCA C BparaMu JMLOM
K JHlY B HaleXe, YTo OHH caanyTcs Ge3d Gos. Ceityac xe,
BHAA, YTO OTOBCIOAY NapaMH H TPOHKaMH K NPOTHBHHKY
NOAXOAAT HOBblE CHJIbI, OH MOHSAJ, YTO COBEPLUHA OIIHGKY.

Y noAaHoXHs NMpHropka co6paJjics yxKe MOYTH BeCb OTPSA
Opexa.

— Hapeioch, Tenepb Tbl BHAMWb, YTO BaM He CTOHT
BCTynaTbh ¢ Hamu B 6oii! — cka3an Opex, yKa3biBasi Ha CBOIO
apMHio.

— Opex-pa! — 3awentan emy Ha yxo bBaskaBap.—
Henb3st ocTaBisiTb B XKHBbIX HH OAHOrO maTpysbHoro! Onu
JI0JI0XKAT O Hac reHepasny!

Opex 3T0 OGCTOSTE/NILCTBO YUHTBIBAJ, HO, NpeACTaBHB
cefe, 4TO NMPH 3TOM HAYHETCH y)XKacHas GOMHA, B KOTOPOM
ueTBepo 3ppadanues 6ynyT 6yKBabHO Pa30pBaHbl HA YaCTH,
OH He pelHJCA OTAaTb NMpHKasa K Gow. Kpome Toro, on
yyBcTBOBaJ K IOpHuUBeTy HesicHylo cumnatuio. [lputoM oH
coo6pa3ui, YTo B CXBaTKe €ro KPOJHKH TOXe MOTyT nocTpa-
AaTb H KOe-KTO MOXeT MOMJIATHTbCA 3a 3TO XKH3Hblo. Ecan
HauaTb 6GOM, TO K HOYM yXKe He yaactcs po6patbes ao Cor,
a paHeHble GYAyT OCTaBAATbH 3a COGOM KpPOBaBble CJebl.

— He rTporath ux! — TBepao ckasan oH.— Yxoaure!
JKuso! Berom! — ckomanaoBan oH 3¢padaHuam.

TFopuuBeT M ero ToBapHlUK NMOBepHyJH Ha3an, a Opex,
JIOBOJIbHBIA, YTO BCe TaK Xopolo o6ow.ock, BMecTe ¢ Bas-
KaBapoM H JIoXMauOM MyCTHJICA AOTOHATb YiUeAIIero Bnepea
Cepe6pucroro.

Bcex 3aaepuBan auiub BiskaBap. OH Bce BpeMa CKaKasn
nosajau otpsna H Gbin BecbMa BcTpeBoXxeH. Hakonew Opex
peluHs BbIC/IAaTh €ro Bnepes Ha MOHCKH GykoBol pouwu. Bas-
KaBap NMOCKaKa/J B YTPEHHIOIO CTOPOHY TOPH30HTa M BCKOpe
PHICBIO MpHMYaJCs Ha3al.

— Opex-pa, # oueHb G6aM3KO mnogowes K Toil pouue!
lpsiMo y onylikH ABa KPOJNHKA FOHAIOTCA APYr 3a APYrom
no mnouJio!

Opex n OayBaHYMK pe3BO MOCKakKa/JH Bnepel. YBHIeB
poaHylo GykoBylo pouly, Opex 4yTb He NMOAMNPBLIFHYJA OT pa-
poctH. JlncTBa GYKOB cJerka noXejrteja H Koe-rae 6biaa
TpoHyTa G6poH3oil. KpywmnHa n 3emasnnka yXKe HecJuChb
K HaluMM MyTHHKaM HaBCTpeuy.

Koraa nocseanuit 3 kpoankos Opexa CnycTHJCA B HOPY,
CKPLITHO CJieoBaBluKe 3a HUMH oT camoro Llesapesa [osca
adpadaHubl caenann no komanae [opuilBeTa NOBOPOT HaleBO
KPYroM H HanpaBHJHMCb C panoptoMm B Ddpady.
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Hacrynuna camas »xapkasi nopa JeTa: AeHb 3a IHeM
CTosiia 3HOMHAas THIUMHA, KOrJa NO BpeMeHaM KaXeTcs,
YTO BCe 3aCThlJO B HEMOABHXXHOCTH H J[BHTaIOTCS JHLIb
cBeT H TeHH. JIucTBa Ha Gykax noTemMHesa, a Ha Mecre
CbeJeHHOM TpaBbl BbIPOC/IA CBeXasl.

Kosonnsi kponnkoB npoupetasna, Tak yto Opexy ocra-
BaJIOCh JIHILUb FPeThCS Ha COJIHLE, MBIC/JEHHO Nepeunciss Bce
HX poctHxenus. Kak Ha 3emse, Tak M B HOpax YCTaHo-
BHJICA CMOKOMHbIA, HHYEM He TMOTPeBOXEHHbI PHTM Kpo-
JIHYbeH XH3HU: €]1a, PbiTbe HOP H COH NMJIAaHOMEPHO CMEeHSJIH
apyr Apyra. BbijiH BbiKOnaHbl HOBble HOPBI H BefylUHe K HHM
TyHHeJH. Kpo/ib4HXH, KOTOPbIM paHbllie HUKOTAa He NPUXOIH-
JIOCb PbITh HOP, MOMCTHHE HaCJaXAaauch paGoToOi.

lllecTHaauaTh KPOJIHKOB H AECATb KPOJBUHX KOJIOHHH
COCTABJISIIK CUACT/IHBYIO KomnaHuio. ITo BpemeHam, pasyme-
€Tcsl, Y HHX CJYYaJIHChb H CTHIYKH, HO CePbe3HbIX CTOJIKHO-
BeHHi He OblBaJIO.

OpHa JHWb MbICIL O MepeApArax, KOTOpble WM HOBe-
JoCb BMeCTe MpeoAoJeTb, JHIIajla ropeud M sifa JoGyio
HauHHaloulylocs ccopy. KosOKOJNBYUHK OAHAMIbI HAMEKHY.JI,
YTO ec/li MOSIBATCH HeNOBOJIbHble, HM Bcerja 6yneT npejo-
CTaBJeHa BO3MOXHOCTb BepHYTbcsi B dpady, u Bce npucyT-
CTBYIOLUHE He MPeMHHY/IH 3TO Y4ecTb.

B oauH mnpekpacHblii Beuep MATEPO HAIWIHX KPOJHKOB
M 4YeTBepPO KPOJbYHX MACJHCb Ha COJIHEYHOH CTOPOHE POLLUH.
ConHue roToBuJoch 3akaTHTbed. )Kapa He cmana, H crosiia
TaKasi THIUHHA, YTO CJAbIIWHO 6bLJIO, KaK JIOWAAH Ha BbirOHe
y epMmbl XKyIOT TpaBy.

— A He nocaywaTtb JH HaM cefiyac cKa3ky? — mpen-
noxun Kosokoabunk.— JlaBait, OayBaHunk, HauuHai! Pac-
CKaXXM HaM O TOM, KaK Tbl UyTb GbLIO He OTCTaJ OT JIOAKH.
Y10, He Xouellb?

— MoxerT, pacckasaTb, KaK Mbl okoJnauuau 3sepoGos?
Her, 5 He BO3bMy Ha ce6fl CMeJIOCTb TaKkoe PacCKa3blBaTb:
3ta TeMa AaA Jloxmaua. [lpuTom B Tako#t Kapkui Beuep
npusiTHee pacckasbiBaTh 3MMHIO0 cka3ky! [locaywafite-ka
cka3ky o Payc6u Byde n ¢ee Bay-Bay!
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JKua aa 6ei1 GoabLiod KPOJIMK H MaJsieHbKHH KpPOJIHK,
H XKHJ fa Gbll Ha CBeTe MOBEJIMTE/b KPOJHKOB DJb-Dxpeitpa.
W Bapyr cTtano Tak XoJIOLZHO, YTO CHer 3aMep3 Ha ycax
Hallero MoBeJHTeNs.

Beuepom, enBa KpacHblit auck ®puca omycruacs 3a ro-
PH30HT B 3eJieHOBaTOM HeGe, dib-Dxpeiipa u ero apyr Pa6-
CKeTT/l CKaKaJM MO Mep3Joit 3eMJle H HaCKOpo XBaTaJjiu Tpa-
BHHKH, UTO6 YTOJHTb roJioi. TpaBa Gbiia Kosoueit H Ges-
BKYCHOH, KaK CeHO, HO 06a crapainch Haectbcsl. OHM TakK
3aMepasii, YTO C TPyAOM 3amoasnu B Hopy. TyT PaGckerts
NpeNoXKH DPHCKHYTb H H06paThCcsi N0 CaMOro GoJbLIOro
oropoja B OKpyre. 9To GblIO ONMACHBIM [€JIOM, MOTOMY YTO
y X03fiHHa oropoja O6blJO PyXbe H OH YacCTO CTpeJsil ro-
ny6Geii U coek, a 3aTeM pa3BeluHBaJ/l HX TYWUKH B CBOEM Capy.

«B oropoze 3noit nec! OH noctpauiHei pyxbs! — ckasan
dab-dxpeitpa, o61yMbIBas noxoa Ha ¢epmy.— Ham npupercs
He CIycKaTb C Hero rsias!»

Co6aky oropoaHuka 3panu Payc6u Byd, n Hago Bam
CKa3aTb, YTO 3TO Obll B BbICLUElH CTeNeHH HEMPHSATHBIA nec
OTTaJIKHBalOLleH BHEWHOCTH. JTOT mec Obl1 OrpOMeH H 10
TOro 3apoc WepcThbio, YTO raa3 He Gbio BHAHO. Pasymeercs,
Payc6u Byd He en oBouilel, MOITOMY MOXHO OblLIO pacCuH-
TeIBaTh Ha TO, YTO, He rOBOPS XyJOro CJI0Ba, OH NO3BOJHT
BpeMsl OT BpeMeHH NapoukKe roJIOAAIOLIHX MONOJb30BaThCH
TO JIHCTOYKOM caJjlaTa, T0 MopKoBouKoii. Ho He TyT-TO GblJ0!
Payc6u Byd roHssn He TOJNbKO MaJjbuHILEK, HO TaKxe KpbIC,
3aiileB, Mbillledl M Ja)e KPOTOB.

Y Payc6u 6bi1a ciaBa 3HaMEHHTOro KpeicosoBa. Xo-
35IMH NOBCIOAY BbicTaBaAa Byda Takum ymHHKOM, 4TO TOT 3a-
Ba)KHHYa/l H B KOHLUE KOHLOB CTaj OTBPATHTE/bHbIM BO-
o6paxkanoil. M3-3a Hero oropoa H 6bl1 BecbMa OMAaCHBIM
MecToM.

Peluns noiiTi Ha pucK, dab-dxpeiipa H PabckeTTa otnpa-
BUJIMCb Yepe3 MoJsi B AepeBHI0. B oropoje oHH yBHAeaH
yesioBeKa, KOTOPbIH, fepxa B 3y6ax ropsilylo NaJjiouky,
cpesaJ psij 3a psloM Mepaaylo Kanycry. Payc6u Byd ymuab-
HO BHJISIJ Y €r0 HOT XBOCTOM H HHOTJia CMELIHO MOANphIrHBaJ.
Harpy3us KoyaHaMH KaKylo-TO IUTYKY C KOJIECHKAMH, Ye/l0oBeK
yBe3 HX B IOM.

«KaK Tbl aymaeiwb: 3aueM OH 3TO JeJaeT?» — CIPOCHJ
P36cketta. «OH XouyeT, YTOGbI HOUBLIO H3 HHX BhIlUe] MO-
po3»,— ckasan Iab-dxpefipa. «Ax, KOrja MOPO3 H3 HHX
BHIZIET, OHM CTaHYT elle Jydlue Ha BKyc! — B340XHya P36-
ckett.— XoTen 6bl i MONPOGOBATb HX TeMJIEHbKHMH!»
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BHe3zanHo Payc6u By¢ yuysan KpoNHKOB H ¢ TABKaHbeM
6pocusicst Ha HUX. OHM elBa YHEC/IH HOTH.

«p-p-pA3Hble MesaKHe TBap-p-p-pH! — phivan Payc6u
Byd.— Kak-kak-Kak Bbl NMOCMeJNH CYHYTb ClOAa CBOH pbi-
pul-poina? Bou! B-B-B-Bon! Bay!» — «Ilomnbtit Heroasit! —
BOCK/AHKHYN dab-dxpeiipa.— He 3Halo, kak 3710 y Hac noay-
uuTcs, HO — kasiHych Ppucom H Hnie! — He ycneer coilTu
3TOT CHer, KakK Mbl CbeMM BCIO HX KanycTy H BIOGAaBOK Bbl-
craBum 3Toro Payc6u aypakom!» — «He caHLIKOM JiH CHIIBHO
CKa3aHo, Xo3fiHH! — 3aMeTHn P36ckeTtn.— Mue  Gyaer
60JIbHO, €CJH Thl NMPOMeHslellb CBOIO TOJIOBY Ha KalyCTHbIi
KouaH!»

BHe3anmHO MHMO HHX NMpPOKaTHJ XPYAYAHJb, Yy KOTOPOro
c3alM packpblicsi 6araxkKHWk. M3 Hero BbiBasHJ/icA naker,
06epHyTbIii 6yMaroi (MOXOXKHe Ha 3TOT MaKeThl JIOAH 4acTo
ocTaBnAOT Ha noasx). Hagesicb, uTo B nakere uto-HHOGYIb
cbecTHoe, P36CKeTT/1 NOHIOXAJ ero, HO B NaKeTe GbiJIO TOJIBKO
Kakoe-To Msco!

«Kakasi makocTb!» — yHbIIO 3ameTHs1 P36ckeTTs, oGHIO-
xaB Msico. OnHako DJb-Dxpeiipa 3aueM-TO yTallHJ MEIIOK
C TOBSIAMHOI B KaHaBy H 3acTaBua P36ckeTTsia 3apbiTh €ro
B 3eMJI0.

IMo nytw nomo#i oHH HaGpeaH Ha CTapyio MOKPHIILKY
LAl KoJlec XPYRYAHJs, BbIOPOLIEHHYIO 3a HeHaJOGHOCTBHIO
B KaHaBy. ITOKpbILIKH HAaNOMHHAIOT OrPOMHble FPHOBI: OHU
TaKHe TJajiKHe W TBepAble, ynpyrhe M KakK GyATO 4eM-TO
Ha6uTbl. OHH OTBPAaTHTENbHO MAXHYT, M €CTb HX HeJb3sl.
_ «OtrpbizeM oT 3TOH WITYKH Kycouek. OH MHe BCKope
noHafo6HTCA!» — cKasaa dib-Ixpeiipa.

Y Ps6ckeTTsia MeNbKHYJa MbIC]b, He CBHXHYJCHA JH ero
X03fIHH, HO OH NpoMoJyas. Belb 3Ta 6bi1a 10BOJILHO BETXOH,
H BCKOpe MM YAaJioCb OTFPbI3Tb OT Hee KyCOK BeJHUHHOMH
C KpOJiHubio ro/1oBy. Kycok 3ToT Gbln OTBpaTHTeNIEH Ha BKYC,
HO DJib-Dxpeiipa yNOpPHO TalUKJ €ero, NOKa HaKOHEL He JOBO-
JIOK 110 KosionuH. Becb Beuep oH mpoBeJsi, OTrpbi3asi OT Kycka
MaJieHbkHe KycoukH. [Tocae nu-®puca o pa3byaun Pabeker-
T/]a H NOKa3aJl €My OCTaBLIMHCH KYCOK.

«CKaXH: Ha 4TO 3TO MOXOXKe C BHAY?» — CMPOCHJ OH.
«9TO CHJIBHO HaNMOMHHaeT YepHblii c06auHii HOC, TOJbKO
cyxoi!» — orBeTusn Pa6ekerTa.

dab-Ixpeiipa, Ka3anoch, OCTaJACH AOBOJEH 3THM OTBETOM
H BCKOpe OTnpaBHJicsi Ha Gokosyio. Ilocne ¢y-Hune, korpa
KPOJIHKaM caMoe BpeMs 3aJjiedb B TeMJble XOAbl, b-Ix-
pefipa Bbie3 H3 HOpbl M Bejesn P36GeckeTTay caepoBaTh 3a
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co6oii. CaM OH TallMa B 3y6ax BbIrPbi3eHHbIH H3 MOKPLILIKH
YepHbIA HOC H COBAJl 3TOT HOC BO BCAIKYIO NMaKOCTb, KOTopas
BCcTpeuasach Ha nyTH. OH OTbICKa/] Kyuy...

— TIlponycth 370,— BMewancs Opex.

— B KoHUe KOHLOB OT D/b-DXpeitpbl Hayaa WATH TaKoi
apomart, uto P36cKeTT/ cTan AepXKaThCl OT HEro B CTOPOH-
ke,— nponosxkan OnyBanunk.— Ho dab-Ixpeiipa crapancs
He AbllwaTh, H €My YAa/0Ch NPOHECTH 3TOT HOC 4O KaHaBbl,
B KOTOpOH Oblla 3aphiTa roBAfMHa. 31ech OH Besesn P36-
CKETTJy BbIPbITb 3aNpATaHHOE MSICO.

Bymara ¢ Msica cBa/iiMsacbh, HO KyCKH TOBSIAMHbI Aepxa-
JIHCb BMECTe, CTAHYTble KaKOH-TO N/eTbio, BPOAe BETKH AMKOH
ThiKBbl. D/b-Dxpefipa Besen GenHsire PaGekeTTay BOJIOYHTB
rOBAJHHY N0 CaMOro KOTTeAXa. JTO GblNO HeJerkoe neJo,
u P36ckeTtn ¢ panocTbio GPOCHJ CBOIO HOLY, €l1Ba OHH
JIOWaH 10 oropoja. 34eCb KPOJHKH Cpa3y 3aMeTHJH, 4YTO
ye/l0BeKa He 6bllo AoMa.

Dnb-dxpeiipa u P36CKeTT1 3arnsiHyiM  CKBO3b  LieJb
B 3a6ope B oropoa. Payc6u Byd, apoxa oT xonoaa, cuaed
Ha JIOPOXKe TaK GJM3KO OT HHX, YTO MOXHO GblJIO BHAETb,
KaK ropat ero rnasa. [leepb Ha KyxHio Gblia Ha 3amnope,
a B CTeHKe Gbl/la BUAHA NbIPA Hal BOJAOCTOKOM. dJb-Dxpeiipa
THxo npowentan: «Payc6n Byg! Payc6u Byo!»

Payc6u BCTan M, OLIETHHHBLIKCH, OCMOTPEJICS.

«KT0o TaM?» — npoJiasia oH.

«O Payc6n Bydp! — nponomxkan ab-Ixpeiipa, nprxas-
wHeb K 3a6opy.— Tl — cuactaupelilunit u3 ncos!» — «Ye-
ro? Kro 310? CmoTpu y MeHs!» — 3apeiuan Payc6u Byd.
«Buumai mue, Besukuit Kpbicosios! 1 — ¢ea Bay-Bay! Mens
nocaana K TeGe BJAaCTHTe/bHHLA UAapCTBa cobGak-NMpHBHIE-
HUit — KoposieBa [lyponec! [laseKo OT CHX MeCT CTOHT ee
poaweG6Hbli yeptor. Ax, Payc6u Byd, ecau 6l Tl XOTb
OJHHM Tr/a3KOM MOT MOBHAAaTh Hale Gorartoe rocyjapcrso,
Thl y3HaJ Gbl BOHCTHHY uygneca! Y Hac MOBCIOAY JieXaT KyuH
OT/IMYHON najajd nepsoro copta. A HaBo3y y Hac, Payc6w,
HaBo3y! O, ¢ KAKHM BOCTOPrOM Tbl HOCHJ/ICAI Gbl TaM, OGHIOXH-
Basi okpecTHocTH! Koposesa [lypomec uTHT B TBOeM JHle
Jyuliero KpbicosioBa Mupa! — npogoskaa dab-Dxpeiipa.—
S Buxy, Thl B cMywenun! Tonofinn no6anxe, Paycou Byd!»

Payc6u nomowen K 3a6opy, a dab-Dxpeiipa, NMPoCyHyB
B lleJb CBOH YepHbI Pe3HHOBLIH HOC, CTal MOBOAHTbL HM
M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. Payc6u mpuHioxaJcs.

«BnaropoaHbiit  KpelcoNOB! — coBceM THXO npoiuentan
Aab-Ixpeiipa.— 1o 11, dea Bay-Bay!»
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3anax, HAywHi OT Dab-DxXpeiipbl, NMPOM3Bes HaKOHel
Ha Payc6u nosxnoe Bnevatnenue. OH npuusnca Geratb mo
NBOPY KPyramH.

«Ax, ¢es Bay-Bay! — nponassn Payc6u By¢, ucxoas
CIIOHOH.— AX, Kakoi OT BaC apHCTOKpaTHueckui 3anax!
51 He own6cesA, 3T0 M B caMOM Jie/le apoMaT NOXJIOH KOLIKH?
A KaKOH HeXHbli OTTEHOK NPHIaeT eMy 3amax TyXJoro
Bep6aioga! O 3Ta pockowb M GraronaTh 3HoiiHoro Bo-
cToKa!»

— A yT0 33 WITYKa 3TOT Bep6aOA? — cnpocua Jloxmay.

— He 3Hal0, HO pacckasuMK, OT KOTOPOro si CJblLIa
3TY HCTOPHIO, FOBOPHJ HMeHHO Tak! — 3aMeTtns OyBaHUMK. —
«O GnaroponHblit mec! — npogo/mKkan dab-dxpeitpa.— Byab
e NOCTOHH MHJIOCTH KopoJesbl! S1 npuHec TeGe moka3aresib-
CTBO ee pacroJIOXEeHHsl, HO Thl TaKXe JOJIKEH MOoABepr-
HYTbCA HcnbiTanuio! Ha najbHeM KOHLE Oropoja JeXut
rpyna rossiiMHbl, HacTosaue# roeaanHel, Payc6n Byd! Msl,
COGaKH-MPH3PaKH, MPHHOCHM BIMOJIHE 3eMHble Aapbl Gaaro-
POLHBIM XXHBOTHBIM Bpofe Te6s! CTynaii — OTBILUH H BKYCH
Haw aap! 51 mocrepery BmecTo TeGsi TBOH OropoAa!»

Xoson 3ase3an Payc6u B camblil XesyNOK, H OH YXKaCHO
XOTes1 Msica, HO XO3fIMH Besiesl eMy CTepedb OrOpod, H OH
Kosie6anca.

«Ax, Tak! — ckasan dab-dxpeiipa,— Yro x! f ynans-
1ocb! B cocenwneii nepesHe xuBeT ewe oauH nec!» — «He
yxonu, ¢es Bay-Bay! 51 Bepio Te6e! 51 Gery!» — mponasa
Payc6u ¥ OrpoMHBIMH CKaYKaMH YCKaKaJ Npoub.

«Hy uTto, x037un? INowau 3a kanycro#? — cnpocua Pa6e-
ketrT.— Hago He 3eBaTb!» — «Yto Thl, P3abckertn! Passe
BO3MOKeH TyT o6MaH! CTeianch! Mbl oxpaHsieM 4yKoi foM!»

Oun ponro xpaau. Hakowen Payc6u Byd Bepnyncs,
o6au3biBast nacTb W yxmblassac. OH mogowen K 3a6opy
u o6GHioXan ero.

«Oropoa uen ¥ HeBpeaum! — o6bsABHA ib-DXxpeiipa.—
$1 mosoXKy KOpoJieBe, YTO Thl OKa3aJici NOCTOHHBLIM €e MH-
noctd. 3aBTpa OHa oTnpaBJsierca Ha Boaumit @Pectnsanb
M mpoe3goM Gyaet 3zech!» — «O ¢es Bay-Bay! — 3aBbin
Payc6u Byp.— 51 p-p-pan! C kakum BocToproM s Gyny
nepen KopoJieBoi mnpecmbikaTbe! Kak yHHeHHO Gyly Ba-
nsTbhes no 3emne! Kak BepHonoananHo 6yny 3aHCKHBaTh!» —
«HaGepuch Tepnenus no 3aBTpal» — cka3dan dab-Dxpeiipa.

Kposiuku cnpsiTann HOC BO3Jie Oropoaa, M HM MPHLIOCH
NOBO3UTbCHA, 4TOGBl Ha [pYrod jeHb CHOBA MOArOTOBHTb
ero ana Payc6n Byda. Y6emuswnch, 4TO XO3siMH Yyled,
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OHH OCTODOXHO MOAOLLIM K 3a6opy. Payc6u Byd rtonrancs
B3aj H Brepej BO3/ie ABEPH B KyXHIO, a KNy6bl napa BblIeTaJH
y Hero u3 nacti. ExBa Dub-dxpeiipa packpbinl poT, Kak
Payc6u Byd yserca Ha 3eMs0 H 3aCKyJHJ OT BepPHONOA-
JlaHHHYECKOTO BOCTOpra.

«Ee BeJHYeCTBO JIETHT ClOJa Ha KpblLIbsiXx HOuH, Payc6u
By¢! — cxazan dab-dxpefipa, BbICYHYB CBOH Pe3HHOBbIH
HoC.— 3Haelib JH Thl MEPEKPeCTOK Ha AePeBEHCKOM YJH-
ue?» — «Jla, na! — 3aBbi1 Payc6n Byg.— O, paspewnte
MHe NOKa3aTb, KaK f yMelo NOAXaJMMHHuUaTh, Aoporasi des
Bay-Bay!» — «)Kau koposieBy Ha nepekpecTke!» — ckasaJ
dnb-Ixpeiipa. «Yp-p-pal — Bckpuuan Payc6u Byd.— §1 pac-
niacTalch HHl, Kak uepBsik! S 6yny ckynnTb, Kak HHLLMi,
KPHBJATbCS, KaK KODOJIEBCKHH WIyT, KakK... Aypak!» — «3To
TOYHO!» — Bcslel eMy 3aMeTHs DJb-dxpeiipa.

Kak Tosbko Payc6u Byd y6Gexas, duab-dxpeiipa 3y6amu
BbITAIUH/ TPSAMKY H3 Ibipbl MOA BOJOCTOKOM, H KPOJHKH
npo6pannch Ha KyXHiO. B yray Jiexanu orpomHble Kyud
Kanyctbl M penbl. OHH yXe OTTasiJiH, H BOCXHTHTEJbHbIH
3anax MpsiMo BaJuA € HOr. JJb-dxpeiipa u P3Gekerta mo-
CTapaJIHCh BO3HarpauTb ce6s 3a Te JHH, KOTJa HM NMPHUXOIH-
JIOCh €CTb Mep3Jylo TPaBy H APEBECHYIO KOpY.

«3aMeuaTenbHblii NapeHb 3ToT Payc6u, u kakoil mpe-
JaHHbI! — mpo6ypuan dab-dxpeiipa ¢ HaGHTHIM pPTOM.—
IMyctb oH momoxaet KoposieBy noposbuwe! A moka ckyulai
ewe penky, Pa6ekerral»

Ha nepexpectke Payc6u Byd, TpeBOXKHO NpHCAYIIHBASACD,
NOJKHAAJ npHe3ga KoposeBbl [yponec. HakoHeu oH yciibl-
IIaJl Wark, Ho yBbl! 3TO He GbLIH LIark NPH3payHbIX co6aK —
OH pacrno3Ha/ B HHX NoXoaKy xo3siuHa! ITo Tynmoctu cBoeit
OH He Goo6pasu/, 4YTO HajO YApaTh, H BO3BpallaBIUHiHCA
JOMO#H XO3IHH CXBAaTHJ €ro 3a OLUeHHHK.

Payc6u Byd c caMmbiM raynbiM BHAOM Hayas' OGHIOXH-
BaTh €My HOTH, ThlYacb B HHX HocoM. XO3sIHHY NOKa3asoch,
YTO OH pa3rajajl HaMepeHHsI BEPHOro fca.

«Tol mpuwen MeHs BcTpeyaTb, crapuHa! OTJaHUHBIHR
napeHb!»

Payc6u By¢ nombitancs yau3HyTh, HO XO3SHH B3fJ €ro
Ha MOBOJOK M yBes NOMOii.

Dnb-Dxpelipa He 0XKHIaJ, YTO OHH TaK CKOPO BEpHYTCS.
OH 1e/10BMTO HAaUMHSJICA KaNyCTOH M YCJbILIAJ WArH, TOJbKO
KOrja moBepHyJach ABepHasi 3aaBHXKa. O6a KpoJuKa enBa
ycrneaH HbIpHYTb MOA rpyly kKop3uH. Y Payc6u Byda 6bin
BeCcbMa YHblabl BHA. OH He JiasiJl H AajKke He MOuysi 3anmaxa
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KPOJIMKOB, XOTA 3TOT 3alaX BHTaJ NO KyXHe, 3a6HBas 3anax
ropsilMX ApOB H KaanoBoi. OH yjierca Ha CBOIO MOACTHJKY,
a XO3fIHH 3aHAJICA NPHIOTOBJIEHHEM KaKOro-TO 3e/bsl.

Aub-Dxpefipa PelHJ YJIYYHTb MHHYTKY, KOTrZa MOXHO
GyleT IOpPKHYTb B AbIpKYy B cTeHe. OLHaKo, HamyCTHB AbIMY
U3 GeJIoit NMaJIOYKH M MONUBAs CBOE 3eJbe, XO3SIHH 3aMeTHJ,
YTO H3 AbIPKH THAHET CKBO3HAKOM. K yXacy Kpo/iMKOB, OH
CXBaTHA TPANKY M HAKPeNnKO 3aTKHYJ Ablpy. 3aTeM AOMMJ
CBOE MHTbe M MOLUEJ B CMaJbHIO.

CHauana Payc6u By, noasbiBasi, uapanajcsi B ABepH,
HO 3aTeM yJlercsi Ha NOACTHJIKe BO3/ie OFHA M 3aTHX. JJb-
Oxpeiipa H P36CKeTT THXOHBKO NPOGPaNHCh BAOJb CTEHB
H CpATaJHCh 33 )eJIe3HbIM SLUHKOM NMOA YMbIBaJbHHKOM.

«O Payc6u Byo!» — 3amentan sb-dxpeiipa. Yeabiuas
3HaKoMbIH rosioc, Payc6u HeMmenseHHO BCKOYHJI.

«Tbl a1 3710, dest Bay-Bay!» — Bckpuuan oH. «Kak xaJib,
YTO TeGsi MOCTHrJIO pasouyapoBanue! Thl Tak M He BCTPeTHN
KOpOJIeBbI, MOH ApPYF! — JMlieMepHO MPOTAHYJ Dib-Dxpeiipa
H npu6asui:— OpHako 3To elle noaGeabl! A ceifuac Ham
rpo3ut Hacrosimasi Gema! TBoi X03fMH MOXeT 3a6oJieTb
yymoii!» — «Kakoit yxac! Kak e MHe cnactH ero?» —
c TpeBoroit ocBesoMusca Payc6u. «B kuBoTHOM uapcTBe
Yy Hac ecTb CMepTesbHble Bparu, Ja nopasuT Hx Geaa! Bcex
3/iee KpbICHHBIH Koposb Besnkan! OH GOHMTCA OTKpPHITO BO-
eBaTh C Hallell KOpoJieBOi, HO MOTHXOHbKY KOMHT SIL H ceeT
cTpawHylo 3apa3dy. HenaBucTHbi#t Bennkah nocsan cBOHX
BOJIIIEGHBIX KPbIC JeTaTb Ha TyyaXx H Pa3sHOCHTH udymy!
SI npuwsa npemynpeants TeGsi! IlpaBaa, KpbicHHas 3apasa
AN Te6s He OMacHa, HO OHa MOXeT MOryGHTb TBOEro Xo-
3sinHal» — «UTo XKe MHe penath, dpes Bay-Bay?» — npoBbin
Payc6u By¢. «3apa3y MOXKHO YHHUYTOXHTb KOJAOBCTBOM! —
orBeyaa ib-dxpeilpa.— Eciu co6aka H3 NJIOTH H KPOBH
yeThbIpeX<bl OGEXHT BOKPYr 1OMa, Jias NPH 3TOM H30 BCex
cua, To yapel crudyt! Ho yBu! Beab Thi B3ameptu! 3Hauur,
Bce nponaso!» — «HuuyTb He nponaJjio!» — npoJasa Payc6u.

Tyt Payc6u By cran tak rpoMko JasiTb, YTO H MeDPTBbIi
6bl MPOCHYACA. Yronb BHIBAJIMJICA M3 NeYH, H 3a4POXKaJIM
cTeksa. XO03fMH C TOMOTOM MPOMYAJCH BHH3 MO JIECTHHMLE,
OTKpbIJI OKHO M MPHCAyIWIAJCs, He Je3yT JH B JOM BOPHI.
OpHako H3-3a HempepbiBHOTro Jaf Payc6u HHuero Hesb3s
6bl10 pa3o6paTh. B KOHIE KOHLOB XO3fIHH CXBAaTHJ DYXbe,
pacnaxHys [ABepb H BbICKOUHJ HapyXy. Payc6u Byd c ot-
YasiHHBLIM JIaeM OMpPOMETBIO KHHYJICSl. 332 HHM M nNoMuyaJcs
BOKpYT AOMa.
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«Ckopeit! — kpukHyn Dab-Ixpeitpa Pabekertay.— Be-
KHMM, na noGbictpee ¢den Bay-Bay!»

O6a 6GpocuJauch BO ABOP H CKPBIIHCb B 3apoC/siX Jaspa.
Napnaneka no Hux poHocuauch Jaii Payc6u u mpokastus
ero Xo3siMHa.

«BnaropoaHoe cosmanHe 3ToT Payc6u! — ¢ uyBCTBOM
npousHec Ab-Ixpeiipa.— OH Hac cnac-Taku!»

P

Pannum yTpom Opex pewms npoeeaath, Kak HaeT pa6ota
HaJ HOpPaMH, H yXe co6paJcsi CNyCTHTbCA B XOX, KaK BAPYr
3aMeTHJI, YTO KaKOe-TO KPOXOTHOE CYLIeCTBO KOMOLIKTCS BO3Jie
ero san B TpaBe. IT0 6bl1a Ta Mbllb, KOTOPYIO OH CHac OT
nycresnbru. O6pajoBaHHbI TeM, YTO BHAHT €e XXHBOH-310-
poBoii, Opex ocTaHOBMJCH AJA NpPUATHOH Gecelbl. Y3HaB
€ro, Mbllllb 3arOBOPHJIA, YMbIBas MOPJOYKY JlamaMH:

— Xopowe aux, TenJsie auu! Bam HpapaTtca? Muoro
eapl! Bbl Kyaa-To yXxoausu, HO 3aTeM BepHyJHCb O6paTHO?

— Mbl Tenepb ocTaHeMcsi 3Jecb HaBcerja,— oTBeuas
Opex.

— Xopolwo, Tenepb MHOTO KPOJNHKOB,— 3HA4YHT, TPaBa
6yzneT nokopoue!

— He Bce nu eit paBHO, ANMHHAs TpaBa MJM HeT? —
3aMeTHa Jloxmauy, WMNaBLIKMA HemojaJjeKky MATJMK Hanepe-
roHkn ¢ BaskaBapom.— Mbilin He efsT TpaBbl!

— PasBe Bbl He 3HaeTe, YTO B KOPOTKOM TpaBe HaM
Jerye GeraTb? — CKasasna Mblllb TaKUM (aMHIbSPHBLIM TO-
HOM, 4TOo JloXMau TO/MbKO ylIaMH 3aTpsic OT 3J0CTH.— Bor
y Bac ecTb KOJIOHHSl, H Bbl JieJaeTe /I HaC TPaBy MOKopovue,
a Tenepb, KOraa NPHILIJIH H APyrHe KPOJHKH, GyldeT M BTOpas
KOJIOHHA, H TpaBa GyleT elle Kopouye. A Te, pyrue, Kpos-
KH — BalUH ApYy3bs?

— Jla, na, Bce apy3bsa! — HeTepneanso cka3san Jloxmau,
NOBEPHYBLIHCh K MBIIUH CIHHOM.

— Tne HaxomsATcs 3TH KpoJauku? I'me uX HoBas KoJjo-
HHA? — TPeBOXKHO cnpocua Opex MbILIKY.

Mblub 32BOJIHOBaJIACh H, KaK 3TO Je/1al0T MHOTHE XXHBOT-
Hble ee MOPOJbl, PeliHia FOBOPHTH TOJBKO TO, YTO MOIJIO MO-
HpaBuTbest Opexy.

— MoxeT GbiTb, 3TO COBCEM H He KOJOHHA. 31ecCbh H TaK
MHOTO KPOJIMKOB, H Bbl BCe — HalliH 1py3bsa! Ber MeHs cnacau.
A IpyrHX KPOJIMKOB, MOXeT GbiTb, H HeTy! 3aueM HaM Apyrue
KPOJIHKH?
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Opex HarHyJcsi K MbllUKe H THXO, HO TBepHO CKa3as:

— Tol roBopuub, yT0 Mbl — TBOM ApYy3bsi! Toraa He
6oiicsi M PaccKaXH MHe NMpPO APYrHX KPOJHKOB!

Mbellb OKOHYATeJbHO CMYTHJACh:

— $1 Huuero He BHAesa, HO 6GPaT FOBOPHJ, YTO KaKasi-TO
NTHYKA BHAeNa, KaK MHOrO KPOJIHKOB MpPHLIJIO Ha rpebeHb
xonMa. Moxet GbiTb, 3TO H Henpaspa!

—_ Fne 2Keé 3Ta NTHYKa BHAEA UYYXKHX KpOJlHKOB?

— BpaT roBOPHT, OHH NPHIIH C YTPeHHeH CTOPOHbI
xoJma!

— Cnacu6o! 3To oueHb BakHbie CBeleHHs! — cKasaJ
Opex.— Hy, uto Thl Ha 3T0 ckaxewb? — cnpocua Opex
Jloxmaua.

— TMoaymaewsb! 310 06bluHble CIVIETHH TPaBbl H YJHLbI!
Mbliiuy HaroBopAT Tefe 4ero YroaHo, M KaXabli pa3 mno-
HOBOMY,— ¢bipKHYJ Jloxmau.

— Hapo Bce e JOKONaTbCsi 0 CYTH H CaMHM 3TO Mpo-
BepuTb. Eciin 6bl y MeHst He GoJiesia Hora, st notues Gbl ceifyac
Ha pasBenky! — ckasan Opex.

— 3a6yab Thl 06 3TOM XOTb Ha CerofHs! — MONpocH.
Jloxmau.

— Kro-To noskeHn ToTyac e npoBepuTh cayxu! Jlyuwe
BCero, ecau 310 6yneT onbiTHbIA pa3senuuk. I'ne Octposucr
n Baskasap?

— Jla mbl kak pa3 TyT! — cKasaJa, ‘NOABJIAACL M3-32
KycToB, OCTpOJIHCT.

— Kakue-To KpoJIMKH CTa/H JarepeM Ha yTpeHHeil cTo-
poHe xosnma! BaGeputech BMecTe ¢ BsiskaBapom Ha BeplHHY
M pa3y3Haiite, B yeM Aeso! — ckasan Opex.— Beru Gbictpeit,
Ocrpoaunct! MeHsi 3T0 oueHb 6eCMOKOHT!

Ensa Ocrposuct u BaskaBap ynanauauch, Kak H3-Nnog
3eMJIH BbipoC BepoHHKa. Y Hero 6blJl TOPXKECTBYIOLUMH BHA.
OH orasjesn Bcex NMPHCYTCTBYIOIHX, YTOGbI MOCMOTpPETh, Ka-
Koi 3¢ddekT npousBeseT ero cooblUeHHe, H 3aABHJ:

— Tosnbko uto y Besoit Kauwiku mnosiBusca BbIBOJOK!
Bce uynecHble 310poBble Kposibyata. Lllectepo — Tpu Kposiu-
Ka H TPH KpPOJIbYHXH!

— Hy, HakoHeW-TO y Hac HauHHaeTCs HOpMaJbHasi
KpOJIMubSi XH3Hb! — cKa3an Jloxmau.

— Tenepb Tbl noJXeH Oynellb BOCMHTaTb W3 HOBBIX
KpO/IbYaT HaCTOAILUHX CONAAT AAA Hauweil Ayc/bl,— cKa3aJ
Opex.

— 3710 neno no mHe! — BocKJIMKHYJA Jloxmau.— 51 yxe
npeABKyLWIalo, KaK yBely KOMaHAy HOBOGpaHLEB K ambapy
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H Mbl 11l BO36Y>XXAEHHSA aNneTHTa NOBbIrOHAEM OTTyJa BCeX
kowek! OfHaKo 3[eCb TPaBa XeCTye KOHCKHX BOJOC H Kpy-
yeHo# mpoBoJioku! He cGeraTh i HaM B mosie K NOAHOXHIO
xonMa? Xuse6 yxe CxaJH, H TaM MOXXHO Ha6paTb KOJIOCKOB.
HneM, noka xo3seBa He MOAOXKIJH CTepHIO!

— Hano cHayana y3naTh, Kakue usBectus npuxecyt Oct-
poauct ¢ BaskaBapom,— ckasan Opex.

— Jla BoH onn Geryt! CkauyT nmo camoi nopore W He
3a6otaATcs 06 yKpbiTHH! O@HaKO Kakasi npbiTh!

— Yro-T0 cayunnock,— ckaszan Opex, rasas Ha npu6au-
JKAIOLWHXCS KPOJIHKOB.

Ocrtpoanct u baskaBap Ha npenesibHOM CKOPOCTH JA0-
ckakaau fo Jeca. OHH HeCJHChb TaK, CJIOBHO 32 HHMH Ghlna
norousi. Opex OXHAaJ, YTO Ha CKJIOHe OHH 3aMedAT Oer,
Ho Octpoanct H BaskaBap cpasy e GpOCHAHCH B HOPHI.
B nocneaniolo MuHyTy OCTPOJMCT OCTaHOBH/CSH, OTASIHYJCA
M ABaXXAbl TOMHYA nano#, Baskasap xe ckpolica B 6anxKaii-
weM Xony.

— Croit! — 3akpuyan Opex.— Octpoauct! Otuero Bbl
noaHAAKH TpeBory? He TonmaH Tak cTpaluiHO, He TO KpblllH
3apanatca. CKaXku Jyylie: YTo NpOH30WLIO? ’

— 3apbiBatite  xoapl! — npoxpunea Octpoaunct.— Bee
noa 3emaio, B Hopbl! Henb3s TepATb HH CeKyHAbl!

Y Hero 3akaTH.IMCb rsa3a, a no NOAGOPOAKY CTpyHJach
neHa.

— Yro ke cayyHaoch?

— Toponutecs! Ha xonmax Tonna a¢ppadanuen! — Kpuk-
Hya OcTpoJHCT.

— 3d¢padanues? Berseuos u3 doppadnr?

— Hert. 3necs Topuuset ¢ conpatamu! Mbl HaTONKHY-
auce Ha ero otpan! Hapepnoe, smech cam renepan! Ouu
npuwn otomcTHTh! Hac Bcex nepeGbiot!

— Moxer, 370 npoctoit natpyas! — 3ametua Opex.

— Her, 3to He nartpyan! — otBeyan Octpoanct.— Mol
YYyAJH 3anax M fICHO CJblWAAKH TONOT coTHM nan. CHauana
Mbl MONMBHJIHKCb, YTO fAesiaeT TaKaf Gosblas TOJNA KPOJH-
KOB Ha MyCTBLIHHBIX XO/IMaX, H TYT Hanopoanchk Ha opuuBeta.
Mbi cTONIKHYAHCh ¢ HHM Hoc K Hocy! TyT mo MeHa mowuio,
4yTo BCe 3TO 3HAuuT. Toraa Mbl MOBePHYAH H NPHGABHAH
xoay! O 6blI0 32 HaMH MOTHAJICA, HO, BHAHO, Y HEro He GblIO
NpHKa3a JIOBHTb OJHHOYEK.

— Cap, HyXHO HeMeLNeHHO YXOAHTb H3 KONOHHH! —
ckasan Opexy BuskaBap.— Ilpexne uem ouu ciona noGe-
PYTCSl, Mbl CMOXEM NaJieKo yHTH!
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Opex ocMmoTpe.ics.

— Kro xouet uath — nycrtb uaet! 5 He TPoHycChb ¢ Mecra!
3T0 HalW AOM, Mbl CAMH €ro NMOCTPOMJIH, H TOJIbKO OAHH Ppuc
3HaeT, Yero 3T0 HaM CTOHJIO! — TBepAO CKa3aJj OH.

— $1 Toxe ocraock! — ckasan Jloxmau.— Ecau meHs
xKnaet Yepubiii Kposnuk, To f, noxauayii, saxsauy c co6o#
elule napouky s¢pacdaHnues!

Hactynuio Hemosiroe mMosuanue.

— HyxHo 3akonath xoabl! — ckasan Opex.— Bpsaa au
OHH CyMeIOT LeJylo Helesi0 MpPOCTOATb OCAfO0il HaBepxy.
Boxpyr HHX cpa3sy e co6GepyTcs 3JHJIH.

— He 3naewn Tthi 3¢dpadaHnues! — BMewwancs Buska-
Bap.— MaTb MHe paccKa3biBajla, KaK OHM Hanaiu Ha ee
KosloHHI0! §1 MOMHIO, KaKHe yXachl Tam TBopuauchb! Jlyyiue
6exaTb!

— bBeru, 51 He cTany Te6s yaepxuBaTh! — cka3zan Opex.—
51 ocraioce.

Opex mocmotpes Ha Xaisentniu. OHa cuiena y Bxona
B GOJIbILIYIO HOPY, MPHCJYIUIHBAsICb K pa3roBopy. Xai3eHTau
Jo/XKHa 6bljla CKOPO NMPHHECTH KPOJbYar.

— Pa3spe XaiiseHTn mMoxer Gexartb? Heyxenu Mol 6po-
CHM Xafizentan u Kalwky, cnacas cBoM WKypbI? — Cnpo-

1 Opex.

— Her, Mt ocraemcsi. Hapetocs, ®puc ykpoeT Hac oT
3THX 3c]>pacpaHueB ¢ HX XKyTKHM 3BepoGoem! KuasiHycn, 51 Bce
paBHO He moiiay B D¢pady! — TOpKECTBEHHO NPOH3HeC
3eMJIsTHHKA.

— 3akanbiBaiiTe xoabl! — mpukaszan Opex.

CoJHue 3akaTuioch. Pa6oTas mnepeaHHMH M 3alHHMH
JlanaMH H He jKaJslest KOrTei, KPOJIHKH MPHHS/HCh 3aBaJIHBaTh
xoawl. )Kapkasi noroja crosJia AaBHO, H CTeHBl H NOTOJKH
3aTBeplesu, Kak Kamenb. Hauano okasanoch Heserkum.
Cyxasl, Kak NOpoX, 3eMJsi MOJHOCTbIO He 3aNoJIHAJMA TYyH-
Henieil. CMOpOJHHA MPeAoXHa pa3noMaTh motosnok Cot H,
nojaBasi ChIPYIO 3eMJIIO H3 FAyGHHBI, 3aBaJUTh 3TOH 3eMJeit
xoapbl. TyHHesb, BeylLHii B Jiec, PEILHJIH OCTABHTh OTKPHITHIM.
3zecb Haxoauacs KopuaopuHk Kuxapa u Bce ewe sexan ero
nomet. Opexy NMpHILIO B rosioBy, YTo 3Bepo60i0 HEH3BECTHO
npo To, 4To KuXap HX MOKHHYJ, H OH pacnopsiaujcs, 4To6
nomet pas6pocain Bokpyr. Beoren 3a Tem Opex nopusscs
Ha OTKOC H CTa/J Ha6/ioJaTh 32 TEMHEIOLUHM TOPH3OHTOM.
Haw npeasoauTte/ib KPOJHKOB Gbla 6JM30K K oT4asiHuio. OH
NOHMMaJ, KaK MaJjo y ero Apy3eil LIAHCOB Ha CNaceHHe.
Henb3ast Gbiio paccunThiBaTh Ha TO, UTO 3¢padaHuUbLl HCmy-
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raioTcs aauael U pasberytcsi. ddppadaHubl He CTPALLHIHCH
cMepTH. «OHH, HECOMHEHHO, BBICTOSIT IO KOHLA OCajbl, ec/H
TONbKO He GyJeT YGHT cam 3BepoGoil MJH He MPOH3OHAET
KaKaf-HHGYIb HenpeaBHAeHHasi KaTacTtpoda!» — nomyman
Opex.

A He cnenyeT M eMy MOATH Ha meperoBopel co 3Bepo-
6oem? MoxeT 6biTb, yaacTca ero ype3oHHTb? Urto Obl Tam
HH TOBOPH/IM, CPa)KaTbCA TNpPOTHB TaKuX Goratbiped, Kak
Jloxmau, Cepe6pucThiit Han OCTPOJIHCT, HE MOHECs TsXKeJbiX
notepb, HeBO3MOXHO! [lo/keH ke 3Bepo6oi 3TO MOHATH!
Moxer 6biTh, Opexy Bce e YAACTCsl CKJIOHHTb TreHepaJsa
NPHHATb HOBBLIH NpPOEKT, BLIFOAHBIH M1 06GeHX KOJIOHHI?
IFnaBublit KposK He QosXKeH ymyckaTb MOAOGHOH BO3MOX-
HoctH! OfHaKo 1OBEepATb TaKOM CBHPENOH CKOTHHe, KakK
3BepoGoi, He6naropa3ymuo, ¥ 'naBHbii 06s3aH mofiTH Ha
3TO [eJ0 B OJMHOYKY, He MojBepras CBOHX MNOJAYHHEHHBIX
PHCKy.

O6aymaB Bce, Opex Bephyacsi B CoTbl M pasbickan Jlox-
Maua.

— M#ie npuiercs OTNPaBHTbC Ha NEPeroBOPbi C 3THM
3Bepo6oem,— cka3an Opex.— Ha3nauaio Te6s Ha Bpems
moero orcyTcTBHsi ['aBHbIM KposHKOM KoJOHHH!

— Yro Th, Opex! Kak MoXxHO Tak puckoBaTh! BcTpeua
¢ appadaHLaMH — OnacHoe /es1o, a YK NeperoBopbl...— 3a-
npotectosas Jloxmau.

— $1 o6s13aH BBIAICHHTb HaMepeHHs MPOTHBHHKa! — TBep-
no ckasan Opex.

Uepes MHHYTY OH CNYCTHJCA K TMOAHOXHIO XO/AMa H,
c/nerka npHXpambiBasi, MOCKaKaJ Mo Jopore, no BpeMeHaM
NpHCaXHBasiCb M MNOMHHYTHO OFJSALIBAfiCb B OXHAaHHH
BCTPeuH ¢ 3dpacaHcKuM naTpynem.

4443, Coaga

4
BRBBE « wrgfot

YacTb BJACTH M aBTOpHTeTa 3BepoGosi yniblia BCJen 3a
MI0OCKOAOHKOH B Ty CTpalllHylo rpo3oBylo Houb. [enepan
ocrancsi B Aypakax. OH Tak pacrepsuicsi, cJloBHO Opex u ero
[pY3bsl B3MbIJIH Ha €ro rja3ax B BO3AYX H yMYa/lHCh C BETPOM.

Do¢padanuaM NpuuIOCh HECONOHO XJMe6GaBLUIH MOBEPHYTb
Ha3aj, H OHH 3awaraan B D¢dpady Nod NPOSHBHLIM AONKAEM.
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Tyt reHepas ycablliaJ, Kak OAMH M3 ero o¢HLEpOB mpo-
wenTtaj Apyromy Ha yxo: «Tcapu!» Yrto », BepHO: reHepas
oueneHeJs1, koraa Taeisnu, BaskaBap u Bce KposbuMxu BAPYT
HCYe3H y HHX Ha riasax!

OGaymbiBasi B Ty HOYb MJaH JajbHEMIIHX AEHCTBHI,
3Bepo6oil n0.r0 He Mor 3acHyTb. Ha caeayiowmii neHb oH
co3BaJ/l upesBbluaiiHoe 3acenanue Cenata. OH ckasaj, uto
He BHIHT CMbICJIa B TOM, YTOGbl OTNpaB/ATH B MOrOHIO 3a
Tneitnn HeGoabwoi oTpaa conpar. Pa36uTb NpoTHBHHKa
MOXHO JHMWb KPynHbiMH cHaamMd. Ho oTceliaTh Boiicka
PHCKOBAHHO, YYHTHIBasi, YTO B MX OTCYTCTBHE B KOJIOHHH
CHOBa MOTYT HayaTbCsl BOJIHEHHS.

— $1 porapajcs, rie sdpacdanubl BnepBble CTOJKHYJHCH
¢ Taeiian u ero Ganpoii,— 3asBun 3BepoGoii.— 10 cay-
yusoch B secy y Llesapesa [losica, koraa MaabBa norHaJjcs
3a HHMH M ero pacrepsaja Juca. PaHo uiu Mo3aHO KPOJHKH
Theitnin cHOBa OCTaHOBATCA Ha OTAbIX B Jecy Ilosica.

— Ho B oxunanuu Bpara pa3BefynkaM MPHAETCS PbITh
ceGe yGexulla M CTPOMTb BPeMEHHYIO KOJIOHHIO! — POGKO
3ameTha KpecToBHHK.

— M Bce Xe s HacTauBal0 Ha TOM, YTOG pa3Beq4YHKH
BLIPBIIH HOPHl M Ha BpeMs mocesuauch B 3ToMm Jecy! Ecan
no30p o6HapyxHuT TheitnH, pasBequHKH AO/MXKHbI NMOHAGMIO-
JaTh 32 €ro OTPAAOM M y3HaTh, KyAa OH YBea KPOJIbUHX.
Koraa Mbl HaiimeM MX KoJioHHIO, 51 0o6elialo, 4To 3aiMycb
HMH JIHYHO,— TpoH3Hec 3Bepo6oil, 3106H0 06BoAsl MpHCYT-
CTBYIOLLHX OFPOMHBIMH 6JIeKAbIMH I1a3aMu.— Y x Taeisu-1o
sl COGCTBEHHOPYUYHO YyGblo!

3Bepo6oil cTa] BO rJaBe MEpBOro OTPsila Pa3BeA4YHKOB.
C uumu nowen KpecToBHHK, KOTOPHIi yKa3as To MecTo, rae
ManbBa o6HapyXua cielbl YyxKakoB. B KycTax Ha omyluke
LlesapeBa [losica pa3BeqYHKH BbIKOMAJHM HOPbl H 3aTaHJHCh
B HHX.

IMocne nBYX AHell GeCMIOLHOTrO OXHAAHHA HX Hadeabl
Ha yJauy HeCKOJIbKO MOTYCKHeJH.

IMockosbKy ycnexa y pa3BequHKoB Bce He 6bljo, BCKOpe
B CeHaT noCTYnmu/I0 npelsioXKeHWe CHATb A030p. ['po3Ho
pelua, 3Bepo6oi notpeGoBas, yto6 CeHaT He OYEHb-TO TOPO-
nuacs.

IpoTBHHKH 3Bepo6Osfl 3aCmOpPu/H, H B pe3yJbTaTe
reHepaJl MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO CTOJNKHYJCA C TaKHM YNOPHBbIM
COMpPOTHBJIEHHEM, KaKOrO He BCTPeyas HH Pa3y B IKH3HH.
Tyt B Hopy CenaTa BopBaJjicsi [opuuBeT, 10 CMEPTH yCTaJbif,
H 06bsBHJ, uTO OH noxacteper Tueiinn y Llesapesa [losca.

247



FopHuBeT 10710XHJ, YTO OH TaHKOM Jolle] 3a OTPAAOM
Taeitin [0 KOJIOHHH UyXaKoB. Bpajkeckas KOJIOHHAI MNoKa-
3anace [opruseTy He6O/bLIOH.

STa HOBOCTb Olue/loMHua yieHoB CenaTta. ConpoTHB/IeHHe
NPOTHBHHKOB 3BepoGosi GblNO CJIOMJIEHO, H MHOTHE W3 ero
o¢HUePOB 3aX0Te/IH HeMe IJIEHHO OTNPaBHTbCA B MyTb. OfHaKO
3Bepo6oii pelns He TOPONHTbCA. Ycawiuas, yto [opuuser
JHUOM K JHuy noBcTpedancsi ¢ Taeitnin u BaskaBapowm, on
cKasaJj, YTO c/lefyeT BhIXKAATb, IOKa He ocnaGHeT GaHTeJib-
HOCTb MpOTHBHHKA. 'eHepan coBeplun.s NMPOGHHIA MOXOA 1O
KonoHHH Tuneinn. 30ecb OH OGHAPYXXHJ, YTO MOXHO MOA-
KpacTbcl K GYKOBOH polile COBEpPIUIEHHO He3aMeTHO MJIA KO-
JoHHcTOB. DdpadaHuam cnen0Bao HOUbIO MPHOLITHL HA Yo-
TEPLIHNCKHI XOJM H BHe3aMHO HanmacTb Ha KpoJukoB TuedH.
Bca 3anymakHas 3BepoGoeM onepauusi 6Gblja Gbl MOJIHHe-
HOCHO# M 3aHsna Gbl BCErOo TPH AHA.

Tenepan TBepRO peliHJ He TalUHTb 3a COGOM BCIO Kpo-
AHYblo xpeitpy. OT cnabbix, ¢ TPyAOM MEPEHOCALHX AOJTHE
nepexojbl connat B 6010 He O6yjaeT 0cO60ro TOJKY, H C HHMH
He oGepelbcsi XJ0MOT. JlanbHuil MyTb YpeBaT OMacHOCTSIMH,
a oTCTaBlUHE H ocabeBluMe KPOJHKH ClyXKaT Xopolueil npu-
MaHKOH ANA 3JHJIeH.

PykoBocTBo onepauueit 3pepoGoii B3sa Ha ce6sa. Kax-
IbIA PANOBOH 3HAJ, YTO r/JaBHOKOMaHAYIOIUIHA MPHHHMaeET
yuyactHe B fecaHTe. Ero cosgaTel ropamsiHch TeM, 4YTO
OHH JIy4LlUHe H3 JYYUIHX H CNelHaNbHO OTOGPaHbl H3 KOMaHAbl
OTAHYHLIX GofiuoB. Mx Ha6pasoch To nM ABaguath NATh, TO
AW ABaauaTh ceMb. IlosoBHHY cocTaBaA/H confaThl Aycinl,
a 1pyryio oTo6pajii H3 MHOrooGeilaloiiHX IOHUOB MO peKo-
MeHAauuu opuuepoB WX MeTok. CTapasch npo6yauTb B Goit-
uax Ayx copeBHoBaHHA, 3Bepo6oil O6bABHJ, YTO OTJHYHB-
IIKXCA OXKHAAeT BLICOKas Harpana.

SICHBIM aBryCTOBCKHM YTPOM apMHA BBICTYMHJA B MOXOA.
Sdpadanubl pa3bujanch Ha HeGOJIbIUHE OTPSAbI M Hampa-
BHJIMCb BIOJIb MJeTHell K YoTepwHnckoMmy xoamy. Bckope
nocJsie Hu-PpHca 06HA PYHKHIOCH, YTO KOe-KTO H3 HOBOGpaHuUEB
oTctan, H 3BepoGoil cam nolues Ha MOHCKH oTcTaBwHx. Mx
0Ka3a/loCh BCEro Tpoe, NMpHYEM OAHH H3 HHX MOPaHWA jany
OCKOJIKOM cTeKa1a. 3Bepo6oii npHBeJs BCeX TPOHX K HX OTpAAaM
H OGBABHI MpHBaJ, NpH4YeM caM BcTaa Ha vachl. Co6pas
BCex OcnaGeBIHX B OAHH OTPAJ, 3BepOGOH MPHHAJ HaL HHM
KOMaH10BaHKHe.

Pannnm Beuepom sdpadanusl npobpannch Ha rpebenb
X0/IMa K lory oT ¢epMul. ['eHepas 0TAa/ NPHKa3 NOKOPMHUTBLCA,
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YATH B YKpbITHE M OTABIXaThb N0 3aX0ja CoJHUA. Bokpyr
6bl0  MycThIHHO. TOJIbKO HECKOJIbKO OBCSIHOK M MOJIEBbIX
MbllUeH KOMOWMHJKC Ha COJHLE, NoaGHpas OCTaBlUeecs 3ep-
Ho. Ha xoaM yxe ynana TeHb, KOrAa BHe3alHo npHGexan
lopuuBer H CcOOGLIMA, YTO OH HOC K HOCY BCTPETHJ/CA C
BaskaBapom u Octpoauctom. Tyt 3sepoGoii aan BoJio
CBOEMY THeBY.

— 3aueM Tbl HX He pacTep3an! 3aueM nan HM yiTu! —
3aopan oH.— Tenepb Hawa aTaka He GyneT BHe3amHOii!

O6aymbiBasi C/IOXHBLIEECH MOJNOXKEeHHe, reHepa oGouuen
€BOe BOHCKO, MPOBOJA CMOTP, a TaKxe noaGanpuBas GOWLUOB.

OH nousn, uto wakc noiimath Taeitnn Bpacmiox Gbla
6e33035pa1'|-10 YTepsH.

OcTaBanach HafexAa Ha TO, YTO MPOTHBHHK HACTOJIbKO
Hamyral, YTo caM OTKaxketca oT 6os. 3BepoGoi oGepHyJcs
K MOJIONOMY KPOJIMKY H3 «MeTKH LieH», wHnapemy noG/u-
30CTH TpaBy.

— Caywartb Moo komaHdy, Peneitnnk!

— Ectb, cap!

— Paspiiun kanutana lopuuseta M cKaxH, uTOGb OH
Xaan MeHA y GaHKailiero MoX»KeBeJbHHKa.

Peluns npensapHuTe/ibHO pa3BenaTh, YTO MPOHCXOAHT B KO-
NoHuH, 3Bepo6oii BMecTe ¢ [opuuBeToM 1 PeneifHHKoM BbILIH
Ha rpebeHb Xo/Ma.

— Ecan xpoankn Thaeiian GexalH H3 KOJNOHHH, TO OHH
He ycmean yATH naneko! ToNbKo si yBepeH, YTO OHH OCTa-
JIHCb...— 3aMeTHJI reHepaJ.

B 3TOT MOMeHT NpsAAMO H3 TpaBbl NMepei reHepasioM BHe-
3aMHO BbLIPOC He3HaKOMbH KposHK. OH HH C TOrO HH C cero
yCeJicA NOCpPelH HNOPOXKKH C peliHTe/bHbIM, XOTA H HacTo-
PO’KEHHBIM BHIOM.

— Bbl — resepan  3Bepo6oii? — cnpocua KPOJHK.—
$1 nonkeH ¢ BaMH MepPeroBOPHTD.

— Tol ut0 X, napaamentep ot Tae#nn? — ocBefOMHCA
3Bepo6oit.

— Tae#ian — Mot apyr. Hawm KpoaMKH XOTAT 3HaTh:
YTO BaM OT HaC HYXXHO? — CMPOCHJ KPOJHK.

— YHHUTOXHTb Bac! — npopuiyasn 3Bepoboii.

— 3Tto G6yaeT HeJerkHM genoM! — CKa3aal KpOJHK.—
Janeko He Kax<Abii NpHIIeNWHH clONa BepHeTCA AOMO#!
Bynet ayuiue, eciu Mbl cyMeeM NOrOBOPHTbCA!

— Torpa BOT MOH yc/10BHS,— OTpe3aa 3BepoGoii.— Bep-
HHTEe BCEX KPOJIbYHX, yleawHnX H3 Ddpadsl, 1 nepenaiite MHe
Taeiinu u Baskasapa! Ouu neseptupsi!
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— §1 npuwea ¢ APYrHMH IPefJIOXKEHHIMH, ropasao 6o-
Jlee IPHBJIEKaTe/IbHBIMH NSl 06eHX CTOPOH,— CKa3aJs XpoMoil
KpOJIMK.— ¥ KpOJIHKa Mmapa rJa3, napa ywei H napa Hosapei.
ITycTb ABe HalllM KOJIOHHH CTaHYT TaKOH e APYXKHO# mapoii!
He craHem cpaxaTbcsi, a 3axuBem B coraacuu! Bmecre
MBI laIiM HayaJio HOBOH KOJIOHHH H 3aJI0XKHM ee Ha MoJINyTH
otciona 0 d¢pacbl. Bbl npH 3TOM TO/MLKO BbIMIPbIBaeTe,
Mbl TOXKe He ocTaHeMcsi B Haknage! [laBaiite He Gyaem cco-
puTbecsi! Y KpPOJMHKOB H 6e3 Toro MHoro Bparos! Bor Hauwm
Npe/l/IoKeHH — KakoB GyJeT Ball OTBET?

CoJHle 3aKaThiBasoCh 32 YoTeplHnckuit xoam. I'edepan
OKasaJsicA nepei Heserkum BbiGopom. EMy npexcrosiio mo-
Ka3aTb, Uero OH, B CYLLHOCTH, CTOHT: SIB/SIETCH JIH OH B CAMOM
Ziesie BeIHKHM TOJIKOBOALEM, He JIHLIEHHbIM (aHTa3uH, HJH
OH OGbIYHBIH .THPAH C XHTPOCTbIO 3aypsinHoro nupata? Ha
CeKYHIly eMy OTKpBIJIOCh BeJIHUHE 3aMbiC/ia XPOMOTro KpOJIHKa,
HO OH TOTYAC XKe OTGPOCHJ 3Ty MbIC/Ib KaK Heroauyio. Contue
3alLJI0 3a TY4H, M FeHepaJl OTYeTIMBO YBHAEJ [OPOry, Beay-
wyio B GykoByio pouly. BooGpakeHHe sipKo HapHCOBaJO
eMy KapTHHY KPOBOMPOJHTHOH Pe3HH, KOTOPYIO OH C TaKHM
pBennem moarotous. OH 3aopan:

— He Bam co mHoit Bect Topr! Bosblue pasroBapusath
He 0 uem! Peneiinuk, npukaxn BepGene, nycTb Bener Boiicka
Ha npuctyn!

— A uTo penaTb C 3THM KPOJNHKOM? YOHTb ero? —
cnpocua TopuuBer.

— He Hano! D1o napsaamentep! Ilyctb nepemact Haw
orser Bparam! Jit, Thi! Crynait u ckaxu Taeitsu, uto ecan
oH u BJskaBap, a TakKe BCe KPOJIbYHXH He BblIe3yT yTpPOM
H3 KOJIOHHH MHe HaBCTpedy, TO K 3aBTpaliHeMy HH-Ppucy
s BBIPBY rja3a y BceX BalMX KPOJIHKOB!

XpoMoii KpOJIMK cOGHpaJicsi YTO-TO OTBETHTb, HO 3Be-
po6oit moBepHyJCA K HEMY CNIHHOH M Hayan 06bACHATbL ['opH-
uBeTy MJaH npeicrosiero wrypMa. Hukto Gonee ne o6pa-
WwaJ/ HY MaJedliero BHHMaHHA Ha XPOMOTO KpPOJIHKa, H OH
3aKOBBI/IAJM 0GPATHO MO TOH e Jopore, MO KOTOPOH MpHiues.

Ewe He crycTHJHCb CyMepKH, Koraa s¢dpacaHubl BCTy-
MUK B GYKOBYIO POLLY H OKPYXHJIH KOJIOHHIO. OHH ocMOTpesH
OTKOCBI, MbITAsICh YCTAHOBUTb BEJMYHHY YKPEI/IEHHH H OTbIC-
KaTb Beawke Tyaa Xoabl. OGHapy>XHB MHOXECTBO XONOB Ha
CPaBHHTE/IbHO MaJIOi MJIOLLAAH, OHH PACTEPAJHCb H PeLUHJIH,
4TO MOJ 3eMJeil CIpATaNOCh MHOXKECTBO BParoB.

Tpu BHe3amHo pa3jaBiueMcA KpHKe uubuca mapa ps-
Z0BbIX O6paTHAach B GercTso, Tak YTO o¢HUEepaM MPHLIJIOCH
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CHJIOH BepHYTb MX B CTpoi. Buaumo, pacckas o ToMm, Kak
Tne#nn BO Bpems rpo3bl Bbi3Bas GoJbluyio Geqyio NMTHLY, He
NoTepAJ XKHBOCTH OT TOFO, YTO €r0 MHOTO pa3 MnepecKasbiBaJH
B Hopax Do¢padhl.

3BepoGoii Besen I'opuuBeTy BbICTaBHTh YacoBblX, a Bep-
GeHe ¥ KpecToBHHKY NpHKa3aJ 3aHATHCSA 3aKPbITBIMH X043 MH.

JKenas mokasaTtb cBOWM cosaatam npumep, KpectoBuuk
OTBa/HJ/l OT XOJa Ha OTKoce puixayio 3emuo. IlpopuiBas ee,
noao6HO MJYry, H 3aBA3HYB B 3eMJIe, KaK MyXa B pacTasiBlueM
Ha cosnHue Macne, KpectoBHHK BApYr npsiMo mepea coGoit
o6Hapyxua BiskaBapa, KOTOPbIil MTHOBEHHO MOTPY3HJ pe3Libl
eMmy B Luelo.

He nMes BO3MOXXHOCTH HCMOJB30BaTh CBOE MpeHMylle-
cTBO B Bece, KpecToBHHK BOMMA M OTGMBaJICS JlamamH, Kak
ymen, Ho BaskaBap He orctynan. Hakoneu BaskaBap Bbiniiio-
HYJ1 H30 PTa LUePCTb H OTCKOYHJ B CTOPOHY, BLICTaBHB Brie-
pen KOrTH nepeiHHX san, Ho KpecToBHHK yXe moBepHy.cs
CMUHON U yJeneTbiBaJ.

3BepoGoii MOHA, YTO, WITYPMYsi OGOPOHSIEMbIE XOAbl, 3a-
XBaTHTb KOJIOHHIO GyneT odyeHb TpyAHo. LllaHchl Ha ycmex
3HAUMTENIbHO MOBBILIAJNKCH, €ClH Obl €ro COJAaThl CyMeJH
caMH OTPHITb ONHH-BA X0Ja M GbICTPO B HHX CNYCTHTHCH.
Opnnako reHepan COMHeBaJICS, YTO MOCJe MEPBbIX HEYAauHbIX
MOMBITOK €ro KPOJIHKH OTBAaXaTC Ha LUTYPM.

Korna B3owna ayna, oH nomossan [opuusera, uToGbi
06rOBOPHTD MoJIOXKeHHe. [OpHILBET NONMPOCTY NPeNJIOKH ANH-
TeIbHYI0 OCajlly KOJIOHHH. B KoHLe KOHLOB Bpar cpacrcs,
BbIHY X IeHHbIH Ha 3To rosiogoM. Onnako 3Bepo6oii cpasy xe
¢ nocanoit oteepr 3ToT naaH. OH MOHMMAJ, YTO JIHIIb TPOM-
Kasi no6eia Haj BpParoM MOXeT BOCCTAHOBHTb €ro penyTauuio!
Honras ocana 6blia Obl JHUIb CKPOMHBIM JOCTHIKEHHEM.

— Tlocsie TOro KaKk Mbl 3aXBaTHJIH KOJIOHHIO BO3Jie POLUH
Hatan n 6oit NOAXOAMJ K KOHL, HAalUH NMPOTHBHHKH 3anep-
Jucb B MasieHbKOH Hope,— cKasasa 3BepoGoil.— §1 Besiesn Hx
106HTD, @ caM noBes1 MiieHHbIX B Ddppady. Kro ux npukonunn
M KakK 3TO 6blJ0 caenaHo? — cnpocun 3BepoGoit Topuiusera.

— DTOT NOABHI COBEPIUHJ MOKOHHBIH KanuTaH MaJbBsa.
Cpenn Hac ecTb ero conpathl! — ckasan [opuuser.

— Haiitu koro-uu6Gyab M3 HHX! — MpHKa3asa reHepaJ.

TopuuBeT BbI3Bas H3 CTPOS TAKENOro KPOJHKa MO HMEHH
JKentyxa. TOT HHKaK He MOT B3fiTb B TOJIK, YTO OT HEro Tpe-
6yercst. B koHLe KOHUOB OH BCIIOMHHJ, 4TO NpH ocane Hatiu
KanuTaH ManbBa NpHKasas MPOPHITh B KOJOHHH TYHHEJb,
OTBECHO HAYLIHI BHH3, NOCJE Yero 3em/A MOA HHMH pas3-
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Bep3Jjiach H BCe OHH CBAJIMJIHCb BHH3 Ha BpaXKeCKHX coJiiaT.
Te Gblan 3axBauyeHb! BPACIJIOX H MEPeGHTHI.

— Tak Hajo MOCTYNHTb M cefivac! — CKa3aJ reHepas.—
Ecan Hawu conmaThl BHIPOIOT TYHHeJb, Mbl mpo6beM ceGe
nyTb B KOJIOHHIO ellle 10 paccBeta! BhicTaBb y BXOLOB 4aco-
BbIX — H 3a jeJo!

Bckope ykpoiBiunecsi B CoTax 06GHTaTeNH KOJIOHHH YCJbl-
WaJj¥, 4TO HeMmpHsiTe]b Hayas puiTh mnoakon. KosmoHucTsi
3aMeTH/IM, YTO paboThl Besauch B ABYX MecTax. OcoGeHHO
aKTHBHO Bpar AeficTBoBas Yy ceBepHo# ctopohbl CoT, TaM,
rie KOpHH 06pa3oBaJsiH HenmpoxoAumbiil csox. Bropoit xonm
Bpar HauaJs pbiTh y-camoro kynosa Cort, Tam, rie 3ana Gblia
pasjie/leHa Ha 3aKOYJKH M XOMbl. 32 3THMHM XOAaMH CKphIBa-
JIHCb CMasbHble HOPbI, H B OMHOH M3 HHX,yCT/JAaHHOH MeXoM,
BbILUHMAHHBIM C €€ XKHBOTA, JieXaJ/la Ha Ky4e TPaBbl H JIHCTbEB
Benass Kawka, npucbinanHas AJs 6e30MacHOCTH 3eMJeit
BMeCTe C ee CJadKO CNSLUIMMH KPOJbYyaTaMH.

— Kaxercs, HenpusTe/Nio NpHULIOCH PbITh moikon! —
cka3aa Opex.— IlycTb Bparu 3aTynsiT CBOH KOFTH H BbIGBIOT-
cst u3 cua! Urto Thl Ha 3To ckaxewb, CMopoanHa?

— DBoiocb, yto HaM oT 3TOrO He Jerye! — orBeuyan Cmo-
poanHa.— KoHeuHo, y ceBepHOro KoHua pbiTh TAXeJ0. Tam
MHOTO yKperJleHHH, ¥ 3eMJIEKONIOB HaJ0J/Iro 3aJep>KaT KOPHH.
A BOT B 10XKHOM yray 3aJjbl pa6oTa MoiaeT CNOPO, H OHH
0 Hac GblCTpo AoKomaloTcs! ,

Pa6otbl mpomosikKa/MCh, H IUYM CTal JOHOCHTbCA H3
I0)KHOTO yrJa oueHb oTyeTnHBO. Opex MOUyBCTBOBAJ, YTO
MaJio-NoMaJsly ero OcCakAEeHHbIX Apy3edl OXBaTbiBaeT yxkac.

— Ouu Hac 3a6epyT B Ddpady, H TaM B MOJNHLUHH...—
npoluentasna ofHa MoJonas KpoJbuHxa Ha yxo CeCyCHHHaH.

— 3amouaun! — onepuyna ee Xaisentan.— Hawu kpo-
JIMKH TaynocTelt He Goatalot! 51 cyacTaMBa, YTO MHe yAa/och
xoTsi 6bl Monpo6oBaTh 3AELUHEH KH3HH!

Opex u Jloxmau OLEHHJH 3TH MYXKECTBEHHble CJIOBa.
B temHoTe Jloxmau Hocom norepcs o nieyo Opexa u npuxan
Jpyra K CTeHe 3aJibl.

— OHu ¢ HaMH elle He MOKOHYMJH, Aajeko Het! Korna
Kpbllla 06BasuTCA, Bpark nosedyt B COTbl € 10XKHOrO KOHLA.
IlycTb Bce KPOMHMKH CNpsiuyTCsl B CMaJsibHble HOPbl C ceBep-
HOM CTOPOHBI M 3apOIOT M3HYTPH MAYyLIME K HHM XOMbl,—
nocosetoBasn Jloxmau.— Torza Bpaxeckasm onepauusi CHo-
Ba copsetcs!

— 3TO NOMOXeT HaM JIHLIb NPOTAHYTb HEMHOTO MOAOJIb-
we,— ckasaa Opex.
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— A Korja OHM NOMBLITAIOTCA MPOPBAaTbCA B ChajbHble
HOpbI, i C Mapoykoi apysed 6polwych MM Hanepepes! —
06baBHA Jloxmay.

IMonss, uto Jloxmau C HeTeprneHHeM JKAeT HanaleHus
s¢pacanues, Opex nouyBCTBOBaJ KaKylo-TO CTPaHHylO 3a-
BHCTb. JIOXMay 1 B caMOM JeJie pPeLIHJ MOoKa3aTb, HA YTO OH
cnoco6eH. Beanane)XHOCTb HX NOJIOXKEHHS He Kasajacb eMmy
CTO/b OYEBHIHOH, a JOHOCHBIUMHCA [0 HHX WYM O6yaua
Mbicab JloxMaua JHIUL B OLHOM HanpaB/ieHHH: KakK 6bl no-
1OpOXe NpOoiaTh CBOIO XH3Hb. Pa6oTa Morna 3aHATb OCaX-
ZEHHBIX W TeM CaMbiM paccesTb MOJYAJHBbIA yXac, pacnpo-
CTpaHHBWHACA no KosoHud. Opex pewua mnocseaoBaTh
cosery Jloxmaua.

— Oranuno! — cka3san oH.— [lpuroTosb 3BepoGoio Ten-
Abiit npueM. BceM ocTaibHBIM cyliaTh NMPHKa3: yKpenasii-
Te cnaJjibHble HOphI!

Jloxmau o6bsciun CepeGpuctomy u Octpoaucty, rae
HayaTh O0GOpOHHble paGoTbl, a Opex mocaan Bepouuky Ha
noct kK cesepHomy KoHuy CoT M Benes BecTH HaGaiofeHHe
3a HenmpHsATe/NEM.

— OCHOBHbIe CTeHbl JIOMaTh OMACHO, Ha HHX HEPKHTCA
kpbiwa! — 3ametun OcTpoaucr.

— He Hapo ux Tporath! — ckasan Jloxmau.— 3aBasiuTe
TONbKO TOHKHE CTeHKH, BelyllHe B CnasibHble HOpbl. B cnaijb-
HAX NOJKHA 3aTaHThcA BCA xpeipa! Masnuwkom semsn 3a-
NOJIHHM MyCTOTY MeXJy KOJIOHHaMH, U TaKuM 06pa3oM nepea
BparoM BbIpacTeT CNJOWIHAA cTeHa!

Mocne Bo3spaluenus u3 dopacbl Jloxmay 3aHAN B KO-
JIOHHH BbLICOKOE MECTO rJaBHOKOMaHAaylollero. Buas, uto ux
60€eBO KOMaHAHP He MOTePAJ NPHCYTCTBHA NyXa, KOJOHHCTHI
f0CTapaJuch MOAaBUTh CTPAaX H C YCepPAHeM BLIMOAHAJH €ro
npukasanus. OHH pacWHpPHIH CnajibHble HOPbl H BbIrpeGJH
MSATKYIO 3eMJ1i0, 3aBa/iHB elo Xxoabl, BeaywHe B Cotnl. Korna
pa6oTa moaxoausia K KoHuy, Beponnka o6baBHA, yYTO Bpar
noueMy-To MPeKPaTHA PbIThb MOAKON B ceBepHoit yactu Cor.

Opex npouen 3a BepoHuKo# Ha MOCT H npuceJs, NpuHcay-
wuBasicb. B camom gaese, wyma noakona GoJee Gbl10 He
cabiwHo. Boaspawasce B Cotbl, Opex ysumen Kpywuny,
KOTOpBIi OXPaHAJ BbIXOA M3 €AHHCTBEHHOTO OCTaBLIErOCH
He3aBasieHHbIM Kopuiopa Kuxapa.

— Te6e MOHATHO, YTO MPOHCXOAHT HABEPXY? — CMPOCHA
Kpywuny Opex.— d¢padaHubl NOHAAH, YTO y CBOJA HaXo-
ASITCA KOPHH, H 6pocuan pabothl. Tenmepb OHM Bce BMecTe
Ha4yHYT pacKanblBaTh I0XHbIH yroa!
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— bBoiock, uto Thl He owmnbaelbcs! — ckaszan Kpyum-
Ha.— A MOMHHMWb, KaK Ha Hac HanajH Kpbickl B ambape?
Toraa mbl cnacauce GerctBom! Ha 3ToT pas Ham Tak Jierko
He oTaenaTbcs! OGHAHO BCe e MOrHGHYTb NocJe BCeEro,
4yero Mbl JOGHJHCB!

«Yro cranerca ¢ KpywuHoii k 3aBTpaiuneMy Hu-Ppucy,—
noayman Opex,— ¢ yecTHeHlMM H GnaroposHeiiwum Kpy-
wxHo#!» A on cam, Opex, K ueMy MPHBEJNH BCE €ro0 MyApbie
npoekthl? Heyxenn ero apy3bsi npeonoJiesin Bce TPYAHOCTH
TOJIBKO AJIA TOro, 4to6bl MOrHGHYTb OT KOrTeil reHepatia
3BepoGos? Her, oHH He 3acayXHBalOT MOAOGHOM yuacTu!
He k TakoMy KOHly AOJ/KHa BbIBECTH HX Ta XHTpasi Tpona,
KoTopo# oHM uwun! Ho kak 3amepxatb 3pepoGos? B riy-
6une aywn Opex 3Has, YTO HM HeT chaceHHs!

Kpax-kpax-kpax — Bce 6/HKe CAbILIAJCA WIYM OT KOrTel
a¢ppadanuen. [Tpoxoas norpyxenHyio Bo Tbmy 3aay, Opex
HaTOJIKHYJ/ICSl Ha KaKOro-TO KpoJiHKa, 6e3MOJIBHO 3aTaHBLre-
rocsi y BHOBb BO3BeleHHOM cTeHbl. OH OCTaHOBHJCA H MO-
HI0XaJ/l BO3ayX. D10 Gbla [laThiit.

— Tlouemy Tbl He paGoTaelib? — ¢ TPeBOroH CHPOCHJ
Opex.

— §1 caywaro.

— Caywaels, KaK polOT noaxon?

— Hert! §1 neiTalock ycabilaTe TO, YEro Bbl He CblLIMTE!
Tonbko A mouTH pasyunsacs caywate. [lajaior JucTeA...
91 yxoxy, Opex, yxoxy, s nanamo!..

OH npo6opMOTaJ 4YTO-TO elle U 3aTHX. Opex HaKJIOHHJCA
Han IATbiM, Tporasi HOCOM €ro BSJIbIH GOK.

— Xouaoaxo! — wenran Iateit.— Kak, kak, kak xonoxn-
Ho... Kak, Kak...

Hactynuao monuanue.

— Tatolit! Ounuce, IMatwiit! — Bckpuuan Opex.

W3 ycr IsToro BHe3anHo BbIpBAJCA YyAOBHIUHBLIA BOil.
Yeabilwas ero, KOJOHHCTBI MOACKOYHJIH OT yKaca. ITo He Gbla
rojioc Kposuka! OH 6bl1 MOXOXK Ha BOM COGaKH.

— T'p-psiHbie  Menkue TBap-p-pu! — Bonua [laTeiit. —
Kak, KaK, Kak nocMmen Bbl CyHyTb CiOla CBOM pbi-pblna?
BoH otciona! Bou! Bay, Bay!

3anpixasich U neprasich, JIoxmau npopaJcsi B 3aJy uepe3
Kyuy 3eMJIH.

— Paau ®Ppuca, 3acrasb [latoro 3amosuath, Opex! —
npoxpunes oH.— He To Mbl Bce coitzem ¢ yma!

Jpoxa ot crpaxa, Opex Kortamu mouapanana Gox Ils-
Toro, HO TIATHIA yXe JeXas B TAXKEIOM 3a0biThH.
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B namsatn Opexa BHe3aNHO 3aKWBa/lH Ha BeTpy 3e/ieHble
BeTBH. Kasazoch, uTo-10 cKpbiBaeTcs 32 Humu! OH nouyBCTBO-
BaJ CBeXHii 3amax BoAbl U cTpax. Ha MHHYTY OH coBeplIeHHO
AICHO yBHJe/N B CyMpauHOM pacCBeTe MaJsieHbKYIO Ky4yKy Kpo-
JMKOB Ha Gepery pyubsi. OHH NPHC/TYILWBAJHCh K J1al0 CO6aKH
M K KPHKY COiikW, paspaiouiemycs u3-3a Jeca... «<Ha TBoeM
MecTe sl He cTan 6bl AOXKHAaTbeA HH-Ppuca. 51 6bl nowen
HeMelneHHo. B secy Gosbwas co6aka, copBaBliascs
¢ uenu!..»

BeTep Ay, AepeBbsi TPAC/AH MHPHALaMH JHCTbeB... Bapyr
pyueit nponaJ... Opex BHOBb oka3aacs B Corax. OH cros
B TeMHOTe psifoM ¢ JIOXMauoM Hald HEMOABHXXHBIM TeJOM
MsaTtoro. Llapananbe cBepxy cTa/no rpoMye M Kak GyATO NMpH-
GJIH3HJIOCD.

Buesan#o Opexy cTa/lo sICHO, KaK pa3oriaTb 0CaXXaalo-
WHX H CMACTH KOJIOHHIO.

— Jloxmau! TTososu OpyBanunka u CmopoauHy. Ilyctb
ceffyac xe 6eryT K Bbixony u3 KuxapoBoii HOpbl! — cKa3aJ OH.

Y raaBHOrO XOia Ha CBOEM MOCTY MNO-NpeXXHeMy CTOsAJ
Kpywuna. Korna pasnancsa ponsib Ilsitoro, on He TpoHyJscs
C MecTa, HO Y Hero yyallleHHO 3a6HJ/I0Ch CepaLe.

Cwmopoaunna, OnyBanunk u Jloxmau GblH yXKe y camoro
BbIXOJA.

— $1 Koe-uTo MpHAYMalJ, HO y MEHA HeT BPEeMeHH A
o6bsicHeHni,— cka3an Opex.— [lopora Kaxpas cekyHpa!
OnysaHunk  Cmopoauta! Bernte no xo/my Mexnay Aepesbsi-
MH, a 3aTeM CNyCTHTecb K nosisim. Hu 3a uto He ocTaHaBJH-
pafitech! [lomoxxaute MeHs Ha noJe! Ecan Bparu Bce-Taku
ciofla BOPBYTCS, CTOH HacMepTb, Jloxmau! A mHe cam Iib-
Oxpeiipa MoAcKasas, Kak CNacTH Hally KOJOHHIO!

— Kyna xe BH Hanpasaserech, Opex? — crnpocua
Jloxmau.

— Ha ¢depmy! 51 cobupalocb Tam neperpbiaTh elle OAHY
sepesky! Mrak, k Bbixogy, Cmopoauna u OnyBanuuk! Ecan
BCTPETHTECh C MPOTHBHHKOM, He cpaxaiitecb! Berure Bnepen!

C sTumu cnosamu Opex Beaen 3a CMopomuHoit w Ony-
BaHYHKOM Bbi6exasa H3 HOPHI.

-

B xeatom cBeTe JyHbl, MATHAMH M K/JeTKaMH pa3pH-
COBaBIUEM 3eMJI0, CTOA/ reHepaa 3BepoGoil. OH OTUHTbIBAJ
Peneiinnka n YKearyxy:

— Kak Bbl mocmenu oroilti oT Boixoga! HemeaneHso
no Mectam! Heuero mpucaywnpatbes!
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— Jlaio BaM c/I0BO, C3p,— C HEKOTOPBLIM Pa3ipa’KeHHeM
oTBeTHJ PeneiiHHK,— BHYTDH y HHX CHAHT KaKoe-TO >KHBOT-
HOe, M 3TO He Kposuk! Mbl 06a cabiwanad cobauuii Boii!

Cospathl, 3aHATbE HEMOAA/EKY PbITbEM TyHHEJsI, MPHCIY-
waJsnucb M 6pocuau paGoTy. Bce cranu noHemHory coGH-
patbcsi BOKpyr. [locubiiiasoch B3BOJHOBaHHOE mepeLuen-
ThIBaHHe:

— Y npoTHBHHKa ecTb Xom6a, OHa yOMJa KanWTaHa
Manbsy!

— ¥ uux ectb Goubluasi ntuua! OHa yMeeT npeBpaluaTbes
B MOJIHHIO!

— He ayuwe au Gexatb oTciona?

— Modauate! — 3akpuuasa 3Bepo6oit, noaoias K pasro-
BOPHBIUHMCSL congaTaM.— KTo ckasan «GexaTb»? Toi?
Yro x, 6eru nomoit! Mau, notopanaupaiica! S xay! dopora
noMo# BOH Tam!

Kposnk, Ha KOTOpOro HaKHHYJCA reHepaJ, He: MocMel
OBHHYTbCA ¢ MecTa. 3BepoGoH MelJleHHO OGBes B3IJAAOM
BCeX NPHCYTCTBYIOLIMX.

— Kro xouer, moxer uaru gomoii! [lopora nanekas,
a o¢puuepbl ocralotcs 3gaecb. He xenaete? Toria Hemen-
JleHHO mpuHUMaiTech 3a noakon. Kanutan Bep6ena u Kanu-
TaH KpecToBHHK, 3a gaeno! Peneiinuk, nososn [opuuBbera!
JKearyxa! He oTX0ZHTb OT BHIXOJA HH Ha MHHYTY!

PbiThbe MoaKona BO30GHOBHJIOCH. BbLIPHITHIN TyHHe b Gbls
yXKe JOCTaTOYHO JyGOK, M BCe XKe Kpbillla KOJOHHH He 3a-
BaJsnBanach. ONHaKO Bce KPOJIHKH MOYYSJIH, YTO JO HOP yxke
HelasleKo.

— Pa6otaTh 3HepruuHee! — npukasan 3Bepo6oii.

* & %

— BamM nousiTHO, uTo 51 3agyman? — cnpocua Opex, Koraa
onu BmecTe co CmopoauHoi H OpyBaHYHKOM BbIGPAHCH
M3 3apocJieil, OKPYXKaIOLWHKX CTOJIGbI 3JeKTponepesayH.

— Henerkoe 310 meno, Ho crosiulee! — 3aKyMyHBO MNpo-
TaHyn CMopoauHa.

— Torna Gexum Hanpsmuk! Tonbko He cnewurte! Mue
3a BaMH He mocneTb! — cka3an Opex.

Kposmku ¢ serkoctbio nepeGexaan noJse. OnyBaHUMK
Heccsi Brmepead. Bckope oHu mo6Gexkanu mo popord, u Opex
NpHCe/1 3a XKHBOH H3ropoabio y GivKaiiuedl KaHaBbi.

— OcraBaiica y 3Toif KaHaBn, CMOpoOAWHa,— CKa3al
OH.— ¥ Te6A camasl yMHasi roJioBa, TaK 4TO NOJb3YyiicA eio
ymeJio u He Tepsit ee! Koraa Bephercsa OnyBaHumK, Gpocaii-
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Tecb ¢ HHM GexxaTb B HOpy Kuxapa W cuaute Tam 10 Tex
nop, noka Bce He KOHuMTCsl! 3aaHHe MOHATHO?

— TMonsitHo, Opex-pa! Ho MHe npuaeTcs MuaTbCsi OTCIOAA
[0 caMblX HOp Ge3 elHHOM OocTaHOBKH! 31ecCb HeT yKpbITHA!

— BepHo! Ho nuuero He nosenaews! Ecim 6ynet coscem
Tyro, 6pocaiici K M3ropoau H BHJsH. Bbliesadt To ¢ onwo#,
TO ¢ Apyroii ctopoHbl. Ceiiuac HeT BpeMeHH NeTa/ibHO pas-
pabaTbiBaTh muaH!

CMOpOaHHa 3apbLICS B MOX M MPHKpbLICA mioioM. Opex
¢ OnyBaHYHKOM MEpeLL/IH JOPOry H MOLLIH BBEPX MO CKJIOHY,
Hanpasasisicb K am6apam.

YKe paccBesio, H >XaBOPOHKH TNOAHAJIHCb B BbILIHHY.
TMopnoiins no6auxe K AOMY, KPOJHMKH YCJAbIWIAJH B3LOXH
JUCTBBI Ha BA3aX, H OAWH TEMHBIA JIMCT, KpyXacbh, ynaj Ha
OTKOC KaHaBbl. HaKoHell KPOJIMKH BbIlLIH BO ABOP (epmbl
CO CTOSIBLUMMH Ha HeM CJIy»XG6aMH.

B nasbHeM KoHlle ABOpa cTosia co6aubst KOHypa. Co6aku
He GblJIO BHIHO, HO BepeBKa, MPHBA3aHHas K KOJblly Ha
MJIOCKOH Kpbillle KOHYpPHI, MPOXOAH/IA BHYTPb H TepsJjach 3a
NOKPLITHIM COJIOMOH OPOroM.

— OnyBaHuuk! JIoXHCb Ha TpaBy fpsIMO MPOTHB Oya-
KH,— cka3an Opex.— §1 neperpbidy BepeBKy, H OHa ynajiert
BHu3. CoGaka npocHeTcsi OT wyMa. Tbl JOJIXKEH BBIMAHHTb
cob6aKy M3 ycaibObl M 3aCTaBHTb ee MOrHaTbCA 3a COGOM.
Ysoau ee B mose! Tel Tak 6bicTpo Geraeiub, YTo cobaka
Te6s He NOTOHHMT!

— Ecan Mbl Korna-HuGyab YBHIHMMCS, y Hac HaGepeTcs
NPHKJIOYEHHI Ha caMylo HHTEPEeCHYIO CKa3Ky Ha cBete, Opex-
pa! — ckas3an OmyBaHYHK M 3a6paJjici B BBICOKYIO TpaBy
OKOJIO TPOMHHKH.

Opex ABHMHYJCS Bhepel B YTPEHHIOIO CTOPOHY H BCKOpe
mowen A0 cTeHbl goma. OH OCTOPOXHO 3ampbiraj BAOJb
Hee, MPH3eMJSASAICH TO Ha Y3Kyl0 KAym6y, TO PAJOM C Helo.
Opex 3ameTuJ1, 4TO 3JeCh CIAJKO NMaxJO WUBETYLIHMH (JIOK-
caMH, MajblM JIHCTOM H KOPOBbHM HaBo3oM. Kpome Toro,
Y CTeHbl CTOSJ KOLIAYHMii 3amax H MPOTHBHO BOHAJO CTOsiuei
Bozoii. Bekope Opex poGpaJicsi 10 3afHeil CTEHKH KOHYpBI.
PsimoM ¢ Gyakoit cTosi noJiypa3oGpaHHBIH CHOM COJIOMBIL.
Bot 310 6bina yaauya! OH mose3 mo cHomy Ha Gyaxky. Ha
o6GHTOH BOHJOKOM Kpblllle JieXaJo JpaHoe, NMPOMOKLiee OT
pocbl ofesso. Opex MOHIOXaJ ero, MOTOM MOJIOXHJ NepeHHe
Jlanel, TOATAHYJCA M oOKasaJjcsi Ha Kpeiwe. [loayman: e
CJIHIIKOM /I MHOrc wyma? He pasHocuTcs /M MOBCIOAY €ro
3anmax?
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OH noxoxaaJn, roToBbli NPH MaJieiillieM ABHXeHHH CO6aKH
CNPBITHYTb BHM3, HO BCe GblJIO THXO, H OH MOMOJ3 NO Kpbllue
Bnepel, Tyaa, rae Gbli0 BBHHYEHO B Kpblwly Koabuo. OT
cobaku Luei Nyraiowui ero AyX. YxKac KpHuas Kax o
KJeTouko# ero Tesna: Gern! Cnacaiica! Ho on nons snepen
M OCT2HOBHJICA TOMLKO MOTOMY, YTO KOTTH CJHMIIKOM FPOMKO
3auapanasnd no aepesy. Bce Gbiio no-npexcsemy Thxo. Co-
FHYBIUHCb, OH CXBaTHJ 3yGaMH TOJICTYIO BepeBKy. I'pbi3Th
ee 0Ka3ajocb Jerye, yem OH oxuian. Cijerka MOKpeiTas
pocoii BepeBKa Gblia Jierko# M cyxoit BHyTpH. OueHb cKopo
noxasaJsach ee cBetJas cepauesuna. Iepennue pesust Opexa
6e3 ycraau paboTajH, H BCKOPe OH NOYYBCTBOBaJ, Kak
pBeTcs Ccyxas neHbka. Bapyr oH ycablwasa, uTto cobaka
TAXeJNOo 3aBopoyajack B OylKe, MOTAHYyJacb H 3eBHYyJa.
BepeBka npH 3TOM cJjlerka HaTsiHyJacb. BHu3y 3awypuana
cosnoma, U 06]1aKO OTBPaTHTEbHOH BOHH MOAHANOCH K HO3A-
pam Opexa.

Opex ellle HeMHOTO Nopa6oTaJ 3y6aMH H cesl NepelOXHYTh,
4TOGbl B3T/IAHYTh, KaK HAYT Aena y OnyBanunka. [TocMoTpes
B ero cropoHy, Opex LWHPOKO OTKPbII riasa M 3acTbll OT
yxaca. B tpaBe Henoganeky or OpyBaHuMka noka3saznachb
nosocatas Kouwka c Genoil rpyakoil. OHa TOXKe LWHPOKO
packpbiaia rsia3a H ycTaBHJach Ha OGOHX KPOJIMKOB, KOJIOTS
XBOCTOM H NpHXHMasicb K 3eMJie. Bor ona nogouwna 6auxe!
OnyBaHUHK JeXasl CMHDHEXOHbKO, KaK eMy H GblJo MpHKa-
3aHO, H IVIsJe/1 Ha OTBepCTHe B KOHype. BHe3anHo Kouwika Best
HanpsAraacb W NPUroTOBHNACh K MPBIXKKY!

He cosnaBas, yto oH Aenaet, Opex cTykHya sanoii no
Kpbille KoHypbl. Ilo TpeBore OnyBaHYMK myJjeit BbliaeTen
M3 TpaBhl Ha yOuMTHIi rajbkoit apop. [locneiiHo raBkHYB,
coGaka KnHynacb 3a OnyBaHuMKkOM M3 KOHyphl. ITpoGexkas
HECKOJIbKO 11aroB, OHa CHJbHO HaTsiHyJ1a BepeBKy. BepeBka
CeKyH1y mpojepxanacb, a 3aTeM JonHynaa. Konypa mokau-
HyJlacb, HaK/JOHH/IaCb BNepej, ynaja H ¢ IIyMOM YAapH/aach
o 3em/0. Opex cpasy e MOTEpAJ paBHOBECHe, MOMbITAJCH
3aLENHTLCS KOrTAMH 3a OAESIO, HO Jialbl €r0 CKOJIb3HYJH
no Kphblllle, H OH TSXKeJIO MoJjieTesl BHH3, HEJIOBKO ynaB Ha
GoJsbHylo nany. Benpo Opexa nponauJia pe3kas 60Jib, HO OH
NOHSAJI, YTO BCE-TaKH CMOXET HATH.

OH noaxsacs. B Ty »Xe MHMHYTY ube-TO TAXeJsioe TeJo
COHJI0 ero ¢ HOT M MpHAaBuao K 3emje. OH nouyyBCTBOBas
JIerkuit, Ho GoJie3HeHHBI yKoa B crinHy. Opex CHJIbHO yapua
o6enMH 3aJHMMH JlanamMH M npoMaxuyjics. OH OCTOPOXKHO
nosepHya roJoBy. IlpHKnMasi ero Teqo K 3emje, Ha ero
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CrKHe, COrHYBLIKCb, CHAeNa KoliKa. Bosbuine 3eneHble raasa
ee Cy3HJIHCh, a 3paykH NPeBPATHJHCh B YepHble BePTHKAIbHbIE
wend. OHa 37106HO CMOTpesia MPAMO eMy B rnasa.

— Bpeub, He y#zews! — npoiuunena Kolka.

KpectoBHHK B306paJjici NO KPYTOH CTeHe BHOBb BbIpbi-
TOTO TyHHeJIsl M mpucen Bo3dse 3BepoGosi Ha TpaBy.

— Kyna mbl nonagem M3 Haulero noAKona? — CrpocH
ero 3Bepo6oii.

— B ux Hopwl, ¢3p,— cka3zan KpecroBuuk.— Tam y Hux
HeoO6blyaiHO NMPOCTOpHas 3aJa.

— MHoro JM TaM KPOJMHKOB? — MPOAOJIXKAJA Paccnpochl
reHepau.

— $1 Huuero He c/ibly. MoXeT GbiTb, OHH 3aTaHJHCh? —
orseTHs1 KpecToBHHK.

— JKauikue Tpych! [lymalo, HaM He TPyAHO GyAeT ¢ HUMH
crnipaBHTbcA! — cKa3aa 3BepoGoii.

— Ecau TonbKO Ha Hac He HamajeT TO Yy[OBHIUE, KOTO-
poe CHAMT Y HMX BHH3Y! — OCTOPOXKHO HauaJ KpecTOBHHK.—
Henoxoxe, uto6bl YKentyxe uto-HuGyab Mepelinoch. JKen-
TyXa OYeHb HaleXHblit connart.

— Ecan tam B camoM fesie ecTb KaKoe-TO UyJOBHLLUe,
OHO OGHApPYXHT, YTO W Sl TOXe, B KOHLE KOHLOB, YyNOBH-
we! — pa3apakeHHO BCKpHYas 3BepoGoii.

On BbIGpasicl Ha CKJOH, rle ero yxe nomxkuaanu I'opu-
upeT H BepGeHa BMecTe ¢ OCHOBHbIMH 3)pachaHCKHMH CHAIAMH.

— Ilnad onepauuH TaKoB,— 06bABHA  3BepoGoil.—
$1 nposommo kpbiiwy W Gpowych BHH3. [lycTe 3a MHo#
cneayeT Tpoe conaT. BoJblue He Hamo, HHaue MPOH30AeT
nyTaHHUa H Mbl HauHeM H36HBaTb CBOHMX. BepGena, BO3bMH
JIBYX PSIIOBbIX M cienyi 3a MHoi! Thl ToXe MM C HaMH,
KpectoBuuk! Tbl ocTaHelibcst B MPOGHTOM TYHHeJle, MOHAJ?
Korzna s nososy Te6s, npbirait BHH3!

Yeabimae, uto 3BepoGoit MepBbIM CIYCTHTCS B HOPY
NpOTHBHHKA H TOBOPHT 06 3TOM TaK CNOKOHHO, Kak 6yaTo
co6HpaeTcs MOMTH MOHCKATh OLYBaHYHKOB, OpHLEPH 0601pH-
sauce. MM nokasagock, uTo Bpar caacrcs 6e3 6osi.
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— Bce Ha Mecte! Cmupuo! INpucmorpu 3a uumu, Fopu-
uset! [To MOeMy CHrHally BeH CO/IIAT BHH3, B HOPbl, H HauH-
HaliTe 6ypHyl0 aTaky! — rpo3HoO npHkasaj reHepaJ.

IpuxkaB ywH, 3Bepo6oil CNpLIrHY/A B AMY, TOpPsi XKeja-
HHeM HayaTb GoiHio. Bckope oH Holesn 00 KOHLA BCKpbI-
TOro TyHHeasi. KpecTOBHHK He OHGCA: OT KpbIlM 31eChb
ocTaBaJach JHIIb TOHKasl CT€HKAa M3 KaMyLWIKOB M JeTKOH
semad. OHa 6Ghina He ToJIlLE JIeASIHOM KOPOUKH Ha JyXHle,
u 3BepoGoii npopsas ee Kortamu. IlpocTosiB ellle MHHYTKY,
Kpbllla KOMbAIMH DyXHyJa BHH3. 3BepoGoii BOpBaJICA B HOpY.
OH ynan, OTTOJIKHYJICA 3afHHMH JlanaMH H OTCKOYHJ B CTO-
poHy, uTO6bl AaTh MecTo BepGene. TpeTuit KpoAHK, HAyLIH#
3a HHMH, TNO-BHIAMMOMY BCTPETHJCA C KAaKHM-TO MNpenst-
cTBHeM, notoMy uto 3BepoGoit W BepGeHa ycabilianu, kKak
OH pOeTCsi B HaBaJIeHHOH 3eMmJe.

— Mui 3necs! Mau ciona, I'pom! — KpukHya 3BepoGoit.

Moryunit Betepan no umenn I'poM, cnotbikasich, npH-
COEIHHHJICA K HHM.

— Yro Tam Takoe? — cnpocua 3Bepo6oii.

— Huuero oco6enHoro, c3p! TyT Baaserca NOXJbIH
KPOJHK!

— Joxablii KpoJuK? A Tbl yBepeH, uTo OH MepTB? [ge
OH? — cnpocua 3BepoGoii.

— 3nech, y camoro Bxoaa.

3Bepo6oit GbicTpo NoOBepHya Ha3aa. Ha kyue 3eman,
CBa/IMBLUENCA M3 HX MOAKOMNA, JeXaJso HEeMoABHXXHOE Teso
KaKOro-TO KpOILeYHOro Kposuka. 3BepoGoii MoHioXan ero
H TPOHYJ HOCOM.

— OTOT KPOJHK TOJbKO 4TO ymep. Urto ckaxews, Bep-
GeHa? Kak M3BeCTHO, KPOJIMKH He YMHpalOT MOA 3eMJeil
cBOell cMepTbio!

— Moxet 6biTb, 3TOT Maabill XOTes 6GexaTb, a Apyrue
KPOJIHKH NMPHKOHYHJIH €ro,— MPeanoJoXKHJ TOT.

— Het, Ha Hem HeT Hu uapanuuku! Uto X, 6Gpocum
ero. Bnepen u B Goit!

Hioxas Bo3ayx, 38epo6oii cTa/n 0CTOPOXKHO NMPOABHTATLCS
BAOAb cTeHbl. OH nojowen K OTKPHITOMY MeCTy MexAay
JBYMAl KOPHIMH H ocTaHoBuacsi. [lo-BHAMMOMY, HaXo4uB-
WwasAcA mnepea HMUM 3aja Gbiia orpomuoil! Ilockonbky Ha
0Ca[aBUIHX HHKTO He Hamnajaj, Halo GblIO CaMOMy Hc-
noJIb30BaTh MPEHMYLUECTBO, KOTOpoe AaBaJj NOAOGHBIA mpo-
ctop. OH pelwnn OTAATh NMpPHKa3, 4TOGbl K HHM CMYCTHJCA
6OJ/IbLIOH OTPSAA.

— KpecToBauK! — no3sas oH.
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— 3necb, c3p! — pasfascs roJioc cBepxy.

— Cnyckaiica ciona! Bo3bmu uetepbix connat! Ha noay
JIEXKHUT [AOXJbl KPOJMK,— 3TO He Hawu!

INoka nATepo connat OAHH 3a APYTHM CNYCTHJAHCH B HODY,
OH MpPHCAYLWAJICA M MOHIOXaJ CMepThiii BO3AYX.

— C»ap, 3Ta CTOPOHa HOPHI OYeHb CTpaHHasa! — ckasaJ
Bep6ena, Bcien 3a HUM TMOHIOXaB BO3AyX.— TyT wHpoKas
CTeHa W3 NJOTHOH 3eMJH, a 3aTeM 4acCTb CTeHbl C GoJjee
poixsioit 3emseit! HaBepHoe, paHblue 3zech 6bl10 MHOXKECTBO
XON0B, HO Buepa MX CHOBa 3aKonaJu!

3epo6oit nogowen Kk BepGeHe W BMecTe ¢ HHM BHHMa-
TeJIbHO OCMOTPes 10XkHylo cTeHy CoT, MpHCAYWHBAACh H MO
BpeMeHaM Lapanasi ee KOITeM.

— Tol yrapan,— ckasan 3pepoGoit.— A KTo-HHGYyab Lie-
BEJIUTCA Tam, 32 CTEHOH?

— [la, cap, Kak pa3 TaM, rae Bbl MOCKpeGnH KOrTaAMH! —
orBeuasi Bep6ena.

— Paspuith 3Ty creny! {1 nosaraio, uto Taeitnu 3acen
no 1y cropory! Ecan 310 Tak, To ckopo MM mpupercs Tyro!

EE

Ewe o Ttoro kak ¢ wymom o6Bajnnach Kpbitna Cor,
Jloxmau nouss1, 4to 3¢pacdaHubl Bckope oGHapyXaT BHOBb
BO3BeJIeHHble CTeHbl H HAaYHYT MPOPbLIBaTh KaKoM-HHOYAb H3
X00B. ATakH Bpara ocTaBajochb kaaTh Hepoaro. Ckopo
Jloxmauy NpUAeTCH BCTYMHTb B PYKOMAlUHYIO, NPHTOM, BO3-
MOXHO, ¢ camum 3BepoGoeM. Ecan 3Bepo6oii nombitaetcs
HCMO/Ib30BaTh CBOE MNPEHMYLIeCTBO B Bece H CUEMHUTbCA
¢ HuM, y JIoxMaua MaJo WaHcoB Ha moGeny. 3HAUHT, HYXKHO
NoMNLITaThCsi CAMOMY HEOXKHAAHHO HanacTb Ha 3BepoGos. Kak
xe 310 caenatb? OH mocosetoBaJsicsi ¢ OcTpoJHCTOM.

— Bcsa Gena B TOM, 4TO Mbl CTPOMJIH 3Ty KOJOHHIO Ge3
pacueTa Ha TO, YTO ee MpPHAeTC 0GOPOHATH,— CKa3as TOT.—
B crapoii kosoHnn y Tpeapaxa Ansi o6OpoHbl NpeiHa3Ha-
yanca Iaockuit Xoa. OH 6bla1 yCTPOEH Tak, 4TO NPH Heo6Xo-
JIHMOCTH Mbl MOTJIH NIPOMTH MOJ OTPSAAOM NPOTHBHHKA H BLIHTH
B CaMOM HeOXXHJaHHOM MecTe.

— OT0-T0O MHe H HyXHO! — Bckpuuasn Jloxmau.— Mue
Hafo BbIpLITL MY mox npoxogom! S 3abepych Tyna, a Thi
3a6pocail meHsi 3emJeil. S 3Hal0, UTO 3TO OMacHoO, HO Bce e
3TO Jlyuiue, YeM BCTPETHTb TAKOTO BeJHKaHa, Kak 3Bepo6oit,
JHUOM K JHLYy.

— A uT0, ec/1t OHH BOPBYTCA CiOa H3 APYroro Bxoaa? —
cnpocua OcTposHcT.
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— Tlocrapaiici yCTPOMTb TakK, uUTOGbl OHH BOPBaJIHChb
MMeHHO B 3TOT XOA. Koraa Thl ycabllMuwb MX Ward ¢ Toi
CTOPOHbI CTEHbl, MOJHHMH IUYM Haj TeM MeCTOM, rjie s 3a-
asiry, nockpe6uch, HakoHeu! A Tbi, CepeGpHCTblil, yBOAH
BCeX B CnaJjibHble HOPbl H 3aMypy# 3a co6oii cTeHy!

— Jloxmau, s HMUKaK He Mory pa36ymutb [lsrtoro,—
ckasan Topuouek.— OH Bce elle JeXHT TMOCPERH HOPbI.
Yro penath?

— JXKanb Genusary, HO NpHAETCA €ro 31ecb OCTaBHTb!

— Ax, Jloxmau! Ilo3Bosb MHe ocTaThcsi BMecTe C HHUM!
§1 Bam He noHago6aioch! MoXHO, $i elle NOMbLITAlOCh €ro
pa36yauTb?..

— Xnao-py! — Kak MOXHO JlackoBee cka3san Jloxmay.—
Eciu 10 TOro Kak Bce 3TO KOHYHTCH, Mbl NOTEpSieM TOJNbKO
onHoro [Istoro, 3HauuT, cam rocnoaud ®puc GbeTcs Ha
Hawe# ctopoHe! Her, crapuHa, MHe oueHb aJb, HO GoJee
uu caoBa! Tul Ham Hyxen! Ham Hyxen kaxawii Goeu!

Korna 3Bepo6oii npo6un kpeiy Cor, JIoxmau yxe jexan
NoA TOHKMUM CJIOEM 3eMJH HeBAajeKe OT HOpbl, rae cHiesna
Benas Kaika ¢ kposbyaTamu.

ERERY

3y6u 'poma yBsizan B Kycke cioMaHHOro KopHs. On ero
BbiTallu/1. ToTyac 3eM/Al NpoBaJivjach BHH3, H B TOM CaMOM
MecTe, r'fie OH KOMaJ, OTKpbliach Ablpa. JloXHAaBlumiics
panom 3BepoGoii MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO MO Ty CTOPOHY CTeHbI
KOTOLIIHTCS OFPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO KPOJIHKOB.

Korza neno noxomuno no pykonaiHoi, 3BepoGoii He
Mo6GUJI mpelaBaTbCl OCTOPOXKHBIM pacuetaM. M3 onbita
NpefbIAYWIMX CPaXKeHHH OH BblHec yGex<AeHWe, UTO BCeraa
ecTb JIOGHTeNH APaThCsi M Te, KTO He XOUYeT NpaTbCf, HO
NOHMMaeT, YTO 3TOro HeJb3s H36exaTb. HeomHokpaTHO OH
GHJICSI OZIMH MPOTHB XPeMf:t H BCeria BLIXOAMJ NoGenuTeseM.
Ceiiuac oH 3a6blJ1 O TOM, YTO Y HEro CoJAaT ropasfio MeHblle,
4yeM y MPOTHBHHKA, H NoKa KpecTOBHMK He OTKpPOeT XOnbi,
eMy HeKkyAa OTCTynaTb. KpPo/HKH-BOHHbI He 06pallaloT BHH-
MaHHA Ha nonoGHbie Mesouu! 3BepoGoii 3Han, uTO Te, 3a
CTEHOM, APOXKAT Nepe HHM U NO3TOMY Ha €ro CTOPOHe OrPOM-
HOe MNpeHMyLIecTBO.

3BepoGoii BJie3 Ha ropy ynablleil 3eMaH M npoGus cebe
nyTb B y3Kui TyHHesab. Tbl1 npuKpbiBai BepGena. Ilepen
reHepaJjoM BbIPOCJO [ABAa HENPUATENS, HO OHH OTNPHITHYJH
B CTOPOHY, W 3BepoGoii CTpeMHTeJbHO MpOpBaJcs uepe3
poixayio 3emuo. OH warHys Bnepea H BAPYT NOYYBCTBOBaJ,
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4TO NOYBA YXOAMT y Hero W3-noa Hor. M3-moa 3eman npsmo
nepea HMM BO BeCb POCT MOAHAJICA KaKOH-TO Kpoauk. Bpar
BOH3MJ1 CBOH 3y6bl B npelnseube 3BepoGosi. 3Bepo6oit HaBa-
JIMJICS Ha MPOTHBHMKA, HO 3aJHHE Jamnbl €ro He HaXOAHJH
OMnopbl B Pacno3aiolueiicsl Kyye pbixJoi 3emJn. PBanysumch
BBEpPX, reHepaJ MOHsAJ, YTO HeNpHATe/b 3aTauJic B HeGOJb-
woi TpaHwee noa nojoM. OH ynapua Bpara nepeiHHMH
JlanaM¥ W TOUYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO €ro KOITH TIJy6OKO BOLIIH
B Mblwilbl Ha Geape mpoTHBHMKA. ONHAaKO Bpar He OTMYCTHJ
xBaTkH. Kpenko Buenusiuuch B mieyo 3sepo6os, OH MOAHAJ-
csfl, ynupasicb 3aJHUMH JanaMH B [HO TPaHILUEH.

OtopsaB 06e nepenHHe Jarsl OT 3eMaH, 3Bepo6oit He yaep-
2aJl paBHOBECHS W MOKATHJICA B PHIXJYI0 Kydy 3emau. [apas,
OH MOJIHMEHOCHO yNapH/l 3alHHMH JlanaMH, HO Bpar yxe
OTMYCTHJI ero M Obll Tenepb 3a npele/aMH JOCAraeMOCTH.
YyBcTBys, UTO KPOBb JIbTCA 10 paHeHOMy mieuy, 3BepoGoil
noausnca. OH He MOT CTaTb Ha MEPeHION Jany, HO ero KOrTH
6bliM OKpOBaBJIEHBl, K 3TO Gblla KpPOBb Bpara.

— Bbl He paHeHbl, C3p? — CNPOCHJ 32 €ro CIHHOW
Bep6eHa.

— Uro Tl BblAyMal, 6onsau? Co MHO# Bce B nopsaxe! —
npowwunen 3BepoGoii.

OTBET M3-NOJ 3eMJM pa3flajcs TroJoc HeBeIOMOro
MNPOTHBHHKA reHepaJa:

— Korpa-To Bbl CKa3aJjH, reHepaJj, YTo MHe Halo Bac
owenomutb! Hageroch, ceftuac 3to ynanoch!

— Koraa-To s ckasaJ, uTo 3aayuly Te6s COGCTBEHHbIMH
nanamu, Taeian!

Jloxmau HamepeHHO HauaJ GoeByio nepe6pakky. OH xoTen
pa3gpa3HuTb 3Bepo6os W HaleAJCsl, YTO Pa303JIMBLUMiiCH
reHepas GPOCHTCS Ha Hero M CHOBAa JaCT eMy BO3MOXHOCTb
nycTUTb B XOA4 3y6bl. OH TeCHO MPHXKAJCA K 3eMJe, OXHIas
HOBOil ataku. OlHaKo uyepe3 MHHYTy TOHAJ, YTO OMBITHBIA
B Gosix 3BepoGoil pa3rafas ero XMTPOCTb. BbicTpo ouenus
MoJI0XKeHHe, reHepaJj B CBOI0 oOuepellb MPHXKAJCA K 3emje
H MeIJIeHHO nowie Ha JIoxmaua, 4ToGhbl yAapPHTb €ro KOITAMH.
Cepbe3Ho 06eCnOKOeHHbI# NOBOPOTOM Aesa, JIoxmau npucay-
waJjcsa K waram npubanKamoollerocsi 38epo6Gosi H BIAPYT
3aMeTHJl, YTO Jianbl Bpara Kak-TO HEPOBHO CTyyaT Mo MoJy.
Jloxmau MOHsJI, YTO reHepaJsi TAAHET MepefHIon Jany.

«OH paHeH! — noaymaa Jloxmau.— Bpsn Jn oH cymeer
MyCTHTb B XOA MOBpEXAEHHYyo namy!»

BooayiieBneHHbIH 3TOM Mblcablo, Jloxmauy octaBua Ge3
MNPHKPBITHA J1eBbIH ¢JIaHT H C CHJOi yaapua 3Bepo6osi B 6OK.
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Kortu ero 3ajenu 3ajHiolo Jany Bpara, OCTaBHB TJyGOKyiO
PBaHyl0 paHy, HO He ycreJ,i OH ellle OTMPLITHYTh, Kak 3Bepo-
6oit HaBa/KJICA Ha Hero BceH CBOeH TAXesoH Tylled H CXBa-
TH 3y6amu 3a yxo. PaHyBlunch B cTopoHy, Jloxmau usgan
NPOH3HTENbHbIH BOM/Ib. YBHIEB, YTO HCMYraHHbIA MPOTHBHHK
HaXONHTCHA UEJHKOM B €ro BJacTH, 3BepoGoii OTNYCTHA yXO
JloxMaya W NPHNOAHAJCA, FOTOBACH MePerpbi3aTh €My ropso
H cjaoMaTb Xxpe6er.

B npenBKyleHHH AO/NroXAaHHOH MeCTH OH MHHYTy no-
CTOSI1 Hal MOBEPXEHHbIM BPAaroM, 3aKpbiBas CBOUM TeJOM
BbIXOJ M3 HOphl. BHe3anHo ero paHeHas sana noAKocHaach,
M OH BbIHYXleH 6bls onepeTbcsl 0 cTeHKY. Bocnonb3opasiinch
3TUM, Jloxmau co6paJicsi ¢ CHAaMH H HaHeC 1Ba CTPALUHBLIX
yhAapa no Mopae reHepasia. 3BepoGoi OTCKOWMJ M TpHces
B OTHAaJIeHUH Ha BLICOKYIO Kyuy 3emJHd. Jloxmau ycabliad,
4TO ero Bpar THXeJO NMepeBOAHT JblXaHHe.

O6nuBasicb TeKylillei M3 paHbl KPOBbIO H TpsiCA MoOJy-
OTOPBaHHBLIM yXoM, JloXMau pewns CTOATb HacMmepThb!

L i i i i P z
BBBRBRBRB coorre

Ycasiwap curhan tpesord, ONyBaHUHK C XO4y pBaHyJ/cA
¢ mecta. Byab no6au3octu Kakas-HHOyab HOpa — OH Herpe-
MeHHO I0pKHYJI 6bl B Hee co cTpaxy. Co6aka pe3Bo KHHysach
Ha Hero, H OnyBaHuYMK KPYTO MOBEPHYJ H MoOMuYaJjcsa Mo
LOPOXKe N0 HanpaBaeHuio K Bazosoit Poue. Co6aka Hecnach
3a HUM. Kposnk He oxuaan oT Hee Tako# mpuitH! OH uyBs-
cTBOBaJ 3a coGoil ee AblXxaHHe H CJabllaJj, KaK (GOHTaHUMKH
necka OTCKaKHBAIOT OT ee Jar.

«OHa Geraet GbicTpee MeHsi! — noayman od.— $1 nponan!»

OnyBaHUHK MBICJIEHHO npeacTaBHa cebe, Kak mec nepe-
BOpauMBaeT ero  neperpbiaer xpeGer. B oTuasHHM OH noay-
MaJl, 4To eMy NPHAETCsl CABOHTD CBOH caiefl, Kak 3aiuy. OnHa-
KO €CJIH OH CABOHT cJiefl, TO co6aKa HauHeT ero roHATb Mo 10-
pOXKKe Tyaa M Ha3afd M [1e]0 KOHYHTCH TeM, UTO NpHAET
yesioBek M oT30BeT ee! Co6aka He J0JIKHA NOTEPATL €ro caen,
HHaye onepauus, 3anymansas Opexom, npopaautca! Urto
XKe nenaTb?

OnyBaHUHK PBaHY/Cs K BepLUMHE XOJMa W KPyTO NoBep-
HyJ BHH3 mo jgopore B nose. Koraa Opex o6bsicHsan emy
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NJ1aH AeHCTBHI H Ty POJ/ib, KOTOPYIO OH JOJI2KEeH Gblal chirpaTh,
OnyBaHYHKY NMOKa3aJoch, YTO cOGaKy MPHAETCS YYTb JH He
CHIKOM TalMTh 3a coGoil. Okasanock, YTO OH 340POBO
ownbea! Ceflyac OH Heccst C MOJIHHEHOCHOH GBICTPOTOH,
a cobaka, He OoTcTaBaf, Muanach 3a HUM. OH HUKOrZa elue
Tak ObicTpo He Geraj M 3HaJ, 4TO JOJr0 He BbIAEPKHT
TaKoro Temna. MeHee ueM 3a MOJIMHHYTBl OH MOKPbI1 pac-
CTOiHMe B TPHCTa METPOB H JoMuajcA ao amGapa. Emy
Ka3a/oCh, YTO OH GEXHT yXKe LeJyl0 BeYHOCTb, YTO BCIO CBOIO
HeNONryi0 XH3Hb OH GeXXHT H GeXHMT, HCNbITbIBAf CMep-
TeJIbHBIR yXac H YyBCTBYA TsXeJloe AblXxaHHe coGaku y cebst
3a cnuHoK. BHe3sanHo co6aka ocTaHOBHJachb: ee BHHMaHHe
NpHBJEKaa CHAeBlIAass Ha ABope Kpbica. OLyBaHUHK I0PKHYJ
B OTKPLITYIO ABepb amM6apa H BHH3 roJioBoi Gpocuscs B ne-
peBepHYThbIit cHon cosombl. Co6aka, GpOCHBIUHCH BCJeX 3a
HHM, CKyJHJla M Lapanaja CTeHKY, pa36pacbiBasi M OGHIO-
XHBasi COJIOMY.

— He 6oiica! — cka3an OayBaHuMKy KaKOH-TO KPbICEHOK,
cnpsiTaBUIHicA B cocelHeM cHome coJiombl.— Co6aka CKOpo
yitaer! CaM noHumaewb, 3T0 TeGe He Koka!

— §1 u Goiocb, yTO OHa yitaeT! — BbiKaTHB GeslKH, CKa3aJ
OgnyBaHuHK, elBa NepeBOAs AyX.— MHe Henb3s naTh ei
yiTH!

OnyBaHUHK BBICKOUMJI M3 am6apa M uepe3 MHHYTY yxe
CKakKa/l BO BeCb OMOp MO OTKPLITOMY MOJIO, Tyla, FAe ero
nomxuaan Cmopoanna. CoBepleHHO BbIGHBLIMCL M3 CHJ,
OnyBaHYHK cBaJMJcsi B KaHaBy psiioM co CMOpOAMHOIi.
B aByx MeTpax OT HHX C NMPOTHBOMOJIOXKHOH CTOPOHBI 3eJie-
HOI H3ropoau Gexxana co6aka, MbITasCh OTBICKAaTh NMOCPeaH
KycToB YAOGHOe MecTo, 4ToObl mepe6paThCi Ha HX CTOPOHY.

— Cob6aka cTpauwHo 6bicTpo Geraet! — npoxpunen Oay-
BaHuHK.— §1 coBcem BblnOXCA!

— Tomorn Ham Ppuc! — npowentan ucnyravuelit Cmo-
polHHa.— 3HaUYHT, MHe OT Hee He yHTH!

— Ckopeil BblJe3aii Ha mosie, a To OHa noTepsieT K HaM
unrepec! S1 nepenoxuy u npuay Te6s BbipyuaTh! — CKa3sain
OnyBaHuHK.

CMopoaHHa TOT4Yac »Ke BBICKOYHJ Ha NOPOry H yceacs
Ha caMoM BHy. YBHAEB ero, co6aka 3aTsBKaJla M TNOMbITa-
Nach BCeHl TAXKECTbIO HaBaAHTbCA Ha u3ropodb. CMopoaMHa
Me[JIeHHbIMM MpbIXKKaMH ABHHyACs mo popore. Bapyr on
pe3ko MoBepHyJ, a 3aTeM npHcea. [lpo6paBliHch Mexay
H3roposbio W CToI60M, cOGaKa MOSIBHJAch COBCEM PSLOM.
OGHioxaB TpaBy, OHa CHayaja NOAHAJa KyponaTky M 6po-
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cHslach 3a Hell B NOrOHIO, a 3aTeM MPHHAJNACh YCEPAHO PbITh
3eMJII0 BO3JIe KYCTa KOHCKOrO LiaBesisi.

B nepsbie MuHyThl CMOpOAHHA CHIeN CMHPHO. 3aTeM OH
NPUTBOPHJICA, YTO COBEPLIEHHO He 3aMeyaeT COGaKH, H Che-
Jlal HECKOJIbKO OCTOPOXKHBIX NpPBDKKOB el HaBcTpeuy. He
3Has, KaK NpHBJeYb K ce6e BHHMaHHe, OH MpHLIEN YKe
61710 B OT4asiHe. Bapyr co6aka BHe3anmHo GpocuJach K He-
My H no6exka/ja no Mmoo BAOJb CHonoB. B cBoio ouepens,
CKPBIBIUHCh 32 cHomamH, CMOpoJHHa CTapaJicsi He MOTepsTh
ee M3 BHAY H THXOHbKO CKaKaa psgoM. OHH npoGexxaJn
NOJIMYTH IO KOJIOHHH H GbIIH yXKe y cToI60B 3JeKTponepeja-
4y, koraa CmopoaxHy gorHan OnyBaHUHK.

— Cob6aka y Te6s eiBa LIEBEJHTCA, @ HAM HaJ0 CNeIUHTh!
Moxer GuiTh, 3¢padanusl cefiyac npukaHunsaioT Jloxma-
4al! — 3aKpHYan OH.

— Cobaka He GexuTt 3a MHOH! XoTb yGeit! — oTBeTHN
CmoponuHa.

— HawMm HyXHo, 4T06 OHa MOJIHHeH NpoHecach MO CKJOHY,
a oHa eJie noaset! Tak oHa HUKOro He HcnyraeT! OHa NOMXKHA
MuaThCs, CJOBHO HIeT B aTaky! [laBait 3amanuBaTh ee mo
ouepean! — KpHKHYJ OnyBaHUHK.

MiHOBaB CKOLUEHHOe N0Jle, OHH NOPaBHAJIHCD C 32 POC/IAMH
KyCTapHuKa. 3/iecb OHH Pe3KO 3aTOPMO3HJH H NPOCKOUHJH
nojg camelM HocoM y coGaku. Ha 3ToT pas mec GewieHo
GPOCHJICA 32 HHMH, H OHH €/lBa yCNeJNH CKPBITbCA B KyCTax.
BriGupasich u3 3apocaeii, OHH MOHSIH, YTO COGaKa, C TPECKOM
JloMasi XpynKHe KycThl Gy3uHbl, MPOJAHPaeTCA BCJEL 32 HHMH.
3aTeM nNpsAMO 3a CAHHOM Yy ce6Gsl OHH YCJAbILIAJH Jai H MyCTH-
JIHCb BHH3 MO OTKPBITOMY CKJIOHY, YYBCTBYf, 4TO Mec CTpe-
MHTeJIbHO HEeCeTCsi 33 HUMH MO NATaM.

Y

KpoBb 3anuBana Jloxmauy nieyo. He pewasch orsect
B3rJsiA OT CHAALLEr0o Ha Kyue riecka 3BepoGost H C MUHYThI
Ha MMHYTY OXHJasi HOBOTO HanaleHHs, OH BAPYT yCJblwiaJ,
YTO B TyHHeJsle 32 €ro CMMHOH KTO-TO H3 KPOJIHKOB MOAOLIeJ
K HeMy. Bosicb noBepHyTbcsi K TecHoMy xomy, Jloxmauy, He
NOBOPaYHBasi roJIOBbl, CIIPOCHJ:

— Kro tam, He Tbl Jm, Octposmct? Kak y Bac nena?

— ¥ Hac Bce B nopsiike,— orBeyan ToT.— [lycTu Tenepb
MeHsi Ha TBoe MecTto, Jloxmau!

— Hukak He Mmory! — mpoxpunen B oTseT Jloxmau.—
DTa CKOTHHA BOCMNOJIb3YeTCst IPOXOAOM H NMPOPBETCH B HAILUH
Hopbi!
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JloxMay npekpacHO MOHMMAaJ, YTO AaXe eCJaH ero y6bioT,
OCa)AalolHKM BCe PaBHO He yAacTcsi npo6paTbhcsi yepe3 ero
TPYNn B CrnajibHble HOPbl: XOA Gbl1 CAHWIKOM Y30K. dpa-
¢daHuam npuaetcs Jan60 noakaneiBaThest noA Jloxmaua, JaH60
puITb 0GXONHOH TyHHeab. Ha 3To yiizer MHoro Bpemenn!

3a cnuHoit JloxmMaua B cra/ibHbIX HOPaX MOC/bILIAJICH
HesicHBI pasroBop. Jloxmau npucayilasci H MNOHsJ, UTO
Ko/ioKO/IbYHK paccka3biBaeT 0CaXKAeHHbIM KaKylo-TO CKa3Ky.

«Kakoii on mosnoneu! — noayman Jloxmau.— Ha ero mec-
Te 51 6bl He CMOT TaK CNOKOMHO paccKasblBaThb!»

— ..H Toraa dab-dxpeiipa ckasan auce: «Tbi nNoxoxa
Ha JIHCYy H MaxHellb TOYb-B-TOYb Kak juca! UYrto X, a mory
npeacka3saTth Te6Ge Gyayllee, i BHXY €ro B BOJHAX PEKH...» —
paccka3eiBasl KosoKonbumK.

Bre3anHo 3Bepo6oii 3aroBOpHIL:

— 3auem Tbl XepTByelb co6oi, Tneitnu? Mue HeTpyaHO
Te6si y6uTb. ONHAKO Thi He 3aCJyXKHBaelub NoA06HO# yuacru!
Bosspawaiica co MHoit B ddpady! Obemwato Te6e noct Ko-
manaupa. Jlalo cioBo oduuepa!

— Cunboneit xpaka y ambieep-pa! — oTeuan Jloxmay,
yto o3Hayano: «He ocuuep TH, a mpocTo cKOTHHA!».

— «Ax, BOT Kak! — cKasaJia Jiica.— 3HauHT, Thl MOXellb
npeAcKa3aTb Mol cyab6y? Urto ke Thl BHAMLIL B pyube?
JKHpHBIX KPOMHKOB, NMacyWIMXCSi Ha Jyry, He Tak JH?» —
CcHOBa nocJbiiaics rojoc Kosokoabunka.— «OTHIOAb HET,—
oTBeyas diib-Dxpeiipa.— 34ecb HET HHKAKHX KPOJHKOB, HO
Sl BUXKY, KaK MO TBoeMy cjeay GeryT roHude, W BHXY, Kak
MO#i Bpar yaMpaeT CO BCeX HOT, cnacasi CBOIO IIKYpy!.»

«Buanmo, 3Bepo6oit norasajcs, 4To K ocaxIeHHbIM GyeT
He mMpo6paTbcsl Yepe3 MO TPYN H MepTBLIM st Gyly He MeHee
CTpalueH Bparam, yem xuBo#! — noayman Jloxmauy.— OH xo-
yeT MeHst oTClofa BbiMaHHTb! Hy yX Het. Jlyuwe s otnpas-
mock B HMune, yem noitny ¢ Hum B Ddppacdy!» — pewna oH.

BuesanHo, kak TsKeJblil Cyk, ynaBuwmuii ¢ gepeBa, 3Be-
poGoii OJHHM MNDBIKKOM CHSJICH C MecTa H C CHJIOH HaBa-
auacsa Ha Jloxmaua, ynopHo npuaaBaxBasi ero K noay. Ilpu-
JKaBIUMCh APYF K APYry rojoBamH, o6a Bpara pBajH ApYyr
ApYry IJIeyH H Kycasuchb. Jloxmau 4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO y Hero
HCCSIKAIOT CHJIbI M YTO BCKOPe OH He BBILAEPXKHT YXKacCHOi
HaBaauBlueiica Ha Hero TsxkecTH! Ero nambl yxe npomaxasu
Ha moJsy ABe riay6okue Gopoaasl. Eute munyta — n 3sepoGoit
npoGbeT ero TeJOM BXOJ B PacroJ/IOXEHHYIO 3a HHMH Hopy!
B otuasiiun JIoXxMau OnyCTHJ ro/loBy H Hanpsir BCe MblILLbI,
Kak Jiolab, H3HEMOralolLasl NMoA HEeMOCHAbHON Holueil. BHe-
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3aMHO UYAOBHLIHAA TAXECTb CBaJjunach ¢ naed Jloxmaua
M eMy BHOBb YNaJOCh BOH3HTb CBOH KOITH B 3eMJIO.

Okas3a/ioch, YTO, BUENHBLIKCh B 3arpuBoK Jloxmaua, 3se-
poGoit cam crtaa 3aabixatbesi. CTPYHKH KPOBH H3 pa3GHTOro
Jloxmauom Hoca 3a6uau 3Bepo6oio0 HO3APH, a LIEPCTb Mpo-
THBHHKa He J[aBaja eMy OTKPbTb nacTb. B pesysnbrate
3Bepo6olo MpHLLI0Ch 0c1abuTh XBaTKy. O6eccuieBiunit Jlox-
May JiexasJ nepel HHM HeNOABHXKHO. Bennary oxsaTuna
YyNOBHLLHAs CNa6OCTb, W eMy MOKa3a/Joch, YTO OH BOPO-
yaeTc ¢ GOKy Ha GOK B KaHaBe, HAMOJHEHHOH najibiM
npowioroaHum JuctoM. OH 3akpbla rnasa. Kpyrom Hacty-
nuJa noJiHas THILIMHA. 3aTeM, KakK GYATO H3 ry6OKOH TpaBbl,
nocabiwanca ronoc Ilatoro: «Tel 6anxe K cmepT, yem s!
Tel GauXe K CMepTH, yeM s!»

— OnATb A nonas B 3aNafHIO, YTO JH? — NMPOH3HTENbHO
BCKPHKHYJ JIOXMay, pBaHYBLWIHCb W BCTaB Ha HOTH.
OH oTKpbl1 rnasa. B TynHene Hukoro He Gbuio! 3HauwuT,
3BepoGo#t oTcTynua!

Pauenblit  3BepoGoit Bbi6pasnca u3 Cor. OH 3amernJ,
uto BepGena u I'pom ¢ TpeBoroit Ha Hero cMoTpsT. [Ipuces
Ha 3a/lHHe Nalbl, OH MOMbITAJCH NePeJHHMH BbITEPETb C MOPAbI
KPOBb, 3a/IHBAIOLLYI0 eMy rJa3a.

— Crynait 1 no6eit Taeitnn, BepGena! — cka3an rexwepad.

— Kak, cap? — nepecnpocun BepGeHa.

— MHe HyXHO noKa3aTb CO/IlaTaM, B KaKoM MecTe Jio-
MaTb cTeHbl. Bckope s BepHych M 1106bl0 €ro caM, a Thl NMoka
3alepXH ero,— Mosichkua 3BepoGoii.

Jo Bep6etbl aouin0, 4TO CJAYHYHJIOCH HEUTO HEBEPOSATHOE:
B 6oio ¢ Taeitnn reHepan nortepnen nopaxenue! Ceiiuac
reHepaJ npocHT BepGeHy npHKpeITH €ro no3op, 4To6bl COAA-
Thbl He AOrajajuch, YTO reHepasa noGHJH!

«®Ppuc Besnnkuit! Uto xe npoucxoaut?! — noayman Bep-
GeHa.— Hy>XHO Kak MOXHO ckopee BblGMpaTbCcA oOTCIOAa!»

3Bepo6oit He cnycKas ¢ Bep6eHbl CBOMX TYCK/bIX 6J€AHbIX
raas, Tak 4TO TOMY MPHILJOCHL TNepeJsie3Th Yepe3 Kyuy pas-
pbITOM 3eMaH M npo6paTbecst B TyHHeab Jloxmaua. 3BepoGoit
JKe 3axpomas K J[BYM XOAaM, KOTOpble ObIH TNOpyueHsl
KpectoBhuky. Yeuaes 3sepoGosi, KpecToBHHK OTCKOUHA noO-
danblie H yCepiHO Hayaj YHCTHTb CBOM KOITH O TOpYalHi
M3 3eMJH KOpEHb.

— Onux xoa cBo6GoneH, €3p, a Haa APYrHM MPHAETCA
elle MOTPYAHTbCS! — JOJOXKHA OH.

— XpaTuT u onHoro! Connatel! Ha wtypm! B npoxoa! —
npukasan 3BepoGoii.
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OH XoTen caM CNYCTHTbCA BHH3, KaK BIAPYr 3aMeTH
Bo3Bpaluaioueroca BepGeny.

— Y MeHs B rsa3y NecumHka, c3p! — KajJo6HO npo-
nuwan BepGena.— §I Tonbko BbIHY ee u CHOBa 6pouych
Ha Taedsn!

— HecuactHbiii Tpyc! Uto craHeTcsa ¢ TOGoi, €CaH MeHs
npukoHuyaT? Thl JgosxkeH y6utb Tuaeiian! He 3abyap, uto
B d¢dpace Te6s HeHaBHAAT GoJiblLIe BCeX APYrux opuiepon! —
npolienTtalj eMy Ha yXO reHepa.

BHe3anHo ¢ KaKHM-TO YCTa/biM YAuBJeHHeM 3Bepo6oii
MOHsIJ, YTO M caM cMepTesbHO Hamyrah! OH GosJcs GMTbCS
¢ Tneiinin n 6bl1 efBa JH B COCTOSIHHH HauaTb cpakenHe!
OH B nocjenHuil pa3 nombiTancs yrooputb Jloxmaua.

— Tae#inn! — cka3an on.— Uepes MHHYTY A BBeay cioaa
COJIAAT, H OHH pa3pyllaT TBOIO CTeHy. Yiau oTciona ao6pom!

Taeitnu fo/ro He NaBaJi HHKAKOTO OTBETA, @ 3aTeM Iy XHM
roJI0COM, 3alblXafiCh, HO COBEPLIEHHO YETKO OTBETHJI:

— Mot TaaBubii Kponuk oTaan npuka3 3allHILaTh
3TOT X0A!

— Kak rak? Ero TInasubiit Kpoank? — nepecnpocui,
BbINy4HB riasa, BepGena.

Hu 3Bepo6oio, Hu ero opuuepam He MPUXOAH/IA B FOJNIOBY
MBICJ/Ib, 4TO B KOJIOHHH MOXeT GbiTb Apyro#t I'aBHeiit Kposnk
kpome Tnednu. Ho no-suaumomy, Taeian He aran! A ecan
cam Taeian He 6bi1 ['naBHbiM Kposukom, 3Hauut, rae-To
NOGJK30CTH HAXOAMTCA APYrod MOTYYHil KPOJHK, KOTOPBIA
B camoM jene 6bl1 I'naBubiM. OH, HaBepHoe, ellle CHJbHee
Tneiinu! Tne xe on?

Bapyr 3BepoGoii nouyBcTBOBaJ, yTo PeneiiHuk Kyaa-to
Hcyes.

— Kyna Bapyr 3anponacTiicsi 3TOT HeroAsii? — ClpocHJ
oH Kpecrobhuka.

— BuaHo, yapana, cap! — 6bl1 oTBeT.

— Hewmennienno Tauu ero Hasan! — npuka3san 3BepoGoit.

KpecToBHHK OTIPaBHJICA Ha NMOHCKH, HO yXKe Yepe3 MHHYTY
BEPHYJICS.

— Peneiinnka nurge He HaiTH! C HUM BMeCTe HEH3BECTHO
KyJa YUlIH ABa WJIH TP MOHX coapata! Kasuych uectbio,
Ges moero Begoma! — pacTepsiHHO cOOGIHA KpecToBHHK.

— Hy, 7 um 3apam! — 3akpuuan reHepaJ.

OH y2xe oBnafien co6oii 1 coo6pasu, 4to genatsb. Taeian
HaJ0 OCTaBHTb B MOKOE U Jyullle 0 HeM GoJbllie He MOMHHATD!
Y3KHX XOLOB, I'le OCaXKAEHHbIM JIerko 3alUMINATbCA, HYXHO
Nno BO3MOXKHOCTH H36eraTb, a NOKOMAaBIUHCb Yepe3 KaKoi-
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HHGYAb xon n0 yxacHoro I'nasHoro Kposuka, BceM ckonom
HaGpPOCHTLCA Ha HEro M MpHXKaTh K MOJY, YTOGbI OH He CMOT
noeBeHTbCA!

3BepoGoii noBepHyJCsi, YTOGb OTAATb NMPHKA3, HO BHe-
3anHO mnepea HHM B c1a6oOM CyMpaKe MPSIMO MOA NPOJIOM-
JieHHo# Kpbiwwe#i COT YTO-TO 3alleBesH/IOCh, H Ha HOTH BCTal
COBCEM KpOIUEYHbIH KPOJHK, He 3dppadanen. OH HeyBepeHHO
pasrysAfbIBan OKpyXaBllee WHPOKO OTKPBITHIMH, KaK y easa
Npo3peBIUEro KPo/ibUOHKA, IJla3aMH H, Ka3aJocb, He MOHH-
MaJ, rae oH Haxoautcsi. Kpoauk nposea mno rsiasam apo-
Kauuei nano.

— Kro 310? — cnpocun 3Bepo6oii.

— HapepHoe, 3TO TOT KpOJHK, 4TO 3A€Chb JexaJj,—
otseTHa KpecToBHHK.— Mbl elle Torja MoAyMaJ, YTO OH
JOXJIBIH!

— Ax, BOT uTo! — npoTsiHya reHepans.— Urto X, OH, Ka-
JKeTCsi, BNOJIHe No cuiaM BepGene! ITOT Kak pa3 OomuH H3
TeX, C KeM TOT cyMmeeT caaauTh! 3aiimuch uM, BepGena! —
c H3JeBKOH mpu6GaBu. reHepas, Buas, uto BepGeHa, He mo-
HUMasi, He WYTHT JH reHepaJ, 3aKoJebaJcs.

Bep6ena HeoxoTHO NBHHYyJcs Brneped. [laxe emy npH-
LIOCh He N0 BKYCY NpHKa3aHHe MPUKOHUHTb GOJMLHOTO, BnaB-
1ero B TCapH KPOJIHKa.

Tem BpeMeHeM MaJieHbKHA KPOJIHK, MO-BHAMMOMY, He CO-
6HpaJicsl HH OTCTYNaTb, HH 3allHIATbCS. OH TOJILKO CMOTpe
Ha Bep6eHy oTyMaHeHHbIMM Neua/ibio IJa3aMH, OLHAKO CO-
BCEM He TakK, KaK cMoTpesn Ha BepGeny ero xepTBbl. Barasn
3TOT 3actaBua Bep6eHy octaHoBHTbesi. C MHHYTY 062 CMOT-
penn ApYr Ha Apyra B Jlyyax HeSiICHOrO CBeTa, NMajaBIUEro H3
nposoma. HakoHen, He o6GHapyuBasi HH MaJeHLUHMX NpH-
3HaKOB CTPaxa, CTPaHHbIH MaJleHbKH# KPOJIHK THXO NMPOH3Hec:

— He Bunute Hac B Bawei ruGenu! IToBepbTe, MHe
OYeHb XKaJjb, YTO Bbl MoruGHere!

3a Bpemsi cBoeit paGoThl B mosivund BepGena He pa3
BCTpeyaJ/l y3HHKOB, H3PBITaIOLUMX MPeacMePTHble MPOKAATHS.
Yacto B 3THX MPOKJATHAX €MY CJbIIIAJACA KaKOH-TO B3bl-
BaIOLIKI K OTMLIEHHIO CBepXbeCTeCTBEHHbIH rosoc. Ho Bep-
GeHa He Gbla1 Gbl HaYaAbHHKOM MOJHUHMH, €CH 6bl Nofo6GHbIe
BellUH MPOM3BOJANIH Ha HEro XOTb KaKoe-HHOYb BrieuaT/eHHe.

OpnHako cefiyac, IJIsiAs B IJ1a3a CBOeMy HeOOBACHHMO
CTPaHHOMY NPOTHBHHKY, Bep6eHa mouyBcTBOBas BHe3amHbli
yxKac. HauanbHHKy MONHUHH MOKa3aloch, YTO B TeMHbIX
yraax He3HaKOMOiH HOpBI 3alleNTaJHCh 3JI0BellHe NPH3PaKH
H MNOC/BILAJHCh NaBHO 3a6biThie F0J0Ca 3aMyYeHHbIX HM
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B 3¢padaHCKUX KaHAaBaX 3akiiodyeHHbIX. OH H3[an OTuasiH-
HbIH BOMJIb yXKaca.

— Tlpous! Ipoub ot MeHs! 51 xouy momoii! — 3akpuuan
BepGena. CnoTblkasich, ¢ TPYAOM pasjuyas mMyTb, OH MPO-
6GpaJsicAl K OTKPHITOMY XOAy M MOCNeIIHO BbiGpaJcs HaBepx.

3mecb OH yBHAea, uTo 3Bepo6oi pa3ipakeHHO Aompa-
IIHBaeT OJHOro M3 3emJjekonos otpsiaa KpecroBuuka.

BblKaTHB rs1a3a, BeCh JPO3Ka, 3€MJIEKON BbITAHYJCH nepen
reHepaJiom:

— Bce rosopar, uto 3newnnit Fnasubiit Kposnk poctom
6Gouibiue 3aiina, c3p! Conpathl CabilIalH BHYTPH BOH KaKoro-
TO CTPAHHOTO >KHBOTHOrO!

OTBepHYBIIKCh OT 3€MJIeKONa, reHepas BbIGPaJica Ha MpH-
ropok. CuzeBuire Ha TpaBe 3¢padaHibl B CTpaxe NOCMOTPEH
Ha Hero. Ero 6bi10 He ysHaTh! Hoc reHepana 6uln pas6ur,
H OHO BeKO MOpPBaHO, a BCIO MOPAY 3a/uBaja KpoBb. Ilpu
Xonb6e OH BOJIOYHJ JlaNy M KayaJcsi H3 CTOPOHBI B CTODOHY.

Yaerwnch Ha TpaBy, 3Bepo6oii orsifiescs U BAPYT NOUyB-
CTBOBAJ MOJIYAJNHBYIO HENMpPHA3Hb CBOMX MepeTPyCHBIIHX
congat. OH nepeBes B3rasif Ha BepHoro )KeaTyxy, HO H TOT
OTBeJI rj1a3a B CTOPOHy. [IBa ApPyrHx Kposinka 604KOM OTCTY-
NHJIM B BbICOKYIO TPaBy.

BHe3anHo Ha onyluke Jeca Bblpocia (urypa KanuTaHa
Topuusera. 3a HHM pasjajcsi Ayllepa3aHpaloOLHil BOMIb.
INepersaB TopuuBeTa, ABa YyXXHX KPOJNHKA NePeCKOUHJIH
KaHaBy M CKPbLIHCb B OJHOM H3 OTKPBITbIX TYHHeJeH.

— Berute! — TonHyB, KpukHya1 Topuuser.— Cnacaii-
Tech!

OH npo6exasl MHMO H CKpblicsi 3a mpuropkoM. He mo-
HHMasi, O KaKOH OMacHOCTH HIET peub H Kyla HYXXHO 6exaTb,
sdpadanubl 3ameranuch. IIaTepo KHHyaHCb B OTKPBITBHIH
HMH TIOZKOMN, APyrHe momyaJjuch B Jec. He ycnenn ouwn 6po-
CHTbCSl BPACChIMHYIO, Kak npsiMo B Tosny 3dpacdanues oT-
KyZAa-TO NMpbITHyJa OrpoMHasi yepHasi cob6aka. Co6aKa, Kak
Juca, 3a6paBluasicss B KypsTHHK, KHAaJacb TO Ha OJHOroO, TO
Ha JpYroro, H MHOTHe MOYYBCTBOBaJH Ha ce6e OCTPOTy ee
3y6oB. 3Bepo6oii He cTaJ cnacaTtbes 6ercTBoM. Koraa ero Boit-
CKO pa36exaJsioch KTO KyJa, OH, OIUETHHHBILHCh H pblya, BhI-
CTaBHJ Brepel OKPOBaBJEHHble KOFTH. 3aMEeTHB ero B BbICO-
Koii TpaBe, c06aKa Ha MHHYTY OCTaHOBHJACh, a 3aTeM clenasa
npbixok Brepen. Cnacasich 6ercTBoM, COJIAaThi reHepaJsibCKoiH
Aycaadsi ewle CJbiLaMM NPOH3UTENbHBIH, MOJHbIA HEBbIPa3H-
Mo#t fIpocTH peB 3BepoGosi:

— Hasap, Goasaub! He Tpycutb! Ha3san u B Goii!
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by by 4 2, Croba popun
RBEBBB Bypln P

Jliocn npocHynach. B koMHaTe GblJIO yXKe coBCeM CBETJIO.
B J1cTBe BA30B 3BOHKO pa3flaBaJjicsi BOPKYIOLLHI 30B JIECHOO
roay6ka, Ho JliocH pa36yaun He oH. JleBouke nocJbllaJjcs
KaKoH-TO OTYasiHHbIA BOM/Ib! MoxkeT GbiTb, 3TO 6blIO BO CHE
H COH ee BAPYT B3sJl H MCMApHJICH, KaK Bofa B Ta3uke? OHa
npucaywanace. Kpyrom napuna tHmea. YTpo Gblio uynec-
HbiM! MIHTEpeCcHO: NMOABHJHCDH JIH rpH6GBI? MoXeT GbiTb, CTOUT
cGeraTh ¥ B3rJSIHYTb, HET JIH HX yXKe B polle? XoTs, noxany#,
ceffyac AaA rpuGOB elle CJAHLUIKOM XapKo H cyxo. I'puGnl
Be/b Jiyullle BCEro MAYT mocje AOXKMA.

CeroaHsi uerBepr,— 3HauuT, B HbloGepn Gyner 6asap
H nana noeaer TyAa, a K Mame mnpueaet Hoktop. Ouku
JNOKTOpa CMELIHO NpPHLIEeMJSIOT ero HOC, TaK YTO Ha mnepe-
HOCcHLe ¢ 0GeHX CTOPOH OCTalOTCA KpacHble noJiockd. Ecum
JIOKTOP He OuYeHb cnemiHT, JIIocH ycneBaeT ¢ HUM NOGOATATb.
JIoKTOp KaeTcsl NOHayaJy HEMHOTO CTPaHHBIM, HO KOraa
y3Haelllb ero no6Jue, OH NpesecTb YTO 3a yYeJsoBek!

BHe3anHo, HapywWlMB THIIMHY DaHHero yTpa, 3a OKHOM
MOC/IBILIAJICA MPOH3UTE/bHBIH BOMJIb.

— Kako#t yxachbiii Bu3r! Kro-To 30BeT Ha nomolub!

Kpuuanu rze-to Ha gsope. OHa BCKOuHJa M GpocHJach
K OKHy. [leperHyBIIHCh Yepe3 NOJOKOHHHK, TaK YTO HOTH ee
He JI0CTaBaJsH 10 noJa, Jlioch o6sena raasamu asop. Psgom
¢ coGaubeit KoHypoii cugena Ilonocaras, npuaepxuBas Ja-
NMaMH KaKoro-To 3BepbKa.

— TloJsocatasi, TOBOPH: KOro Thi TNOfiMa/a? — 3BOHKO
KpukHyaa Jliocu.

Kolwka ycnblilasla ee W MOAHAJNA ycaTyio MOPAY K OKHY,
HO He BBIMYCTHJAa H3 Jan po6biud. JliocH yBuzena, 4To
Tonocatas noiimasna kposuka. BuaHo 6blio, YTO emy npH-
XOIHMTCS TJIOXO.

Kpoauk oTuasinio nuumaj. He 3aMeuasi, uto Ha Heit ofHa
HOuHasi pyGaiuka, JIIOCH CKaTH/ach C JIECTHHUB H OTKpblia
nsepu. Ilo ocrpoit rasbke, KOTOpo# Gbll BBIMOILEH ABOP,
HATH GblJIO 60JIbHO, TaK YTO JIIOCH CHayaJjla Mphiraja ¢ HOTH
Ha HOTY, a 3aTeM 3ailaraja NPsIMO MO LBETOYHOH KaymGe.
INpuagepxuBas KposHKa OJHOMH J1anoi 3a wielo, KOWKa 3/106HO
3aluMnesa Ha NOJOWIENINYIO JEeBOUKY.
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— Ornyctu Geausry, ansiaus! — 3akpuyaaa Jliocu. B ot-
BET Ha 3TO KOLIKA MpHXaJja yWH K LapanHyJja ee Mo pyke.
JliocH ynpapuia KOWKy Mo MOpAe H XoTesla MOAHATb PYKy
IS CJefyIOLIero LiJenka, HO KOWKa yxe GpocHsia KPoJH-
Ka H, 0T6eXXaB B CTOPOHY, B GeCCH/IbHOM SIPOCTH ycesachb Ha
3eMJI10.

Jliocu noaussna nocrpajasiuero ¢ 3eman. Kponnk aabuics
B ee pyKaX, HO, KPenKO CTHCHYTbI, BCKOpe 3aTHX.

— He Beptuch! §I TeGe HHuero He caenalo! — ckasana
Jlioch.

Hecsa kposnka Ha pyKax, OHa HanpaBu/Jacb B CBOIO
KOMHAaTKy.

— Tbul yero? — cnpocun ee oTell, WapKas Canoramu no
KaMeHHbIM TUIHTaM y caMoro Kpbiabua.— CKo/bKO pa3 TeGe
rOBOPHTb, YT06 He Gerasna Gocukom! Koro Thl Hecewnb?

— Kponuka! — cka3ana rotosasi k otnopy Jliocu.

— Kro Te6Ge no3posiu HOCHTLCA MO ABOPY B OAHOI py6a-
xe? Tak u 3axsopatb Hepoaro! A uTo Tbl coGHpaelubcs
fenaTbh ¢ KPOJHKOM, CKaXH Ha MHJIOCTb?

— TlycTb moxuset y Hac!

— Her yx, ayaku! Ecam nocaanth ero B KIeTKy, OH
nofoxxet! JIMKHX KPOJIHKOB HHKTO He AEPXKHT AoMa. A KoJu
€ro BbIMYCTHTb, OH HaGeJOKYpHT B oropoje!

— OmH panen, nan! Ero nokycana koiuka!

— Kouika 3Haet cpoe geio!

— Mte xoueTcsi NoKa3aTb KpoJiHKa AOKTOpY!

— Y nokTopa ecTb fesa noBaxkHee! CTaHeT OH BO3HTbCS
¢ TBOMM AypaukuM Kposem! A Hy, naBaii ero cioaa!

Jliock 3annakana. I1poxKHB BCIO CBOIO KOPOTEHbKYIO XH3Hb
Ha ¢epMe, OHA NMPEKPAaCHO MOHHMAJa, YTO OTell ee MpaB, HO
ee CTpallM/a MblC/Ib, YTO GENHOTrO KPOJIMKA XJaAHOKPOBHO
npukonyar. OHa cama He 3Hana, YTO eiff C HHM JeNaTb, HO
cefiyac et GoJibllie BCEro XOTeJOCb NOKa3aTb €ro JOKTOPY.
JloKkTop cuMTan ee yMHOM M XOpouleH [AEBOYKOH, OTJHYHO
3Halolleil JepeBeHCKylo H3Hb. OHa Bceria noKasbiBaja
eMy HalieHHble B JieCy AHKOBHHbI. DTO GLIO TO AMYKO LlUeraa,
TO IPKO-KpacHas B uepHbIX H GesibIX KpanHHKax 6a6ouka
nojJ Ha3BaHUEeM «KpacHas AaMa», Tpenellyluas KpblJblLIKaMH
B GaHKe H3-NMOJ BapeHbs,, TO OpPaHXeBblH IpH6, TOUb-B-TOYb
MOXOXHH Ha anesbCHHOBYIO KOXYPpY. JlokTop npuunman Jliock
BCEpbe3 M pa3roBapHBaJ C Hell, Kak co B3pocioi. CnpocuTs
€ro CoBeTa HacueT PAHEHOTO KPOJIHKA H OGCYIHTb € HHM,
KyZla ero neBaTh, GyleT Kyla Kak M0-B3poCioMmy.

— UYecTHoe c/0BO, Mana, s He naM KpoJauKy Ge3obpas-
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HHYaTb B oropose. A ¢ NOKTOPOM TaK HHTEPECHO MOroBO-
puTb,— npo6opmorasa Jliocu.

Orew oueHb ropausacs TeM, Kak JllocH ymeer GeceaoBaTh
C JIOKTOPOM, HO He }Kesia/l B 3TOM npu3HaBaTbecs. «Hepapom
BCE TOBOPSIT, UTO OHAa WYCTpasi AeBYOHKa! — noayman OH.—
Hapo Gynetr otnath ee yuuTbesi B CTapliMe Kjacchl, KOraa
OHa 3aKOHYHT HauajbHyio Wwkoay! JIOKTOp He pa3 roBopuJ,
470 JTI0CH OYeHb TOIKOBAS M TALUKT H3 Jiecy BCAKYIO BCAYHHY!»

— He peBH, TouHO Te6s1 pexyT! — cKa3an oTel BCIyX.—
Moitau B capait u 3anpsiub KPOJIHKA B Ty KJAETKy, FAe paHblue
CHAeNH Te, YTO OT Hac yapann!

HemeanenHo nepecras miakath, JliocH noaHsAaach k ceGe,
ZepXKa Kposinka Ha pykax. CnpsiTaB ero B flIHK KOMOZa,
OHa ofesnacb M nouwa 3a knetkoil. Bo nBope oHna cHoBa
BCTpeTH/Ia OTLA.

— Haw nec copsasncs ¢ npuBasu u yapaa! Bepeska
Gblna, BHAHO, THHJas,— ckasaa oTel.— Ceidiuac s efy Ha
pbiHok B HbloGepH, TaM Kymio HOBYIO.

Jloktop AlaMmc npuexaJs OKOJIO IeCTH YacoB yTpa. ¥ 6u-
pasi CBOIO KOMHATy M 3aCTHJ1ad mocTesib, JIIocH ycablluaga,
KaK MallMHa JNOKTOpa 3aTopmo3usa y Bxoja B BsizoByio
Pouwy. OHa Bbilia u3 aoma. JIOKTOp CTOAA Ha AOPOXKKe,
3aJI0)KHB PYKH 33 CMHHY M IJA[A Ky1a-TO B CTOPOHY.

JliocH Beceno noGexxana emy HabcTpeuy. CHAB NeHcHe,
JIOKTOP CMpsSiTal ero B XHJETHbIH KapMaH.

— TlocmoTpu: He Bawa JiH co6aKa GeXHT Clofa H3 Jecy?

Ha nopoxke nosiBuics nec sabpanopckoit mopoasl. OH
BBICYHYJ OT YCTaJIOCTH A3bIK M BOJIOYHJ 33 COGO# 060pBaHHYIO
BepeBKy. Jllocu nmocnewiHo ee cxBaTHJa.

— Koneuno, 310 naw Bo6! Ou copsanca u Bce yTpo
rge-to Geran!

3aHABLIMCH canoraMu QNOKTOpa, Mec TILaTelbHO WX 06-
HIOXaJ1.

— Baw Bo6 ¢ kem-To apajcs! — 3aMeTHJ AOKTOP
Apamc.— Kro-To nouapamaj eMmy HOC H yKycHa 3a Jjamy.

— Kro e mor ero Tak nokycatb?

— Ckopee Bcero KpynmHasi Kpbica HJIH TFOpPHoOCTaii!

— A 5 cerofHs Hawa AMKOrO KpoJuka, nokrop! 51 ot-
HAna ero y kowkH. OHa ero paHuna. MoxeT, Bbl NMOCMOT-
puTe ero?

— XopoLuo, To/bKO 51 Biepes B3r/IsiHy Ha MuccHe Keith.—
JliocH 3aMeTus1a, YTO OH He CKasaj «B3IJIAHY Ha MaMmy»,
a roBOPHT C Helf, KaK C coBceM B3pocJsioil.— 3aTeM s To-
CMOTpIO TBOEro GelHsry.
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Bckope HOKTOp ocMaTpHBaJa MOMMaHHOrO KpOJHKa, OCTO-
PO2KHO Luynas ero Tesblle, a JIIOCH Kpenko Aep:Kana 3BepbKa,
He faBas eMy GHTbCS.

— Bce KocTH y Hero Lesibl,— CKa3aJl HaKOHel AOKTOp.—
3ajHAs Jslana He cOBCeM B MOPsilKe, HO OHa NOpaHeHa
JaBHO M ceHuac MOJHOCTbIO 3aXHJaa. Ero cierka nortpenasa
KOIKa, HO 3TO He CTPalIHO.

— A MOXHO ero fepXaTb B KJeTKe?

— Her! B HeBose oHH He xuByT. Ecau Bbl He co6u-
paeTecb ero cbecTb, i Gbl BbIMYCTHJ ero Ha cBoGoay!

— Tlana cTpalHO paccepauTCsl, €CAH BBITYCTHTb €ro
no6ausocth ot oropona! OH TBEPAMT, YTO TaM, rie OAHH
KPOJIMK, CKOPO CTaHeT elue CTO OAHH!

JIOKTOp BBIHYJ1 H3 KapMaHa MaJleHbKHe uachl M, MJsias
Ha HHX M3JajleKa, Kak 3TO OGbIYHO AeNaloT AaJbHO30pPKHe,
cKasau:

— $1 eny HaBeCcTHTDb OAHY 6OJIbHYIO cTapyluky. OHa KuBeT
B HECKO/IbKHX KHJloMeTpax oTcioaa. Enem Bmecre! §I npokauy
Te6s, H Mbl BBIYCTHM KPOJIHKA Ha XOJIMax.

JliocH MOANpeIrHYy/1a OT PafOCTH.

— Ypa! § noiiny cnpowy, MOXHO /i MHe exaTb!

Hesnaneke ot Yortepuwmnckoro Xxoima AokTop Apamc
3aTOPMO3HJI.

— Bot noaxoasiee mecreuko! — ckasaJa oH.— 31echb OH
e/Ba JIH HaBpeIHT Ball¥M oropoaam!

Joktop u JIIOCH MPOLUH HECKOJbBKO LIArOB M OMYCTHJH
MJeHHHKa Ha 3emyio. OwapalueHHbIH KPOJHK NMpoCHaen aBe
WJH TPH MHHYTbl HETOABHXHO, a 3aTeM ONPOMETbIO KHHYJ-
cs B moJie.

— C nanoit y Hero M BNpsAMb YTO-TO He Tak! — cKasan
LOKTOp, TMAAS KPOJMKY Bcjaed.— TeM He MeHee OH mpe-
KPacCHO NMpOXHBeT eile jaoarxe roawl. Tak-1o BoT!

L b3
444 .

Korna Benien 3a Cmopoaunoit u OnyBaHuMkoM co6aka
KaK MOJIHHA B3jieTe/la Ha XOJ/IM, ee aTaka Gblna CTOJb BHe-
3amHOM, YTO 4acoBOMW, 3ajpeMaBlUHii B TpaBKe mocie Oec-

COHHOI HOYM, He yCriesl CNacTHCh GercTBoM. B oaHy ceKyHay
co6aka cGHa €ro ¢ HOT, M OH ynaj C Meperpbi3eHHbIM
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ropsiom. [locse cTpeMHTe/NbHOTO HamMaieHHs, yKe MOKOHYMB
co 3BepoGoeM, cobaKa ellle OJrO HOCHMACL MO OKPECTHBHIM
XxonMaM, GelleHO Jlas W KHAascCb MO CTOpOHaM, HO 3¢pa-
daHUbl ycnenH K 3TOMY BpeMeHH pa3GexKaTbCsi H, KTO Kak
cymes, nonpsitathes. Ilo mpasae rosopsi, nouapanaHHbiit
W HcnyraHHbli nec He oOHapyXuBaJ G6oJjiee OXOThl CXBa-
THTbCA C KeM-JH60 B 6aHXHeM Golo. B KoHue KoHUOB nec
NOJHAJ M NPHKOHYHJ TOTO CaMOro KpOJHKA, KOTOPLIH He-
JAaBHO TIOPaHWJ CTEKJOM JaMmy, M, CXBaTHB €ro, ymuaJjcs
ToO# )Ke JOpPOroH, 4To M MpHLUeJ.

Tenepb yxe He Morjo GbiTb M peuH O BO30GHOBJIEHHH
npepBaHHoii ocanbl. Kaxawit appacanen 3aGotuics JHwb
0 coXpaHeHHH COGCTBEHHO# WKypPHl. [1aBapb HX MOruG6, a Kpo-
JIHKH, "'KOTOPBIX OHH COGHPAJHChb YHHYTOXHTb, HATPaBHJH
Ha HHX YepHylo co6aky. B ToM, 4To 3T0 6bIIO WMEHHO TakK,
HUKTO Gosiee He comteBaJcs. )KeaTyxa B caMOM aeJie CJblLasn
B IJy6HHe KOJIOHHH KaKoi-To cobaumii Boil, a Bce 3HaJH,
4TO yXK OH-TO He o6naja/l HHKaKoH (aHTasueit M Gbl1 He-
CMocoGeH HHYEro BblAYyMaTb.

TMostomy, Koraa TopuuBeT 3asiBHJI, YTO HYXXHO TPYGHTH
oT6oii M GexaTb, OH BCTPETHJ ropsivee ono6GpeHHe CBOHX
JIPOXKABUIMX OT CTPaxa COPaTHHKOB.

He 6yab ¢ sdpacdanuamu TlopuuBeTa, HHKTO M3 HHX,
BEpOsITHO, He gmo6pajcs 6bl A0 Ddpacdbl KHBbIM, OAHAKO
H ero OrpoMHbIii OMBIT He MOMOr €My MPHBECTH AOMOH XOTf
6bl MOJIOBHHY COJIAAT, OCAXAaBIUKHX YOTEPIUHICKYIO KOJIOHHIO.

Korpa Iopuuser mycTuicsi B 06paTHblif MyThb, €ro OTpPsA
He CyMeJl OCHJIHTb JOPOry B OAHH JeHb. [To nyTH HX 0XHIamu
GoJsblune TpyAHocTH. Kak M3BecTHO, AypHEIe BeCTH GbICTPO
JIeTAT, NMO3TOMY HOBOCTb O TOM, YTO CBHpemblii reHepas
3Bepo6oit noTepnes Ha YOTEpLIMNICKOM XOJMe MOpaXKeHHe
H OCTAaTKH ero pasrpoMJeHHOH apMHH TAHYTCA Ha IOr B BeCbMa
NOTPeNnaHHOM COCTOSIHHH, BcKope focTthraa Llesapea IMosica.
3n06Has ThicA4a HeMeIJIEHHO CIVIOTHJA CBOH pslbl: cobpa-
JIMCb TODHOCTaH, JIHChI H K HMM NPHCTaJ Ja)e KaKoH-To
KOT ¢ Gnuxaitwed ¢epmbi.

INocne kaxpaoro npusana lopuuser 3amedan, 4To y Hero
Hcye3asa ellle mapa KPOJHKOB, H HHKTO He MOT' MPHMOMHHTb,
YTO C HUMH cayyHaock. Takas yyacTb nmocTturia H BepGeny,
XOTSl H TaK GHJIO SICHO, YTO [JIA HEero BCe B XXH3HH KOHYEHO
H eMy omacHo BosBpamatbesi B dppady.

Tem He MmeHee lopuuBeT He Tepssn NPHCYTCTBHA AyXa
H 6aHTesIbHO o6eperasj OCTaTKH CBoero oTpsna. B pesy.b-
TaTe Ha C/ledyloillkil NeHb BO BpeMs HH-®puca OH mpoiuen
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KapayJibHble MOCTbl C FOPCTKOH H3 CeMHM [aJjleKO pacTAHYB-
WHKXCA MO noJilo 6oHLOB.

Cyab6a s¢ppacaHUeB, OCTaBUWIMXCA HA YOTEpLUIMICKOM
XosiMe, cJoXHJaach uHaue. [lpu mosiBnenun co6aku Kpec-
TOBHHK, PeneiiHHK H elue TPH KPOJIHKA HaCTOJBKO COXPaHHJIH
MPHCYTCTBHE AyXa, YTO CyMesiH GPOCHTbCSI B OTKPHITYIO HOpY.
3aecb KpecToBHHK BeJiesl CBOHM cosilaTaM 6Ge3 MpoMeaieHHst
cpatbes cuaeBuemy B Cotax Iatomy. Tot elue He onpasuiics
OT 0OGMOPOKa H €/1Ba MOT MOHATb, YTO NPOHCXOAHT. CrKaBLIHCH
B KOMOK, noGeiauTesb M MnoGeXxAeHHble AOJr0 MPOCHAENH
B HOpe, MPHC/YLIMBAsAChb K JOHOCHBLIEMYCSl CBEPXY Jalo, A0
Tex nop, noka HakoHell IlAThbiil He mpuiuen B ce6s H He mpo-
6paJici K Toi Hope, rae Jexan oGecchneBlwit Jloxmau.
31ech OH Koe-KaK cymes 0GbACHHTb OCaXAeHHbIM, YTO OCaaa
CHAiTa W Bpar 6exas.

KOJIOKOJIbYHK C TOPKECTBYIOLIHM KPHKOM BbICKOUHJ H3
cnanbHOi Hopbl. BrocneacTBuM oH elne n0J4ro M3o6pakas
B JIHLAX NPEACTaBHBIUYIOCA eMy KapTHHY, NPHCOYHHSAS K Heil
Bce HoBble geTaJ. Ilo ero cioBam, IlaThii Bo rnaBe caas-
wHxca 3dpagdaHueB Kak ABe KalJH BOAbl MOXOAMJ Ha CH-
HHUKY, apecTOBaBILYIO OTPAJ raJjoK, ellle He ONpaBHBLIHXCA
OT JIMHbKH. BrpoueM, XHTeJH KOJIOHHH GoJsiee Bcero GblIH
o3a6oueHbl cyab6oii Opexa W Jloxmaua H o6paiianu Ha
3¢dpadaHueB MaNO BHHMAHHA.

TMoxoxe 6bl10, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 JloxmMawy npHiies KOHel.
3aKpblB IJ1a3a H HCTeKasi KPOBbIO H3 JUIOXKHHbBI MOJyYeHHbIX
HM paH, OH JiexaJ B TOM TyHHeJe, KOTOPbIH OTCTOfJ OT
BparoB. Bckope KPOJIHKH BBIPbIIH €My HODY MOLIMpe H yCTa-
HOBMJIH BO3Jie Hero AexypctBo. Kpoabukxu cumenn Bo3je
Hero no oyepesH, C/H3bIBas KPOBb, OUHILLAS €My PaHbl H TPH-
CAYLWHBAACb K TOMY, KaK OH TSXKeJO W HEPOBHO IbILUMT.

Tem Bpemenem OnyBanuuk W CmopoauHa pacckasasu
TOBapHllaM CBOH npukModyeHusi. OLyBaHUHK He MOT MOHATH,
4TO cayynaoch ¢ OpexoM H nMoyeMy OH He MPHXOAMT, H, KOraa
Opex He MOSIBHUJICA B KOJIOHHH Laxe MocJie NoJyaHs, KPOJHKH
CTa/H onacaTbCsl, 4YTO ero Hacturaa Gepa. Hakoweu Bcrpe-
BOJKEHHbIH U oropyeHHblii ['oplIOYeK HACTOSJ Ha TOM, YTOOBI
otnpasutbe 3a Opexom Ha depmy. [athit He 3amemnun
K HeMmy npucoeanHHTbesi. He ycnenn onn npoiith HeGoabitioe
paccrosinde, Kak IlaTbiii 3ameTHa, uTo C XOo/AMMCTOH paB-
HHHbl Ha 3amaje K HHM MNPHOHXKAeTCA KaKOH-TO KDOJHK.
Ouu noGexaJsu emy HaBcTpedy. D10 6bin1 Opex! IlaToiit
MOCKaKaJ ¢ HHM psajoM, a lopiuouek momuyancs K TOBapH-
1aM ¢ paJOCTHOH BeCTbIO.
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Hockakas 1o kosonnn, Opex npexae BCEro CMyCTHJACH
B Xol, rae Jexan paHenblii Jloxmau. Cuieslias psaom
Xafsentan noaHana Ha Opexa raasa.

— Tneiian ToabKO uTO 3acHys, Opex-pa! On sBce Bpemsi
CTpaluHBaeT, re Bbl, H TBEPIHT, YTO y HErO o4eHb GOJIHT yXo!

Opex noTepcsi HOCOM O CMYTaHHYIO WEPCTb Ha roJoBe
Jloxmaua. Paubl JloxMaua yxe 3aCOXJH, H XecTkas OT 3a-
neKieHca KPOBH lWepcTb ouapanana Opexy Hoc.

— TIlpocuuce, Jloxmau! — ckaszan Opex.— Tet noGeaun:
s¢ppacdaHub yapanu!

JIHwb cnycTa HekoTopoe BpeMs JIoXmau OTKPbI raasa
1 nonusan ronosy. Hanys wieku, on noxioxaa Opexa u Xaii-
3eHTau. HakoHeu, nonpaxan Kuxapy, Jloxmau npoGopmoTaa:

— 3HauHT, KoHell MucTepy 3BepoGoio?

— Jla,— orseyan Opex.— §1 npuien nomoub TeGe Bbl-
6paTtbcsi Ha cuabaeit! [leHb cTouT uyaecHslil! Kpyrom Tosis-
KO COJIHLE M 3eJeHasi TpaBa!

C TtpynoM noausBuukck, Jloxmau 3axpoman B CTOPOHY
paspyuenHbix CoT.

— ¥x! Ha stor pa3 s ayman, 3BepoGoii MeHs npH-
KOHYHMT! — npo6opmoTan on.— C 3THX nop MHe Gosblue yixKe
He ApaTbcsi! A B ueM e COCTOR/a TBOA BOEHHasl XHTPOCTb,
Opex-pa? OHa cpa6otana Ha auso! BpaBo, Opex! Ckaxu
JKe MHe HaKOHel: YTO MPOH3OWIO H KaK TeGe yAanoch Bbl-
6paTbca ¢ (epmbl?

— MoKellb CKOJIbKO YFOAHO YAHBJATbCA, HO MEHS NIPHBe3
Clofa Ha XpyayluJe yesoBek!

— Bot kak! A caMblil KOHel MyTH Thl, M[O-BHAHMOMY,
npoJieTeq MO BO3AyXy, MOKypHBas 3aX»eHHylo Geayio na-
aouky! He Bpu ayuwe, Opex-pa!

— Oti-oi-0it! — BAPYr B3BH3rHysna Xail3eHT/H, BLIKAaTHB
raasa.— OH He Bpet! OH M npaBia npuexan Ha xpyayauJe!

PR

TMpowo okoso wecTH Heneab. Hactynua okra6pe. Crosa
SICHBII MoroxHii Beyep. XoTst JIHCTBA Ha GyKaXx elle He onaja
H COJIHLE CBETHJO SIDKO, XOJMbl onyctenH. LiBeToB Ha Hux
CTAaHOBHJIOCh Bce MeHblue. HacekoMmble XyXiasiM Bce pexe
u cnabee. OrpoMHbie MPOCTOPb BLICOKOH TpaBbl, B aBrycre
HanoMHHaBLIHE POCKOIIHbIE JUKYHIJIH, ceiiuac CTanM NyCThiH-
HbIMH. 3aech HHOTAA Mpo6eran JIHLIb 3aN034aJbli XYK H Koe-
rfie CHAeJH COHHble MayKH.

Opnaxabl Beyepom Opex Bmecte ¢ Cepe6puctbiM, Octpo-
JMCTOM H KpecTOBHHKOM ryJ/isli Ha onmyluike GyKOBOH pPOLLH,
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OCBeLLEHHOH JlyuaMH BeuepHero cosiHua. ddpadaHuam, octas-
IIHMCA TOCJe OCalbl Ha XOJIMe, pa3pelleHo OblIO BCTYNHTb
B KOJIOHHIO, M XOTfi BHauaje X03fieBa OTHOCH/JHCb K HHM
C HeNpHA3HbIO, B KOHUE KOHUOB OHH HEMJOXO YCTPOHMJIHChb.

Matoro Ha cuabdaee He 6Gbino. [locse Tol cTpawHOM
HOYH OH GOJ/IbLIYIO YacCTb CBOErO BPEMeHH MPOBOAM/ B OOH-
HouecTBe. [laxke B Becesoit Toame Apy3ed OH yMyapsJjcs
XpaHHTb MO/MYaHHe, a Ha YTPEHHEM M BeuepHeM CHibdiiee
BCeraa npe6biBaj B rayGOKOM 3afyMYHBOCTH.

Onuu pa3s IlaTeiit faxke He NMpHILEa NOCAYWIATh CKa3Ky,
u toraa Jloxmau 3sasBua, uto [laTomy no6ena Haa Bparom
o6owach elue fOpoxe, yeM camomy Jloxmauy. Ilpu Bcem
Tom TlATbil 6Gbl1 FOPSAYO MpPHBA3aH K MONOLOH KpOJbuHXe
BusabTypuJib, @ OHa HayuuJacb MOHHMaTb €ro He XyXe, yeM
cam Opex.

HeBnaneke 3a 6ykoBo# polueil WrpaJju Ha Jyry uyerbipe
KposbuoHKa Xaiisentau. Hemeno Tomy Hasan ux Bnepsbie
BbIBE/IH NonacTtich. XaH3eHTH Mor/ia Gbl NMpeloCTaBHTb HM
caMuM 3a6OTHTbCA O cebe, HO y Hee He GbiJIO HOBOrO BbIBOJAKA,
M OHa WKMNasna TpaBy NOGJH30CTH, Ha6i0Nas 33 HX HFPaMH
H MO BpeMeHaM Harpaxas LIJIenKoM HauGoJiee CHJIbHOTO,
4TOGbl OH He O6HMa/ cnabbix.

— 3ameuaresbHble pe6sita y Xaitzentan! — ckasan Oct-
poauct.— Hapelock, uTo u ocTanbHbie 6yayT He Xyxe!

— 3uMoit BpSIL /M MOSIBATCA XOpolUHe KpoJbuata! —
3ameta Opex.— OTo — npotuB npupoan! Ppuc Besiea Kpo-
JMHKaM MPHHOCHTb KPOJIbYaT BECHOH.

— Ho Benp dpuc He Besen HaM Takxe W BoeBaTh! —
3ametun Cepe6pHCThlil.— MHoOroe y Hac wJO He MO NpaBH-
naM, U Bce Mo BHHe 3Bepo6osi! BOT yX KTO HEM3IMEHHO wes
MPOTHB NPHPOALI, TaK 3TO OH!

— Jloxmau 6bl1 MNpaB, KOrAa TrOBOPHJ, u4To 3BepoGoii
COBCEM He MOXOX Ha Kpoanka,— ckasan Octposnct.— OH
6bi1 GOeBLIM XKHBOTHBIM, CBHDENbIM, KaK Kpbica WM co6aKa.
OH cpaxkaJcsi, NOTOMY YTO eMy cTpaliHee 6blio y6eraTth, uem
npuHATL Goi. KoHeuHo, OH 6blN OTBaXKeH, HO H B 3TOM OH
wes npotus Bcero, uyto PpHc npeaHayepTan Kpoaukam!

— Moxer, Bbl MHe He TOBEpPHTe, HO reHepan Bce elue
XHBeT Ha Gesnom csete! — BMewascs B pasrosop Kpec-
TOBHHK.

Bce npomo.suanu.

— OH He nepectan GeraTb! — B BOJIHEHHH NPOAOJKAJ
KpecroBunk.— Kto Bugen ero tpyn? Huxrto! Ero Hesab3st
y6uth! OH NOMOT HalIHM KPOJIHKAM CTaTb KpynHee, CHJbHEH,
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CMeT/IHBee, YeM OHH GbliH paHbiie! 3Hal0, Mbl TAXKENO 32 3TO
nonnatuanch! HekoTopele H3 Hac noXepTBoBasM CBOeH
*Hn3Hblo. Ho B Jlecy roBopsT, UTo OH 6GeXXaJ H OCHOBaJ TAe-TO
HOBY{O KOJIOHHIO!

— §1 cabixan gpyroe! — sametun Opex.— Mbl roBopH.iH,
yto TlopuuBer 3aBen B Dppade coBCeM HOBble MOPAAKH
H KOJIOHHsl Balla MpOlBEeTaeT, B HeH XKHBETCA Tenepb JIErko
H panocThHo. Cibllian si TaKXKe CIVIETHH MoJei H JiecoB
M y3HaJ, YTO BCKOpe K HaM BO3BPaTHTCH Hall OOPOroi
Kuxap!

— Knsinych PpucoM B JIHCTBE, I 3HAI0 KOE-KOro, KTO
oyeHb o6pajyeTcsi ero Bo3BpalleHHio! — Bckpuuasn Cepe6-
puctblit.— A Bot H Jloxmau!

IMowunbiBasg TpaBy, KPOJNHKH MOAJOWIIH K BOCTOYHOH
onyllKe Jeca M 31ecb, Ha OTKPHITOM MecTe, elle 3aJHTOM
COJIHLIEM, YBHAAJH CHAAIIMX B KJAeBepe Ha 3aJHMX Jlanax
TPOMX KpOJIbYaT, MNOKpynHee KpoJbyaT XaiideHTaH. OHu
C PasHHYTbIMH PTaMH CJyLiaJH NOYYeHHs TPOMalHOrO Kpo-
JIiKa — BeTepaHa C NOJyOTOPBaHHbIM YXOM, MOKPBITOTO LIpa-
MaMH OT HOCa 1O XBocTa. JTo Gbla, pasymeercsi, Jloxmay,
CTaBUWIHH KamMUTaHOM BecbMa BOJIBHOH M Hep3KOH Aycubl.
OH o6yuan HOBOGpaHLEB, MOAAOIIHX GOJiblUHE HaAeXIbl.

Hawm KpoJHKH H3AajH yc/Iblwajd HacTasaeHHs JIox-
Maua: ’

— KasitHycb MOMM KJIOBOM M KPbUIbSIMH, TaK HeJ0 He
noitger! i, Thl, Kak Te6a 30ByT? Ckabuosa! CmoTpH,
BOT ceiiyac s mpuTBoploch KowKoii! IlpeacraBb ceGe: s 3a-
MeTHJI, KaK Thi )yellb cajaT B yray moero oropoza. Yro
A cTaHy flesiaTh? HayHy nporyJuBaTbesi no Meke, momaxusast
XBOCTHKOM?

— TlpocTtuTte, cap, HO S HHKOrAa He BHAE] KOWIKH! —
cKa3aJ OJMH H3 KpoJbuaT.

— Ckopo yBHAMIIbL! — oTBeyas 6paBblii KamUTaH.—
3HaiiTe, pe6fATa, YTO KOWIKA — 3TO YXKACHOE JKHBOTHOE
¢ AnMHHBIM xBocToM! OHa MOKpbITZ IEPCTHIO, H y Hee Ko-
Jlo4yMe ycbl, a BO BpeMs GOsi OHa HCHyCKaeT SPOCTHble,
noJsxble 31066 Bonan. OHa oueHb xutpa! INoHsm?

— TloHsnH, cop! 3HauHT, Kollka OYeHb Ha Bac MOXO-
kKa! — oTBeyas MoJiofo# Kpoauk. [ToMosuas, OH BeXJMBO
n06aBHaA:— A riie Bbl NOTEPSJH CBOH XBOCT?

— Jly4we pacckakuTe HaM, KaK Bbl Cpa)KaJucb BO
Bpems GypH, cap! — nepe6H. ero Apyroi Kpob4oHOK.— M
KaK IJIbIJIH 4epe3 TyHHeJb!

— ToJsbKO nocJse 3aHATHH,— OTBETHJ HEYMOJHMBIH YuH-
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Teab.— A ceiluac cMotpuTe Ha MeHs! BoT s Kolika, Tak?
§1 cnaio Ha coJiHue, NoHsaM? A BaM Gbl XOTeJIOCh MPo6paTbCs
muMo MeHs? Kak Bam ce6s Bectu?

— Kpoabyata BeuHo mopouat Jloxmauy roJjioBy, HO paju
Hero OHH roToBbl Ha Bce! — 3amerusn Cepe6GpHcThiil.

— Jlio6oit H3 Hac rotoB Ha Bce panu Jloxmaua! — mpu-
6asun Opex.— Ecan 661 He oH, 3Bepo6oii ¢ ero BOHCKOM
He ocTa/jiMcb Gbl C HOCOM M Halla KOJIOHHS noru6na Gbi!

— Jloxmau no6Geaua 3BepoGost B uecTHOM Golo! — cka-
3an CepeGpuctoiit.— [1pn 3TOM OH pasgenancs ¢ HuM elue
10 nosiBNeHust co6aku. JloxMay — HacCTOsILUM# repoii!

OHH MOAOWWNH K TOJBKO YTO BbIPBITHIM HOpaM.

— TlocMoTpuM, Kak mpoABHraetcs pa6oTa Hal 3HMHEH
Hopoii! — ckasan Opex.— Hawn Cotbl OT noakonos pa3pa-
JIMJMCb, H Y Hac GymeT Macca HeynoGCTB, MoKa NOTOJIOK
Korjaa-Hubyab He 3apacTteT cam coGoii.

— CnpocHM HalIHX 3eMJIEKONOB, Kak HAyT aena? Bow
OHHM BO3BpallalTcs ¢ paboThl! — ckasasn CepeGpHCTHIiL.

B camom pnene, u3 xonoB BuiwaH [opuoyek u Kodo-
KOJIbYHK BO TJiaBe OTPAJAa H3 TPeX-4eThbipeX KPOJIbYHX.

YBuzeB Opexa n Cepe6pucroro, KosoKo/byHK MFHOBEHHO
3aneJ TOJIbKO YTO COYHHEHHYIO HM NeCeHKY:

Ypa, ypa, Opeluek-pa!

TotoBa uyanas Hopa!

B Hefi HeT yJHTOK M XKYKOB,
UYepBel W CKBEPHBIX MaykoB!
Korzaa 3umoii npuaeM 1OMOi...

— Cnacn6o ckaxeT BaM Jo6oil! — 3akoHuna Opex.—
Bor uMeHHO, «cnacH6o» si H XOTeJa BaM ceilyac cKa3aTb!
Xopowo HOpBH 3aMaCKHPOBAaHbI?

— He xyxe, yuem B D¢dppade,— noxsacranca Kosokonb-
ynk.— [la BOT st IpHHeC BaM OJHY HOPY B Jlanax Ha npoBepKy!
Bbl Huyero He BHAMTe? 3HAYHT, OHH 3aMaCKMpOBaHbI Mpe-
BOCXOAHBIM 06Gpa3om!

— Tlporyansiemcst ceiiuac Ha BeuepHeii CTOpOHe Jeca,
Opex! — nonpocua l'opuoyek.— Xopolio NOCHAETb HAa COH-
e A0 MPHXOAA TeMHOTh!

— TloiineMTe B Ty AIMKy, rie Mbl Korja-to Hawan Ku-
xapa,— npeanoxun Cepe6puctriil.— Tam coBcem HeT BeTpa.
A mnomuuwb, kak Kuxap Hac mpokauHan u Bce mblTajcs
NPOKOJIOTb CBOMM KJIIOBOM?

— A NOMHHMIIb, KaKHX YePBSKOB Mbl €My HOCHJIH? —
BmelwaJjcsi Kosokosnbuuk.
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Korana KposHKH TOAOIHM K JIOXKGHHE, OHH 3aMeTHJH,
4TO HX MECTO YXe 3aHATO. )

— HHTepecHo, 3aMeTAT JIH Te KPOJHKH, YTO TaM 3anps-
Tajucb, Hawe mnpuGauXkeHHe! — cka3an Cepe6puCThIil. —
HinemTte Bnepen, HO CKpbITHO, B Jyulieit MaHepe TopuuBsera!

Kposuku nopolunn no6/anxe, AepiKachb HaBeTPEHHOH CTO-
poHbl. 3arasHyB uepe3 Kpail, OHH yBHAEJH B J0XKG6HHe Buab-
TYPHJIb C UeTbipbMSi KposibuaTamu. Kposbuata rpesuch Ha
COJIHLle, @ MaThb PaccKa3blBajla MaJblliaM CKa3Ky.

— ...”l BoT oHH nepenuibu peKy, H Dab-dxpeiipa nosen
CBOH HapoOA MO AMKOH M MYyCTLIHHON CTpaHe,— PaccKa3bl-
Basia BuabTypuiib.— OH XOpOIUO 3HaJ/l IOPOTY H YTPOM MpH-
BeJ HX B KpacHBble MOJA C NMPeKPaCHOH BKYCHOH TpaBOH.
3nech OHH HaTKHYJHCb Ha 3aKOJAOBAaHHYIO KOJOHHIO. Bce
KPOJIMKH B Hell Haxoauauch mof Baactblo Temubix Cua.
OHH HOCH/IH GJecTsilMe OLIEHHHKH M MeJH, TOYHO MTHLBL.
Ho xoTsl OHM BbIrAISZENM TaK KPacHBO, Ha cepiue y HHX
6blJIH TbMa M TcapH!

— $1 Kak 6yATo rpe-To CAbIXaJ 3Ty MCTOpHio! — mpo-
G6opmotas Opex, noyecas J1anoi 3a yXoM.

KpoJibyaTa NOBEpHYJHCb M TOJNMONH GPOCHJHCH H3 JIOXK-
GHHbl, KapabKascbh APYr APYTY Ha CMHHY H KpHua:

— Opex-pa! Opex-pa!

TonGexaB k Opexy, OHH Pa3oM MOMbITANHCh B306PaThCA
Ha Hero, HO OH Pa30THaJl HX JIETKHMH LUJETKaMH.

— 1 npuwen BoBce He L TOTO, YTOGHI APaThCA C TOJMOM
HEBOCMHTAaHHBIX rpy6usaHoB! [locnywiaem Jydile 3Ty CKasKy
10 KoHua!

— Cioaa eger yesioBeK Ha Jjowanu, Opex-pa! Hano yxo-
IUTb! — TPHCJYLWHBasACh, CKa3an ONHMH H3 KpoJbyar.

— C yero Tbl B3an? 5 Huyero He cabluy! — ckasan
Opex.

KposbuoHOK cMyTHJICS.

— Cam He 3Halo oTKyaa, Opex-pa! — ckazan OH.—
TosbKo 51 He owHGaOCh!

OHH HEMHOTO MOJOXAAJH, H KPacHOe COJIHLE OMyCTH-
Joch NoHMXKe. Yepea MHHYTY OHH yC/bIWAJH CTYK KOMbIT,
H Ha 3anaje MOSABUJCA BCAaJHHK, HANMpPaBJSIOWMACH PbICHIO
K COCeZHeMY XOJIMY.

— On eneT MHMO M Hac He TpoHeT! — cka3an Cepe6-
PHCThIH.— MoXHO He mpsATaTbcs! A Thl AHKOBHHHbIA MapeHb,
1oHbii Tpeap! Kak Te6e yaaJsoch 3TO yc/abiluaTh?

— YX oH y Hac Takoii! — BMewanacb BHbTYpH/Ib.—
Ha nuAx oH paccKa3biBa/s MHe, KaK BBITIAAHT peKa, yBepsier,
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GyATO BHJE/ ee BO CHe. 3TO B HEM FOBOPHT UyTbe €ro nanawn
[MsToro!

— Uytbe [atoro? — nepecnpocun Opex.— Hy, ecau
y Hac TaKHe HaC/lefHHKH, TO 3a Halle Oyaylllee MOXHO
He onacatbcA! OaHako uto-To xosoaaet! He noith v Ham
BHH3 W He NOC/JywaTb JIH KOHeU 3TOH HCTODHH B YIOTHOMH
M TenJo# Hope?

Yepe3 HeCKOJbKO MHHYT CHapy>H He OCTaJloCb HH OJHOTO
kpoanka. CoJsiHle 3aKaTH/IOCh 33 XOJIM, H OCEHHHe 3Be3abl
MOSIBH/JIHCh Ha TeMHelollleM BOCTOYHOM HeGOCKJIOHe.

BeTtep Bce KpemuaJ, 1 BCKOpe MHPHaabl GYKOBbIX JIHCTbeEB,
KPyTACb, No6exaJ/ii No KaHaBaM H JIOXXGHHaM H MOKAaTH.IHCh
Bla/b MO TeMHOH Tpase.

A nox 3emaedt npoJosKa/JM paccKasbiBaTb CKa3ky.
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CKA3KA, KOTOPYIO Thl ITPOYHTAJI, ne
TOAbKO NO3HABATEAbHARA. ITO noBecTs 0 6opbbe
co 3a0M, 3a obpory u cnpasedausocts. Hmen-
HO Taxk 3adymeian ee aweaulickuib nucatens
Puuapd Adamc (pod. 1920 e.), yuacreosasuiuii
8 eoiHe npotus eutseposckold lepmanuu.
MMocaesoennvie 20061 Adamc noceatun oxpane
npupodbt U He NOMBLUAAA O AUTEPATYPHOL
pabore. [la u nosecrs-ckasky «Yorepuwunckud
xoam» (8 Hawem nepesode «YousutessHole npu-
KAIO4eHUA KPOAUKO8») Adamc cHauaira paccka-
3vt8an csoum dovepam [dacyrverte u Posamyn-
de 60 apemn npoeynok. [Tosecto ysudeaa ceer
Toaok0 8 1972 200y, cpasy cras nonyasprol
80 MHO2UX CTPAHAX MUPQ.
Ha pycckom asvike uzdaerca enepsole.
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